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WORKSHOPTALKS 


Profits and MRSA rise 


Copenhagen climate summit 
sabotages humanity's future 


by Htun Lin 

The much-heralded healthcare reform bill that is 
finally coming out of Congress puts some limits on in- 
surance companies. But those few restrictions pale in 
comparison to major provisions that will create a boon 
for the industry. The compromise legislation is mostly a 
product of deal making meant to placate right-wing and 
corporate interests. The central issue is, who will pay 
for reform. It is workers who got stuck with the tab, not 
only through their surplus labor in the form of taxes but 
in more concrete ways not even addressed. 

While President Obama and Congress were obsess- 
ing over cost issues, real healthcare reform is an ongo- 
ing struggle among those who deliver care on the shop 
floor all across the country. Workers have been strug- 
gling for the right to provide quality care for the last 
two decades, while healthcare restructuring only fo- 
cused on cutting costs. That has been a recurring story 
at Kaiser, the HMO where I work, which is considered 
one of the most efficient "low cost" providers. Under the 
new mandate that nearly everyone buy insurance, Kai- 
ser is poised to gain millions of those newly insured. 

The pharmaceutical industry is also anticipating 
a windfall from the healthcare bill, which they helped 
write, and which prohibits consumer co-ops from seek- 
ing cheaper prices from other than U.S. companies. It is 
a monopoly with deadly consequences. 

Whatever bill passes, it will not change the daily 
battle over miserable shop floor conditions produced 

continued on p. 3 


BLACK/REDVIEW 


by John Alan 

The socialism of 
Hubert Harrison 

Editor's note : We print John Alan's column from 
the Jan. -Feb. 2004 News & Letters to commemorate 
Black History Month and to complement the review of 
a new work about Hubert Harrison reviewed on page 8. 


by Franklin Dmitryev 

National Co-Organizer, News and Letters Committees 

The collapse of climate change negotiations in 
Copenhagen proclaimed the bankruptcy, not only of 
the rulers of the 192 nations meeting there, but of the 
system they represent. Aside from deviously worded 
financial pledges, the Copenhagen Accord — described 
by President Obama as an "unprecedented break- 
through" — contains no specific commitments and no 
binding mechanisms, no quantitative goals or dead- 
lines. Nations' specific pledges of action were the same 
the day after the summit ended as the day before it 
started, leaving the world, according to scientists, on 
track to a far greater 
warming than the 2 de- 
grees Celsius that the 
Accord has in "view." 

Even 2 degrees of 
warming would leave 
whole countries vanish- 
ing below the oceans 
and vast dislocation and 
suffering in many Afri- 
can and Asian countries. 

That is why over 100 na- 
tions called instead for 
a goal of no more than 
350 parts per million of 
C0 2 equivalent, to limit 
temperature rise to 1.5 
degrees. This empty Ac- 
cord echoes the 1992 Climate Convention, which the 
U.S. gutted. As against the 1992 commitment to re- 
duce world carbon dioxide emissions back to 1990 lev- 
els by 2000, emissions in 2000 were up by 12% over 
1990; 2007 emissions were up 38%. 

That is why "System change, not climate change" 
was a pervasive slogan at the protests that occurred 
in Copenhagen each day of the Dec. 7-19 negotiations. 
They brought out youth calling for the end of a system 
hurtling toward climate chaos; workers demanding 
"green jobs"; farmers opposing corporate land grabs, 
industrialization of farming, and "agro-fuels"; environ- 
mentalists pointing to the rising toll of extinctions and 
the impact of climate change on human health; Indige- 
nous peoples demanding recognition of their land stew- 


ardship, as opposed to "protection" that earns "carbon 
credits" by turning forests into plantations and expel- 
ling the inhabitants; people from small island nations 
denouncing meager goals as a "suicide pact." 
PROTESTS PROLIFERATE 

All these forces came together for the Dec. 12 
march of 100,000. That day 130 cities worldwide saw 
coordinated events. Many more protests preceded the 
negotiations. Previously, a day of action was held on 
the tenth anniversary of the Nov. 30, 1999, Battle of 
Seattle outside the World Trade Organization negotia- 
tions, connecting "climate justice" today to the emer- 
gence of anti-globalization as a mass movement then. 

Actions ranged from a 
rally and blockade at 
the Chicago Climate 
Exchange, a center of 
carbon emissions trad- 
ing, to a sit-in at the of- 
fice of Canada's Finance 
Minister, a proponent of 
extracting oil from Al- 
berta's tar sands. 

In Copenhagen, 
there were protests 
both outside and in- 
side the conference. 
On Dec. 16, 200 dem- 
onstrated inside. Po- 
lice wielding pepper 
spray, tear gas and 
clubs blocked them from joining 2,000 marching 
outside. The 2,000 held a "people’s assembly" in 
the streets, deliberating on ways to "build an al- 
ternative" to the present system. 

The extraordinary arrest of 1,800 protesters, the 
exclusion of 20,000 credentialed activists from official 
proceedings, the walkouts by delegates from Africa, 
island nations, and other vulnerable countries — all re- 
veal the force the U.S. and other top powers exerted to 
control the outcome and prop up their global domina- 
tion. Well before the summit began, President Obama 
declared that there would be no binding climate deal 
at Copenhagen. The U.S. has gutted any potential 
agreement beyond the most paltry measures to reduce 
emissions, ever since the first try at the 1992 Earth 

continued on p. 10 



EDITORIAL 


Rea I state of the union 


A Hubert Harrison Reader , edited with Introduc- 
tion and Notes by Jeffrey B. Perry (Wesleyan Univer- 
sity Press: Middletown, Conn., 2001, 505 pp.) is an ex- 
tensive collection of articles from various journals and 
newspapers written by Hubert Harrison (1883-1927). 
Born in the Danish West Indies island of St. Croix, he 
arrived in New York City in 1900 where he continued 
his education, mostly on his own. He was a speaker for 
the Socialist Party and then for the Industrial Work- 
ers of the World in the New Jersey Silk Strike of 1913. 
He became a street corner orator in New York in the 
1920s, usually drawing a big crowd. 

RACE AND CLASS STRUGGLE 

His pervasive presence as a soapbox speaker led 
him to be called "the father of Harlem radicalism." He 
was a major African-American intellectual and activist 
who combined a passionate concern over race and class 
issues. 

As a member of the Socialist Party he challenged 
it to confront U.S. racism. "Socialism," he wrote, "is 

continued on p. 8 
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One year ago saw the historic inauguration of 
Barack Obama as the first Black president of the 
U.S., with a mandate for change, against the backdrop 
of the most serious capitalist crisis in decades. The 
spirit of the massive outpouring for Obama lives on, 
as seen in the tremendous concern and aid pouring in 
for earthquake-devastated Haiti. But much of what he 
has done, and failed to do, has demonstrated the limi- 
tations of his "pragmatism" and of bourgeois electoral 
politics. Last year has been stark proof of the need to 
grasp Marxist-Humanism's view of the ongoing revolu- 
tionary Black Dimension. 

For example, Obama's healthcare plan, while bet- 
ter than nothing, falls far short of what single-payer 
advocates had hoped to see. In one aspect, it is a con- 
cession to the insurance industry and simply kicks the 
can down the road without resolving the healthcare cri- 
sis. It also bows to right-wing religious fanatics, in the 
Stupak-Pitts Amendment and other efforts to prohibit 
insurance coverage for abortion (see "Obama's pragma- 
tism betrays women," p. 2). 

Obama also packed his White House team 
with Wall Street insiders. It underlines the way 
the massive bailout of those capitalist institu- 
tions, considered "too big to fail," has not extend- 
ed to the public. Unemployment remains steady 
at an official 10% which would be much higher if 
discouraged workers were counted. Last month 
800,000 of them dropped off the statistics. 


Brutal realities lay behind those bare numbers. 
Homelessness and hunger are increasing. Demands on 
food banks are at an all-time high. Home foreclosures 
continue to increase. 

THE LOGIC OF CAPITAL DOMINATES 

In short, the election of President Obama hasn't 
repealed the logic of capitalism. It also didn't repeal 
the logic of imperialism, as he has continued and even 
intensified the wars he inherited from George W. Bush. 

The U.S. occupation continues in Iraq. President 
Obama has also escalated the ongoing war in Afghani- 
stan, with a new "surge" of tens of thousands of U.S. 
troops. He has extended the war to Pakistan, with 
drone strikes that killed some Taliban and al-Qaeda 
figures, but many more civilians. There is growing an- 
ger at these strikes within Pakistan. Most recently, 
this endless war has been extended to Yemen, with the 
introduction of U.S. air strikes along with military ad- 
visers. (See "Yemen in U.S. sights," p. 12.) 

New missile sales to Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jor- 
dan and the United Arab Emirates have continued 
the militarization of Middle Eastern politics and life. 
These arms are meant to threaten Iran — and not only 
the current regime. The reactionary nature of the gov- 
ernments involved guarantee that these missiles will 
target any new government that might replace the cur- 
rent reactionary Iranian regime, particularly if it is a 

continued on p. 9 
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Obama's pragmatism betrays women 


by Terry Moon 

Abortion rights — women's right to control our bod- 
ies, without which women are not free — ends up being 
what Democrats, led by Obama, are willing to ditch to 
get their "historic" healthcare bill passed. Why couldn't 
the debate around the odious Stupak-Pitts amendment, 
and Senator Ben Nelson's anti-abortion demands, be 
seen by the Obama Administration as an opportunity 
to educate not only Congress but the U.S. population? 
WHEN ABORTION IS ILLEGAL, WOMEN DIE 

When abortion was illegal in the U.S., over 5,000 
women died from back-alley and butcher abortions 
each year and thousands more 
were mutilated. The 1976 
Hyde Amendment barring 
the use of federal funds to pay 
for abortions, made it very difficult for poor women to 
terminate a pregnancy. The new healthcare legisla- 
tion escalates this attack on a poor woman's right to 
control her body. Rather than fight this outrage, we're 
given debates about how this fundamental restriction 
on women's rights really won't change the status quo 
because it mostly affects poor women and they didn't 
have insurance to pay for an abortion anyway. As if that 
makes it OK! 

One can't help but wonder: what, if anything, 
would Obama fight for? He doesn't seem to get it. One 
has to fight for principles because they have conse- 
quences. The worst consequence of this latest, success- 
ful, attack on abortion rights, is that more women, chil- 
dren and families will suffer — especially now when the 
U.S. population is experiencing almost unprecedented 
levels of unemployment, homelessness, hunger and im- 
poverishment. For example, because of the worsen- 
ing economy, abortions in Illinois have reached 
a 10-year high. Abortions grew at the fastest 
rate among girls 14 years old and younger. It is 
these children, many of whom are poor, who will 
be forced to carry a pregnancy to term, forced 
to get a more dangerous later-term abortion as 
they take time to try to scrape up the necessary 
money, turn to a cheaper back-alley abortion, or 
try to abort themselves. 

Abortion is a legal and necessary part of women's 

Abortion in Mexico 

Mexico City — Abortion is stigmatized in Mexico, 
opposed by the argument of "preservation of life." But 
there is a double standard. The PAN (Party of National 
Action, the current party in power) does nothing to se- 
cure a life free of violence for the children. They are 
everywhere living on the street, or sexually exploited. 

The State believes itself the owner of Mexican wo- 
mens' bodies and free will; presently, women can be 
incarcerated for having an abortion. We view this as 
fascist. During the PAN's two six-year stints in power, 
the far Right unleashed the most serious scandals, in- 
cluding child pornography and molestation, and a rise 
in out-and-out femicide. 

Women continue to die because of botched 
back-alley abortions done by crooks who are shel- 
tered by the State. When becoming a mother is 
obligatory, women are reduced to the role of pro- 
creators, obligated by law and custom. The media 
shapes public opinion by demonizing abortion. 
Women in Mexico live in a state of economic cri- 
sis, which compels them to make these decisions. 

Wouldn't it be better if the State took it upon itself 
to promote sex education and prevention? There's an 
embedded stubbornness around teaching sex education 
in schools. The State argues it would encourage kids to 
have sex at a younger age. Youth are denied a respon- 
sible sexual dimension to their lives and made to think 
of sexuality as taboo, dirty and perverse. 

Having an abortion is a decision that isn't easy 
for anyone. We are defending the decriminalization of 
abortion. We aren't criminals, we are women defending 
our bodies and decisions. 

In Mexico they won't catch drug traffickers, 
rapists, or murderers, but don't hesitate to hunt 
down women who have just made what is prob- 
ably the most difficult decision of their lives. 
Women are labled "crazy" and "murderers" when 
they don't want to be mothers because of lack of 
economic resources; or when their pregnancy 
is the result of rape; or the baby won't survive 
the pregnancy. The State forces women to carry 
fetuses to term that are products of rape. It's a 
crime to be a woman, and to be a poor woman is 
a thousand times worse. 

The state cannot meet the basic demands of so- 
ciety: education, housing, food, democracy, justice, 
health, peace, freedom, dignity, work, autonomy. They 
don't have any justification to criminalize what is in the 
end a decision for women to make about our own bodies. 

We are not political capital to be given and taken 
away, we are owners of our own bodies. 

— Raquela Vazquez and Yosahdara Vega 

Translated from Spanish by Brown Douglas 


healthcare. It is incredibly demeaning to require us to 
make out two separate monthly payments — one for all 
insurance coverage except abortion and one for abor- 
tion coverage, as Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid's 
proposal mandates — if we're lucky enough to even find 
a plan that will cover abortion with these outrageous 
requirements. But such a requirement is a bonus for 
anti-abortion fanatics who see it as one more way to try 
to make abortion unthinkable. 

From the very beginning there has been so much 
wrong with this healthcare bill that Obama is touting. 
He began by banning from the discussion advocates of 
single-payer healthcare, then gave up the public option 
insurance alternative, and then 
granted Big Pharma their wish 
to bar the importation of cheaper 
drugs from Canada. Big Pharma 
and the insurance industry spent an unprecedented 
hundreds of millions of dollars to get what they want- 
ed — and they did, buying the healthcare bill that they 
wanted, not that we needed. 

DEMOCRATS SOLD OUT WOMEN'S LIVES 

But women lost out on abortion, not only because of 
millions spent. The anti-abortion movement did spend 
millions, as did the United States Conference of Catho- 
lic Bishops, which has the Catholic Church's fortunes 
behind them. Though that is a factor, we are saddled 
with a punitive healthcare bill because Democrats 
caved on whatever principles they had, because they 
played politics with women's bodies as the Democratic 
National Committee gave the green light to fund the 
campaigns of highly ideological anti-abortionists like 
Ben Nelson and other so-called Blue Dog Democrats. 

This has always been an ideological battle 
between those for women's freedom and those 
who do not believe women are full human beings 
who have a right to control our own bodies, those 
who think a fetus has as much or more legitimacy 
than a woman. That is why Obama's philosophy 
of pragmatism is such a fatal flaw. He is so busy 
being concerned with "what works," and busy de- 
luding himself and his Democratic cronies that 
this kind of halfway healthcare bill is a real vic- 
tory, rather than a band-aid on a hemorrhag- 
ing America, that he has not only squandered 
the opportunity he did have to push through a 
healthcare bill that might have actually meant 
real change, he has set back women's rights and 
freedom and made our struggle for a truly new 
human society more difficult. 

Women's groups are frantically calling their mem- 
bership to flood representatives with demands to kill 
the Stupak-Pitts amendment and vote down Reid's so- 
called compromise. And whereas it is yet to be finally 
decided as we go to press, these same groups are al- 
ready resigning themselves to failure. 

As we continue this struggle for the right to con- 
trol our own bodies — and it will continue — we can learn 
what is wrong with Obama's philosophy of pragma- 
tism that proclaims a defeat a victory. It shows that 
our struggle must be grounded in concrete freedom, 
expressed in a total philosophy of liberation. 

Haidar returns to 
Western Sahara 

Aminat ou Haidar, the Western Saharan activ- 
ist who was expelled by the Moroccan government to 
Spain, finally returned to her hometown El Aaiun on 
Dec. 18, after 32 days of a hunger strike in Lanzarote's 
airport in Spain. Greeted by the people of the village, 
she was put immediately under house arrest. 

Haidar was deported to Spain for defending the 
self-determination of the people of Western Sahara, 
which has been occupied by Morocco since 1975. In 
returning, she gave thanks to all the NGOs, Human 
Rights Watch, Spanish writers and personalities who 
visited her at the airport, the Spanish Parliament, the 
city hall of Lanzarote, and specially to the people of 
Lanzarote who supported her struggle, even against 
the local government, who fined her more than one 
hundred euros ($140) for squatting at the airport. 

She went on a 32-day hunger strike which brought 
international pressure on Morocco's government to al- 
low her to return home. She said on her return: "The 
battle that we started is not over. No to continuous re- 
pression of the innocents and defenders of Saharans' 
human rights charged by the military court for col- 
laborating with foreign intelligentsia. No to the death 
of Saharans who die silently from chronic pains and 
chronic sickness in the prisons of Morocco. It is 30 years 
since a tragedy converted the aspiration of the people 
to a nightmare of the Diaspora and the disappeared." 

The aspiration of Aminatou Haidar was invisible 
to U.S. foreign policy makers. Hillary Clinton avoided 
the issue altogether when reporters confronted her. It 
all started with determination of a woman activist and 
support of a people to reach for self-determination. 

— Manel 


WOMAN REASON 


Mourning Mothers 


A contingent supporting Mourning Mothers in Iran participates in the 
Dec. 28 demonstration in Berkeley, Cal., supporting the movement in Iran 
in the aftermath of the Ashura Day protests. 

A group of mourning mothers who gather every 
Saturday in Laleh Park in Tehran, were arrested by the 
security forces on Jan. 9, when they came out two weeks 
after the brutal suppression of the uprising on Ashura 
Day in Iran (see more on p. 8). Some were released after 
24 hours of detention and the rest were transferred to 
the notorious Evin prison, where they bravely insisted 
on everyone's release. Once all were released, they pro- 
tested right in front of Evin with cries of "political pris- 
oners must be freed." We in the San Francisco Bay Area 
are one of many communities across the world support- 
ing the Mourning Mothers in Iran. 

These women march silently in parks on Saturday 
evenings to commemorate their children who have been 
killed, detained, tortured or disappeared after the re- 
sults of the controversial presidential election in June 
2009. The mothers of those who were slain before these 
recent events, and other supporters, also join them. 
They want justice: identification and arrest of those re- 
sponsible for the killings and the violence inflicted on 
their children during the peaceful marches protesting 
the results of the election. They want the release of all 
political prisoners, and freedom of expression for all. 

They have consistently asked us to amplify their 
cry for justice and freedom. Let's bring to the public's 
attention the situation of these mothers and the strug- 
gle in Iran. We have been holding regular informational 
picket lines. 

Join the volunteers of solidarity with the Moth- 
ers in Mourning in Iran. Write to margebarmostabed@ 
gmail.com for more details. 

— Nazanin Afarin 



by Mary Jo Grey 

Twenty years ago Marc Lepine rounded up women 
at Ecole Poly technique, an engineering school in Mon- 
treal, Quebec, and murdered 14, injuring 10 more, in 
a violent act of rage, then committed suicide, leaving 
a letter blaming "feminists" for ruining his life. In a 
Stratford, Ontario, remembrance ceremony, many 
gathered roses with the women's names attached and 
watched a film depicting the lives of people involved. 
Bonnie Henderson, a Stratford city councillor, said, 
"How do we reach these people who feel that because 
women want equal rights, they need to feel threatened? 
Here we are 20 years later, and women and children are 
still being killed." 

* * * 

Women grow more than half of the world's food and 
as much as 80% of the food in developing countries, es- 
pecially in rural areas in sub-Saharan Africa, Asia and 
Latin America, according to the UN Food and Agricul- 
ture Organization. Yet they own only 2% of the world's 
land. Around the world, women are deprived of legal 
rights to the land they work. "Providing women with 
secure land and property rights is essential to address- 
ing poverty, food security and violence against women," 
said Renee Giovarelli, founding director of the newly- 

created Global Center for Women's Land Rights. 

* * * 

Hundreds of Afghan women held a street protest 
in December demanding that President Karzai purge 
corrupt officials from the government, as well as those 
connected with warlords or the Taliban. Many carried 
pictures of murdered relatives. Five hundred men fol- 
lowed the women in support. Violence Afghan women 
face includes: failure to bring to justice murderers of 
prominent women; 52% of women report physical vio- 
lence and 17% sexual violence, but little is done; in 
more than half of marriages, wives are under 16, and 
in 80% the marriages take place without the wife's con- 
sent; only 11% of girls are enrolled in grades 1-9, and 
4% in grades 10-12. 

* * * 

Women from 16 Arab countries met in Tunisia Dec. 
6 to discuss violence against women and ways to fight 
against it. They called for a wider role for women in the 
Arab states. 
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'Cane cutters: Slaves no more' 


Cali, Colombia — The European 
invasion in 1492 brought slavery to 
the American continent as a mode 
of production while exploiting our 
natural resources and our indig- 
enous and African ancestors. The 
modern day oligarchy that holds 
power in Colombia can be traced di- 
rectly back to those invaders. 

The oligarchy today holds all 
the power and property in the Cau- 
ca river valley, where the genocidal 
displacement of the 1940s, 1950s 
and 1960s took place — and where, 
as always, the slaves who convert 
cane into sugar are brutally suppressed. 

Dozens of small towns were destroyed by the 
military and paramilitary militias, directed by then- 
Colonel Gustavo Rojas Pinilla under orders given by 
the big landowners. These barbarous acts were passed 
off as "partisan skirmishes," but the true purpose was 
to convert the Cauca river valley into a green desert of 
monoculture sugarcane cultivation. 

We Colombians subsidize this sugar for export at 
the cost of up to 500% of the international value. Some 
of it is destined for use as biofuel, which is peaking be- 
cause of the oil crisis. 

WORKING BUT NOT SURVIVING 

More than 12,000 sugarcane workers live in the 
Cauca River valley, exploited by the monopolists of 
ASOCANA (Association of Colombian Sugarcane Cul- 
tivators). The workers lack the bare minimum that a 
family needs to survive: stable work, fair pay, no labor 
contractors, social guarantees for the workers and their 
families (health, housing, education), a fair price for the 
fair weight of cut cane, investment in social develop- 
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at HMOs. Unending cost-cutting measures by HMOs 
across the country produce chronic staffing and bed 
shortages. In any industry, speedup causes accidents, 
leading to death and injury to workers. In healthcare, 
however, speedup causes death and injuries both to 
workers and to patients. 

One type of "accident" is the frequent and unwitting 
infecting of patients with MRSA. Methicillin-Resistant 
Staphylococcus Aureus infections, which spread among 
people in close quarters, is a global public health crisis. 
There are 19,000 unnecessary deaths from MRSA in 
the U.S. alone each year. 

The primary cause is the overuse of antibiotics pro- 
moted by the pharmaceutical industry, which gives fi- 
nancial incentives to doctors to prescribe them. Overuse 
actually promotes MRSA's spread by helping it trans- 
form itself into more resistant and virulent strains. 

The key to prevention of MRSA is proper hygiene 
and screening, followed by isolation. This low-tech 
method has been proven to work. Norway, which pro- 
hibits the over-use of antibiotics and carefully follows 
hygiene and isolation procedures, is now nearly free of 
MRSA infections. 

BILLING TRUMPS SCREENING 

Kaiser, for example, has an extremely large data- 
base in a billion dollar computer system, which is used 
very efficiently for cost recovery, often overcharging 
patients. We are supposed to track critical information 
such as MRSA. However, human beings have to be able 
to take time to analyze the data and take concerted ac- 
tion. In the case of MRSA, that means thorough screen- 
ing to catch those who should not be sharing a room. 

Everyone knows this, yet workers feel too rushed 
in day-to-day work. A lot of us on the job feel as though 
we are set up for failure. We all know how often MRSA 
patients have gotten into shared rooms when they 
shouldn't. Management looks for individuals to blame, 
but not its own systemic failure at prevention. 

SPEEDUP KILLS 

For us workers it is clear that the main cause is 
cost-cutting and speedup. Also, out of fear, employees 
often come to work despite having some kind of illness 
or infection, which is precisely what the Norwegian 
healthcare managers discourage. Kaiser managers say 
"stay home if you're sick," but we all know they are not 
serious. Workers get pulled into the manager's office at 
the end of the quarter for using their sick time. 

Dr. David Lawrence, our former CEO at Kaiser, 
once said that "if [the HMO industry] were in the air- 
line business, we would have been shut down a long 
time ago." Obama has touted nationwide "electronic 
record-keeping" as part of his healthcare "reform." We 
at Kaiser have been living that digital nightmare. 

Real healthcare reform involves careful attention 
to "mundane" details. Key to success is adequate shar- 
ing of information through cooperation. We need to ask 
how we can free ourselves from the fetters of capital to 
fully engage in healthcare as a human activity. 


ment of the communities 
located close to the refin- 
eries. 

These persistent con- 
ditions have driven the 
| workers to strike on many 
I occasions. While this con- 
-I stant struggle shows the 
5 strength of the agricul- 
tural-industrial proletar- 
iat, it calls into question 
the practices of the union 
bosses. They are either 
submissive in the face of 
attacks by the bosses and 
the State, or isolated from the struggle of other social 
movements. This has driven them on many occasions to 
side with the boss, against their class allies. 

The neoliberal State has successfully carried out 
its mission against the workers and the Colombian 
people, dismantling labor laws and social security and 
retaliating against the social movements and popular 
struggles. They've institutionalized outsourcing and 
loose labor laws through the poorly-named "Associated 
Worker Cooperatives," hiring agencies, union contracts, 
and piecework. They have extended the working day to 
more than 12 hours. 

Until very recently, workers were paid with vouch- 
ers they could only use at the company stores owned 
by these tyrants, just as the North American imperial- 
ists did on the banana plantations in the last century. 
These are the elements that perpetuate the implemen- 
tation of modern-day slavery here in Colombia. 
SERVING MANY MASTERS 

If there is any difference from the slavery of old, 
it's that the modern slave doesn't rely on one master to 
exploit him and house him in a little hut. This can't be 
considered as paid or indentured slavery, because the 
cane cutters don't even earn the legal minimum wage; 
they are exploited by their many masters without ad- 
equate compensation until they die — one day they'll be 
hired to work a job, and the next not finding work to be 
able to provide for their families. 

The workers' struggle for life and freedom can't stay 
in the dark forever, especially when its power reaches 
out beyond the limits of the refinery, factory, or office. 
The mobilizations and solidarity can be seen and heard 
in the streets. The workers' wives — who are as brave 
and dedicated to the struggle as their husbands — and 
families march in peaceful protest to the cheers and 
support of the urban populations. 

This brings to mind the demonstrations of Oct. 1, 
2008, when more than 8,000 people marched in Cali 
while the workers on strike were attacked at the refin- 
ery by tanks, the national guard and police (see "Colom- 
bia: Challenges to Uribe," Dec. 2008-Jan. 2009 N&L). 

Through all of this, the cane workers have counted 
on the solidarity of the Colombian and the Venezuelan 
people. Venezuelans had sent a caravan of trucks full of 
food and supplies to the workers during the strike, only 
to have it detained by the military and never reach the 
workers. According to the President of Colombia, the 
striking workers were "terrorists." The only thing for 
them to do was to try and subdue them through isola- 
tion, brute force, and hunger. 

A common mural painted in this part of Colombia 
reads: "Cane cutters: Slaves no more." The struggle for 
dignity for these agricultural laborers continues. 

— Leo Alcantuz 

Translated from Spanish by Brown Douglas 

Spain backs outlaws 

Workers at a protest of Air Comet Airlines in Ma- 
drid on Dec. 22 displayed a sign that said, "Families 
in ruin, [by] Incompetent Corporations." (See El Pais , 
Dec. 22.) Due to nearly 20% unemployment in Spain, 
the 700 employees agreed to work without pay — rely- 
ing on the personal guarantee of Gerardo Diaz Ferran 
and Gonzalo Pascual, owners of Air Comet. They also 
own Marsan, a large Spanish travel agency. The work- 
ers did not get seven paychecks. Unions representing 
the workers demanded that the government find them 
new positions. 

On Dec. 30, Air Comet was ordered shut down. A 
British judge ruled in favor of a German bank, Nord- 
Bank, which claimed its 17 million euros ($24 million) 
debt. This stranded 70,000 travelers, some of whom 
went on hunger strike in Barajas airport in Madrid. 

The workers criticized Jose Blanco, the commerce 
minister, for "not doing anything to prevent the closing 
of Air Comet and instead protecting Diaz Ferran." The 
government looked the other way when the owners did 
not pay its 16 million euros ($23 million) social security 
fees for the workers. And it did not bother at all to pro- 
tect the workers. 

For the workers it seemed like a conspiracy, to close 
an airline operation during high season activity. They 
had thought that the high season traffic would gener- 
ate enough income so they would get paid. The work- 
ers need a new social structure where they would be in 
control of production for their own benefit. -Manel 



Striking Cauca Valley cane cutters and their families in 2008. 


Battling CTA layoffs 

Chicago — Chicago Transit Authority bus drivers 
and maintenance workers united with CTA riders and 
other supporters to march against service cutbacks and 
layoffs on Dec. 9. Despite bitter cold and Chicago winds, 
spirits outside CTA headquarters were high, as a hun- 
dred or more demonstrators chanted their message to 
the CTA bosses and local pols: "Chop from the top!" 

Teachers and other public employees supported the 
demo. A newly formed coalition, Public Workers United, 
will continue to oppose threatened cuts in public trans- 
portation, education, and the other needed services 
that form the minimal basis of a workable society. 

Carlos Acevedo of Amalgamated Transit Union 
Local 241 told News & Letters, "The situation hasn't 
changed. The CTA is going full steam ahead, preparing 
to lay off 1,076 workers. They had threatened even more 
layoffs, but that was just a way to pressure the union. 
They are planning to cut service and close the Archer 
garage. 

"We're going down to Springfield to speak to the 
Governor and State legislature to explain the impact 
of the service cuts and loss of jobs. There will also be a 
couple of demonstrations outside CTA headquarters — 
one on Jan. 18, Martin Luther King Day, sponsored by 
various unions and other organizations. Then another, 
on Jan. 20, will be at the CTA Board meeting." 

— Gerry Emmett 

Defiance of 'ley T 

Aguadilla, Puerto Rico — Puerto Rico continues to re- 
sist the latest version of neo-liberal capitalist policies 
implemented by the local pro-statehood government. A 
coalition of labor, religious, student and teacher groups 
called "Puerto Rico por Puerto Rico" has a continuous 
campaign of picketing and protesting at all the gover- 
nor's activities and the legislature. The infamous "ley 
7" (law 7), which has thrown thousands of civil service 
workers into the streets to swell the jobless ranks, has 
been a magnet for resistance. 

Politicians (senators and representatives) who 
voted for the law are under continuous protest. One 
popular form of protest uses a traditional holiday form 
of caroling, only it's called "un asalto" — an assault — 
where a group of protestors shows up suddenly at a 
politician's activity or office singing a holiday song in- 
spired and improvised on the spot by the unemployed 
culture of resistance. 

One of the most famous acts of defiance was when 
a worker, who was recently laid off, threw an egg at 
the governor during a speech. He missed but became a 
working-class hero. Needless to say, he was arrested on 
the spot and charged with a "terrorist" act. 

A Methodist bishop has proclaimed from his pulpit 
that Puerto Ricans are in permanent passive resis- 
tance. 

On another note, it's great to receive News & Let- 
ters again. I feel that I'm in touch again with other 
workers worldwide. The situation in Puerto Rico is a 
reflection of a world struggle for freedom. 

— Puerto Rican correspondent 


For Black History Month — 

Two classics of labor history 
by workers Black and white 

"When the Black com- 
munity in Watts, Califor- 
nia, exploded in 1965, it 
was clearly Blacks against 
'whitey'...but when it hit 
Detroit in August 1967... 
the revolt was primar- 
ily against the police and 
shop owners— large and 
small— who were known 
or believed to be gouging 
Blacks and poor people." 


"I had fought in two 
wars for the capitalist sys- 
tem and found when I went 
to GM that I had fought the 
wrong enemy. The first 
thought that hit me when 
I went in was that the 
machinery was digesting 
human beings and trans- 
forming them into shiny 
products to be sold for 
profit in the marketplace." 

—Felix Martin 

Buy both for $15 postpaid until 
March 31— regularly $15 and $8 


—Charles Denby 


THE REVOLUTIONARY 
JOURNALISM OF 

Felix Marlin 
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From the Black- Red Conference 

Dialectics of the freedom movements 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


To mark both Black History Month and the Raya 
Dunayevskaya Centenary, we present excerpts of the 
lecture she gave on Jan. 12, 1969, at the Black-Red 
Conference in Detroit. As Charles Denby, author of 
Indignant Heart: A Black Workers' Journal put 
it in his opening remarks to the conference: " This is 
the first time that such a conference of Black youth, 
Black workers, Black women, and Black intellectuals 
will have a chance to discuss with each other as well 
as with Marxist-Humanists, who lend the red color- 
ation not only for the sake of color, but for the sake 
of philosophy, a philosophy of liberation . " The entire 
lecture is included in The Power of Negativity, and 
can be found, together with Charles Denby' s Welcome, 
excerpts from the six-hour discussion and motions, in 
the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #4338-54. 


Let's talk — not about the moon and the stars and 
the planets, and little homilies from outer space, as if 
we don't have enough trouble on this earth — but about 
what is a great deal more important: the people, espe- 
cially the working people, especially the Black working 
people. 

If the Administration thinks that because we have 
some astronaut heroes we will thereby forget about 
war, racism, poverty, and the world that needs some 
reshaping, we will have to tell it to him like it is. Be- 
cause first and foremost is man and labor. It is not the 
moon that came down to look at us. It is we who went 
up to look at the moon. And the hardware that went 
into that is not only a problem of science. In fact, the 
reason you can go to the moon, but can't solve the hous- 
ing problem right here in a little slum, is because you 
have always had, in class society, this division between 
science and life. And Marx saw long, long ago — some 
130 years ago — that if you're going to have a different 
principle for life and for science, you will be living a he. 
That is just what we have been living all these years. 
And there are reasons why there is this great division. 

ALL OF THE HISTORY of mankind can be de- 
veloped just on the history of labor. Even if we exclude 
science (which we can't), it would still be a fact that it 
is not only the hardware to go to the moon that labor 
has built. Labor has built the primary things on earth, 
which really make the world go around: food, shelter, 
clothing. Labor has built everything. But don't think 
that just because the working man has produced all of 
this, the only thing he can do is manual labor. That is 
what the capitalist wants you to think. 

There is another kind of labor besides manual — 
mental activity. And this mental activity is not re- 
stricted to scientists or to other intellectuals. In fact, 
what they think generally comes from this movement 
from below. What is most important of all is that work- 
ers think their own thoughts. And the thoughts that 
workers think are the thoughts that move the world. 

It is ah summarized in one word: freedom. There 
is no such thing as thought that has any significance 
unless it is the thought of how to get freedom. All of 
man's history is various stages of the struggle for free- 
dom. And though capitalism may be better than slav- 
ery, we still have a long way to go. So — first, we have 
labor as a manual activity; second, labor as a mental 
activity. What gets everything changed is thinking 
how and by what means you can move to freedom, and 
masses actively moving toward freedom. 

Besides labor and thought, we have some colors 
that are not accidental which we should talk about to- 
day: Black and red. Black and red stand for the actual 
movement of society. 

LET'S START IN 1831, Nat Turner's Revolt. 
That was the same year some whites in New England 
started a paper called The Liberator, stimulated by 
the movement of the slaves in the South. The coales- 
cence of these two forces led finally to the Civil War. 
But that's not why I'm choosing 1831 for today's discus- 
sion. I'm choosing it for Nat Turner's Revolt — he tried 
to be free and he was hanged for it — and I'm choosing 
it because that was the year that a man named Georg 
Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel died. He was a German phi- 
losopher who dealt only with thought in ivory towers, 
yet what Nat Turner did and thought is related to 
Hegel, though they were of course quite unknown to 
each other. 

Last year a prize was given to a white Southerner 
for a book about Nat Turner — a horrible book. A lot 
of Black intellectuals got very angry and answered 
the author, [William] Styron. 1 Theirs is not a bad an- 
swer — but what is really great is Nat Turner's own 
Confessions. They were made to a white racist, and 
Turner stressed the fact that he had the right to fight 
for freedom. He had heard voices and they told him to 
do it. Now there was another revolt that took place at 
the same time, and the white rulers were sure that 
there had been a conspiracy. Turner denied it: "I see, 
sir, you doubt my word. But cannot you think the same 
idea which prompted me might prompt others as well 


as myself to this undertaking?" 2 Here is a supposedly 
unintelligent man, and he recognizes that as great as 
is his own struggle for freedom, it is impossible that 
he, though he heard the voices from heaven, thought 
of it alone. He is absolutely sure that the Spirit, mean- 
ing the objective movement for freedom, and the people 
fighting for freedom are the same thing. 

How these two movements — objective and subjec- 
tive, idea of freedom and people fighting for freedom — 
function together, is what we are going to be learning 
today. It is called dialectics. We will see how they come 
to jam up against each other, and coalesce or not co- 
alesce, depending on whether you win or lose. And if 
we can find out what dialectics was when the Greeks 
established it, and what it was when Hegel established 
it, and what it is with Marx — we will know all there is 
to know about philosophy. 

Dialectics originally meant "dialect" or talking — 
and the Greeks had a very high opinion of it if it was the 
philosophers who were doing the talking. They had the 
first democracy for the citizens, but not for the slave la- 
borers. The idea was that if you, the philosopher, talked 
to someone, and he had an idea that opposed yours, and 
you then contemplated, you would finally come up with 
an idea that was totally different than either one origi- 
nally was. And it is true that you get some movement 
that way, but because the talk that went on was the 
talk of only intellectuals, it was contemplation alone or 
the viewing of things, not the doing of anything. 

WHAT WAS DIFFERENT about it when Hegel 
got to reestablish it for our age? We had moved from 
500 B.C., when there was a slave society, to 1789, when 
there was a French Revolution, the greatest revolution 
that had ever happened. And the people — the sans- 
culottes, the enrages, the indignant hearts — had some- 
thing to say about things. They were saying they were 
glad they got rid of Louis XVI, but what did they get 
with the overthrow of the monarchy? Why was there 
still a distinction between "passive citizens" and "ac- 
tive citizens" — especially when the so-called "passive 
citizens" were the ones who were doing all the work? 
They wanted to know why they all shouldn't be able to 
discuss things. 

This French Revolution was such a challenge to the 
people in the ivory towers, like Hegel, that he couldn't 
help reflecting it. So that when he began to talk about 
dialectic, it didn't mean only thoughts bumping up 
against each other, it meant action. It meant develop- 
ment through contradiction, the development of ideas, 
and of actual history, and of the class struggle. It was 
this development — not a process of adding up how 
many are here in this room and contrasting that with 
how many voted for [George] Wallace, 3 but of seeing 
what the people represent and how much motion they 
can get going when the idea of freedom inspires them — 
that is of the essence. 

Nevertheless, since Hegel did restrict himself to 
ideas, even though his philosophy reflected actual his- 
tory, something more was needed. When Nat Turner 
led his rebellion and Hegel died in 1831, Marx was 13 
years old. He didn't know anything about either one of 
them. But 13 years later, in 1844, he created the great- 
est philosophy of freedom, Humanism. And he built 
it on the dialectic. But he said ideas don't float in air. 
There are people who have ideas. Marx included man 
himself, men who think, who struggle for freedom, who 
try to unite the idea of freedom with the actual struggle 


for freedom. He refused to bow either to capitalism or 
to communism. He said that in place of either the profit 
motive of capitalism, or the collective form of property 
of communism, the important thing was the self-de- 
velopment of man. 

IN CREATING THIS PHILOSOPHY, he heard 
about and collaborated with the Abolitionists, Black 
and white, in this country who were struggling against 
slavery. Some so-called Marxists said, well, of course, 
they were against slavery — but the slaves just wanted 
the freedom to be exploited by the capitalist. The [so- 
called Marxists] thought they were much wiser because 
they wanted freedom from the capitalists, too. Marx 
showed them that they were crazy because freedom 
and thinking are always concrete. And in the actual 
dialectic of liberation — that is, in the actual relation of 
thought to act, in the actual development — you have 
to arouse and elicit from the population many, many 
forces. The greatest force is labor, but there are oth- 
ers, such as the youth, and in America the greatest of 
these other forces is the Black masses. Marx told the 
whites who thought they were superior because they 
were free: Look at you, you don't even have a national 
labor union — and you can't organize one because labor 
in the white skin cannot be free while labor in the Black 
skin is branded. This wasn't only "dialectics" or "phi- 
losophy." This was the way it was. We finally had the 
Civil War in the U.S., and the first national labor union 
came after that. 4 

It was by establishing labor as the center, and the 
unity of thought and practice as necessary, and by jam- 
ming up all these new ideas into a new philosophy of 
liberation that Marx was able to establish the First 

Workingmen' s International .... 

* * * 

Philosophy and Revolution has three parts. Part 
I is called "Why Hegel? Why Now?" and takes up the 
dialectic as the algebra of revolution, the methodology 
of what man has done in fighting for freedom. Once 
you get three things, you have the essence of it: 1) the 
dialectic — the actual development, through actual class 
struggle, through actual contradictions; 2) the right 
Subject — who is resolving these contradictions? Marx 
said it was the class force, but helped by other forces 
such as minorities, the Black people, and the youth; 3) 
how does this movement from below for freedom, from 
practice, unite with the movement that comes from 
theory? In other words, the relationship of theory to 
practice. 

* * * 

...[I]n becoming theoreticians, in creating a new 
philosophy by speaking for yourselves, you have to rec- 
ognize that you speak, not as individuals (though the 
individual is very great) but as the new forces that are 
necessary — what Marx called the new passions for re- 
constructing society on totally new, truly human, begin- 
nings. 

1. See William Styron, The Confessions of Nat Turner (New 
York: Random House, 1967), and John Henrik Clarke (ed.), 
William Styron s Nat Turner: Ten Black Writers Respond, 
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1968). 

2. For Nat Turner's confession, see Nat Turner, ed. by Eric 
Foner (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1971), pp. 37-55. 

3. George Wallace, Alabama's segregationist governor, who 
ran a racist presidential campaign in 1968. 

4. The first national labor union, the General Congress of La- 
bor, was formed in Baltimore in August 1866. 


Explore Marxist- Humanism on the Black dimension 

Philosophy and Revolution 

"Whether or not consciously related to the Hegelian concept— 'the 
transcendence of the opposition between Notion and Reality, and the unity 
which is the truth, rests upon this subjectivity alone’— it is clear that for 
the Black masses, Black consciousness, awareness of themselves as African 
Americans with a dual history and special pride, is a drive toward wholeness. 

...it means an end to the separation between objective and subjective." 

American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard 

"The first appearance of trade unions and workingmen's parties in the 
U.S. paralleled the greatest of the slave revolts and the emergence of the 
Abolitionist movement. This parallelism is the characteristic feature of American class struggle. Only 
when these two great movements coalesce do we reach decisive turning points in U.S. development." 

Rosa Luxemburg, Womens Liberation, 
and Marx r s Philosophy of Revolution 

"The turning point for American Black women was reached in 1867.. .when 
even the most revolutionary Abolitionists, like Frederick Douglass and Wendell 
Phillips, refused to collaborate with the women in their fight for suffrage... 

Not only did [Sojourner Truth and Harriet Tubman] separate from their 
Black male leaders and align with the white women, but it became clear that 
"short-minded" was more than an epithet. Rather, it was a new language— the 
language of thought— against those who would put any limitations to freedom." 

To order, see literature listing , p. 7 
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On t_he 60th anniversary of the coal miners ' general. strike 

Automation and Marxist-Humanism's birth 


by Andy Phillips 

I first met Raya Dunayevskaya in 1948 in Scott's 
Run, West Virginia, a coal mining area near Morgan- 
town, home of West Virginia University where I was 
a student. Raya, then known as Forest, and C.L.R. 
James, then known as Johnson, were the co-leaders 
of the Johnson-Forest Tendency (JFT), a group in the 
Workers Party (WP) that had developed the political- 
economic position that Russia, far from being a work- 
ers' state as claimed by virtually all leftist groups, had 
been transformed into a state-capitalist society. 

Dunayevskaya and James were there because five 
young members of the JFT had been inspired by Raya 
at the 1947 WP convention to go into the coal region 
to work with and recruit coal miners. The miners were 
then in the midst of colossal battles with not only the 
coal operators, but also President Truman, Congress, 
the courts and a hostile press and radio. 

COAL MINERS HAD well earned the designation 
as the shock troops of U.S. labor by their struggles in the 
early 1930s to organize themselves in the midst of the 
Depression, their leadership in establishing the CIO, 
their strike in 1943 at the height of World War II that 
broke the government-imposed wage freeze when the 
price freeze failed, and their battles against the anti-la- 
bor Taft-Hartley Act. All this was done under the lead- 
ership of John L. Lewis, president of the United Mine 
Workers of America, who was nearly idolized by all U.S. 
workers and especially the rank-and-file coal miners. 

The five JFT members in Morgantown were a 
young Marxist intellectual and his wife, a precocious 
Chicago teenager, a Navy veteran, and an Army vet- 
eran who had lost a leg in Germany. He contrasted the 
attitudes of leaders of the WP, who were full of sympa- 
thy for him, to that of Raya, who challenged him to go 
into the coal region to be on the cusp of working class 
revolutionary activity. In a very real sense, the influ- 
ence of all that developed concretely afterward stems 
from Dunayevskaya' s inspiration of those five youths. 

Whereas James spent his time in Morgantown at 
the university, Dunayevskaya wanted to go into the coal 
area to see how the miners lived. Affinity to workers 
and their families remained a characteristic through- 
out her entire life. I did not meet James until 1951. 

At this time, coal dominated the national energy 
supply, providing power for locomotives, home heat, 
steel production, electricity and all of industry. A dis- 
ruption in coal production disrupted the nation's entire 
economy, which is why there were huge stockpiles of 
coal in the U.S. and the government monitored the sup- 
ply closely. In addition, labor contracts then were 
negotiated each year, and the coal miners had a 
long principled position of "No contract, no work" 
that often resulted in long strikes. The post-war 
labor strikes that swept the nation had spawned 
the Taft-Hartley Act, which could impose a 90- 
day stay on a strike if it posed a "national emer- 
gency," as a coal strike would. 

Although I was a student at the university (under 
the GI Bill thanks to service in the Air Force), during 
the summer of 1947 I went to work in a faucet factory in 
my hometown near Morgantown, where I met the Chi- 
cago youth, who got a job there. He seemed quite knowl- 
edgeable and said he had some friends he would like me 
to meet. They turned out to be members of the JFT who 
were living cooperatively in a house in Morgantown. 

AFTER A YEAR of intense discussions and activ- 
ity with the miners, I became a member. I decided to 
go to work in the mines in the summer of 1949 and got 
a job on the afternoon shift. The coal contract expired 
on June 30, and everyone expected a coal strike, but 
Lewis adopted a new tactic — reducing work to three 
days a week and selective strikes, calling miners out in 
one part of the country while keeping them working in 
another. This prevented Truman from declaring a na- 
tional emergency since coal stockpiles remained high, 
but Lewis had violated the time-honored principle of 
"No contract, no work." 

During the summer the JFT gained several new 
members. Two were students who went to work in the 
mines, and one was in my mine. By the end of 1949 the 
in-again out-again tactic of Lewis created much poverty 
in the mine regions, as well as much frustration among 
the miners. This all changed in early January of 1950, 
when miners in northern West Virginia refused Lewis' 
order to return to work, held several mass meetings and 
took over control of the strike that spread nationwide. 

This transformation in the rank and file was truly 
remarkable: here were men who six months earlier 
passionately defended Lewis and would have willingly 
died and gone to hell for him, but now booed loudly ev- 
ery time his name was mentioned at the mass meeting 
when they took over the strike. 

Lewis, seeking to regain control, called a national 
strike. Truman threw the Taft-Hartley Act at Lewis 


and the union in February, declaring the strike illegal, 
which prohibited anyone from providing any assistance 
to the striking miners. This completely dried up the 
paltry aid that some charitable organizations had pro- 
vided miners and their families, and prevented all help 
from other sympathetic national labor unions. 

Dunayevskaya, who had moved to Pitts- 
burgh, about 60 miles from Morgantown, worked 
closely with us during the entire course of the 
strike. Recognizing the urgent need for aid that 
the miners were now expressing, she suggested 
that those of us who were miners, and who had 
a very good relationship with area union leaders 
from our strike activity, request a meeting to set 
up a miners relief committee that would select 
rank-and-file representatives to go out and seek 
assistance for the miners. 

This idea was accepted, and three militant min- 
ers went east and three west to solicit aid, with special 
emphasis on labor unions where there were members 
of the JFT. The president of the largest local union in 
the area, where the rebellion against Lewis had first 
started, volunteered his union's address for the min- 
ers relief committee. Aid poured in from throughout the 
country, ending with a caravan of five trailer trucks full 
of food and clothing from Detroit that went to five min- 
ing regions, with the last van going to Scott's Run. It 
was clear the miners would not be starved into submis- 
sion. The strike ended the next month. 1 

All of this, however, would be a footnote 
to history except for the presence of Raya Du- 
nayevskaya. She not only had a profound and compre- 
hensive grasp of Marxism, she was deeply involved in 
translating into English Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks , 
in which Lenin grapples with Hegelian philosophy, es- 
pecially dialectics. This confluence — of Dunayevskaya, 
Hegel, Marx, Lenin, dialectics and the miners' thoughts 
and actions — became the wellspring of an entirely new 
era in thought and action that illuminates the prob- 
lems we face today as well as the method to solve them. 

A problem often encountered in discussions with 
workers is the language of dialectics, the abstract ex- 
pressions used by Hegel (and others after him) to try 
to remain faithful to Hegelian philosophy. I expressed 
these concerns to Raya, who said it was important for 
philosophers to speak for themselves; however, she cer- 
tainly did understand the problem and said that what 
was important for me was to learn the philosophical 
concepts and to use my own expressions in discussions 
with workers. 

AT THE TIME THAT the strike began, the con- 
tinuous miner was introduced by the coal operators and 
totally transformed the mining process as well as the 
relationship of the miners to production. Cutting two- 
thirds of the work force and imposing horrendous work- 
ing conditions on the miners, the continuous miner 
became the precursor of what later was dubbed auto- 
mation that created not only a new stage in production, 
but also in cognition. 

As Dunayevskaya pointed out, under the impact of 
the continuous miner, which the miners called "a man- 
killer," the miners were the ones who moved the ques- 
tion of labor from what should be the fruits of labor 
(wages, benefits) to what kind of labor should hu- 
mans do? In this new formulation, Dunayevskaya also 
saw that the whole question of the separation of mental 
and manual labor under capitalism was implicit. 


The answer that Raya discerned revealed itself in 
the miners' thoughts and actions, especially as reflected 
in the mass meetings. These were not only demonstra- 
tions of revolutionary democracy, they revealed that the 
miners were putting their thoughts into action by mak- 
ing the decisions and carrying them out by themselves. 

During this time Dunayevskaya never tired of 
urging the unity of theory and practice; however, she 
did not fully realize then that the miners were demon- 
strating very concretely in what they were doing that 
practice is a form of theory. This reached its specific 
philosophic articulation during the writing of the coal 
miners' strike pamphlet, but it reveals the revolution- 
ary depth of what the miners were thinking and doing. 

SINCE THAT MOMENTOUS strike, there have 
been many developments objectively and subjectively. 
Objectively, we have careened from one crisis to anoth- 
er as reflected in an unending series of wars, civil un- 
rest, huge economic dislocations and continuous labor 
and capital confrontations, all leading to the present 
situation marked by an economic meltdown and esca- 
lating world crises. 

Subjectively, a new body of ideas was created by 
Raya Dunayevskaya that resulted in the founding of 
News and Letters Committees in 1955 and her articu- 
lation of a philosophy called Marxist-Humanism that 
analyzed those objective developments in three books: 
Marxism and Freedom , Philosophy and Revolution and 
Rosa Luxemburg , Women's Liberation and Marx's Phi- 
losophy of Revolution. 

Running like a red thread through all of her works 
is her laser focus on all revolutionary impulses that ap- 
peared and integrating them in her philosophy. This is 
perhaps most clearly seen in extending the revolution- 
ary subjects in society to include youth, women and 
oppressed minorities as well as the working class and 
incorporating them in her organization's Constitution, 
along with her major theoretical works that not only 
deal with the past but also point to the future. 

Here again we can look from today and the 
crises wracking society back to the miners' strike. 
The crises have arisen from the conditions at the 
point of production and the dehumanization that 
inevitably emerges from the division of mental 
and manual labor that exists under capitalism. 
The uniting of mental and manual labor is at the 
core of the question the miners raised when they 
asked "What kind of labor should humans do?" 

It remains the crucial question today, and while 
the miners did not succeed in transforming their condi- 
tions at the point of production to create a new human 
society, their reach to the rest of U.S. labor and their 
own actions of taking their destiny in their own hands 
point to the way, the method, for all who are aspiring to 
achieve a human society. 

IT MUST BE NOTED that of all the represen- 
tatives sent by left organizations to the mine areas to 
cover the strike, one, and only one, was able to under- 
stand the historic significance of the strike, and that 
was Raya Dunayevskaya. As she said of her experience, 
"[T]he telling of it today shows that it was in our activi- 
ties in that historic 1949-50 strike — where our theoreti- 
cal and practical work were inseparable — that we find 
the roots of what became the whole body of ideas we call 
Marxist-Humanism which has been developed over the 
full 35 year period since." 2 

Raya Dunayevskaya left us more than a legacy — 
as proud and important as that is. Much more signifi- 
cant is the challenge she left us, the challenge of being 
continuators, not only followers, of Marxist-Humanist 
philosophy and organization. The fact is that the 
problems disclosed in that strike have not only 
not been solved, they have become much more ex- 
acerbated and relevant for today. 

The major cause of the huge unemployment today 
is automation. It has not only decimated workers in 
industry, it has invaded every enterprise and home in 
the country, eliminating the jobs of millions of workers 
in offices, healthcare, advertising, newspapers, maga- 
zines, shipping, transportation — in short, the scourge 
of automation is pandemic, leaving no country or in- 
dividual unscathed. In its wake are the increasingly 
dehumanized conditions of labor, the pauperization of 
millions throughout the world and the potential ecolog- 
ical destruction of the earth. 

Capitalists and capital have no choice. They have 
but one goal, that of multiplying capital, regardless of 
the effect on human beings. All of this Dunayevskaya 
projected in her work, and along with the coal min- 
ers in 1949-1950, also projected the way out of these 
catastrophic social crises: the activity and thought of 
masses taking human destiny into their own hands. We 
have accepted Dunayevskaya' s challenge to work to cre- 
ate a new society. 

1. Full details of the strike are set forth in the News and Let- 
ters pamphlet, A 1980's View: The Coal Miners' General 
Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in the 
U.S., by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya. 

2. Coal Miners' General Strike pamphlet, p. 42. 


Celebrate the Raya 

Dunayevskaya 
Centenary Year 
by reading: 

The Coal Miners' 
General Strike of 
1949-50 and the 
Birth of Marxist- 
Humanism in 
the U.S. 

by Andy Phillips 
and 

Raya Dunayevskaya 

"The Miners' General Strike seemed to touch, 
at one and the same time, a concept Marx 
had designated as alienated labor and the 
absolute opposite to it, which Marx had 
spelled out as the end of the division be- 
tween mental and manual labor.... It is long 
past time that the full story be told, and it 
must be recorded both as it happened and as 
the crucial relationship of theory to practice 
illuminates it." 

See page 7 for order form. 
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Listening to a call-in on TV33, a 
low-power TV station in Highland Park, 
Mich., brought to my mind the impor- 
tance of "Freedom" (from "want"). The 
caller's "want" was to get due process 
in recent events that involved property 
taken and physical assault. He sound- 
ed like a person, senior in age, Af- 
rican American, who is work- 
ing hard for the wants in life. 

He is not rich, he said, 
but lawyers have taken 
thousands of dollars in 
fees and none have helped 
him in seeking redress. 

His parcels of land were in 
the vicinity of the Ambas- 
sador Bridge, where a few 
years ago the late Michael 
Jackson, along with a promi- 
nent businessman, was interested 
in building an amusement park. 

He wanted to know, "Why don't we 
hold the government accountable? Why 
don't we use it? We need to get our due as 
citizens or shut the country down!" Big 
business provides capital for the means 
of production, but the income gained by 
the workers is becoming less and less for 
more and more labor. 

We see more and more union-bust- 
ing all designed to make sure "labor 
costs" are appreciably less. No matter 
what end of the see-saw the worker is 
on, it is not a winning situation for us. 
The voices of the many are percolating 
for change. 

Ray Robeson 
Detroit, Mich. 

Today many are invoking patrio- 
tism, God, flag, and country. Do the 
right-wing Republicans, Democrats, 
Tea Baggers, et al. really know anything 
about America? Do they believe in civil 
rights for all, not just those with money 
or light skin? The hatred they spit out is 
not about American values. 

Do they care about those less for- 
tunate, whether in this country or over- 
seas? Do they believe that part of our 
greatness lies in our ethnic and religious 
diversity? Do they show their love for our 
values when they accuse our President 
of being a Fascist, Communist, or witch 
doctor? Does carrying guns to a political 
event make you a real American? 

Did these fake patriots learn any- 
thing in our schools about U.S. history, 
the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, Indi- 
ans, slavery, the Civil War? The real pa- 
triots need to stand up and be counted. 

Mark Blair, a Tom Paine Patriot 
Chicago 

I have mixed feelings about the 
Cease Fire Committee's decision in L.A. 
to contract with law enforcement. The 


I am this body marked by blows 
that walks day after day under the sun, 
under this uncertain sky of flying ma- 
chines, 

amongst gusts of smoke and 
the sound of rifles 
I am an infinite number of faces: 
the murdered boy, 
the grandmother walking 
the Lenca people armed with infinite pa- 
tience 

The woman painting banners, 

The girl on crutches 
Each facing alone or joined together 
The olive green walls weighed down with 
violence 

I can say that from my body many odors 
emanate 

The fresh-cooked montuca 
The tortilla and the beans 
The sweaty hands and tired bodies, 
but also 

the smell of shed blood 
of gas and gunpowder 
the smell of death and of fear. 

My throat 

is crowded with voices: 

I am in the passionate discussions at 
meetings 


history of the various police depart- 
ments for years has been suppression 
by force based on racism and programs 
such as "gang injunction" that help to 
criminalize and imprison mostly Black 
and Brown youths in their impoverished 
communities, on a massive scale. 

On the other hand, if 
the contract results in 
widespread interven- 
tion by community 
people who can con- 
vince the gang mem- 
bers to stop engaging 
in drug dealings or 
violence toward each 
other, the decision 
would be beneficial to 
the whole community. 
As some youth expressed 
it, they want a way out of 
their present situation. 

What is necessary to understand is 
that unemployment, poverty and racism 
cannot be eradicated as long as the capi- 
talist system of production remains. 

Basho 
Los Angeles 

The article "NYC Housing Crisis" 
(December 2009 N&L) reveals the cause 
underlying the latest rent increases 
there. It also illuminates the housing 
crisis in Detroit, where individual home 
ownership and community pride is going 
the way of the family farm swallowed up 
by agribusiness. 

In my neighborhood, until two 
years ago vacant houses were quickly 
purchased and pretty soon you would 
see signs that the owners were improv- 
ing them. Now, the streetscape is worse 
than in the 1980s, the last time govern- 
ment was unable to repair or demolish 
vacant houses. 

Eventually, the vacant lots were 
bought up cheaply by developers who 
then sold the flimsy new construction 
at ten times what they had paid for the 
land. While new homes looked good for a 
while, no one developed the surrounding 
communities. 

Access to public transportation 
(Mayor Bing has cut bus service, posing 
huge hardships for people without cars), 
quality retail stores, and city services 
have all suffered, but developers made 
money. The stage is set for a repeat of 
this pattern in the 21 st century. 

SVG 

Detroit 

It's looking like the government is 
going to spend almost a trillion dollars 
over the next ten years to expand the 
"business" of health, but not to expand 
real patient coverage. It's claimed state- 
mandated health coverage would be tan- 


the teacher s shout 

the story of the young woman who was 
raped, 

In the protest of the beaten, of the tor- 
tured 

In the voice that sings in the streets 
I am thousands of hats and 
hundreds of words, 

I am embraces, tears, 
tenderness, bursts of laughter. 

I am full of smiles that illuminate the 
day 

colors that come from every place 
I have joy, an urge to dance, 

I have hope. 

Because without me the streets 
Would be left alone, 

Because without me the walls would say 
nothing 

Because I am your hands, your tired feet, 
Your voice. 

I am the resistance 

(translated by Laura Mannen) 

Our thanks to the Freedom Social- 
ist Party for sharing this poem by Hon- 
duran feminist and coup resister, Jes- 
sica Isla, in their "Revolutionary New 
Year's greeting for 2010." 


tamount to "socialism." Only "private 
enterprise" supposedly knows how to 
do it right. But we do have state-man- 
dated "cost control," The pharmaceuti- 
cal industry and HMO industry execs 
are very satisfied, because they helped 
write the "Reform" bill. It's the per- 
fect legislation to keep the same power 
structure intact. 

Health worker 
San Francisco 

I nominate for the greatest irony 
of the century: a sitting war president 
awarded the "Nobel Peace Prize." It's 
like Orwell's 1984 prediction: "war is 
peace." 

Antiwar activist 
California 

The rise of a "respectable" neo-fas- 
cism in Europe is troubling. It was seen 
in the recent vote in Switzerland to ban 
minarets on mosques. That proposal 
was placed on the ballot by the far Right, 
and passed by 57% of votes even though 
it was opposed by most mainstream 
religious and civil organizations. Ironi- 
cally, most of Switzerland's Muslims are 
people who escaped "ethnic cleansing" 
in Bosnia and Kosova. 

Bosnia freedom supporter 
Illinois 

The Editorial on Pakistan in the 
December N&L stayed true to its focus 
on looking at things from the point of 
view of the subjectivities from below. 
The obsession in the media about troop 
levels being sent to Afghanistan is a di- 
version when the real question in Paki- 
stan is the attack on the civilian popu- 
lation by all the parties: the Taliban, 
the Pakistani government and the U.S. 
(Doesn't terrorism there include the 
drone attacks?) N&L s focus is on the 
little discussed freedom movements on 
the ground. The revolutionary perspec- 
tive is not foreclosed. That's why N&L s 
coverage is so crucial. 

Burmese immigrant 
California 


HAITI'S DISASTROUS QUAKE 

The earthquake that devastated 
Haiti was the most powerful to hit the 
area in 200 
years. It was 
long-feared, 
but little pre- 
pared for by 
either the U.S. 
or UN, which 
have taken 
responsibility for "peacekeeping." What 
this has traditionally meant is that the 
U.S. government wants to think about 
Haiti as little as possible. 

Now it is feared that over 100,000 
may have perished beneath the col- 
lapsed buildings of Port-au-Prince. Up 
to 3 million people may have been ren- 
dered homeless or in need of immediate 
aid. Haitian- American activist George 
Wilfrid Smith said "It's good that they 
are sending relief. I guess it took a disas- 
ter to make them pay attention to Haiti, 
though. The airport there is small, so 
they're going to have difficulty getting 
supplies in. Also the roads are messed 
up and that will make it difficult to de- 
liver them. They're also likely to cancel 
the upcoming election. It was scheduled 
in a couple months. But I know they 
don't want to see Aristide coming back 
now. They're afraid of a rebellion on top 
of all the rest of this." 

Concerned 

Chicago 

Editor s note: See "Haiti s unnatu- 
ral disaster," p. 12. 


CARING ABOUT OUR CHILDREN 

I really liked the Essay on "Child- 
care and Marx's vision of the future" 
in the October-November N&L. It was 
very well written, and I liked the way 
it put together with Marx the questions 
of child care, labor and the man/woman 
relation. I haven't seen any other ar- 
ticles written about the issue this way. 

Suzanne Rose 
Seattle 

*** 

The suggestion now being floated 
by more and more government bureau- 
crats that teacher pay and retention 
should be based on student test scores 
is laughable. The focus on standardized 
"test scores" ignores the fact that we 
live in a heterogeneous society — one in 
which a child who lives in a poor, immi- 
grant community plagued with gangs, 
drug use and many dysfunctional fami- 
lies is "compared" via test scores with 
a child who lives in the financial lap of 
luxury at home and at school. 

Kindergarten teacher 
Illinois 

*** 

This is a National Call for a March 4 
Strike and Day of Action to defend pub- 
lic education. California has recently 
seen a massive movement erupt in de- 
fense of public education. Because the 
layoffs, fee hikes, cuts, and the re-seg- 
regation of public education are taking 
place throughout the country, a nation- 
wide resistance movement is needed. We 
call on all students, workers, teachers, 
parents and their organizations and 
communities across the country. 

California Coordinating Committee 
march4strikeanddayofaction@gmail.com 


THE GLBT MOVEMENT TODAY 

From the Compton Cafeteria riots of 
1966 to today, there is still discrimina- 
tion within our Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
and Transgender community. For years, 
people have gotten away with using the 
"B," not for equal representation but as 
a credit to fill a quota. There are people 
who degrade bisexual people as going 
through a phase. 

Between the Dyke march, Matthew 
Shepard march, and Transgender Day 
of Remembrance, Bisexual people have 
been forgotten. We have lessened Au- 
gust Provost and Bill Clayton as we have 
remembered more of Matthew Shepard, 
Brandon Teena and others. 

The Bisexual community has their 
own flag because their voices have final- 
ly been heard and respected. Bisexual 
people will humbly continue to fight any 
bigotry within our own Gay, Lesbian, Bi- 
sexual, Transgender community. 

Br. Michael C. Oboza 
Straight and Gay Alliance ministry 
*** 

Attorneys within the Cook County 
State's Attorney's office recently leaked 
to the Gay Liberation Network that 
their boss, State's Attorney Anita Al- 
varez, is planning on not prosecuting 
Chicago Police Officer Richard Florito, 
although videos from his own squad car 
show he committed perjury by falsely 
charging Gays and other motorists with 
DUI. Several victims report him yelling 
homophobic slurs at them during the 
false arrests. 

Anyone upset by this latest devel- 
opment is asked to contact Ms. Alvarez 
to protest her failure to protect LGBTs 
and others from officers like Florito. Call 
the Cook County State's Attorney's Of- 
fice at 312-603-5440 or email them at 
stateattorney@cookcountygov.com. 

Gay Liberation Network 
Chicago 
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RELATING PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION 


There is an important relationship 
between the Essay by Raha on "Iran: 
Secularism and social emancipation" 
and Dunayevskaya's Archives column on 
"Levi-Strauss and the battle of ideas," 
both in the December 2009 N&L. Read- 
ing them gives a sense of the relation 
of secularism and "non-meaning": the 
way Raya is addressing the importance 
of "meaning" speaks to the Iranians' 
struggle. Religion is supposed to provide 
that meaning. Levi-Strauss would laugh 
at that. It's like a kid who keeps asking 
"why?" — there's always another "why." 

Secularism doesn't eliminate the 
need for meaning. You can get rid of re- 
ligion and replace it with secularism but 
you still have to have some meaning for 
living. You can't just say it's for freedom 
without giving it some concrete content. 
Raha's essay goes beyond the usual Left 
view of religion because it challenges 
secularism itself. 

David M'Oto 
California 

In her Archives writing in the De- 
cember issue, Dunayevskaya was chal- 
lenging youth (including especially, I 
think, in her own organization) to be- 
come thought-divers and to themselves 
challenge all the alternatives to Marx's 
Marxism. She focused especially on the 
structuralist Levi-Strauss and his con- 
cept of "meaningless" as part of "mean- 
ing." What I think she was saying was 
that if you look at a particular labor 
demonstration as only about a particu- 
lar issue, it is just a "thing in itself' that 
has no other meaning. But if you see it 
as part of centuries of labor protests, it 
becomes a universal endeavor toward a 
new society, and new human relations. 
She was trying to create a new ground 
for organization. In my view she was 
asking the youth to help develop the 
"Dialectics of Philosophy and Organiza- 
tion" she was working on. 

Labor activist 
Los Angeles 

The essay by Raha, his report on the 
November uprisings, and news reports 
of continuing mass protests, provide a 


beacon for all who envision a human so- 
ciety. Iran shows the persistence of the 
Idea of Freedom. Raha's exposition of 
the irony of the theocratic state trans- 
forming religion into a means of po- 
litical control is very illuminating — the 
abortion foes in the U.S. have done the 
same thing to the proposed healthcare 
bill by prohibiting private insurance 
companies who use federal funds from 
selling abortion coverage. Likewise, the 
warning against seeking secularism as 
an end in itself is important — having 
emerged from the extreme secularism 
of the Christmas holiday period, I know 
I want a better society than the secular 
one we have now! 

Reader 
New York 

*** 

Raha's Essay presents the problem 
of Iran in the opposite way from the 
Left. It's not "who is more anti-imperial- 
ist?" but starts with the need to confront 
counter-revolutionary anti-imperialism. 
On the basis of a previous revolution 30 
years ago, he is asking what happens 
after? 

Writer 

California 



Your "announcement and an in- 
vitation" to help celebrate the Cente- 
nary of Raya Dunayevskaya's birth in 
the last N&L seemed a great opportu- 
nity for me to let you know how grate- 
ful I am to have met her and Marxist- 
Humanism. It changed the course of 
my life by teaching me that Marxism 
and feminism were not two mutually 
exclusive philosophies, but that Marx- 
ism enriches feminism. Lucky for me, I 
learned about Marxism through Marx- 
ist-Humanism, rather than through 
some post-Marx Marxists who would 
have told me how women's liberation 
has to wait until after the revolution 


and that women's struggles are a diver- 
sion from revolution. 

Women's Liberationist 
Detroit 

Raya Dunayevskaya's Marxist-Hu- 
manism is unique, in recapturing the 
philosophic creativity found in Marx 
and exploring for the first time all the 
dimensions that opened up. It is philoso- 
phy become fully human, embracing real 
life and history. Philosophy is no elite 
preserve. There is no mysticism of the 
State, the Party, or the Genius. There 
is no mystification of the meaning of 
"freedom." Instead, the idea of freedom 
is made so concrete that it points to the 
future in the struggles of workers, wom- 
en and all of the oppressed. That is an 
achievement worth celebrating in this 
Dunayevskaya Centenary year. 

Tim Finnigan 
Illinois 


WHO READS NEWS & LETTERS ? 

Greetings to every one of you for 
your hard work! Freedom will someday 
be real, but for now all must fight for 
real freedom. N&L is the only true voice 
of working people that allows workers 
to have our own voice! Others want to 
put the words in the worker's mouth, 
but N&L allows the workers to speak for 
themselves. Someday workers may have 
their own Blue Sheet like at GM at the 
South Gate Plant in California back in 
the 1970s. Someday the workers at Wal- 
Mart may have a real workers' meeting 
and be able to truly fight for freedom! 
Maybe 2010 will be when freedom truly 
begins throughout the world! Freedom 
Now! Martin 

Southern California 

If I recall correctly, I ran across 
N&L about two years ago online when 
I was doing what I usually spend most 
of my time online doing, which was re- 
searching leftism. I thoroughly enjoy 
reading the articles I've read in N&L , 
and it is looking like it is going to be 
my new publication of choice. It doesn't 
talk over people's heads, but it doesn't 
talk down to people, either. It explains 
theory, which is all too often overlooked 


in leftist dialogue. I am most interested 
as of late in the ideas of self-governing 
socialism, particularly the history of it 
and the history of its philosophy. I would 
have supported the Workers' Opposition 
in Russia rather than Lenin or Trotsky, 
and I think the fact that the Workers' 
Opposition was killed by Lenin is the 
reason the USSR only lived for 70 years. 
I am ordering a $5 subscription via Pay- 
Pal. New Reader 

North Carolina 

VOICES FROM 
INSIDE THE 
WALLS 

Your paper 
has been ex- 
tremely informa- 
tive, especially 
on the GLBT 
movement and 
the healthcare is- 
sue. The information allows me to help 
others look at our government through a 
new set of eyes. 

Prisoner 
Huntingdon, Pa. 

*** 

N&L is the most broadly informa- 
tive political organ I've been privileged 
to read. Others fall seriously short in 
explorations of various issues where a 
critical analysis is needed. Those who 
are hamstrung in thinking beyond the 
restructuring of capitalism fail to grasp 
the idea of freedom that does not sub- 
mit to an abstraction, be it capitalism 
or state-capitalism. I think it is because 
I have not found another organ that is 
clearly beyond the old path of an elit- 
ist attitude, as in the idea of a "party to 
lead." Most important is N&L s concept 
of "human power as its own end." 

Prisoner 
Crescent City, Cal. 

I was amazed and excited to finally 
find a newspaper that interests me so 
extremely. It made me thank our won- 
derful "justice" system for not giving 
me life, because I see there is a struggle 
far too big to fight just in here. Another 
world IS possible. 

Prisoner 
lone, Cal. 
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Books 

by RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 

□ Philosophy and Revolution: from Hegel to Sartre and from 

Marx to Mao 30th Anniversary edition, 2003 $24.95 

□ Marxism and Freedom: from 1776 until Today 

2000 edition. Foreword by Joel Kovel $24.95 

□ Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy 

of Revolution 1991 edition. Author's new introduction. Foreword 
by Adrienne Rich $24.95 

□ Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reach- 
ing for the Future $14.95 

□ The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the Dialectic in 

Hegel and Marx $24.95 

□ The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism: Selected 

Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya $8.50 

□ The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism: Two 
Historic-Philosophic Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya 

Contains "Presentation on Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy of June 1 , 1987" and 1953 "Letters on Hegel's Absolutes" 

$3 paperback, $10 hardcover 


by CHARLES DENBY 

□ Indignant Heart; A Black Worker's Journal 

Includes Afterword by Raya Dunayevskaya $14.95 


by KEVIN ANDERSON 

□ Lenin, Hegel, and Western Marxism: A Critical Study 

First full-length treatment of Lenin's studies of Hegel $15.95 


Pamphlets 

□ Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western 'Civilization' 


(Expanded edition) $5 

□ Kosova: Writings from News & Letters , 1998-1999 $3.50 


□ The Revolutionary Journalism of Felix Martin (Isaac Woods)..$8 


□ American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard, 
by Raya Dunayevskaya, 40th anniversary edition 

□ Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles: Race, Philosophy & 
the Needed American Revolution by John Alan 

Each $8, Special: Both for $15, including postage. 


□ Explorations in Dialectical and Critical Theory 

From Hegel to Derrida and from Marx to Meszaros $5 

□ Marx's Capital and Today's Global Crisis 

Includes critiques of Ernest Mandel and Tony Cliff $2 

□ Myriad Global Crises of the 1980s and the Nuclear World since 
World War II 

by Raya Dunayevskaya $2 

□ Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the 
Afro-Asian Revolutions 

by Raya Dunayevskaya $1.25 

□ Voices from within the Prison Walls 

by D. A. Sheldon. Prisoners' views of (in)justice system and orga- 
nizing from within $8 

For pamphlet plus donor copy for a prisoner $16 

□ Working Women for Freedom 

by Angela Terrano, Marie Dignan, and Mary Flolmes $5 

□ Dos ensayos por Raya Dunayevskaya $2 


Ongoing Revolutionary History 

□ The Coal Miners' General Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of 
Marxist-Humanism In the U.S. 

by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya $5 

□ America's First Unfinished Revolution: the untold story of the 

true creators of independence— workers, yeomanry, Blacks 
and women by M Franki and J. Hillstrom $5 

□ On the 100th Anniversary of the First General Strike in the U.S. 

by Terry Moon and Ron Brokmeyer $5 

□ Free Speech Movement and the Negro Revolution 

by Mario Savio, Eugene Walker and Raya Dunayevskaya $10 


□ News and Letters Committees Constitution 44 <p postage 

□ Marxist-Humanist Literature Catalog 

A full list of publications (includes many not listed here) available 
from News and Letters Committees 61 1 postage 

Archives 


□ Guides to Collection and Supplement to the Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya Collection: Marxist-Humanism: A Half Century of Its 


World Development 

Full description of 15,000-page microfilm collection $4.50 

□ The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection— Marxist-Humanism: A 
Half Century of Its World Development 

A 15,000-page microfilm collection on 8 reels available from 
Wayne State University, Detroit, Ml 48202 $165 


Newspaper 

□ News & Letters subscription 

Unique combination of worker and intellectual published 6 times 
a year. (Request information about gift subscriptions.) $5/year 

□ Bound Volumes of News & Letters 

1970-77, 1977-84, 1984-87, 1987-94, 1994-99 $30 each 

N&L is also available on microfilm. 

Mail orders to: 

News & Letters, 228 South Wabash, Suite 230, Chicago, IL 60604, 
Phone (312) 431-8242 
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Iran: Ashura revolt shakes regime 


Hubert Harrison and 
Harlem Radicalism 

Hubert Harrison was a self- 
educated socialist organizer and 
orator, agitator for race pride 
and education for Black people, 
unflagging supporter of labor. He 
was a mentor to Marcus Garvey 
and A. Philip Randolph and a 
sharp critic of war, imperialism, 
capitalism, and any Black leader 
beholden to white power such as 
Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. 
Du Bois. 

Perry's new biography — a 
second volume covering 1918- 
1927 is planned — provides a rich- 
ly detailed picture of Harrison's 
intellectual, social and theoretical 
development unseparated from 
his daily activities. In addition 
to the narrative, notes and an index enable readers to 
further develop any topic related to the socialist and 
revolutionary context of Harrison's life and work. 
REVOLUTION AND PHILOSOPHY 

Shortly after Harrison arrived in New York in 1903, 
he won a medal for oratory in the New York Evening 
High School and had letters published in The New York 
Times', on lynching, in defense of an English anarchist, 
and against the racist views of Mississippi governor 
James K. Vardaman. He was attracted to "freethought" 
and the theory of evolution, and registered increasing 
dissatisfaction with religion. He convened a study cir- 
cle with his fellow postal workers. In 1907 he began a 
history of the Reconstruction period "that will bring a 
knowledge of psychology and sociology to the exposition 
of Negro history... that will attempt to bring... some- 
thing of a philosopher's insight... all this by putting me 
in full touch with the life of my people will aid me in 
understanding them better..." For the remainder of his 
life Harrison rooted his work in the life of Black mass- 
es, calling in a 1917 editorial in his paper, The Voice, for 
"a New leadership, based not upon the ignorance of the 
masses, but their intelligence." 

After two of Harrison's letters to The New York 
Times sharply criticized Booker T. Washington, Harri- 
son suddenly ran into difficulties at his post office job. 
Perry presents evidence that Washington's "Tuskegee 
Machine" was instrumental in his firing in September 
1911. From 1911 through 1914 Harrison became a paid 
organizer and speaker for the Socialist Party. He was 
forced out of the Party when he criticised its failures 
1) to address racism, 2) to support the IWW and 3) to 
support the 1913 silkworkers' strike in Paterson, New 
Jersey. 

Just as throughout history the Black masses have 
put American civilization on trial, Harrison's thought 
and activity put U. S. socialism on trial. The Social- 
ist Party was unable to transcend the racial and class 
barriers to develop an American socialism that fully 
included Black masses. Harrison wrote: "The Negro is 
the touchstone of the modern democratic idea [whose 
presence puts] democracy to the proof and reveals the 
falsity of it" (p. 162). Simple democracy for African 
Americans implied a revolution "startling to think of' 
(p. 158). To Harrison, championing the cause of Blacks 
was the key to revolutionary strategy in the U.S. Perry 
quotes historian Winston James: "American socialism 
did not keep faith with Hubert Harrison, Harrison kept 
faith with socialism" (p. 218). 

NOT NARROW NATIONALISM 

Harrison's concept of race-consciousness embraced 
women's suffrage, sexual liberation and the movement 
for birth control; the Irish rebellion of 1916 and the 
Russian Revolution. He revealed European imperial- 
ism in Africa as a major motive for World War I. He 
critiqued the "suicidal policy of certain trades unions 
in excluding Negroes from membership" because they 
were then easily used as strikebreakers (p.174). 

Harrison identified his philosophy as race-con- 
scious "first" but he was never narrowly nationalistic. 
Perry points out that he both "laid the ideological and 
organizational foundation for the race radicalism of 
Garvey and the class radicalism of [A. Philip] Randolph 
and [Chandler] Owen." Nevertheless he critiqued both 
and eventually broke with Garvey. 

Even a comprehensive overview of Harrison's work 
barely scratches the surface of his activity and thought 
and its meaning for today's struggles. Reading Har- 
rison's biography generates a flood of questions, emo- 
tions and speculations. Why, 100 years later, are we still 
fighting to integrate national self-determination with 
class struggle? What if U.S. socialism had based itself 
on the totality of Marx's humanism instead of a mecha- 
nistic, anti-dialectical concept of class struggle? Why 
was this remarkable freedom fighter so utterly forgot- 
ten? Most important, can today's revolutionaries con- 
tinue the dialogue with Harrison's body of work in the 
freedom struggles of our time? Hopefully, some of that 
dialogue will take place in the pages of News & Letters. 

— Susan Van Gelder 


The uprising of Iranian people on Dec. 27, 2009, 
caught everyone by surprise both in its depth and 
breadth, including the opposition leaders. It was truly 
spontaneous and self-directed. Unlike previous street 
protests, no one, that is, no organization or leader 
called for it. It displayed remarkable creativity of the 
masses in the way it foiled all security preparations 
of the riot police who were pre-staged throughout the 
intersections in central Tehran as well as other major 
cities. The powers that be simply did not anticipate 
such unprecedented turnout. More importantly, just 
like all other repressive regimes, 
they overestimated their own prow- 
ess in holding the monopoly of force, 
and did not, could not, foresee a 
situation where an unarmed but 
awakened and determined citizenry 
would overrun their fortified posi- 
tions and take matters into their 
own hands. 

Let's recap. The persistent mass 
movement has for nearly seven long 
months marched patiently, even si- 
lently at times, to express its irre- 
pressible desire for freedom. It has 
successfully demonstrated to the en- 
tire world that without its consent, 

Iran is ungovernable. It has even ap- 
pealed to the rank-and-file members 
of the paramilitary Basij force to 
join them. Yet it has suffered death, 
jail, torture and rape. Months and 
months of unimaginable repression 
had the effect only of turning the 
civil intifada of the population as a 
whole into an explosive power ready to strike back at 
any moment. Finally the masses erupted on Ashura (a 
religious holiday commemorating a martyr), making 
full use of its symbolism as a day to conquer fear and 
stand up to a tyrannical power. 

Not only the youth and women, who are always 
at the forefront, but also the working poor joined in. 
Thus, once the Basij opened fire and shot directly into 
the crowd, killing dozens and wounding many more, a 
hand-to-hand combat ensued. Make no mistake. This 
was a precursor of an all-out civil war! People set up 
barricades, used bare hands, rocks and stones to battle 
the mighty power of a fully armed riot police. They set 
police and Basij headquarters ablaze, tore down giant 
pictures of the Supreme Leader, as the personification 
of their oppression. They overran the Basij in many 
locations, and yet their true humanity was on full dis- 
play when they captured members of the Basij, pro- 
tected them from harm, disarmed them and stripped 

The socialism of 
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here to put an end to the exploitation of one group by 
another, whether that group be social, economic or ra- 
cial... the affirmation of this is the present duty of the 
Socialist Party" (p. 59). Addressing socialists, he wrote, 
"the ten million Negroes of America form a group that 
is more essentially proletarian than any other Ameri- 
can group" (p. 71). 

It was the "essentially proletarian" character of Af- 
rican Americans that led him to the formulation that 
African Americans are "Negroes first." This was not a 
form of chauvinism and was not unreasonable consid- 
ering the nature of race relations in the early 1900s. 
There were race riots against African 
Americans in major cities like Chicago, 

St. Louis, and Tulsa. There was massive 
segregation and the return of the KKK 
with pervasive lynchings in the South. 

All political parties, including the 
Socialists, failed to challenge racism. 

This was a "crucial test" for Harrison and he left the 
Socialists while never forgetting the importance of the 
struggle of labor. 

In 1917 he founded the Liberty League with a pa- 
per called The Voice as part of the whole New Negro 
movement of the Harlem Renaissance. The Harlem Re- 
naissance remembered today is primarily cultural, but 
what Perry is highlighting through Harrison is that 
it was a massive social movement. Eventually African 
Americans organized themselves by the millions in the 
Garvey Movement. Harrison became an editor of Gar- 
vey's paper The Negro World. 

The two poles usually cited as models for African- 
American leadership at the time were: either the ac- 
commodationism of Booker T. Washington or W.E.B. 
Du Bois's idea that African Americans should be led 
by an elite "Talented Tenth." Harrison's support of the 
Garvey movement reflected a different view of the Af- 
rican-American masses. He called for a "leadership... 
based not upon the ignorance of the masses but upon 
their intelligence" (p. 119). He also opposed Du Bois for 
his support of the U.S. in World War I. 

He published in The Voice on July 25, 1918, "The 


them of their riot gear, and then let them go. Many a 
Basiji joined the crowd, refused to fire, and even ex- 
pressed regret at having attacked their "brethren." 

But let's harbor no illusion about the breakdown 
of this repressive institution. It was only after hours 
of street battle, only after massive reinforcement from 
nearby towns that the security forces were able to re- 
gain control of the streets. Even then, sporadic battles 
continued into the night. Clearly the Iranian people 
have stated their case: We will not retreat, and we will 
not rest until we are free! Without a doubt, with the 
events of Ashura, the fight for free- 
dom reached a turning point. No lon- 
ger are we demanding "Where is my 
vote?" Gone are the days when the 
movement aimed at mere removal of 
Ahmadinejad or called for a recount 
or a new election. It is now aimed at 
the entirety of the theocratic system 
at whose head sits Khamenei as the 
Supreme Leader. 

What is new as well is that the 
self-mobilization of the masses chal- 
lenged revolutionary theory. The 
thinkers and theoreticians who pos- 
sessed much vital energy in their 
deliberations and public discourse, 
seem to have become quiet for now. 

Those on the Left who have 
raised their voice, unfortunately, 
have made the narrow ground of 
violence/non-violence their guiding 
principle, as if that defines what is 
a full-blown revolution. On the other 
hand, when Mousavi did finally come 
out with a statement, while not retreating from his 
original demands, he did not articulate any new ideas 
based on the new objective-subjective stage reached 
by the liberation movement. 

Instead, while challenging the reprehensible ac- 
tions of the government, and denouncing their open 
declaration of war, he attempted to de-escalate the 
situation. After bravely declaring his readiness to em- 
brace death and rightly stating that this movement is 
not "about me," he then failed to take responsibility 
for the direction of the movement. 

What this new moment demands is to face the 
stark reality that, once again, practice has far out- 
paced theory and to take responsibility to articulate 
a theory of liberation that embraces from within the 
totality of the people's aspirations; one that helps the 
continuity of the fight for freedom also the day after 
this inhuman, class-ridden, sexist, exploitative system 
is overthrown. — Raha 

Hubert Harrison 

Descent of Dr. Du Bois," a critical answer to Du Bois's 
"Close Ranks" editorial in Du Bois's magazine Crisis. 
Did Du Bois write this editorial to get a desk captaincy 
in military intelligence, as some have claimed? What- 
ever the reason, it caused an intensive debate in the 
African-American community, and it raised the ques- 
tion of whether Du Bois could be the great leader of 
African Americans. 

'SPECIAL GRIEVANCES' SPELLED OUT 

What galled Harrison in Du Bois's editorial was 
the statement "Let us, while this war lasts, forget our 
special grievances [Harrison's emphasis] and close 
our ranks, shoulder to shoulder, with our white fellow- 

citizens..." 
Harrison re- 
sponded that 
"our 'special 
grievances' 
[...] consist 

of lynching, segregation and disfranchisement." Thus, 
"Negroes of America cannot perceive either their lives, 
their manhood or their right to vote (which is their po- 
litical life and liberties) with these things in existence... 
Instead of the war for democracy making [our special 
grievances] less necessary, it makes them more so" (p. 
171). 

In spite of all the gains made since the 1920s, to- 
day's calls for a "war for democracy" abroad still sound 
hollow in the African-American communities, which 
every day experience the terrorism of police brutality, 
economic deprivation, and other forms of racism. 

Perry stresses that Hubert Harrison always put 
his faith in the masses. For Harrison, everything comes 
back to the masses as the source of vitality in culture 
and art, giving them a real direction, a "backbone of 
every good cause" (p. 405). 

This is an absolutely necessary beginning for com- 
prehension of U.S. history and the self-development of 
the Idea of freedom. The full articulation of that Idea 
is a philosophy of liberation, which will not only guar- 
antee that that history is not forgotten, but will point a 
way to a different future. 



Hubert Harrison: 
The Voice of Har- 
lem Radicalism, 
1883 - 1918 , by Jef- 
frey B. Perry, Co- 
lumbia Univ. Press, 
New York, 2009, 600 
pages. 



BLACK/REDVIEW 




JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2010 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


Page 9 


Traveling down Gloria Joseph's Glory Road 


On Time and In Step: Reunion on the Glory Road 
by Gloria I. Joseph (Winds of Change Press, Chris- 
tiansted, St. Croix Virgin Islands, 00820) is a difficult 
book to characterize. It is certainly fictional — a novel 
based on historic figures whose names will be recog- 
nized by ordinary, well-read people, especially those 
in both the Black and Women's Movements. But these 
historic figures are all living in the "hereafter" and en- 
gage in constant very alive dialogues with each other, 
discussing both the past and contemporary events with 
an energy that can become a trajectory to the future, 
for its readers. 

Joseph has created a highly original and provoca- 
tive work by following her story's two main characters, 
Sojourner Truth and Malcolm X, as they walk down 
Glory Road and meet up with a mind-boggling number 
of other celebrated world figures. It is not a "fast read" 
and cannot be skimmed. It is provocative because these 
characters argue and debate with each other all the 
way through the 266 pages of the work, on the philo- 
sophic questions that history has revealed. 

A few examples will give some indication of what 
the reader has in store, and reveal the meaning of the 
distinctive names given to the various lodges where the 
characters are housed, and that Sojourner and Mal- 
colm visit on their stroll. One can only imagine, for ex- 
ample, the intensity of a discussion on education, at the 
"Philosophers and Writers' Retreat," between W.E.B. 
DuBois and Booker T. Washington, in which Sojourner 
enters and interjects a discussion of Amy Jacques Gar- 
vey and the importance of the role of women. 

There is the discussion at the "Musicians Mansion" 
between Tupac Shakur and Mahalia Jackson, known 
fondly on Glory Road as the "odd couple," on the con- 
demnation of Shakur' s misogynous rapping vs. the pos- 
sibility of setting gospel songs to a rap beat and bring- 
ing rap into a place in musical history. 

One of the most important discussions takes place 
in "Caribbean Corners" and involves the tragic stories 
of Maurice Bishop in Grenada and Walter Rodney in 
Guyana. What deserves particular study here is the in- 
clusion, as part of the Endnotes to this chapter, of the 
full pamphlet titled "Grenada: This Invasion Was Not 
Televised," written by Gloria I. Joseph and Johnnetta 
B. Cole at the time of the event in 1983. 

There is no room in this review to look into all the 
other dwellings where the characters carry on their 
pursuits: from Ida B. Wells Tea Room, where she con- 
tinues to hold forums and debates; to the Skies of the 
Native American Ghost Riders; or Gay Gardens; or In- 
ventors' Enclave; or the Writers and Poets' Pavillion. 
Those titles can, however, provide a hint at the cover 
of this book, where the portraits are far from what 
you might expect to have been chosen: Mother Jones, 
Geronimo, Amelia Earhart and Babe Ruth. 

"Why a portrait of Babe Ruth?" is fully explained 
in the chapter on the Athlete's Arena as a serious dia- 
logue between him and Josh Gibson, widely known as 
the "Black Babe Ruth" — which Babe ends with the con- 
clusion that "racism in sports still stinks to high heav- 
ens," and Josh's warning to him to "remember where 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

Fawziya Janahi of Bahrain is the "guardian angel" 
to the Arab world's Transgender people. She is the sole 
attorney in that region who seeks legal sanction for 
them, from getting sex change surgeries to obtaining 
the necessary identification and government papers. 
Inspired by her Transgender college roommate's strug- 
gle and eventual victory to be considered a woman, in 
which Janahi was her attorney, she hopes for the time 
when it is legal for Transgender people to transition 
smoothly in the Gulf. While Bahrain has clear laws 
about Transgender transition and recognition, Janahi 
knows much more progress is needed in the entire re- 
gion. 

* * * 

Serious health disparities in the Bisexual commu- 
nity were illuminated at the annual Bi Health Summit, 
held in Chicago in affiliation with the National LGBT 
Health Summit. Making up about half the LGB popu- 
lation, Bisexuals have higher rates of depression and 
anxiety, alcohol and drug abuse, suicidal thoughts and 
physical and sexual abuse. While stigma and bipho- 
bia — from both the straight and Gay communities — are 
thought to be key factors for these health disparities, 
advocacy is among the steps strongly recommended for 
reducing them. 

* * * 

Transgender woman Amanda Simpson has been 
appointed a senior technical advisor in the Department 
of Commerce by President Obama. Ms. Simpson is a 
flight instructor and test pilot holding degrees in engi- 
neering, physics and business administration. 


we are." These pages are a testament to Joseph's exten- 
sive knowledge of sports, male and female. 

Indeed, all of the topics and characters she tackles 
in this fascinating book provide an important picture of 
who Joseph is. The pages "About the Author" tell us im- 
portant facts about her education, which goes well be- 
yond her academic degrees to what she called her "truly 
meaningful education" that took her, from months to 
several years, in China, France, Southern Africa, Italy, 
Cuba, South Africa, Germany, and across the U.S. The 
text tells us about her deep knowledge of history, her 
openness to differing ideas, her creativity, her wonder- 
ful sense of humor; and her love of dress, color, food, of 
trees and flowers — in the detailed descriptions of all the 
characters and places she introduces to us. 

Most of all we get to know the author through the 
contentious dialogues she "hears" and the principles 
she finds important to explain the history and philoso- 
phy she has discovered. It is why the last two essays, 
one on Sojourner Truth, the other on Malcolm X — after 
the two protagonists she has chosen to follow on their 
stroll down the Glory Road, have returned to their re- 
spective domains — are so important to study as the 
principles she has discovered for herself. 

The essay on "Sojourner Truth: Archetypal Black 
Feminist" was written in 1990 as part of "Wild Women 
in the Whirlwind: Afro American Culture and the Con- 
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revolutionary one. 

At the same time President Obama is being at- 
tacked viciously by the Right as a "socialist," while 
socialism is equated with "National Socialism." Vari- 
ous "Tea Parties" made up of 
John Birchers, white suprem- 
acists, and corporate shills 
make blatant racist attacks, 
demonizing Obama as the 
"Other," not a "Real Ameri- 
can." Yet the right-wing talk- 
ing head Glenn Beck has the 
nerve to call Obama "a racist 
who hates white culture." 

This is a movement to be 
taken seriously. It is the heir 
of Jim Crow and the "South- 
ern Strategy," of Wallace and 
"white backlash." It doesn't 
represent a majority, but that 
only makes it more frenziedly 
hateful. Its rhetoric goes fur- 
ther in racism and homopho- 
bic hate than Goldwater was 
ever willing to tread and in- 
cludes a new McCarthyism as 
demonstrated in the attacks 
upon Van Jones and other Obama appointees. Remarks 
by Rush Limbaugh opposing U.S. aid to earthquake- 
ravaged Haiti, and by Rev. Pat Robertson claiming the 
disaster was a result of Haitians' "pact wth the devil" 
reveal the most depraved racism. It also has a lot of 
corporate backing. 

It is ultimately the fear of revolution, however faint 
it may be at the moment, that brings big business to- 
gether with racists, woman-haters and homophobes. 
The capitalist crisis and the election of a Black presi- 
dent with a mandate for change has focused that fear. 
BLACK MASSES AS VANGUARD 

There is a growing disillusion among some of those 
who supported Barack Obama, for example, Matt Taib- 
bi, who describes Obama's first year in office in the Dec. 



temporary Literary Renaissance." In its penultimate 
paragraph, Joseph quotes from Raya Dunayevskaya — 
as "one of the handful of white scholars to criticize the 
feminist historical analysis of the women's rights move- 
ment" — who had stressed Sojourner as not only brave, 
but as Reason, that is, as an orator, a general, and a 
thinker, above all. Dunayevskaya' s point, to Joseph, is 
that "there is no such thing as women's history that 
is not the actual history of humanity's struggle toward 
freedom." 

Very early in the book's second chapter, Joseph 
had quoted this same passage from Dunayevskaya' s 
Womens Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution, 
but in a more complete form, as Raya's dialogue with 
South African Lillian Ngoyi on what an "all-people's 
movement" would mean for today. The full quote is: "If 
you want to have a successful historical movement for 
total liberation it must involve all people. There is no 
such thing as Black history that is not also white his- 
tory. There is no such thing as women's history that 
is not the actual history of humanity's struggle toward 
freedom." 

That principle is what underlies much of what 
Gloria Joseph has created in this work. It is truly a 
thought-provoking journey that needs to be read widely 
by all who want to be part of that struggle. 

— Olga Domanski 


9 Rolling Stone magazine as "one of the most dramatic 
political about-faces in our history." His specific criti- 
cisms are mainly correct, but he fails to grasp the ques- 
tion of race and racism that is involved. 

The failure to grasp this leaves Obama and many 
others disarmed in the face of the Right-wing offensive, 

and risks surrendering to 
that retrogression without 
even putting up a fight. 
At worst, this failure risks 
falling into a retrogression 
of one's own. The necessity 
to oppose the logic of capi- 
talism and imperialism, 
while also fighting racism, 
demonstrates once again 
that Marxist-Humanism's 
translation of Absolute 
Negativity as the ongoing 
revolutionary Black Di- 
mension is the only real- 
istic position for American 
revolutionaries. 

As Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya wrote in American 
Civilization on Trial in 
1964: "Today, as in the 
days of the Abolition- 
ists, we see the new beginning. It is high time now 
to proceed to a middle, a theory; and an end — the 
culmination of the creative drama of human lib- 
eration into a new society freed from exploitation 
and discrimination and the wars that go with it." 

Teacher exploitation 

Los Angeles — As a teacher, I am a production work- 
er. The teaching pacing chart is handed down by the 
district to teach a specific subject per day regardless 
if the students are learning the material. Of course, if 
they don't, it is the teacher who has to come up with 
some magical means to teach and maintain the same 
accelerated pace. The delivery of material is all planned 
and teachers are becoming just delivery of knowledge 
persons who will be replaced soon with some computer 
center run offshore. 

The federal mandate of No Child Left Behind and 
all the resources the Feds offer as a carrot to the school 
have created an atmosphere of stress and fear in teach- 
ers whose students do not meet the level of achievement 
set by the federal government. This is a sure recipe for 
the corporation to get some politician on their side and 
make the teachers — with overcrowded classrooms and 
49-minute periods — take the blame for the failure of the 
students. It is what management uses to blame work- 
ers for not meeting the production schedule. The stu- 
dents are alienated from the curriculum because there 
is no time to relate the material to real life situations. 

The public schools, meanwhile, have opened their 
doors to corporate consultants who tell us we have to 
do "everything" until the schools meet the federal and 
state requirements. As a result the inner city students 
are losing their hope and aspiration for a future with a 
job in this economy of bailout of the rich and layoff of 
the workers. About 80% of the students where I work 
are dropping out in high school! The accelerated pro- 
duction pace is affecting all professions. Workers of 
America unite, you have nothing to lose but the nation- 
al debt. — Manel 


EDITORIAL 


The real state of the union 



Students and members of the Feminist Majority Foundation 
rallied in December against the anti-choice Stupak-Pitts amendment 
being part of the healthcare reform bill. 
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Copenhagen climate summit sabotages future 
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Summit. The U.S. never ratified the 1997 Kyoto Proto- 
col because it would impose limits on the U.S. but not 
on China and all "developing countries." The U.S. and 
China have maneuvered for several years to use climate 
negotiations to jockey for advantage. 

In the spirit of capitalist competition, they are 
heading together down a suicidal path rather than risk 
the other gaining an economic advantage — as if to il- 
lustrate Karl Marx's analysis: 

Capital "allows its actual movement to be deter- 
mined as much and as little by the sight of the coming 
degradation and final depopulation of the human race, 
as by the probable fall of the earth into the sun... .'After 
me the deluge V is the watchword of every capitalist and 
of every capitalist nation.... This does not, indeed, de- 
pend on the good or ill will of the individual capitalist. 
Free competition brings out the inherent laws of capi- 
talist production, in the shape of external coercive laws 
having power over every individual capitalist. " 

CHINA'S POWER, LAW OF VALUE'S HOLD 

One new element at Copenhagen was China's dis- 
play of power. Now the world's top greenhouse gas emit- 
ter — though a quarter to a third of its emissions are 
linked to exports — it is as determined as the U.S. to neu- 
tralize any greenhouse gas emission limits that would 
interfere with capital accumulation. China, though not 
listed among industrialized countries, even demanded 
deletion of that list's 2050 target to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions by 80%. When China demanded removal of 
the already half-hearted mention of a later 1.5-degree 
goal, Maldives President Nasheed retorted, "How can 
you ask my country to go extinct?" 

Though China, with an eye to global power, is still 
trying to represent — that is, assert leadership of — the 
"developing countries," a division broke out. Many 
African and island countries fought for a treaty with 
binding emissions reductions and a goal of 1.5 degrees. 

Youth life sentences 

Los Angeles — On Jan. 6, the Youth Justice Coali- 
tion (YJC) held a press conference at criminal court to 
protest the inhumanly long sentence of Steven Marti- 
nez and other youths. Now 17, he was 14 with no prior 
record at the time of a killing in South Central L.A. 
Steven was convicted and sentenced to 50 years to life: 
25 to life for first-degree murder, and an additional 25 
years to life for gang enhancement. More and more 
youths are being tried as adults and given life sentenc- 
es in today's climate of expanding repression. 

Steven was visiting his grandmother in South Cen- 
tral L.A. and was invited to go for a car ride with two 
youths aged 16 and 26 years, both casual acquaintanc- 
es. A YJC member stated that the 26-year-old was sit- 
ting in the back and at some point pulled out a gun and 
randomly shot and killed someone. The shooter, who 
was never arrested, was killed in the streets a year ago. 
The driver was also sentenced to 50 years to life. 

Many people made statements to the press. One 
told of how testimonies of witnesses at the trial raised 
many doubts of Steven's guilt. The trial was constantly 
postponed and the prosecutor's charge of gang affilia- 
tion was very weak. 

A Black woman who had lost a son said, "Every 
time something happens, it is 'gang involvement.'" A 
white mother pointed out the weak evidence while a 
Latina said the justice system needs reform. A Latino 
youth said there are more facilities to lock up youths 
than there are community colleges. Many other youths, 
Black, Brown and white, made statements to the press 
of the unjust conviction and sentence. 

An ACLU attorney said excessively long sentences 
and Life Without Parole (LWOP) destroys hope, point- 
ing out that Latinos are sentenced four times as much 
as whites to LWOP and Blacks 22 times as much. 

On Jan. 6, Governor Schwarzenegger proposed 
that privatizing California's prison system as a partial 
answer to the looming $20 billion deficit. But privatiz- 
ing prisons would be an incentive to criminalize more 
people to increase profit. 

State Assembly Speaker Karen Bass said priva- 
tizing prisons is not the answer. "We need to look at 
why California incarcerates more people than any other 
state," she said. — Basho 
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Other rising Third World powers joined Middle Eastern 
oil potentates to support China's resistance. The U.S. 
and China colluded, with help from India, Brazil, and 
South Africa, not only to push aside the bulk of Afri- 
can, Asian, Latin American, and island countries, but 
to stifle the voices of the masses within each country. 

There are two worlds within each country, 
and the drive for capitalist accumulation is more 
pressing to the world of the rulers than is the risk 
to that second world within China, within the 
U.S., and so on, of 100 new Hurricane Katrinas, 
or of catastrophic 
droughts. China’s in- 
fluence in the sum- 
mit did not change 
the fact that, however 
cloaked in diplomacy 
and abstruse texts the 
negotiations are, the 
decisions are driven 
by capitalism's law of 
value. To overcome 
that, a totally opposite 
ground is needed: so- 
cial revolution. 

It is no coincidence 
that the so-called "cli- 
mategate" emails of 
climate scientists were 
made public shortly be- 
fore the summit. The 
campaign of demagogu- 
ery by Glenn Beck and others, repeating endlessly the 
same two lines taken out of context, unfolded so swiftly 
that it appeared to have been pre-planned to discredit 
the well-established science of climate change. The fak- 
ery of oil-funded "skeptics" reveals the bankruptcy of 
thought of a society that uses science to drive technol- 
ogy for weaponry but uses propaganda and ideology to 
keep science separated from the masses. 
PERVERSION OF SCIENCE 

The false consciousness cultivated around global 
warming has become a key element of far-right delu- 
sions about scientists conspiring with environmental- 
ists and people of color to "destroy America." (See "Real 
state of the union," p. 1.) Capitalism's crisis is so great 
that powerful elements of the ruling class have turned 
to fascism to ward off science on one side while they 
use science in the most thingified, militaristic, exploit- 
ative ways on the other. What a new twist this gives 
to Marx's aphorism, "To have one basis for science and 
another for life is a priori a lie"! 

We can see today just how deadly this lie can be. 
The Copenhagen Accord is not enough to avert run- 
away global warming, with an unthinkable death toll. 
The Sustainability Institute's climate model projects 
that the sum of countries' promises as of Jan. 16 would 
yield global warming of 3.9 degrees Celsius by 2100. 

That level risks devastation of tropical for- 
ests and ice sheets. Already today 10 million peo- 
ple are climate refugees, driven from their homes 
by effects like rising seas, drought, expanding 
deserts and more intense storms. According to 
the Global Humanitarian Forum, 300,000 people 
are dying each year due to climate change. 

The brunt falls on poor "developing" countries: 98% 
of the people seriously affected, 99% of deaths from 
weather disasters, 90% of economic losses. As the ma- 
jority of the poor, women in poor countries are among 
the hardest hit. Unpredictable weather and prolonged 
droughts have undermined agriculture in Africa. Grain 
production in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia is ex- 
pected to plunge if the world stays on this path. 
HURRICANE KATRINA WRIT LARGE 

Limiting global warming is a matter of life and 
death. What scientists call "adaptation" is illuminated 
by Hurricane Katrina. Not only did it bring home that 
climate change is a disastrous reality now. Everything 
about it shows how capitalism is dealing with and will 
continue to deal with the fallout from climate change. 

It begins with the lack of preparation: shoddy main- 
tenance of the levees and holes in emergency planning, 
when credible warnings had been issued for years. It 
continues with the militarization of New Orleans dur- 
ing and after the storm, the corralling of the poor in 
the Superdome under horrendous conditions, racist 
shootings by police and white vigilantes. It continues 
to this day with the restructuring driven by business 
interests, the tearing down of housing projects whether 
they were damaged or not, the privatization or "char- 
tering" of public schools, the deliberate demographic 
shift accomplished by preventing the return of so many 
pre-Katrina residents, especially African Americans. 

This is the reality behind the clinical sound of the 
term "adaptation." It foreshadows the future for hun- 
dreds of millions in this capitalist world order. That is a 
huge part of what all the fighting is about, and why 350 
parts per million has become such a prominent number. 

To grasp the truth in the face of today's lies, it is 


vital to understand that the attack on science has been 
stirred up because the system is in such crisis. Burning 
all the available fossil fuels is a road to catastrophe. Yet 
in capitalist society any fuels from the ground inevi- 
tably go up in smoke, adding to the greenhouse effect. 
Sobered by the emptiness of international negotiations, 
many in the movement to stop global warming are turn- 
ing to direct efforts to "keep the coal in the hole, keep 
the oil in the soil," by blocking the opening of new coal 
plants — 122 have been blocked or abandoned in the 
U.S. since 2000 — and organizing against destructive 

practices like mountain- 
top removal coal mining, 
"fracking" and exploita- 
tion of tar sands. 
CLIMATE DEBT 

Carbon dioxide per- 
sists in the atmosphere 
for centuries. Indus- 
trialized countries not 
only emit far more per 
person than the rest of 
the world, but are the 
source of 75% of anthro- 
pogenic (human-caused) 
greenhouse gases that 
have built up. 

Not only is the U.S. 
one of the two biggest 
greenhouse gas emitters 
along with China — each 
producing about one- 
fifth of anthropogenic emissions — the U.S., with less 
than 5% of world population, is responsible for 30% of 
emissions that have accumulated in the atmosphere. 

Activists sum this up as "climate debt" and demand 
"reparations." U.S. negotiator Todd Stern rejected this, 
claiming that, until recently, "people were blissfully ig- 
norant... that emissions caused a greenhouse effect" — 
with not a mention of the 500-year imperialist 
relationship established through market compe- 
tition, military force, plunder and slavery! 

By substituting redistribution for revolutionary 
transformation, the call for "climate reparations" has 
led some radicals to latch onto corrupt rulers like Ethi- 
opia's Meles Zenawi, as if their rhetoric about climate 
debt would translate into action benefiting the masses. 

In September Patrick Bond wrote that "Zenawi 
and others from Africa" should "ensure that govern- 
ments corrupted by the fossil fuel industry and other 
transnational corporations, as well as local elites, do 
not become the vehicle for distributing the compensa- 
tion." That was before Zenawi met with French Presi- 
dent Sarkozy, and suddenly started shilling for a pro- 
posed $5 billion aid package. As Mithika Mwenda of 
the Pan African Climate Justice Alliance put it, "Prime 
Minister Meles wants to sell out the lives of Africans for 
a pittance." There is no substitute for genuine control of 
production and society as a whole by the masses, freely 
associated. Nothing less can stop the inhuman mo- 
mentum determined by capitalism's law of value. 

That is what some parts of the movement are 
reaching for, as seen in the declaration adopted by 
the alternative People's Climate Summit of 25,000 
in Copenhagen. Titled "System change — not climate 
change," it declares the need for "people, communities, 
and countries to determine their own systems of pro- 
duction.... especially women's access to and control over 
productive resources." As a work of compromise, how- 
ever, the declaration mixes this with tepid reformism. 

The most celebrated denunciations of capitalism at 
Copenhagen were by Presidents Hugo Chavez of Vene- 
zuela and Evo Morales of Bolivia. Even Chavez's buddy 
President Ahmadinejad of Iran denounced capitalism, 
while his henchmen were busy repressing the freedom 
movement at home. Since the People's Climate Summit 
declaration never mentioned capitalism, socialism or 
revolution, it left the field open for Chavez. 

Left cheerleaders didn't seem bothered by Chavez's 
defense of China's role in the negotiations — or by the 
emphasis that he and Morales put on "overconsump- 
tion" as the enemy. Rulers are quick to prescribe aus- 
terity for the masses, when the real problem is that 
consumption in capitalist society is geared to the needs 
of capital, not of workers. Tremendous resources are 
wasted by the military, finance, packaging, advertising 
and planned obsolescence, while human beings are ex- 
ploited as labor as well as consumer, immersed in a cul- 
ture and infrastructure designed around automobiles 
and commodification of all aspects of life. Without that 
truth as the basis of action, barriers are raised to the 
coalescence of workers of all countries with each other 
and the climate justice movement. 

The urgency of opposing the slide to climate chaos 
is clear; the movement will not settle for a partial suc- 
cess of slowed warming, leaving hundreds of millions of 
impoverished climate refugees. Success means the es- 
tablishment of a new classless society capable of halt- 
ing climate change and adapting in a human way, which 
depends on working out social revolution as its ground. 



Women in Bangladesh mark the International Day of Climate Action, demanding 
reduction of atmospheric C0 2 equivalent to 350 parts per million. 
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Cal. open university students brutalized 


Wrongfully convicted 

Chicago — Thirteen-year-old Barney Brown was 
under interrogation. There was a "big guy with black 
gloves" and another cop Barney "felt (he) could trust." 
The "good cop" told him to cooperate with the big guy 
so he could go home. Well, Barney decided to cooperate 
and he did get to go home — 39 years later. 

Barney told his story on Oct. 8, 2009, one year after 
his exoneration, because he was innocent of any crime. 
A panel discussion he was on marked the inaugura- 
tion of the Center on Wrongful Convictions of Youth at 
Northwestern Univ. Law School. Coerced confessions 
from youths will be a major focus of the new center. 

Some members of the panel were professional peo- 
ple in the criminal justice system. At least two of them 
admitted that they had made mistakes because they 
found it hard to believe that anyone would confess to a 
crime they did not commit. But Jay Salpeter, a panel- 
ist and a detective, firmly believes that with the right 
coercive strategies, anyone could be made to confess — 
especially children. A ten-hour grilling to a child may 
seem like a lifetime. 

Dr. Bernadine Kavenaugh, who evaluates juvenile 
suspects, explained what she looks for to determine 
whether a child is actually guilty. The confession is du- 
bious if the interrogator does almost all the talking, if 
the child has said he or she understands Miranda, but 
has not been asked to explain it ("children will say 'uh- 
huh' just to get adults out of their faces"). "I ask what 
were you thinking and feeling while being questioned? 
If there were many interruptions, or the person says, 
At times I felt I did do it,' these are evidences of a false 
confession," she said. 

Most panel members agreed that the system of ap- 
prehending, questioning and arraigning children has 
to be deeply changed. The first requirement was that 
all interrogations must be taped; and every person who 
might be a witness should be taped the entire time they 
are in the police station. 

More than half of Illinois exonerations have been 
due to false confessions. Of 18 children who were exon- 
erated, 13 were African Americans. 

Justice for U.S. youth has been in the news, with the 
Supreme Court hearing arguments against sentencing 
people under 18 to life without parole. Efren Paredes, a 
32-year-old prisoner who has been incarcerated for 17 
years, has made juvenile life without parole a focus of 
his political activity. He was wrongfully convicted. Go to 
www.4efren.com to learn more about his case. 


Not long before his death in October 2009, the 
highly centralized intellectual establishment of France 
celebrated the 100th birthday of anthropologist and 
theorist of structuralism Claude Levi-Strauss with 
conferences and the inauguration of an academic prize 
named for him. The word "influential" is entirely in- 
sufficient in regard to Levi-Strauss's work, which was 
responsible for inspiring a theoretical movement that 
impacted wide areas of thought, not the least of which 
was Marxism through its elaboration by Louis Althuss- 
er. While the anti-humanist current of thought Levi- 
Strauss's work animated has diminished from the ze- 
nith of its influence in the 1980s and 1990s, his legacy 
is still strong today. 

Levi-Strauss's death gives us an opportunity to 
revisit a brief but interesting discussion by Raya Du- 
nayevskaya of his thought regarding the concepts of 
history, meaning and the dialectic. Dunayevskaya's 
comments appear in her 1983 "Letter to the Youth on 
the Needed Total Uprooting of the Old and the Creation 
on New Human Relations," which was excerpted in the 
Dec. 2009 News & Letters and is also reproduced in The 
Power of Negativity . 

Dunayevskaya focuses on Levi-Strauss’s hos- 
tility to the very idea of meaning itself. For Levi- 
Strauss, human activity has no inherent meaning. 
Instead, all thought and activity is "reducible to 
non-meaning." Inspired by the linguistic theories 
of Ferdinand de Saussure, Levi-Strauss believes 
that what is important instead of "meaning" is the 
unconscious set of rules by which humans order 
their activity. It is the totality of the rules, and 
the way in which humans adhere to them, that 
is the "non-meaning" that takes the place of the 
"meaning" that structuralist scientific inquiry as- 
pired to leave behind. 

Levi-Strauss believes that his studies of primi- 
tive human societies revealed examples of these sets of 
rules in patterns of kinship and the taboos. The great 
advantage that primitive societies have over modern 
industrialized societies, he believes, is that the struc- 
tures that shape the former are more readily apparent. 

The passage Dunayevskaya cites appears in a 1963 
discussion among several prominent French theorists 
and echoes a similar statement made by Levi-Strauss 
in his 1962 work The Savage Mind. There, in the book's 
important final chapter titled "History and Dialectic," 
Levi-Strauss writes, "All meaning is answerable to a 
lesser meaning." 

Furthermore, Levi-Strauss expounds in great de- 


Editor's note: Two participants in the University of 
California, Berkeley, campus activities during the Fall 
of 2009 gave a report of their experience. The following 
are excerpts from their statements. 

K.: On Sept. 24 we had a walkout [to protest the 
proposed 32% tuition raises, lay-offs of staff and forced 
days off for faculty]. It was the largest rally at Sproul 
Plaza ever. It made people think about how to organize, 
to do new things that would draw more attention. 

The next action was to be a three-day strike. Work- 
ers as well as students called for a strike. There were 
picket lines for three days, Nov. 18, 19 and 20th, which 
coincided with the re- 
gents' meeting in L.A. 
where they were going to 
vote on the 32% tuition 
hikes, among other is- 
sues. On Nov. 20 a group 
of students decided to 
escalate. There were pro- 
tests at every UC cam- 
pus and we were not be- 
ing heard. A very diverse 
group of students, most 
of whom did not know 
each other, decided to oc- 
cupy Wheeler Hall. We 
were from many parts of 
the campus, from many 
different campus groups. 

A.: For 12 hours we 
held the doors closed. The police were pulling on the 
knob on the outside. If they opened the door even a 
little bit, they would be able to cut the ropes holding 
the doors closed. They were putting wedges under the 
doors, drilling holes to try to get the hinges off, etc. It 
was physically and mentally exhausting, and we had to 
trust each other that we were not going to be left alone 
at the door. Whenever the police attacked the door we 
would yell "Whose university? Our university!" 

K.: Campus presence swelled. In the afternoon a lot 
more police started showing up. People outside started 
to block police in any way they could. Police confronted 
those outside. It was one-on-one, physical and brutal. I 
know one girl whose hand was broken. Another friend 
was shot with a rubber bullet. As people were chanting 
"this is a peaceful protest" cops were beating them. 

We were arrested, charged with misdemeanors, 


tail on his rejection of the relationship between dialec- 
tics and history. History for him is merely a chronologi- 
cal succession of events in which human beings play 
out their interaction with the structures that determine 
their societies: "Merely the reformulation in numerous 
different guises of an essential structure of human 
knowledge," as the philosopher Kate Soper summarizes 
the matter in her excellent 1986 study Humanism and 
Anti-humanism. 

Dunayevskaya contrasts this attitude to the 
dialectic of Hegel in a brief passage in which she 
establishes a relationship between Kant's "Thing- 
in-itself' to the "non-meaning" of Levi-Strauss. 
In Hegel's dialectic, as well as Marx's, the sub- 
ject contributes to the creation of the object — a 
"ceaseless movement of becoming, disclosing the 
meaning of history." 

The anti-humanist stream of Levi-Strauss's work 
had a great impact in France. Among the thinkers in- 
fluenced was Communist Party philosopher Louis Al- 
thusser, who turned the "structure" of Levi-Strauss 
into his concept of "ideology," which serves the same 
purpose of replacing "humanist" meaning or conscious- 
ness with a system that completely determines the 
existence of the human being. Michel Foucault, whose 
contemporary influence exceeds Althusser's, developed 
Levi-Strauss's anti-humanism into an attack on the 
concept of subjectivity and an anticipation of the end of 
even the category of the human being as such. 

Studying Dunayevskaya's 1983 letter is an im- 
portant task today because the dialectical thinking 
and criticism necessary to the development of Marx- 
ism is under attack no less so than it was at the height 
of Levi-Strauss's influence. In fact, the situation today 
is more complicated than it was in the 1960s. While a 
prominent thinker like Antonio Negri's non-dialectical 
radicalism is directly descended from the Levi-Strauss/ 
Althusser school, someone like Slavoj Zizek, who has a 
more nuanced attitude toward dialectics, also descends 
from Levi-Strauss by way of the psychoanalyst Jacques 
Lacan. Dialectical thinkers like Theodore Adorno and 
Walter Benjamin are extremely popular in academia, 
but in a manner completely divorced from the integral- 
ity of philosophy and revolution championed by Du- 
nayevskaya. 

The organization of thought so apparent in Du- 
nayevskaya's letter is the first step toward the neces- 
sary re-organization of the revolutionary movement of 
today. 

— Kevin Michaels 


cited and released on-site, mostly because the police 
knew they were not going to be able to take us to jail, 
since there were tons of people. 

A.: We peeled back layers of the administration's 
moral authority. They unleashed that much brutality 
on students yet they were not willing to talk to us. 

K.: Our next action was to do something about 
"dead week," Dec. 7-11, a week before finals. We would 
turn it into "live week." We went to Wheeler Hall again 
and organized places to study, teach-ins, skill-shares, 
etc. We had something going on 24 hours a day. We 
were utilizing student space that would not have been 

utilized otherwise. 

On the last day, Fri- 
day morning, I was sleep- 
ing, others were study- 
ing, when the cops burst 
in and started arresting 
everybody. There were 
non-citizen students in 
there, who could face de- 
portation if they were ar- 
rested. 

Imagine, you could 
be studying on your cam- 
pus, or sleeping, and get 
arrested on trespassing 
charges and sent to jail! 
All 76 of us got miscon- 
duct charges, which made 
no sense. All we were do- 
ing was keeping a building open so people could use 
it. Yet we were charged with preventing classes from 
taking place! 

The reason the university spokesman gave for the 
arrests is that we were planning a hip-hop concert Fri- 
day. They said it was going to be a threat to student 
safety. The hip-hop concert was going to be the send-off 
event, a congratulations for keeping the building open. 

A.: The university said that this was a protest, and 
when you are protesting you should expect to get arrest- 
ed. But for many people there, it was not just a protest, 
it was a community. We were creating something. We 
called it an open university. We wanted a viable model 
of student-organized space. We didn't destroy anything, 
on the contrary we saw beautiful things happen. We 
showed that we can have a truly public university. 

K.: You probably heard about the events at the 
Chancellor's house that night. People decided to go 
there. It's not clear what transpired. There was prop- 
erty damage and some people were arbitrarily arrested 
and sent to Santa Rita jail. 

A.: We don't know what actually happened that 
night. The university spokesperson's account of it goes 
completely against a faculty member's account. And he 
was sitting right there observing it. It may have been 
a mistake, but it was also a response to the very, very 
aggressive act earlier that morning when students in 
Wheeler were arrested. If we are to condemn the break- 
ing of chancellor's windows, we still can't put it on the 
same level as the violence perpetrated by the adminis- 
tration this semester, including a lot of violence that is 
not so visible. Excluding people from education, run- 
ning the university in an undemocratic fashion, are 
also acts of violence, and much more morally corrupt 
than students getting a little out of control. It's impor- 
tant to look at these things in perspective. 

K.: On Nov. 20, when police were brutalizing stu- 
dents, violence happened. What happened at the chan- 
cellor's house was not the same order of violence. How 
could that be called terrorism, and not what happened to 
the students on Nov. 20? When it happens to a school of- 
ficial it's terrorism, but when it happens to students, it's 
just what they should expect for peacefully protesting! 


The Power of Negativity 

by Raya Dunayevskaya 

f liant theorist, committed activist, and 
ssionate scholar, Raya Dunayevskaya 
as a role model for my generation. 

/e are fortunate to have her back.... 
n contrast to the boring pap of com- 
modified culture and political sound 
bites, Raya's interpretation makes 
the logic of Hegel's absolute idea a 
fascinating and compelling read. 

—Susan Buck-Morss, 
Cornell University 

Part I : The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism 
Part II : Studies in Hegelian and Marxian Dialectics, 1956-63 
Part III : Theory and Practice at a Turning Point, 1964-71 
Part IV : After Philosophy and Revolution: Hegel's Absolutes 
and Marx's Humanism, 1972-81 

Part V : The Changed World and the Need for Philosophic New 
Beginnings, 1982-87 

Appendix : Excerpts from 1941-51 Philosophic Correspon- 
dence with C.L.R. James and Grace Lee Boggs 

Order on page 7 
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Levi-Strauss 1 anti-humanism vs. dialectic 
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Yemen in U.S. sights 


by Gerry Emmett 

The December bombing of alleged al-Qaeda camps 
in the impoverished Sa'ada province of Yemen killed 
120 people and injured many more. This represents a 
dangerous new escalation of the U.S.'s "war on terror." 
This endless war has already moved from Afghanistan 
to Iraq, then Pakistan, and now Somalia and Yemen 
are feeling its effects. 

It is particularly ominous viewed against the re- 
gional backdrop of increasing militarization. Across the 
Gulf of Aden is the violent chaos of Somalia where al- 
Shabaab militants attack and murder relief workers, 
whip women wearing bras, and desecrate Sufi Muslim 
shrines and mosques. The U.S. has supplied arms to 
the Somali government, and staged an attack on al- 
Qaeda in southern Somalia last September. 

Thousands of young Somali refugees have fled the 
fighting there and sought refuge in Yemen, many to 
avoid becoming child soldiers. In Yemen they are stig- 
matized as potential al-Qaeda recruits. 

Yemen's own government is divided, with one in- 
telligence agency, the Political Services Organization, 
having historical links to al-Qaeda. It has been accused 
of complicity in the escape from prison of dozens of al- 
Qaeda members, including Nasir al-Wahayshi, leader 
of al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. 

Thus U.S. pressure has resulted in the creation 
of a second intelligence service, the National Secu- 
rity Agency. Ironically, it is staffed in part by former 
Baathist members of Saddam Hussein's secret service. 
(Yemen's President Ali Abdullah Saleh was a great 
friend and admirer of the Iraqi dictator.) This agency 

Uganda's anti-Gay law 

Human rights and LGBT organizations around 
the world have called on Uganda's government to scrap 
its proposed genocidal anti-Gay law, which threatens 
those engaging in Gay sex with life in prison, with the 
death penalty reserved for "aggravated homosexuality." 
It also threatens those who simply know of people hav- 
ing Gay or Lesbian sex with three years imprisonment 
unless they inform. It would be a disaster which would 
also hinder anti- AIDS efforts. 

Gays are subject to beatings, death threats, and 
blackmail on a regular basis. As one government min- 
ister stated, "Homosexuals can forget about human 
rights." Such anti-Gay agitation serves the Yoweri 
Museveni regime in drawing attention from its own 
authoritarianism and corruption, and the potentially 
even greater corruption that can arise with the devel- 
opment of Uganda's oil and resource wealth. 

Museveni is closely tied to U.S. right-wing evan- 
gelical Rick Warren. Evangelists Scott Lively of Defend 
the Family International (a Holocaust revisionist), Ca- 
leb Brundidge of the International Healing Foundation, 
which claims to "cure" Gays, and Don Schmierer of Exo- 
dus International, who advocates "conversion therapy," 
are widely credited with inspiring the latest bill since 
they addressed large numbers of Ugandan lawmakers 
and police last year with their anti-Gay message. 

The same right-wing churches supported apart- 
heid South Africa and terrorist insurgencies in Ango- 
la and Mozambique. The genocidal intentions behind 
Uganda's anti-Gay bill just give away the game that 
has been played for a long, long time. It shines a much- 
needed light on secretive groups like The Family, which 
organize politicians in the U.S. (including Rep. Bart 
Stupak, of the anti-choice Stupak Amendment). 


took credit for targeting the camps bombed by the U.S. 

However, there is another aspect. The area bombed 
by the U.S. is also the home of Houthi rebels, of the 
Shi'a Zaidiyyah sect. They have been fighting against 
the Yemeni government which they see as dominated 
by Sunnis and particularly the Saudi-aligned Wah- 
habis. Thousands have died since this conflict flared 
up in 2004, and the Houthis have been condemned by 
relief agencies for the use of child soldiers. 

This comes against the background of huge new 
U.S. arms sales to Saudi Arabia and Egypt. Egypt had 
not been allowed to purchase U.S. arms during the 
Bush administration. These arms sales are aimed at 
Ahmadinejad's repressive, corrupt and discredited gov- 
ernment today. In the hands of such reactionary and re- 
pressive regimes, these missiles and bombs will equally 
be aimed at a potentially revolutionary new govern- 
ment in Iran. The horrors of that possible scenario 
were played out through the 1980s in the Iran-Iraq War 
and must not be allowed to repeat. 



A year ago, the world watched in horror as Israel's 
brutal "Operation Cast Lead" devastated Gaza. Aimed 
at crippling Hamas, the fundamentalist ruling party, 
the attack destroyed infrastructure and killed and in- 
jured thousands, many of them civilians. On Dec. 31, 
the Gaza Freedom March was held to oppose the con- 
tinuing siege imposed upon Gaza by Israel. Made up of 
1,360 delegates from 43 countries, it also drew atten- 
tion to Hosni Mubarak's Egyptian police state. 

Egypt is enforcing the blockade, to the point of 
building an iron wall underground to block tunnels 
used for smuggling supplies. The March and Viva 
Palestina aid convoy were denied entrance to Gaza 
by Egyptian authorities. There were skirmishes with 
security forces, and dozens of peaceful marchers were 
roughed up. Solidarity marches were also held in Ra- 
mallah and Nablus; and in Tel Aviv in Israel, sponsored 
by the Coalition of Women for Peace. 

A further irony in a situation fraught with irony, 
an anti- smuggling fatwa issued at the behest of the 
Palestinian Authority, Hamas' West Bank rival, drew 
attention to the plight of many Palestinians who have 
nothing but their labor to sell. Up to 300 Palestinian 
laborers have been killed while working in the tunnels 
between Egypt and Gaza. Their lives were valued, in a 
Hamas fatwa, at $9,000 to $11,000 (for married men). 


Haiti's unnatural 


Haiti: thousands upon thousands dead, thousands 
more dying — trapped in wreckage, unable to receive 
medical care as hospitals are destroyed — and the vast 
shantytowns where tens of thousands lived have col- 
lapsed and hillsides are strewn with destroyed houses. 

The unnaturalness of this natural disaster cannot 
become buried with the vast loss of life. The conditions 
of human life that have made the Haitians particularly 
vulnerable to the consequences of this massive earth- 
quake are not "natural," and have been growing for 
many decades. Vulnerability to natural disasters is 
almost a direct function of poverty. "Impacts are not 
natural nor is there a divine hand or ill fate," noted 
Debarati Guha-Sapir, director of the World Health Or- 
ganization's Center for Research on the Epidemiology 
of Disasters. "People will also die now of lack of follow- 
up medical care." 

Poverty is the principal reason for the poor con- 
struction of Haitian homes. People who make on aver- 
age $2 a day can't afford to build something that can 
withstand earthquakes and hurricanes. Cement is of- 
ten mixed with excessive sand to keep the cost down. 
Steel reinforcing is barely used. Lumber isn't used in 
most construction because of the vast deforestation, as 
Haitians cut down trees for charcoal for cooking. The 
environmental disaster that is Haiti has been created 
over decades. Poverty isn't a home-grown fact of Haiti, 
but an imposed condition brought about by dozens of 
countries' complicity with or indifference to the deplor- 
able conditions of life and labor that Haitian masses 
face every day. The rush to save lives is of first priority. 
But continued "aid" to Haiti, done in an external man- 
ner that denies self-determination for Haitians, will 
only perpetuate Haiti's man-made tragedies. 

— Eugene Walker 


| Dennis Bmtus \ 

South African poet and revolutionary Dennis Bru- 
tus passed away Dec. 26, at his Cape Town home. He 
had been battling prostate cancer. 

Dennis Brutus leaves a profound legacy. A poet of 
prison and exile, he wrote a poetry of freedom and hu- 
manity: "...grant their faith that I might hood / some 
potent thrust to freedom, humanhood / under drab 
fluff may still be justified..." (Prayer, 1966). Said Pat- 
rick Bond, "Given his role as a world-class poet, Bru- 
tus showed that social justice advocates can have both 
bread and roses." 

A founder of the South African Sports Association, 
Brutus was banned from political activity for his ef- 
forts to have apartheid South Africa excluded from the 
Olympics. He was shot and imprisoned in 1963 after 
defying that ban. He was instrumental in the country's 
Olympics suspension in 1964, and expulsion in 1970. 

Thereafter Brutus lived in the UK and U.S., par- 
ticipating in all anti-apartheid and social justice move- 
ments. He also had to fight the efforts of the Reagan 
administration to deport him in the 1980s. With the 
fall of apartheid in South Africa he remained active in 
grassroots political struggles, often as a Left critic of 
the African National Congress-led government. 

Most recently he pointed to the limitations of the 
Copenhagen conference on climate change, warning 
against "brokering a deal that allows the corporations 
and the oil giants to continue to abuse the earth." 

Dennis Brutus is survived by his wife, May, two 
sisters, eight children — and by a great poetic and po- 
litical legacy for all of us. 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop- 
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them- 
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi- 
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called a 
new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya' s works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya' s philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make it 
available to all who struggle for freedom, 
we have published Dunayevskaya' s origi- 
nal 1953 philosophic breakthrough and 


her final 1987 Presentation on the Dia- 
lectics of Organization and Philosophy 
in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist- 
Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We participate 
in all class and freedom struggles, nation- 
ally and internationally. As our Constitu- 
tion states: "It is our aim. . .to promote the 
firmest unity among workers, Blacks and 
other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the 
ruling bureaucracy of both capital and 
labor." We do not separate mass activities 
from the activity of thinking. Send for a 
copy of the Constitution of News and Let- 
ters Committees. 
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WORKSHOPTALKS 


Iranian workers 
enter the fray 

by Htun Lin 

Because of the rising activities of Iranian workers 
coming out against the regime, I'm turning over my col- 
umn this issue to our Iranian correspondent, Raha. 

After the unprecedented turnout of millions 
throughout Iran on the 31st anniversary of the 1979 
Revolution, many exposed the effort to bring Tehran un- 
der military occupation, but there's hardly a mention of 
the deep desire to reclaim that Revolution and its goals, 
as one that belongs to the people — its true creators. 

It's time for those in the opposition who confine rev- 
olution to the past, and tremble at the thought of anoth- 
er revolution, to take notice. At the same time, those in 
the Left who are serious about revolution should never 
again be content with the overthrow of the old without 
the projection of the new, i.e., what they are for. 

However, many intellectuals the world over have 
yet to grasp the full implications of these nine months 
of sustained mass mobilization. The continuous revolts 
that reappear in newer forms show that no might on 
earth can keep the masses in subjugation. It shows 
that, though leaderless, they cannot be brainwashed by 
Islamic ideology and they think their own thoughts. 

Women and youth have been in the vanguard from 
the beginning. Those on the Left who have mistakenly 

continued on p. 10 


BLACK/REDVIEW 


Haiti and Hegel 

by John Alan 

Editor's note: To highlight Haiti's revolutionary 
history, we print John Alan's column from the March 
2001 News & Letters. 

After giving a talk on "Hegel, Black History and 
the Idea of Freedom" in the San Francisco Bay Area, 
an article on this subject was brought to my attention: 
"Hegel and Haiti" ( Critical Inquiry, Summer 2000) by 
Susan Buck-Morss. My talk took off from how Hegel's 
master/slave relationship, as the starting point for his 
dialectic of self-consciousness and freedom in his Phe- 
nomenology of Spirit, has been central to Black libera- 
tion theorists from W.E.B. DuBois to Frantz Fanon. 
HAITI AND MASTER/SLAVE DIALECTIC 

Not only did Hegel impact Black liberation theo- 
rists but, as Buck-Morss shows, there is compelling evi- 
dence, ignored in the world of Hegel scholarship, that 
the Black masses in the Haitian Revolution of 1803 
were the source for Hegel's famous narrative on the 
master/slave relation in the Phenomenology. 

Buck-Morss shows that though the major figures of 
the European Enlightenment proclaimed a new concept 
of liberty as the opposite of slavery, they were nearly 
blind to the horrors of actually existing slavery which 
was the foundation for the accumulation of wealth in 
the new world trading system. She writes: "A glaring 
discrepancy between thought and practice marked the 
period of transformation of global capitalism from its 

continued on p. 8 
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Haiti's earthquake reveals 
living roots of revolution 


by Gerry Emmett 

The devastation wrought by the magnitude seven 
earthquake that struck Haiti is still sinking in: es- 
timates put casualty figures at up to 230,000 killed; 
300,000 injured; and an estimated 1,000,000 plus left 
homeless. In addition, 250,000 homes and 30,000 busi- 
nesses have been destroyed. The dead are people from 
all walks of life, including feminists Myriam Merlet, 
Magalie Marcelin and Anne Marie Coriolan, and op- 
position political activist Michel Gaillard. 

The response to this apocalyptic destruction was 
swift and profound, at a 
grassroots level. Many 
Haitians commented on 
the way people in the Do- 
minican Republic rushed 
to provide aid and com- 
fort, as the woman in New 
York who said, "I was 
shocked to hear Domini- 
cans speak of their Hai- 
tian 'brothers,' this is new 
and very exciting... There 
has never been a problem 
between the peoples; only 
the leaders." This grass- 
roots solidarity held true 
in the U.S. and elsewhere. 

In Haiti there has been remarkable solidarity and 
self-organization among people forced to take on the 
tasks which the government abandoned. Sharing food 
and homes has been common. As Kim Ives of Haiti Lib- 
erty said, "We see throughout Haiti the population or- 
ganizing themselves into popular committees to clean 
up, to pull out the bodies from the rubble, to build 
refugee camps, to set up their security for the refugee 
camps. This is a population that is self-sufficient, and 
it has been self-sufficient for many years." 

The heavy-handed, oppressive U.S. military re- 
sponse reflected the historic relationship with Haiti. 
All emphasis was put on military considerations and 
"securing order." Deliveries of medicine, food and clean 
water were delayed. This resulted in many needless 
deaths. Doctors Without Borders criticized the diver- 
sion of aid flights: "We have had five patients in Mar- 
tissant health center die for lack of the medical sup- 
plies that this plane was carrying. We were forced to 


buy a saw in the market to continue amputations." 

Now 16,000 heavily armed combat troops are on 
the ground as an occupying force, in addition to 9,000 
UN troops and police. 

HAITI'S REVOLUTIONARY HISTORY 

The current situation in Haiti has roots which 
go back centuries. One can't overestimate the impor- 
tance of Haiti's Revolution, which began in 1791 as the 
most radical aspect of the French Revolutionary era. It 
was the first successful slave rebellion in history, and 
it established the first and, at the time, only indepen- 
dent Black republic in a 
hemisphere dominated by 
slave-owning societies in 
North and South America 
and the Caribbean. Its 
impact was so deep and 
lasting it wrote itself into 
the history of revolution- 
ary thought. (See "Black/ 
Red View," this page.) 

A common saying 
is that Haiti was never 
forgiven for its revolu- 
tion. It would perhaps be 
more accurate to say that 
the implications of that 
revolution never ceased to 
inspire the most intense 
fear and hatred in the ruling class of racist societies 
like the U.S. and France. It explains why the U.S. al- 
lowed France to bleed "reparations" from Haiti from 
1825 to 1947. This despite the Monroe Doctrine. Free 
Haiti was a dagger aimed at the heart of the racist 
slave system. 

This fear of Black revolution has been constant, 
and explains the repeated U.S. interventions in Haiti, 
including U.S. support for the brutal father and son 
Duvalier dictatorship. When "Baby Doc" Duvalier was 
overthrown in 1986, then-President Reagan responded 
by supporting "interim" ruler Gen. Henri Namphy to 
"keep order." What became clear at that time was that 
the Haitian people had no desire to return to the sort 
of caricatured, U.S. -dictated bourgeois democracy that 
existed before the Duvaliers. Rather, they overwhelm- 
ingly elected liberation theologian Jean-Bertrand 

continued onp. 10 



Obama greenwashes nukes 


There was celebration and relief in Vermont on 
Feb. 24 when the State Senate voted to close the Ver- 
mont Yankee nuclear power plant owned by Entergy. 
Citizens' outrage had overcome a concerted industry 
campaign of deception, with pro-nuclear propaganda 
repeated by the media and politicians all the way up 
to the President. What is telling is that there could be 
any question of granting Entergy's request to renew 
the license of this plant for another 20 years — as it ap- 
proaches the end of the 40 years it was designed to last, 
it is falling apart. In 2007 one of its cooling towers col- 
lapsed. This year, radioactive tritium from the plant 
was found in groundwater. It will inevitably end up in 
the Connecticut River and in drinking water. 
TRITIUM LEAKS COMMON 

For a year Entergy had told Vermont regulators 
and legislators under oath that it had no underground 
pipes carrying radioactive material. This year, they 
were forced to admit that it does have such pipes, that 
they are the likely leak source, and that they had even 
found a leak of tritium from an underground pipe in 
2005! This kind of cover-up is completely typical of the 
nuclear establishment since its birth. 

The federal Nuclear Regulatory Commission has 
quietly stated that at least 27 of the nation's 104 reac- 
tor units — more than one quarter — have leaked triti- 
um. That does not count the "normal" tritium releases 
that are a routine part of every nuclear plant's opera- 
tion. The nuclear establishment — industry, regulators 


and their kept scientists — blandly reassures the public 
that the levels are too low to be dangerous. But there is 
no proven safe level. Tritium is a cancer-causing sub- 
stance that becomes a part of the water we drink and 
is incorporated into the environment and our food, ef- 
fectively lasting for over a century. 

OBAMA TURNS TO NUKES 

In the run-up to the Vermont decision, President 
Obama announced $8.3 billion in loan guarantees to 
build the first nuclear reactors in three decades. That 
is only one of the subsidies for adding two more nuclear 
reactors to Plant Vogtle, located in the majority Afri- 
can-American Burke County, Georgia. This is one part 
of Obama's plan to expand available loan guarantees 
for new nuclear plants from $18.5 billion to $54 billion. 

The President, following the coal/oil/nuclear com- 
pany line, portrayed nuclear expansion as a "green 
jobs" initiative. Pretending to be part of the solution 
instead of the biggest part of the problem, these in- 
dustries have launched a slick "All of the above" cam- 
paign to hoodwink people into thinking that, since the 
problem of climate change is so huge, we can't rely only 
on solar and wind power and had better keep burning 
coal, now baptized as "clean"; drill here, drill now; and 
keep the radiation glowing. 

The anti-nuclear movement once again pointed 
out to Obama that "All of the above" means taking 

continued on p. 9 
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Billboards vs. reproductive justice 


by Terry Moon 

The anti-abortion fanatics just keep proving that 
they are fanatics. Their latest outrage is billboards in 
Georgia with a picture of a worried looking African- 
American boy and the words: "Black children are an 
endangered species." They have taken a fact — that the 
rate at which Black women choose abortions is high- 
er than for white or Hispanic women — as a way to lie 
about Planned Parenthood, and, while ignoring the 
reasons for that fact, they demonize Black women who 
choose to terminate a pregnancy. 

BLACK WOMEN WILL NOT BE SILENCED 

There is so much wrong with this that it could fill 
this entire page, beginning with the fact that Black 
children are not a "species." The racism in the use of 
that word alone is mind boggling. While the vast major- 
ity of the fanatical wing of the anti-abortion movement 
and its leaders are white men, this campaign has made 
sure to bring out some Black faces for public consump- 
tion. 

That has not been able to silence Black women 
who have been fighting for "reproductive justice" — and 
in fact invented that expression to more fully articulate 
that their struggle was not for abortion rights alone. 


Shinn Ebadi Speaks 


Memphis — In February Bridges, a social justice or- 
ganization for youth, hosted its annual Bridges Peace- 
Jam Youth Conference. PeaceJam is an international 
organization that intro- 
duces youth to the think- 
ing of Nobel Peace Prize 
laureates. Shirin Ebadi, 
the first Iranian and 
first Muslim woman to 
receive the Prize, gave 
a free public speech. 

Ebadi, Iran's first wom- 
an judge in 1975, was 
forced to resign in 1979 
because women were 
forbidden to serve as 
judges after Khomeini 
took power. After writing 
many books and articles 
about human rights, she set up a law practice for cases 
of child abuse and murder and established the Iranian 
Society for Protecting the Rights of the Child and the 
Centre for the Defense of Human Rights. 

Ebadi spoke about the oppressiveness of the 
Iranian government, but focused on how peo- 
ple are overcoming this oppression by peaceful 
means. She described women and youth as major 
players in this movement, while it is also com- 
posed of people from all walks of life 

She described how women — whose children had 
been killed, injured, or imprisoned by the government 
— hold vigils dressed in black as the Committee of 
Mourning Mothers (CMM). Though their demonstra- 
tions are peaceful, the government often has the par- 
ticipants beaten and imprisoned. There are CMM chap- 
ters in London, Paris, and California. Ebadi urged us to 
start chapters and to pressure government leaders to 
discuss the issue of human rights with Iran because "if 
Iran treats its own people like this, how can we trust it 
with the peaceful use of nuclear weapons?" 

Ebadi said Iran is a rich country, yet ten million, 
one in seven people, live under the poverty line — a pov- 
erty caused by corruption, excessive military spend- 
ing, and the government's economic programs. Iran, 
second only to China in its number of executions, ex- 
ecutes more adolescents than any other country. Pun- 
ishments are different for non-Muslims, for example, a 
Muslim would receive 100 lashes for adultery while a 
non-Muslim would be executed. Under Iranian law, a 
woman's life is worth half a man's; two women's testi- 
mony equals the testimony of one man in court; a man 
can marry up to four women and divorce them easily for 
any reason, but it is hard for a woman to get a divorce. 

However, women are using the few rights 
they have to struggle for more. More women than 
men have university degrees and 64% of univer- 
sity students are women. The Iranian women's 
movement changed a law so that, instead of au- 
tomatically going to the father, custody is deter- 
mined by what is in the best interest of the child. 

The mass movement for human rights in Iran, the 
Green Movement, is democratic and composed of people 
with different ideologies. It is not a vertical movement 
of a few leaders telling the people what to do, but a 
horizontal one based on networking. 

Ebadi stated many people think this movement is 
weak because there is not one leader or strategy. That 
is actually its strength, she said, because if leaders are 
executed or imprisoned, the movement would continue, 
comparing it to the U.S. Civil Rights Movement. Ebadi 
is optimistic, stating, "Our young people will bring de- 
mocracy to Iran, and we will win!" 



t 
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— Adele 


Nor have these bullying billboards won favor with the 
Black women whose neighborhoods they invaded. They 
despise them, want them out, and resent being used 
and abused by the group that put them up. 

HISTORIC CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 

That the billboards went up during Black History 
Month is an irony that these memory-dead fanatics 
cannot understand. In the 1960s, when the Civil Rights 
Movement was in full swing and Black and white men 
and women were putting their lives on the line for free- 
dom, a segment of the Black nationalist movement 
told women they should stop taking birth control pills. 
Birth control and abortion, these Black nationalists 
said, constituted a form of genocide being pushed on 
Black women by the white racist establishment. 

Black women's response was quick, angry, and 
devastating. Toni Cade Bambara was one of many who 
castigated those who urged "the Sisters to throw away 
the pill and hop to the mattresses and breed revolution- 
aries and mess up the man's genocidal program." She 
wrote in 1969: 

"It is a noble thing , the rearing of warriors for the 
revolution. I can find no fault with the idea. I do, howev- 
er, find fault with the notion that dumping the pill is the 
way to do it. You don't prepare yourself for the raising of 
super-people by making yourself vulnerable... You pre- 
pare yourself by being healthy and confident, by having 
options that give you confidence. . . You prepare yourself 
by being in control of yourself. The pill gives the woman, 
as well as the man, some control. Simple as that. 

"On the other hand, I would never agree that the 
pill really liberates women. It only helps. . . But the pill 
gives her choice, gives her control over at least some of 
the major events in her life. And it gives her time to fight 
for liberation in those other areas. "* 

She could be speaking today. And while this hei- 
nous billboard is supposedly only against abortion, if 
Black children are "an endangered species," it is clearly 
also an attack against Black women using birth con- 
trol — any birth control. 

NEW HUMAN RELATIONS- WHAT WE ARE FOR 

Today, the fight against fanatical anti-abortion 
attacks against Black women is being carried out by 
those like Loretta Ross, the executive director of Sister- 
Song, Women of Color Reproductive Health Collective, 
which also happens to be in Atlanta. She said, "The rea- 
son we have so many Planned Parenthoods in the Black 
community is because leaders in the Black community 
in the '20s and '30s went to Margaret Sanger and asked 
for them. Controlling our fertility was part of our uplift 
out of poverty strategy, and it still works." 

Ross, a leader and expert on Black women's strug- 
gle for reproductive rights, wrote in 1998, "In Georgia 
between 1965 and 1967 the Black maternal death rate 



by Mary Jo Grey 

Women's rights activists in Haiti say that greater 
attention must be paid to the immediate needs of wom- 
en and girls, as well as to their role in the long-term 
reconstruction of their devastated country, like a group 
of women brick makers in Leogane looking for support 
to start a brick making collective. Women and girls face 
an even higher rate of violence and health emergencies 
that are exacerbated by the absence of medical care and 
supplies. 

* * * 

Angry protesters are opposing the Nicaraguan 
government withholding life-saving treatment from a 
pregnant cancer patient because it could harm the fe- 
tus. The 27-year-old mother of a 10-year-old daughter 
is in a state-run hospital that is maintaining, but not 
treating, the spreading cancer. The ruling Sandinistas 
disgustingly supported the Catholic Church in passing 

of a total ban on abortion in 2007. 

* * * 

As many as 1,200 Iranians signed a statement in 
February against a bill that would further curb wom- 
en's rights, according to the web site Change for Gender 
Equality. The bill gives men the right to take additional 
wives without telling or asking their current wife, and 
would impose restrictions on alimony for women. Ira- 
nian activists are asking for international support for 
"freedom and gender equality in Iran," an end to state- 
led violence and repression, and the immediate release 
of all political detainees. More than 40 women's rights 

groups from nine countries are supporting them. 

* * * 

An Arizona judge ordered Maricopa County Sheriff 
Joseph Arpaio to end a requirement for women pris- 
oners to prepay transportation and security costs be- 
fore obtaining an abortion. The Arizona ACLU said in 
a statement: "The courts have already confirmed that 
Arizona prison officials cannot put up roadblocks to 
abortion care simply because they do not agree with the 
decision to end a pregnancy." 

— Information from Feminist News 


due to illegal abortion was 14 times that of white wom- 
en."** It is this reality that anti-abortion fanatics try to 
bury as they lie about endangered Black children, de- 
monize Black women, and try to drive them back under 
the back- alley abortionist's knife. 

In her answer to those who would try to control 
women's lives by bullying them into abandoning the 
birth control pill, Toni Cade didn't just rage against 
what she opposed. She gave us a glimpse of second ne- 
gation, of what she — and we — are for: "And after all, 
it's through the fashioning of new relationships that we 
will obliterate the corrosive system of dominance, ma- 
nipulation, exploitation. " That is the truth we've been 
fighting for, a truth that we can never reach until wom- 
en have control over our bodies and our lives. A new so- 
ciety based on new human relations remains the goal. 


* Toni Cade (Bambara) "The Pill:Genocide or Liberation," The 
Black Woman, An Anthology (A mento Book, New American 
Library, New York, 1970), pp. 163-166 
** Loretta Ross, "African-American Woman and Abortion" 
http ://www. sistersong. net/ publications_and_articles/Black_ 
Abortion.pdf (Originally printed in Abortion Wars: A Half- 
Century of Struggle, edited by Rickie Solinger, 1998), p. 1. 
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Celebrate International 


Women's Day 

"The truth is that what initiated the actual 


"No doubt we will 
not fully over- 
come male chau- 
vinism so long as 
class society exists. But 
we can and will break up its mono- 
lithism. We can and will witness the devel- 
opment of women themselves not only as 
force but as reason. We can and will be a 
catalyst not only for our development as 
all-round human beings, but also for that 
of men. The first step in that direction is 
to meet the challenge as it appears, ev- 
erywhere it appears, any time it rears its 

head, 
under 
no mat- 
ter what 
disguis- 
es. The 
first act 
of lib- 
eration 

is to demand back our own heads. 

— Raya Dunayevskaya 
From: Women's Liberation 
and the Dialectics of Revolution 


overthrow of Tsarism was the action of the 
women.... Further, the truth is that all the 
revolutionaries — Bolsheviks, Mensheviks, 
Social Revolutionaries — were advising 
against that action on International Wom- 
en's Day. The women dismissed their advice. 

Marching 
during 
wartime 
against 
the Tsar, 
as well as 
against 
their 
factory 
condi- 
tions, pro- 
duced such massive, spontaneous support, 
not only from other working women but from 
housewives and women on the streets, that 
it finally impelled the male politicos to join 
them, and the revolution 
fully unfolded. That 
was fact and phi- 
losophy — but it didn't 
make the politicos 
look at the activity of 
the women as Rea- 


International Women's Day Iran 1979. Thousands 
of women took to the street chanting, "At the 
dawn of freedom, we have no freedom." 


son. 
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Public workers defend jobs, services 


Chicago — Over 200 marched on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day, Jan. 18, in opposition to cutbacks in pub- 
lic services, in particular public transportation. The 
demonstration was organized by Public Workers Unite! 

PWU! member Earl Silbar described the group this 
way: "We are CTA workers, we are people who used to 
work for the State of Illinois, were people who work for 
the Chicago Board of Education, and we are individu- 
als. We are all united on a few things. The cuts in public 
services are not deserved. 

There is lots of money. 

They gave out $2 trillion to 
the banks who are making 
money for themselves and 
nobody else." 

PWU! is part of a grow- 
ing national movement to 
defend vital public services. 

It includes everything from 
the national fight against 
cutbacks in education rep- 
resented by the March 4 
Coalition which formed in 
California, to local struggles 
against school closures and 
cutbacks at Stroger Hospital in Chicago. It has the po- 
tential to become a significant movement if it incorpo- 
rates serious discussion of theoretical issues — which are 
becoming concrete — with the voices of workers and the 
people who depend upon these public services. 

These are voices from the Jan. 18 demonstration: 

Carlos Acevedo, CTA Local 241 — The CTA 
is using its workers as pawns. They sent out nearly 
2,000 layoff notices, though they never intended to 
lay that many people off. The CTA wants to use the 
workers as pawns to try to open up a contract the 
workers have honored and fought so hard for. 

Workers fight 'ley 7' 

Aguadilla, Puerto Rico — The ruling pro-statehood 
party, Partido Nuevo Progresista, got a boost from the 
Supreme Court of Puerto Rico when it decided four to 
three that "ley 7" was constitutional. Ley 7 is the spear 
point of neoliberal policies which have put thousands of 
public sector workers in the ranks of the unemployed, 
not to mention the deconstruction of public services. 
(See January-February News & Letters , "Defiance of 
'ley 7.'") 

Public services are down to a minimum. School 
janitors were laid off, even with 15 years on the job. 
They were told to join cooperatives to provide cleaning 
services to the schools. As the garbage piled up, the 
janitors were hired back to clean up the mess. 

University bookstores are closing because person- 
nel have been laid off at campuses of the University of 
Puerto Rico. Students are forced to look elsewhere to 
buy their textbooks — often at outrageous prices. These 
are just some examples of the neoliberal attempt to 
make a capitalist island a paradise for corporate greed. 

The Supreme Court decision was no surprise to 
the working class. The judges were handpicked by the 
ruling party, but among the dissenters was the Chief 
Justice — so there are contradictions in the ruling class. 

Worker protests continue. Acts of passive resis- 
tance are continuous, and more are planned. A general 
strike is in the works. The real struggle is in the streets. 
While members of the governor's blue-ribbon education 
commission sit in their air-conditioned offices ensuring 
that Puerto Rican schools comply with the regulations 
of the Bush/Obama "No Child Left Behind," the work- 
ers will be in the streets blocking traffic and forming 
human chains of dignity. — Teofilo 

Stolen wages 

Horn Lake, Miss. — On Feb. 19, 25 Memphis-area 
workers and supporters gathered at 11:30 AM in front of 
El Patron Mexican restaurant here to protest a $16,000 
wage theft. Waiter Jorge Panuco worked full-time and 
overtime at El Patron over a course of 14 months to go 
home with only his cash tips. The restaurant withheld 
not only wages but also credit card tips, a total of more 
than $16,000. 

The picket, organized by the Memphis-based Work- 
ers' Interfaith Network (WIN), called for a stop to wage 
theft and a boycott of El Patron until Jorge's pay is re- 
funded or a payment plan is worked out. Throughout 
the lunchtime rush, we passed out hundreds of leaflets 
detailing this case to potential customers and custom- 
ers leaving the restaurant. 

Demonstrators witnessed customers pull in to the 
turn lane, slow down, look at the picket, and then con- 
tinue on to another restaurant. Police arrived a num- 
ber of times and, though hostile and aggressive towards 
the picket and WIN spokespeople, did not attempt to 
disrupt us. Representatives of El Patron came out to 
discuss the picket with spokespeople and organizers. 

This informal negotiation offered no concrete set- 
tlement. Negotiators from WIN had attempted to ne- 
gotiate with management, but, after Friday's picket, 
Jorge and WIN expect negotiations to begin. — Ceylon 


They are going to lay off full-time operators and 
continue part-time employees. This is a clear violation, 
and Local 241 will fight it. All the cuts in management 
that CTA President Rodriguez has made don't amount 
to a hill of beans. In my department alone, mainte- 
nance, there has been a 12% decrease in workers, but a 
12.5% increase in management. 

Gwen Johnson, former CTA driver — Cutting 
back the early morning service and ending the late ser- 
vice? Everybody doesn't have a 9-to-5 job. The people 
you see out there at 4 and 5 
o'clock in the morning, going 
to work, if those bus hours are 
cut short, then they can't take 
the bus to work. 

Erek Slater, CTA driv- 
er — We're coming together 
today because they're cutting 
our services, from teachers to 
public transportation to our 
healthcare. We keep on getting 
pushed, right? We're pushed 
and pushed and pushed. We 
need to start pushing back. 
Andy Thayer, Gay Lib- 
eration Network — In times of cutbacks, that's when 
you see scapegoating. We all know that the trillions of 
dollars going to these wars is the real reason why we're 
having cutbacks in schools, public transit and health- 
care. We need to redirect and fight against war the way 
Dr. King did. He understood that you couldn't fight an 
unjust war abroad and have justice at home. 

The layoffs and service cuts went into effect on Feb. 
7, but the struggle which PWU! is a part of is still only 
beginning. — Gerry Emmett 

Iran worker demands 

Tehran and Municipality Bus Workers Syndi- 
cate, Haft Tapeh Sugar Refinery Workers Syndi- 
cate, Free Assembly of Iranian Workers, Kerman- 
shah Electrical and Metal Workers Guild present 
our demands: 

Thirty-one years have passed since the February 
1979 revolution. At that time millions of Iranian people, 
full of hope for a better life, took to the streets in order 
to break the yoke of despotism and repression. A na- 
tionwide strike led by workers at the National Oil Com- 
pany, the vanguard of the Iranian working class, shut 
down oil pipelines, ultimately tearing the despotic re- 
gime asunder. Masses of people chanted, "Our oil work- 
ers! Our resolute leader!" Power fell to the people.... 

Born of democratic struggle, strikes, protest... the 
working class has fought for its right to survive. Many 
of us now sit in jail for attempting to organize the work- 
ing class and build a better life. 

But these jail cells do not mark the end of the 
road.... We have at our back the historical experience 
of the united and grand strike of the oil workers dur- 
ing the February revolution.... We inspire the best and 
most humanistic aspirations of the 1979 revolution. 
Today, after thirty-one years, we present our minimal 
demands and call for immediate and unconditional re- 
alization of all of them: 

1. Unconditional recognition of independent work- 
ers' organizations, the right to strike, to organize pro- 
tests, the freedom of assembly, freedom of speech, and 
freedom to associate with any political party. 

2. An immediate stop to all executions, and the im- 
mediate and unconditional release of labor and other 
political activists from jail. 

3. Immediate increase of the minimum wage based 
on workers' input through their representatives in gen- 
eral workers assemblies. 

4. End to the Subsidies Rationalization Plan: de- 
layed wages of workers should be immediately paid.... 

5. Job security for workers and all wage earners, 
the end to all temporary contracts and blank signa- 
tures, removal of all government-run organizations in 
the workplace, institution of new labor laws through 
direct participation of the workers in their general 
worker assemblies. 

6. Halt to all firings under any circumstances. Any- 
one expelled, or at employment age, must benefit from 
social security in line with human dignity. 

7. End of all discriminatory laws against women 
and insuring full and unconditional equality of women 
and men in all aspects of social, economic, political, cul- 
tural, and family affairs. 

8. Insuring all the retired with a life of welfare, 
devoid of economic anxieties; putting an end to all dis- 
criminatory payment practices, and allowing everyone 
to benefit from social and medical services. 

9. All children, irrespective of their parents' eco- 
nomic and social status, gender, nationality, race, and 
religion must be granted free and equal educational, 
welfare, and healthcare benefits. 

10. May 1 must be declared a national holiday and 
included in the official calendar; all legal restrictions on 
its celebration must be removed. 

Read the full statement at newsandletters.org 



EDITORIAL 


Limits of 
workers’ patience 


The frustrations, despair, fear and anger among a 
growing number of workers keep increasing as unem- 
ployment continues to rise despite economists' claims of 
economic recovery. Recoveries have begun in some sec- 
tors of the economy, but where it comes to jobs, not only 
has there been no recovery, the number of unemployed 
continues to increase with no end in sight. 

This fear and anger were dramatically seen in a 
February union meeting of autoworkers at the NUM- 
MI (New United Motor Manufacturing, Inc,) plant in 
California. Formerly a GM-Toyota joint venture, Toyota 
was preparing to lay off its 4,600 workers and close the 
plant April 1. Some 500 workers were at the meeting to 
learn about the negotiations on severance pay as well 
as a number of other issues. 

They demanded to know the status of the ne- 
gotiations and why neither the local union nor 
the United Auto Workers (UAW) national union 
had aggressively fought for them. The meeting 
erupted in white-hot anger when the union pres- 
ident used the F word to try to silence a worker 
who had asked a question. 

During the meeting and in interviews with work- 
ers afterwards, the great divide between the workers 
and the union leadership was unmistakable, expressed 
often with profanities directed at their local leadership 
and at Ron Gettelfinger, president of the UAW. The 
workers noted that the UAW was now a part owner of 
GM following the bankruptcy, and that the union was 
looking out for the interests of GM instead of union 
members. 

UAW CONNIVED WITH TOYOTA 

Workers also charged that, while they were kept in 
the dark about negotiations, the union was getting a 
part of their severance pay and that conditions put on 
getting their severance pay were designed to keep work- 
ers in line until the plant closed. In other words, no mis- 
behaving on the part of the workers. But the greatest 
concern was over losing their job, with no union battle 
to keep the plant operating. 

The question of jobs remains at the top of the list 
for all workers. Of the 15 million officially unemployed, 
6.3 million have been out of work for more than six 
months, higher than at any time in the past. Millions 
of workers and their families are barely getting by on 
unemployment compensation checks. For 2.4 million 
of them, their checks will run out by the end of April. 
Extension of unemployment compensation by Congress 
would be just a stopgap measure. Only about two-thirds 
of the unemployed get unemployment checks at all, yet 
44 states cut off welfare benefits for families whose in- 
come is 75% or more of the poverty level. 

The U.S. economy must generate 100,000 jobs 
a month just to meet the number of new job ap- 
plicants. The Labor Department does not count 
those who have exhausted their unemployment 
benefits or who have given up on finding a job, as 
millions have. So the real number of unemployed 
is more than 20 million. 

The greatest culprit is automation, which has de- 
stroyed 5.6 million jobs since 2000 — a number that will 
only increase as technological discoveries are applied to 
factories, mines, mills, and offices. None are immune. 
So even reversing the export of jobs to low wage coun- 
tries like China would not solve the crisis that capital- 
ism has created. 

RECOVERY WITHOUT JOBS? 

In the past, auto, banking, and home construction 
have led the way out of recessions, but there is no hope 
of that now. Auto companies have been a basket case 
for the past two years, home mortgage foreclosures con- 
tinue at an increasing rate, and there have been more 
banks closed this past year than in any year since re- 
cords were first started, outside of the Depression. 

Nor do all suffer equally. Black men, who make up 
only 5.4% of the workforce, are 13% of the long-term 
unemployed. The unemployment rate for those earning 
over $150,000 is 3.2% and 4% for those in the $100,000 
to $150,000 bracket, but a whopping 30.8% for those 
making less than $12,000 a year — worse than the 25% 
unemployment rate during the Great Depression. 

Many commentators point out that a continuation 
of joblessness will lead to social unrest, social disloca- 
tions, social turmoil and a whole host of other "socials," 
but they are straining to find any expression other than 
"revolution," a word that they all know and fear. By now 
it is clear that the spirit of revolt in the U.S. is growing. 
It is not only workers and their families who are feeling 
the need for a profound change to be able to live like hu- 
man beings, it is pervading the whole of society. 

This kind of change is what the majority of people 
looked to when they voted for President Obama. But in- 
stead of change, there is only more of the same, and in 
many cases, even worse. The specter of social revolution 
haunted the whole decade of the Great Depression. It is 
increasingly haunting the present period of the Great 
Recession. 
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


After publishing Rosa Luxemburg , Women's 
Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolu- 
tion, Dunayevskaya went on a national tour in the 
Marx centenary, 1983. In her Aug. 26, 1983, let- 
ter excerpted here, she summed up paragraphs she 
had written during the tour to expand on the book. 
Footnotes below were added by the editor. The letter 
can be found in the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, 
#15370-74. Excerpts of the letter with added material 
are included in the second edition of the book. See pp. 
xxxiii-xxxviii. 

To all N&L Committees, Dear Comrades: 

Because I think it is incumbent upon a 
Constitutional Convention which has as a focal 
point the inclusion in its very constitution of the 
latest theoretical work, Rosa Luxemburg, Womens 
Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, to 
see in it a great deal more than just a paragraph, I 
would like to explain all the paragraphs that were 
added after its publication, in the following context: 

1) That it is no accident that it is the Marx 
centenary which prompted the new publication of our 
other two fundamental works, Marxism and Freedom 
and Philosophy and Revolution, and 

2) That this led us to call the theoretical 
foundations of Marxist-Humanism, as a totality, a 
trilogy of revolution. 

Here, then, are the paragraphs as they were added 
to each section: 

IN THE INTRODUCTION just before the final 
paragraphs, I saw a need not to have the reader wait 
for the final chapter to know that we are challenging 
post-Marx Marxists. With that in mind, the added 
paragraph makes clear at once that the very first point 
misunderstood by post-Marx Marxists, beginning with 
Frederick Engels, was Marx's work in the last decade 
regarding what we now call the Third World, and what 
Marx called, in the Grundrisse, "the Asiatic mode of 
production" as well as commenting on it as he read 
Morgan's Ancient Society.... 

That seems to have been the first point so 
misunderstood by post-Marx Marxists, beginning 
with Frederick Engels, who, without having 
known all of the massive Ethnological Notebooks 
Marx had left behind, undertook to write his 
own version of Morgan's work — his Origin of the 
Family — as a "bequest" of Marx. When [David] 
Ryazanov discovered these notebooks, he rushed — 
before he ever had a chance to decipher them — to 
characterize them as "inexcusable pedantry." If an 
Engels, who was a close collaborator of Marx and 
without whom we would not have had Volumes II 
and III of Capital, could nevertheless so suddenly 
have become overconfident about his own prowess 
of interpreting Marx as to assume he was speaking 
for Marx; if an archivist-scholar like Ryazanov 
could, at a time when he was actually publishing 
those magnificent early essays of Marx (the 1844 
Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts), spend a good 
deal of his first report on the Archives of Marx in 
asking for 20 to 30 people to help him sort these 
manuscripts out, and yet pass judgment before he 
dug into them — it says a great deal about literary 
heirs but nothing whatsoever about so great an 
historic phenomenon as Marx's Marxism. 

Isn't it time to challenge all of the post-Marx 
Marxists when even those who have achieved 
great revolutions (and none was greater than 
the 1917 Russian Revolution) did not, in thought, 
measure up to Marx? Isn't it time to dig into what 
Marx, who had discovered a whole new continent 
of thought, had to say for himself? (Chapter XII 
concentrates especially on the last writings of 
Marx, in which this author found a trail to the 
1980s.) 

* * * 

CHAPTER III OF PART ONE jams up 
the different views of Luxemburg and Marx on 
"Accumulation of Capital" in order to show that the 
new events which Luxemburg called "reality," which 
she contrasted to Marx's "theory," could have been 
so contrasted because she failed to fully work out 
dialectic methodology — which would have revealed 
a single dialectic in both objective and subjective 
worlds. To that end, the whole subject of methodology 
was expanded to reveal the difference between how 
Absolute appeared in the phenomenal world (and the 
phenomenon she had in mind was imperialism) and 
how Absolute was worked out in [Hegel's] Philosophy 
of Mind, where it cannot possibly be separated from 
Subject, i.e., revolutionary force as Reason.... 

Methodology being the dialectic movement 
both in [Hegel's] Phenomenology of Mind and 
in the Philosophy of Mind, let us look deeper 
into their difference. While it is true that in the 
Phenomenology we speak not just of appearance, 
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much less of mere show, but of a philosophy of 
appearance, it is not true that the methodology, 
as we follow the movement of the dialectic in 
Philosophy of Mind, is either the philosophy of 
phenomena or even of essence. Rather, the dialectic 
in the Notion is that the Absolute there opens so 
many new doors in both the objective and subjective 
spheres as to reveal totality itself as new beginning. 

Thus, as against the phenomenology of 
imperialism being merely a reflection of new 
surfacings of oppression, new appearances surface 
as so profound a philosophy of revolution as to 
disclose that what inheres in it is a living Subject 
that will resolve the great contradiction of its 
absolute opposites, imperialism and national 
oppression. It is this which Marxist-Humanists 
call the new revolutionary forces as Reason. 
Therein is the nub of the Great Divide between 
Phenomenology and Philosophy — and because it is 
no abstraction, but a live Subject, it unites rather 

than divides theory and reality. 

* ❖ * 


IN PART TWO ON THE Women's Liberation 
Movement, especially the section on the "Unfinished 
Task," the point I chose to elaborate was, once again, 
the conception of Women's Liberation not just as force 
but as Reason. The new here, however, was that the 
"proof' came from history itself — Feb. 23, 1917 [March 
8 on the Western calendar]. This was for purposes of 
showing that the women were the ones who initiated 
that revolution. Even now I am not sure that we totally 
understand that that, in turn, depends on women 
practicing the immediate problems inseparable from 
the philosophic context. This is why I have two final 
suggestions: 1) Do, please, consider the paper worked 
out for the anthropology conference, "Marx's 'New 
Humanism' and the Dialectics of Women's Liberation 
in Primitive and Modern Societies," as well as the talk 
I gave at the Third World Women's Conference, as 
integral to and expansion of Part Two. 1 

2) The second and key suggestion is the 
imperativeness of a study of Part Three, without which 
there can be no total comprehension not just of Part 
Three, in and for itself, but of the fact that it is that 
Part that informs the whole work. It is Marx's Marxism 
as a totality after it has gone through combat with the 
greatest revolutionaries of the post-Marx period — Lenin 
and Luxemburg, without whom we could not have 
reached the new stage we have achieved.... 

Quite the contrary. History proves a very 
different truth, whether we look at February 1917, 
where the women were the ones who initiated the 
revolution; whether we turn further back to the 
Persian Revolution of 1906-11, where the women 
created the very first women's soviet; or whether we 
look to our own age in the 1970s in Portugal, where 
Isabel do Carmo raised the totally new concept of 
apartidarismo. 2 It is precisely because women's 

1. Both pieces are included in Dunayevskaya' s Women's Lib- 
eration and the Dialectics of Revolution. 

2. Apartidarismo, literally "non-partyism," involves autonomy 
from vanguard parties. See "Will the Revolution in Portugal 

Advance?" in Dunayevskaya' s Women's Liberation and the 
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Read the whole book along 
with these added paragraphs 
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feminist dimension, 
post-Marx Marxism 
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liberationists are both revolutionary force and 
Reason that they are crucial. If we are to achieve 
success in the new revolutions, we have to see that 
the uprooting of the old is total from the start. 

(And to the end of the next, the penultimate 
paragraph, one sentence is added, after the sentence 
ending: "...which do not separate practice from theory.") 

Which is what Luxemburg meant when she 
defined "being human" as "joyfully throwing your 

life on the scales of destiny." 

* * * 

IT IS NO ACCIDENT that the paragraph that 
was added to Chapter XII on the Black dimension is the 
one that at once became urgent to the National Tour 
itself — so much so that I read it out as if it actually were 
in the book, in my talks on the Black dimension. Nor is 
it an accident that Charles Denby suggested it be the 
center of the new introduction for American Civilization 
on Trial. At the same time, by considering all that Marx 
had said in a single place rather than separately as they 
had been expressed in each specific decade, you could 
see the totality, so that it became inseparable from his 
concept of "revolution in permanence," including his 
very last work, the Ethnological Notebooks.... 

With this dialectical circle of circles, Marx's 
reference in the Ethnological Notebooks to the 
Australian aborigine as "the intelligent black" 
brought to a conclusion the dialectic he had 
unchained when he first broke from bourgeois 
society in the 1840s and objected to the use of the 
word, "Negro," as if it were synonymous with the 
word, "slave." By the 1850s, in the Grundrisse, he 
extended that sensitivity to the whole pre-capitalist 
world. By the 1860s, the Black dimension became, 
at one and the same time, not only pivotal to the 
abolition of slavery and victory of the North in the 
Civil War, but also to the restructuring of Capital, 
itself. In a word, the often-quoted sentence: "Labor 
cannot emancipate itself in the white skin where 
in the black skin it is branded," far from being 
rhetoric, was the actual reality and the perspective 
for overcoming that reality. Marx reached, at every 
historic turning point, for a concluding point, not 
as an end but as a new jumping off point, a new 

beginning, a new vision. 

* * * 

(Finally, on p. 195 just before the final paragraph...) 

This is the further challenge to the form of 
organization which we have worked out as the 
committee-form rather than the "party-to-lead." 
But, though committee-form and "party-to-lead" 
are opposites, they are not absolute opposites. 
At the point when the theoretic-form reaches 
philosophy, the challenge demands that we 
synthesize not only the new relations of theory 
to practice, and all the forces of revolution, but 
philosophy's "suffering, patience and labor of the 
negative," i.e., experiencing absolute negativity. 
Then and only then will we succeed in a revolution 
that will achieve a class-less, non-racist, non-sexist, 
truly human, truly new Society. That which Hegel 
judged to be the synthesis of the "Self-Thinking 
Idea" and the "Self-Bringing-Forth of Liberty," 
Marxist-Humanism holds, is what Marx had called 
the new society. The many paths to get there are 
not easy to work out. 

We have entitled the Perspectives "What 
To Do" 3 — and we didn't mean by that only when 
facing objective crises, but in the need to single 
out the new moments in Marx and the "trail to the 
1980s" which we discovered there. Put differently, 
that "discovery" was possible because: 1) finally 
we had all the writings of Marx as a totality; 2) 
we had lived through a 30-year-long movement 
from practice; and 3) our unique contributions to 
these three decades were inseparable from the 
objective movement. It becomes necessary now to 
spell out the hieroglyphic "three books, not one," 
which has created the ground for the challenge to 
all post-Marx Marxists, and to develop the moment 
the masses have reached in their search for a 
philosophy of revolution which would enable them 
to succeed in an actual revolution. 

With this final addition we have come to the 
question of Organization as likewise inseparable from 
the concept of "revolution in permanence." By using 
that as ground for organization, we must under no 
circumstances fall into the trap of substitutionism — 
as if the ground was the actuality of organizational 
growth. Without becoming a dogma, "revolution in 
permanence" must at one and the same time underline 
the imperativeness of organizational growth at this 
crucial period. 

Yours, Raya 

Dialectics of Revolution. 

3. The 1982-83 Perspectives Thesis for News and Letters Com- 
mittees, titled "What to Do: Facing the Depth of Recession 
and the Myriad Global Political Crises as well as the Philo- 
sophic Void," can be found in the Raya Dunayeskaya Collec- 
tion, #7515-38. 
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Fro/77 t_he Mexican edition of_ The Power of Negativity 

Latin America and Dunayevskaya's thought 



by Ruben Dri 

Editor's note: The following is excerpted from Ruben 
Dri's special introduction to the new Spanish edition 
of The Power of Negativity by Raya Dunayevskaya. 
(Translation by Franklin Dmitryev and Erica Rae.) 

The 1960s and 1970s were characterized in Latin 
America by the resurgence of social and political 
movements fighting to end centuries of oppression and 
to begin building a new society free from imperialism 
and from oppression by the dominant classes in each 
country. The partial successes achieved were erased by 
ferocious military dictatorships, which terrorized the 
population to leave the field open for implementation 
of the neoliberal project promoted by the Washington 
Consensus. 

In the 1980s and 1990s neoliberalism was 
deployed across the entire Latin American continent. 
Privatization, labor flexibility, unemployment, 
destruction of national industries, free movement of 
speculative capital, and preaching and performance 
of the crudest individualism that gave rise to the 
destruction of social relations. 

The popular sectors had been dealt the deepest 
political defeat. The terror established by the military 
and the management of the economy by the big 
corporations, producing inflation that deepened the 
terror to the point of not knowing what there will be 
to eat tomorrow, left the popular movements and their 
activists with a deep sense of powerlessness. 

But people also have common sense, good sense, 
as Gramsci noted, a good sense that we could translate 
as "the people's wisdom." There is a people's knowledge 
that knows when and how the powers of domination 
can be confronted. It is a creative wisdom. Suffering 
political defeat, activists took refuge in the social field. 

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS GREW stronger. New 
movements emerged. Their fundamental characteristic 
is not only to arise from the bases, from below, but 
always to stay in contact with that. It is the way of self- 
moving by constituting itself as subjects.... 

The social movements exhibit great vitality 
and creativity, but at the same time have met with 
limitations that at first sight seem insurmountable. As 
social movements, they have a very restricted, limited 
range, and end up being swallowed up by traditional 
political parties. This reveals the need to rethink 
politics in such a way that these movements can 
transcend themselves. 

But this is impossible without theory. It is 
natural that, when we talk about theory, a determined 
skepticism rises in the activists of these movements, due 
to the mistakes and abuses that have been committed 
in the name of theory. It has always been difficult to 
understand the unsplittable totality of practice and 
theory.... 

A fundamental theoretical assumption for any 
revolutionary political project is that reality moves 
dialectically and, therefore, without dialectical 
understanding and action, it is impossible to succeed. 
Here various problems arise that make that difficult to 
achieve. First, the simplification that is already found 
in Engels and, with Stalinism, was reinforced through 
dogmatization. In this way, what should have been the 
key to understanding and transforming reality, was 
transformed into a screen that obscures it. 

IN ARGENTINA on Dec. 19-20, 2000, a great 
revolt broke out against the politics of neoliberal 
destruction. Employed and unemployed workers, 
villagers, teachers, housewives, and students occupied 
the public space, making themselves lords of the city 
streets and squares.... In Buenos Aires and the most 
important cities, there arose the phenomenon of the 
assembly, a social-political phenomenon that embodies 
a feeling of profound rejection of politics. 

It is a new phenomenon containing great 
potentialities that could only be translated into 
new politics if it were interpreted dialectically. For 
the conception of the Left parties in general, there 
was nothing to interpret, but only to "apply." The 
phenomenon was not really "new," but simple repetition. 
The assemblies should receive instructions from the 
vanguard parties. Thus those parties contributed to the 
lack of translation of the assemblies' potentials into a 
political force. 

Another problem is that, for the comprehension of 
the dialectic, what is absolutely necessary is the journey 
through Hegel; and here, on the one hand, intervenes 
the prejudice that his idealist dialectic was superseded 
by the materialism of Marx and, on the other hand, 
reading Hegel turns out to be not at all easy. Lenin's 
confession that it is impossible to understand Capital 
if one has not understood the Logic is disregarded. 
The book by Raya Dunayevskaya that we present is an 
invaluable aid to guide us in these problems.... 

Raya Dunayevskaya's central concern is the lack of 


understanding — and consequently of development — of 
philosophy, or of the dialectic in thought and in Marxist 
practice in general, and especially on the question 
of organization and the party. But where to find the 
theoretical basis to fill these gaps? It is a fundamental 
task, without which we are left with a crippled 
Marxism, with a blind practice, without theory, unable 
to overcome the "state-capitalism" into which had 
flowed the giant revolution led by Lenin. 

This theoretical basis is found in certain texts 
that should be read as a whole.... These texts are, from 
Marx, the Economic-Philosophical Manuscripts of 
1844, Capital, especially the first chapter, and Critique 
of the Gotha Program, and for Hegel, the chapter on 
the "Absolute Idea" of Logic, the "Absolute Spirit" 
(paragraphs 575, 576, 577) of the Encyclopaedia 
and the chapter on the "Absolute Knowledge" of the 
Phenomenology of Spirit. To these texts must be added 
Lenin's Philosophical Notebooks. 

A first glance cannot but draw attention not only 
to the importance attached to Hegel, but to the texts 
that refer to Hegel's "Absolutes," that is, Absolute 
Idea, Absolute Spirit, Absolute Knowledge. After all, 
according to most interpretations these Absolutes 
constitute the closing of the system, the closure of 
history. In this respect the interpretation of the author 
is dazzling and extremely fruitful for rethinking and 
reorienting the liberation movements. 

Noticeably, her reading of Marx's works does not 
share the lack of philosophical elaboration which has 


led to scientistic interpretations of Capital. According 
to our author, said philosophy can be found already 
elaborated in the 1844 Paris Manuscripts , which were 
followed by a series of key experiences such as the 
Communist League of 1848, the First International in 
1864 and the Paris Commune of 1871. In none of these 
moments did the philosophy reach the level of the 1844 
Manuscripts , which was only achieved in 1875 with the 
Critique of the Gotha Program, a document in which, 
however, Marx designated philosophy as "principle." 

In 1844 Marx, according to Raya, discovered 
"negation of the negation" at the hand of Hegel, while at 
the same time criticizing his mysticism "as it considers 
that [negation of the negation] as various stages of 
consciousness, rather than as concrete ideas of men and 
women," and at the same time rejecting both capitalism 
and "vulgar communism" and naming his philosophy "a 
new humanism." 

SEVERAL CONCEPTS ARE OF paramount 
importance here. First, the "negation of the negation" 
is the soul of the dialectic. Only by fully internalizing it 
can one understand that Marxism intrinsically implies 
"revolution in permanence" and that "Absolute Idea" is 
not a closure but an opening for new beginnings, the 
central issues in Raya's philosophical thought. Marx 
recovers this principle of Hegel, bringing it to the 
consciousness of concrete men and women, so that his 
materialism is in reality "humanism."... 

This philosophical conception was the foundation of 
organization in Marx's practice, both in the Communist 
League, and in the Manifesto of 1848, in the First 
International in 1864 and in the Paris Commune of 
1871, praised as " the form, the working existence, the 
communal non-state." "Why then," asks Raya, "is the 


actual concretization of a new unity so sharply critiqued 
as in the Critique of the Gotha Program ?" 

To find an answer, the author notes that Marx in a 
letter to Freiligrath, who had told him that he did not 
belong to any party, replied, "neither do I, to any existing 
party." Raya interprets that this statement of Marx 
had a "historical sense." 1 The experience of the Paris 
Commune was key. He had to go "lower and deeper." 

The radical critique Marx made in that document 
on the Gotha Program brings Raya to question the 
absence of the philosophic moment in organization, or 
in the party. "We were so overwhelmed," she said, "with 
the movement from practice that we were hardly as 
enthusiastic or as concrete about the movement from 
theory, if not actually forgetting it." 2 It was in 1953, upon 
Stalin's death, that Raya wrote two letters in which she 
posed the lines to follow to overcome the obstacle. 

It is therefore essential to rethink organization, 
which so far has lacked the "philosophic moment" that 
cannot be other than the dialectic in the full sense. In 
the words of the author: "The imperativeness of both 
the objective and subjective urgency now manifests 
that what has been an untrodden path all these years, 
by all post-Marx Marxists — including Lenin, who did 
dig into philosophy, but not the party, and Luxemburg, 
who did dig into spontaneity, but not philosophy — 
is organization, the Dialectics of Philosophy and 
Organization." 

THE THEME OF ORGANIZATION is the theme 
of the party, but our author does not refer to the party 
of the masses, as that is a 
task that the masses will 
accomplish, nor to the elitist 
party, which she openly 
rejects. She refers specifically 
to the group of which she is 
part, which is conscious that 
nothing can be done without 
the masses — we would say 
"without the people" — but is 
conscious that, on the other 
hand, one cannot do without 
the theoretical moment. 
She graphically expresses 
that her search is for the 
"objectivity of subjectivity." 

This search necessarily 
encounters Lenin, from 
whom it receives important 
aid, to the extent that he saw 
the necessity of philosophy 
and took it up, drawing on 
Hegel, but not with respect 
to organization, remaining 
anchored to the elitist 
party elaborated in What 
Is to Be Done? Lenin fills, 
in a certain way, the post- 
Marx philosophical void. He 
does not try to "apply" the 
dialectic, as did both Marcuse 
and Merleau-Ponty, and 
Engels himself, but rather he 
"is trying to figure out what 
is happening in his age."... 

We must pause for a moment to consider the 
characterization of the Hegelian Absolutes. Theory 
and practice constitute the dialectical totality in a 
movement that goes as much from practice to theory 
as from theory to practice. A fundamental weakness of 
post-Marx Marxism was its concentration on practice, 
forgetting theory, that is to say, forgetting philosophy. 
The Absolute Idea, moreover, "contains the highest 
opposition within itself," so it is a major error to think 
of it as the end of history. On the contrary, it is nothing 
more and nothing less than "revolution in permanence." 

THE ABSOLUTE IDEA, moreover, is "absolute 
liberation," the dialectic of freedom in which there 
is no transition. It should be understood as "the idea 
[that] freely releases itself in absolute self-security 
and self-repose." Raya clarifies the significance of this 
dialectic, considering it as the overcoming of Stalinism. 
The Leninist revolution was the stage of transitions. 
The totalitarian, or Stalinist, state "must be overcome 
by a totally new revolt in which everyone experiences 
'absolute liberation.'"... 

We cannot conclude this introduction without 
making the recommendation that Hegel makes to the 
reader of the Phenomenology and applying it to the 
texts of Raya Dunayevskaya: "Impatience asks for the 
impossible, wants to reach the goal without the means 
of getting there. The length of the journey has to be 
borne with, for every moment is necessary; and again 
we must halt at e very stage." 

1. Marx wrote, "I meant the party in the eminent historical 
sense," as opposed to a "wholly ephemeral sense," in his 
2/29/1860 letter to Ferdinand Freiligrath. — ed. 

2. Elsewhere Raya says that philosophy is the missing link of 
Marxism. 


jYa disponible! Edicion mexicana: 

poder de la negatividad: Escritos 
obre la dialectics en Hegel y Marx. 

Publicado porjuan Pablos Editor, S.A., Mexico. 
Introduccion especial por Ruben Dri, filosofo/activista argen- 
tine, profesor consulto en la Facultad de Ciencias Sociales de 
la Universidad de Buenos Aires, autor de varios libros sobre 
la Fenomenologia del espiritu de Hegel. Oferta de lanzamiento: 
$ 1 0 mas gastos de $4 en EE.UU. Pida desde 
ns & Letters, 228 S. Wabash #230, Chicago, IL 60604. 

"La interpretation de Hegel y Marx , o sea del humanismo marxista 
que hace Raya Dunayevskaya es realmente fascinante y es mas necesario 
que nunca para esta etapa de /os movimientos populares latinoamerica- 
nos ." — Ruben Dri 

Now available in Spanish! Mexican edition of: 

The Power of Negativity: Writings on the dialectic in 
Hegel and Marx. 

Special introduction by Ruben Dri, an Argentine philosopher/activist, consulting 
professor in the Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Buenos Aires, author of 
several books on Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit. 

Introductory offer: $ 1 0 plus $4 postage. Order from News & Letters, 228 S. Wabash 
#230, Chicago, IL 60604. Published by Juan Pablos Editor, S.A., Mexico. 

"Raya Dunayevskaya’s interpretation of Hegel and Marx , that is, of 
Marxist-Humanism, is truly fascinating and is more necessary than ever 
for this stage of Latin American people's movements." — Ruben Dri 
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HAITI'S PEOPLE POWER AS PRISM 


The outpouring of common folks 
everywhere to help the Haitians 
indicates that people are not waiting for 
the U.S. or any other government to act, 
but are acting on their own. The same 
people are open, I believe, to support a 
real change that would lead to a new 
society where the capitalist concept of 
value is what is destroyed. 

Revolutionary 
Los Angeles 

If there is one thing people in Haiti 
understand it is the importance of 
people power. 

Correspondent 

California 

While we are all being asked to give 
money and help to Haiti and we feel 
good when we can give it, what needs 
to be understood is how much we owe to 
Haiti. In a very real sense we owe it the 
American Revolution against Britain. 
They helped. And today, when the real 
heroes after the earthquake are those 
who are helping, feeding, and housing 
each other with whatever they have, it 
gives me a glimpse of what a different 
kind of world could look like than the 
twisted one we have today. 

Women's Liberationist 
Chicago 

What Haiti represents is a prism in 
which to view the entire bankruptcy of 
this rotten society and, historically, its 
opposition in resistance, rebellion and 
revolution. It is a way of seein g American 
Civilization on Trial (indeed, Western 
Civilization on Trial) if we define that in 
terms of the rise of capitalism, including 
its colonization of Africa and the "New 
World." 

Observer 

Mexico 

R.I.S.A. (Rising in Solidarity 
with Ayiti) is a grassroots network of 
Chicago organizers, health workers, 
activists, healers, historians, youth, 
and artists working in solidarity with 
our comrades, sisters and brothers 
in Ayiti (Haiti) to recover from the 
devastating impact of the recent 
earthquakes and historic atrocities. Our 
work is based in grassroots organizing 


principles and we are connected to the 
agricultural, artistic, humanitarian and 
revolutionary spirit of Ayiti. 

You can find us on Facebook 
and at http://www.risinginsolidarity. 
wordpress.com. 


INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN'S DAY 
IN N&L HISTORY 

International 
Women's Day is 
a good time to 
look at women's 
revolutionary force and reason 
throughout the world and its importance 
in the development of the philosophy of 
Marxist-Humanism. 

In the 1960s I came to News 
and Letters Committees out of the 
Women's Liberation Movement and 
the anti-Vietnam War movement, and 
was surprised but happy to see that 
Women's Liberation had been cited in 
the 1956 News and Letters Committees 
Constitution. 

This has been projected through 
the continuing development of the WL 
page, as women as force and reason in 
all the worldwide struggles. In one of my 
favorite News and Letters Committees 
pamphlets, Working Women for Freedom, 
Raya Dunayevskaya's Appendix relates 
the historic struggles to the new 
struggles and makes it timeless: 

"Women's struggles have created 
totally new situations hidden from 
history and still unrecognized as 
philosophic ground. . .What today we call 
Women's Liberation as an idea whose 
time has come, are movements from 
practice, from below, that have been 
accumulating through the ages... 

"[T]hey show working-class women 
in motion as shapers of history. The 
dialectical relationship of spontaneity 
to organization is of the essence to all 
of us as we face today's crises... What 
we do need is a unity of philosophy and 
revolution. Without it, we will not be 
able to get out from under the whip of 
the counter-revolution." 

Mary Jo Grey 
Chicago 



VIEW FROM THE CHILEAN LEFT AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE 


We print below excerpts from 
Declaration of the Movement of the 
Revolutionary Left (MIR) of Chile on the 
earthquake that took place on Feb. 27. 

Although in this moment what is 
most needed is concrete actions, small 
though they may be, with the families and 
communities affected by the earthquake, 
we also want to point out the following: 

1. The old highways and bridges 
made by the State resisted the quake. 
The new highways in the capital that 
were privatized under the Coalition 
Government did not stand up to any 
seismic movement and were destroyed. 

2. The Christian Democracy- 
controlled Ministry of Housing left 
behind so much scandal and corruption 
in building low-cost housing, that the 
Coalition privatized the policy of low- 
cost housing. Now, with the earthquake, 
people are being ousted because their 
homes are dangerous. Entire housing 
complexes for the middle class are at 
the point of collapsing. In real estate 
capitalism, the business is not in 
building but in accumulating capital, 
which means lowering the quality of 
construction, lowering the quality of the 
materials, falsifying reports and bribing 
the tax collectors. 

3. State institutions have 
functioned slowly or poorly. As a result 
of a lack of coordination between 
the central government and state 
institutions, large parts of the country 
are completely isolated, without water, 
without electricity, without food... In 
spite of the financial resources, the help 
is not arriving where it should arrive: to 
the people. 


4. In the Bio Bio region, one of 
the poorest in the country, where 
unemployment is 10.4% and where 
the majority who work live from day 
to day, there is no drinkable water, no 
electricity, no food. The people have 
broken through the barriers into the 
supermarkets to obtain what they need 
to live... It is the women who began the 
movement, as often in history, for their 
children and families. 

5. The people are turning to direct 
action to resolve their vital needs. Almost 
magically, the government declared 
a State of Catastrophe, which allows 
for the suspension of constitutional 
guarantees and fundamental rights, 
without needing Congressional approval. 
The Minister of Defense announced he 
was mobilizing 10,000 soldiers. 

The government of Bachelet in this 
way has become the most repressive 
government of the Coalition, not only 
facilitating the return of the right wing 
to government, but also handing over 
the Maule and Bio Bio regions to the 
military and imposing martial law. 

We in the MIR are completely 
in agreement with the necessity, 
legitimacy and justice that the people 
open the doors of the supermarkets 
and distribution centers to get their 
necessities. Where our members are 
present, we should be an active part of 
this process. 

To expropriate the exploiters is a 
people’s right. 

The people advance by fighting! 
—Feb. 28, 2010 

Movimiento de Izquierda 
Revolucionaria (MIR) de Chile 

(Translated by Earl Gilman) 



OBAMA: 1st YEAR REPORT CARD 

I read comments that with Obama's 
election racism is not such a crucial issue 
today. But the experience I recently had, 
while not overt racism, shows we have a 
long way to go. My granddaughter goes 
to a Christian private school where the 
majority are white and there are only a 
few Latinos or Blacks. I called the school 
to get them to have a Black history 
program. They said that sounded like 
a good idea. But when, toward the end 
of February, my granddaughter asked 
them whether they were going to have a 
program, they said they had no plans for 
one. An awareness of the role of Black 
men and women in America is still very 
much needed in our schools. 

Georgiana Steward 
Fontana, California 

Nothing substantial came from the 
Copenhagen climate change conference. 
The U.S. and China in particular resisted 
many propositions from the Third World 
for handling global warming. There are 
consequences in delay. There are some 
areas of the world where a few inches of 
ocean could destroy many villages and 
communities. We are sabotaging our 
own future. 

Concerned 

Detroit 

*** 

It would do well for everyone to study 
how Marx figured out capitalism's drive 
to be a question of the accumulation 
of capital. It isn't just Obama who is 
stuck on that. He wants to get to Main 
Street, but he keeps going to Wall Street 
because that's where the money is. 

Student of Marx 
San Francisco 

The news of Obama's turn to 
nuclear power is serious. It comes on the 
heels of his failure in Copenhagen and 
the showdown with Iran. This is great 
fodder for Ahmadinejad, and a signal 
for all countries to expand their nuclear 
power. People haven't stopped dying off 
from the Chernobyl disaster. This is 
pragmatism at its worst. 

Hospital worker 
Bay Area 


TROUBLES AHEAD 

Not often mentioned in pundits' 
analyses of an epic power struggle 
between China and the U.S. are 
the hundreds of millions of Chinese 
workers who set the Chinese regime on 
a warpath during Tiananmen to root 
out any kind of dissent. Google's exit 
from China as a "harbinger of things to 
come" is significant, but nothing like the 
estimated 60,000 peasant and worker 
disturbances a year acknowledged 
by the Chinese government itself. It 
seems reasonable to expect that China's 
economy will eventually follow the 
direction of the U.S.'s to a longterm 
decline. It is likely that the two economic/ 
military giants will head toward conflict, 
and there will be growing labor strife in 
both countries. 

China watcher 
California 

The Tea Party activities are very 
troubling. It is clear that U.S. corporations 
provide most of their funding, along 
with many others in the extreme right. 
This is especially worrisome at a time of 
economic crisis and growing discontent 
of those who have lost jobs and those still 
working under especially dehumanized 
conditions. This social ferment is 
potentially explosive, raising the specter 
of widening rebellion. Many are not old 
enough to remember the real threat of 
fascism that loomed in 1939. The steel 
corporations financed full-page ads in 


virtually every daily newspaper in the 
U.S., warning against the communist 
threat that unions represented, and also 
hired scores of armed thugs to attack 
union organizers and sympathizers. The 
union movement was too strong for them, 
but many of the same social forces are 
now emerging. We have to be ready for 
any potential fascist threat today. 

Observer 

Detroit 


ISRAEL AND PALESTINE 

It's hard work transforming 
international public opinion after the 
Israeli bombardment of Gaza one year 
ago. But in Israel, there's no need to 
shift public opinion at all after that very 
popular war. "What blockade?" asked 
my cousins in Jerusalem, who are as 
well informed as most Israelis. If you 
place a million people under siege and 
the local media are not there to cover it, 
does the siege exist? 

Does protest exist, when the police 
crack down on peaceful demonstrators 
exercising their right to disagree with 
state policies? Over 700 protesters were 
arrested during 
the Gaza War for 
making anti-war 
statements. 

It is still 
forbidden for 

Israeli journalists 
to enter Gaza and 
report how families 
are bearing up in 
homes with gaping 
holes in their roofs 
because Israel 

does not allow construction materials 
to be brought in... "What occupation?" 
is now the most common reaction of 
passersby to our Women in Black vigil in 
Jerusalem. For the young it's an honest 
question. For the older, it's a smirk and 
walk on. 

Gila Svirsky 
Jerusalem and Nahariya 



*** 

For a considerable time, there was 
an exchange relation between News & 
Letters and The Other Israel. And we 
were always interested in receiving 
your material. However, we have had 
to stop publishing The Other Israel in 
its printed form, and concentrate on 
various ways of reaching out by internet 
and email. 

If you want to go on hearing what 
we and our friends in Israel say and 
do, you can ask to be added to our 
email list, or look up what we post on 
various websites. Our contact details 
can be found at http://toibillboard.info/ 
Goodbye.htm. 

Adam Keller, Beate Zilversmidt 
Holon, Israel 

Editor's note : We will continue 
to exchange our views with The Other 
Israel, and encourage all our readers to 
follow this important source by internet 
or email. 


TRAVELING GLORY ROAD 

Gloria Joseph's book, On Time and 
In Step: Reunion on the Glory Road, 
reviewed in the Jan. -Feb. issue, sounds 
like a good one to recommend for a 
women's studies class or a "book club" of 
feminists. Can you let me know the price 
and where to order copies? 

Feminist 

Pennsylvania 

Editor's note: Copies can be ordered 
for $29.00 by writing to Gloria I. Joseph, 
4002 Judith's Fancy -Christiansted, St. 
Croix VI 00820, accompanied by a money 
order or certified check. Happy reading. 
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ARCHIVES SPEAK TO TODAY 

It's easy to see that rampant 
automation has resulted in ever more 
manufacturing job losses and de- 
skilling of many kinds of jobs. It's 
almost as easy to see that it is a factor 
in economic crises. Hardly anyone sees 
how the workers' struggles against 
automation have pointed the way out. 
Andy Phillips' essay on "Automation 
and Marxist-Humanism's Birth" (Jan.- 
Feb. 2010 N&L, p. 5) demonstrates 
how all these elements were present 
when automation was introduced, and 
the philosophy of Marxist-Humanism 
captured their meaning. Transforming 
the conditions of production and uniting 
mental and manual labor were at the 
core of the miners' actions and thoughts, 
and of the new stage of cognition being 
born. That essay speaks eloquently to 
Dunayevskaya's "Black-Red Conference" 
talk printed on the opposite page, to 
show that nothing is more urgent than 
practicing the dialectics talked about 
there, how the objective and subjective 
movements for freedom function 
together, and how theory and practice 
need a new relationship. 

Franklin Dmitryev 
Chicago 

Andy Phillips' essay on the 1949-50 
miners' strike has a sense of immediacy, 
a direct sense of history. Dunayevskaya's 
Black-Red Conference talk is delightful. 
It was written at a time when the mass 
movement was still present. It comes 
alive in quotes like, "It's not the moon 
that came to look at us, it's we who went 
to look at the moon." 

D. Cheneville 
Bay Area, Cal. 

*** 

In the Jan. -Feb. "From the Writings 
of Raya Dunayevskaya" column, Raya 
talked about the necessity of the unity 
of mental and manual labor, the unity 
of thought and action, the principle for 
science and life being the same. She 


related them all to humans being free so 
that we may evolve — she said develop. 
It made me see again why Marxist- 
Humanism is such a vital force in helping 
humanity — in all of our varieties of race, 
culture, gender, sexual orientation, 
ability — realize true liberation. 

Elise 

Chicago 


WHO WILL EDUCATE THE EDUCATORS? 

There is a lot of anger about the 
education system today. There is a 
Facebook group for this movement and 
the list of those 
who are part of 
it are not just 
from colleges, 
but includes 
a great many 
high-schoolers. 
You know a 
movement is real when it reaches down 
to high school. 

There is a lot of organizing around 
the issue in Chicago. Public Workers 
Unite! is involved and is fighting not 
only against CTA cuts but against cuts 
to hospitals and education as well. 

At one meeting where poverty was 
discussed, a Black woman said bluntly 
that it was capitalism. Mine was not the 
only loud applause she received. I added 
that it is not only what is poverty but 
what is wealth and the answer is the 
development of our own humanity, which 
is what education should be about. 

Unemployed worker 
Chicago 

Haiti teaches us something about 
education. While Creole is the language 
spoken by the masses there, most of 
the information is written in French, 
which is spoken by the small upper 
class. When Aristide was president, he 
put everything in Creole too. They said 
he had gone too far when he wanted 
to educate the masses and was also 
opposed to a dollar a day wages. 

George 

Illinois 

*** 

Marx's thesis that "the educators 
must themselves be educated" is not 


always understood. Marx was criticizing 
the Enlightenment materialist doctrine 
that if we want a better society we must 
change circumstances and education 
because that's what shapes people. 
Marx said people must change their 
own circumstances and the educators 
themselves must be educated. It is about 
people taking their own lives in their 
own hands; and as masses in motion 
changing things, revolution. That's 
when we learn the most, combining 
mental and manual activity. 

Activist 

Chicago 


MARCH AGAINST ENDLESS WAR 

Seven years ago, the U.S. invaded 
Iraq — a war that continues with 
no end in sight. Now, the Obama 
administration has introduced a budget 
that includes the largest amount for 
"defense" spending ever — while freezing 
spending for human needs. There is no 
healthcare bill, no action on climate 
change. All Washington can agree on is 
to feed our tax money to big banks and 
endless wars. 

Join us in Chicago — and thousands 
throughout this nation — to mark the 
grim anniversary of seven years in 
Iraq. March 18: 5:30 PM, short rally at 
Federal Plaza, followed by permitted 
march on Michigan Avenue. And join 
us in mobilizing for a united march on 
Washington, D.C., on Saturday, March 
20. Buses from Chicago are available. 

For more information: CCAWR@aol. 
com / www.ChicagoMassAction.org 

Chicago Coalition Against War and 
Racism 


TWO IRANIAN PROTESTS 

The gap between two groups of 
Iranian protesters on each side of 
Westwood Blvd. in West Los Angeles 
showed the gap in thought between 
the anti-government but pro-Shah 
group and the Green party/nationalist 
group. It was "amusing" that it was 
the pro-Shah group that made the 
announcement, "We have to coalesce 
the poor, the unemployed, the workers, 



the teachers, the nurses, the fathers 
and mothers, the taxi drivers, and the 
bus drivers to get rid of the Iranian 
regime" — "amusing" since for years the 
poor, the unemployed, the workers, the 
teachers, the nurses, the fathers and 
mothers, the taxi drivers, and the bus 
drivers were imprisoned, tortured, and 
killed in the Shah's horrific jails. 

This group of about 400 people were 
representing the business class who 
have lost their elitist position in Iran. 
Do they want to send the common people 
to the slaughterhouses of the present 
government to save their own necks? 

On the other side of the street, a 
smaller group of young, more vocal 
progressive people chanted, "We do 
not want a killer leader," referring 
to Khamenei and his followers who 
influenced the election of Ahmadinedjad. 
The majority of this group had their 
faces covered and were chanting Iranian 
nationalist songs. The Green party 
platform is to gain freedom of expression 
for the people of Iran. For that we need the 
establishment of a whole new society and 
the creation of new human relationships. 

Iranian revolutionary 
Los Angeles 


VOICES FROM 
WITHIN 

It was Charles 
Darwin who dis- 
covered the funda- 
mental law of bio- 
logical evolution. 
It was Karl Marx who discovered the 
primary motivating force in the evolu- 
tion of society in the economic/material- 
ist interpretation of history. And it was 
Raya Dunayevskaya who exposed the 
sham-fraud of state capitalism for what 
it is. Succinctly, state ownership is not 
socialism. She grasped that to exchange 
one master for another was just another 
three shells and a pea sleight of hand 
game. She understood that reforms are, 
at best, delusions. As President Roos- 
evelt put it, "Reform if you would pre- 
serve." Prisoner 

Tennessee Colony, Texas 
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Afro-Co/ombian seeks solidarity in U.S. 


Francia Elena Marquez Mina is a founder of the 
Association of Afro-Colomhian Women of Yolomhe vil- 
lage, representative before the Inter-Ethnic Commission, 
and member of the Black Communities' Process. 

Chicago — Afro-Colombians need solidarity with 
grassroots organizations in the U.S. because the war in 
Colombia is being financed by the U.S. 

We were brought from Africa as slaves to do the min- 
ing. When we became free, we stayed. We used to produce 
what we needed. Our ancestors bought this land with 
money earned with their blood. History has a debt to 
Afro-Colombians, whose organizations have denounced 
human rights violations throughout the country. 

Eighty percent of the people in my community are 
African descended. In Colombia there are ten million of 
us. Since the 1970s "development projects" have been 
against our interests and our culture. In the 1980s a 
huge dam project was supposed to aid our community 
but only displaced many people. 

River valley lands, our best lands, were taken away 
from us and flooded or given to sugar factories. The 
dam was to produce energy for us, but most of our com- 
munities still don't have electricity. Some of us don't 
even have water. The environmental impact was very 
bad. Some fish species disappeared. Humidity levels 
are higher and this has affected agriculture. 

They have done this in other areas as well. Aguablan- 
ca in Cali is a large community of displaced Afro-Colom- 
bians. The monocrop oil palm, used to produce so-called 
bio-fuels, has also caused displacement. The idea that 
"ethanol" is good for the environment is false. 

The community is organizing to protect the Rio 
Oreja from another such project. People from all over 
Colombia have come to our area with a lot of money, 
drugs, and illicit crops causing a growth of prostitution 
and other social problems. No land was paid for. 

A lot of women and children are dying from 
this situation. The military abused many women. 
Paramilitary groups follow industries. Companies buy 
off mayors. The government knows this. A government 


checkpoint might be only 200 yards from a paramilitary 
checkpoint where people are being assassinated. 

Recently there was a court ruling saying that the 
Afro-Colombian people and indigenous people need to 
be protected from displacement by industry, paramili- 
taries and narco-traffickers. 

"Ley 70" (law 70) requires consultation with our 
Community Councils before any new development 
projects. These Councils are a mass movement. These 
rights are under attack by the government. 

They claim rights only apply to communities with 
formal titles to the land. They have been granting titles 
to people who will sell them to corporations. We have 
7,000 hectares. They want to take 6,500. Our ancestors 
are buried on that land. 

They claim demonstrations are organized 
by terrorists. We are threatened by paramilitary 
groups. Some of us left. I decided to stay, but I 
have to sleep in a different place every night. 

Our Congress is corrupt; three-fourths of them 
have the support of paramilitaries. They have tried to 
mold Colombia in the interests of multinational corpo- 
rations — reforming the mining code, forest law, rural 
development law. The implementation of U.S. military 
bases is part of this too. 

U.S. Congresspeople have to be informed about 
what is happening. This is up to you to demand. The 
Free Trade Agreement is about selling off our resourc- 
es and destroying our communities. 

We are trying to create a school for the political de- 
velopment of our youth. We come together to exchange 
ideas about our struggle for a new Colombia. We have 
no government support. 

When we speak of our struggle as Afro-Colombi- 
ans, we always refer to the Black struggle here in the 
U.S. We see from Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm 
X, as well as Nelson Mandela, the need to stand tall, to 
fight for our civil and human rights. I also come here to 
learn from you. We will continue to resist. 

— Francia Elena Marquez Mina 


Prisoner's view of Martin Luther King Jr. 


Forty-two years ago in April, Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was assassinated. A year earlier, in 1967, he 
mentioned that unemployment was 4% for Euro-Amer- 
icans, but among New Afrikans it was 8.4%. Then, 
as now, unemployment for New 
Afrikans is double that for Euro- 
Americans, if not more. Today the 
ranks of the unemployed are made 
up of diverse ethnicities. More 
Euro-Americans are unemployed 
than in recent memory, along with 
vast numbers of minorities, immi- 
grants and youth of all nationali- 
ties. These diverse forces create a 
frightening specter for the capital- 
ists who recognize that labor must 
be put to work before it gains con- 
sciousness of its own power and 
becomes a threat to capital's sur- 
vival. 

In April of 1967, ten days after 
Dr. King gave his historic speech 
at the Riverside Church in New 
York City when he came out pub- 
licly and denounced the Vietnam 
War, he delivered another speech 
at Stanford University in Califor- 
nia entitled "The Other America." 

It can be argued that this 
other America was hidden, had 
been pushed to the very periph- 
ery of U.S. society and set adrift 
in poverty. The Civil Rights Bill in 1964 and the Voting 
Rights Bill in 1965 could not change the facts on the 
ground. There was de facto racial discrimination in the 
North and other remnants of segregationist policies in 
the South. Dr. King's speech shines a light on the social 
contradiction of the two Americas. 

Dr. King described these two Americas: one a bas- 
tion of privilege where access to wealth fosters human- 
kind's inalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness, the other, inhabited by those who by their 
skin color are denied access to the very subsistence of 
life, the necessities for full development of human be- 
ings. Dr. King could give this same speech today. 

The mission of the Civil Rights Movement, which 
Dr. King led, was to make America whole, no longer 
a divided nation where wealth and class distinguished 
one segment of society from the other of want and pov- 
erty. Dr. King called for the spirit of Brotherhood, mor- 
ally guided by the philosophical belief of humans need- 
ing each other to be human. But Dr. King could not find 
a tactic to overcome the capitalist mentality of security 
through owning property. 

Today we still confront the humongous challenge 
that Dr. King was committed to overcoming: the set of 
existing social conditions that defined the two Ameri- 
cas, which he so vividly described in 1967. 


The actions of the financial sector, the cause of the 
current recession, have become objectionable to the 
working class and other disadvantaged folks who are 
bearing the brunt of economic dissolution and now find 
themselves adrift in total economic 
insecurity, having lost their jobs, 
homes, retirement funds, etc. It 
adds insult to injury to watch their 
hard-earned tax dollars go to those 
responsible for their hardships. 

It is this mass of unemployed 
workers and others in the country 
who are dissatisfied with the inept- 
ness of the status quo to provide an 
economic environment where peo- 
ple's needs can be met. They decid- 
ed to cast a vote for Obama because 
he represented change. Unfortu- 
nately, Obama has not been able to 
deliver, due to the need to submit to 
the logic of capital. 

We hear from some of the old 
leaders of the Civil Rights Move- 
ment that Obama's presidency is 
the fulfillment of Dr. King's dream. 
One can relate to that sentiment 
and perhaps Dr. King would have 
been delighted to witness Amer- 
ica overcoming some of its racial 
prejudices enough to elect a New 
Afrikan to the highest office in 
the land. But it is hard to think 
Dr. King's personal satisfaction with Obama's victory 
would have blinded him to the still unfinished work 
ahead. Dr. King's dream was, at its core, an appeal to 
the whole of humankind throughout this world. He saw 
the multitude of humanity inextricably linked. Human 
beings, regardless of race or ethnicity, need to learn 
what it means to be human toward each other. Other- 
wise social integration is meaningless. Just having a 
New Afrikan in the White House does not complete Dr. 
King's dream. 

— Faruq 

American Civilization on 
Trial: Black Masses as 
Vanguard 

by Raya Dunayevskaya 

Fifth edition published on the 
40th Anniversary of the 1963 
March on Washington 

To order see p. 7 
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mercantile to its protoindustrial form" (p. 821). 

"The Haitian Revolution," she shows, "was the 
crucible, the trial by fire for the ideals of the French 
Enlightenment. And every European who was part of 
the bourgeois reading public knew it" (p. 837). Yet the 
prevailing intellectual histories silence that reality. In 
the early 19th century the German journal Minerva , 
edited by Johann Wilhelm von Archenholz, reported ex- 
tensively on events in Haiti in the context of the unfold- 
ing of the ideals of the French Revolution. Minerva was 
very influential among German intellectuals, including 
Hegel, who referred to reading Minerva in his letters. 

Buck-Morss points to the way Hegel changed 
his theory of mutual recognition, in the period 
before the Phenomenology (1806) took form, from 
one founded on customs and ethical life in the 
community to one based on a struggle to the 
death, culminating in a fight for full social self- 
hood and freedom in the master/slave dialectic. 
Buck-Morss takes to task the whole world of 
Hegel scholars who are at a loss to adequately ac- 
count for this dramatic development. 

Some, like Otto Poggeler, say it emerged in Hegel 
as a "totally 'abstract' example" (p. 843). This in spite of 
the fact that Hegel was an avid, indeed "religious," im- 
biber of current events. As Hegel wrote in this period, 
"Reading the newspaper in early morning is a kind of 
realistic morning prayer." 

Why can't intellectuals fathom the impact on Hegel 
of the Haitian Revolution — a then unprecedented ex- 
tension of the idea of freedom to an historical struggle 
of actual slaves? Buck-Morss' answer is that "the intel- 
lectual historians of German philosophy know only one 
place to look for the answer: the writings of other intel- 
lectuals" (p. 843). 

MARX ON SLAVERY 

Unfortunately, Buck-Morss lumps Marx together 
with "(white) Marxists" who helped to bury the concrete- 
ness of the master/slave narrative because they focused 
on class struggle. She writes, "Since the 1840s, with the 
early writings of Karl Marx, the struggle between the 
master and slave has been abstracted from literal ref- 
erence and read once again as a metaphor — this time 
for the class struggle" (p. 850). She fails to see that for 
Marx, not only was literal slavery integral to capital- 
ism's globalization and explosion of wealth, but the 
struggle against slavery became the pivot around which 
modern freedom could unfold. As I put it in my talk: 

"We talk a lot about the need to oppose the global- 
ization of capitalism today, but it was Marx who made 
clear that capitalism's first moment of globalization 
was built on slavery. He saw as well the centrality of 
the slave revolts and Black regiments in the American 
Civil War to get to a new freedom. On Dec. 26, 1846, 
Marx wrote to Pavel Annenkov that 'Direct slavery is 
the pivot of our industrialism today as much as ma- 
chinery, credit, etc. Without slavery, you have no cotton, 
without cotton you have no modern industry. It is slav- 
ery that has given value to the colonies; it was the colo- 
nies that created world trade; it is world trade that is 
the necessary condition for large-scale machine indus- 
try. Also, before the slave trade in Negroes, the colonies 
supplied the Old World with but very few products and 
did not visibly change the face of the earth. Slavery is 
thus an economic category of the highest importance.'" 

It was Raya Dunayevskaya who saw, in the actual 
opposition to slavery, the indigenous roots of Marxism 
in America (see Marxism and Freedom). Her American 
Civilization on Trial (1963) traces the self-development 
of the idea of freedom in U.S. history in which the Black 
masses have been vanguard. Black masses have con- 
tinuously exposed the hollowness of the pomp- 
ous, abstract proclamations of democratic ideals 
as they fought for genuine democracy and free- 
dom in the face of actual oppression in the form 
of slavery and racism. 

Buck-Morss rightly takes to task the academic 
world's lack of a genuine objective scholarship which 
appreciates the objectivity of "subjective" mass strug- 
gles, that is, that the "spirit of liberty... could be catch- 
ing, crossing the line not only between races but be- 
tween slaves and freemen" (p. 845). For her, grasping 
this has "potential for rescuing the idea of universal 
human history from the uses to which white domina- 
tion has put it... the project of universal freedom does 
not need to be discarded but rather, redeemed and re- 
constituted on a different basis" (p. 863). 

Hegel intended that his articulation of the "catchi- 
ness" of the idea of freedom, which he called the self- 
determination of the Idea, would aid in the realization 
of "universal freedom." Today's liberation theorists 
and activists would do well to take another look at Du- 
nayevskaya' s body of work, built on the development of 
the idea of freedom in masses in motion. For Dunayevs- 
kaya this was a way to "unchain" Hegel's dialectic of the 
Idea of "universal freedom," which could itself become 
a force for coalescence and the realization of new forms 
of social solidarity among different subjects struggling 
for freedom and a new society. 







MARCH-APRIL 2010 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


Page 9 


Brazil's urban poor for real democracy 


Movimento dos Trabalhadores Sem Teto, the Social 
Movement of Brazil (MTST) is the homeless workers' 


reaucracy, which runs the political state, are excluded 
from their theories. 


movement in Brazil. Their counterpart, the Landless 
Workers Movement of Brazil, Movimento dos Trabalha- 
dores Rurais Sem Terra (MST), is much better known. 
The urban poor movement started in the early 1990s. It 
was not at all known in Europe before we went to Sao 
Paolo, made the movie City of Favelas and translated 
the words of the poor into German and English. 

Sao Paolo is a huge urban landscape. There are 
hundreds of unoccupied skyscrapers, while lots of peo- 
ple are homeless. Squatters started the movement in 
unoccupied apartments. There are communal spaces 
in the buildings, too: shared kitchen, space for cultur- 
al performances once or twice a week, political educa- 
tion, teaching, organizing and so forth. 

MTST is probably the largest urban poor 
people’s movement in the world. At least 60,000 
people are in organizations related to this ex- 
panding movement. It engages in direct action: 
large scale squatting — 20,000 people took over a 
whole suburb once, running it democratically 
by the people and for the people. Neoliberals could 
point to it and say there is no need to help the poor 
with funds or infrastructure. So the movement also 
pressures local and national governments to provide 
facilities for kindergartens and schools, as well as wa- 
ter, electricity, etc. 

MTST also addresses the marginalization of poor 
people. A campaign in 2003 took on the VW factory 
in Sao Paolo. Big companies buy the cheapest land — 
right next to favelas (slums) — to set up production. 
But they don't hire people who live there; they hire 
workers from 20 kilometers away. MTST took over the 
VW factory with 4,000 people, pointing to this prac- 
tice. MTST also disrupted "just-in-time production" by 
blocking all highways in Sao Paolo, causing hundreds 
of millions of dollars in lost deliveries. 

Because of the geographical separation between 
the rich and poor, the rich don't need to acknowledge 
the plight of the poor who might be dying just a few 
kilometers away. MTST organized a march of 20,000 
on Brasilia, the capital, protesting in front of city hall, 
creating homeless encampments in front of churches, 
etc. They squatted houses in the center of Rio de Ja- 
neiro to make the urban marginality more visible. 
Poverty, when portrayed in mainstream media, tends 
to focus on a particular exceptional child, portraying 
most others as criminals. But social exclusion is real. 
In a neoliberal system those not needed disappear. 

How can homeless people organize? The 
MTST opens centers in favelas , where people 
can get together, talk, exchange views, hold po- 
litical meetings. They learn deliberative forms 
of democracy. Deliberative democracy is a radi- 
cal democracy, an active process. Jurgen Haber- 
mas' ideas of communicative democracy and collective 
decision making, as well as Joshua Cohen's, stay with- 
in liberal democracy. Their communicative democracy 
seeks to determine our "life roles" but not in the work- 
place or in relation to the state. The markets, which 
run the economy and our working lives, and the bu- 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

Gay Iranian Asghar Hedayati has been denied asy- 
lum in Norway and is in danger of being deported back 
to Iran where he could be executed for being Gay. Nor- 
way is saying that nothing will happen to him in Iran if 
he stays in the closet. To help Mr. Hedayati, go to www. 
irqr.net/English/231.htm. 

* * * 

At this year's national prayer breakfast, President 
Obama spoke strongly against Uganda's proposed anti- 
gay bill (see "Uganda's anti-Gay law," January-Febru- 
ary N&L), saying, "it is unconscionable to target gays 
and lesbians for who they are — whether it's here in the 
United States or, as Hillary mentioned, more extremely 
in odious laws that are being proposed most recently in 
Uganda." The annual prayer breakfast is hosted by The 
Family, an extremist Christian group directly linked to 

the Ugandan anti-gay bill. — Truth Wins Out 

* * ❖ 

Beginning Feb. 19, Queer Youth Network and Stop 
Conversion Therapy Taskforce protested outside Bally- 
nahinch Baptist Church against Core Issues interna- 
tional gay-cure conference in Belfast, Ireland. Stop Con- 
version Therapy's organizer Patrick Strudwick went 

through gay-cure therapy, evidently "unsuccessfully." 

* * * 

The University of Richmond may become the first 
university in Virginia to include gender identity and 
expression in their nondiscrimination policy. The Stu- 
dent Alliance for Sexual Diversity collected the neces- 
sary 1,000 signatures for its petition for the inclusion. 
It's the first step, one demonstrating that a third — 
therefore a substantial number — of the entire student 
body considers it an area of concern. 


We don't accept that. We should take democratic 
control of companies and of the state. Favela people 
and their supporters from the outside learn how to 
make all decisions which affect their lives democrati- 
cally. Even though literacy levels are pretty low among 
the socially excluded, they learn to participate in the 
democratic process. They discuss their problems, their 
priorities and how to confront the state and the rest of 
society for what they need. 

— Adrian 


Holy Name, holy shame 



Chicago — On a blustery Valentine's Day about 100 
GLBTQ activists and supporters let our angry voices be 
heard in front of downtown's Holy Name Cathedral. We 
passed out leaflets asking churchgoers to stop paying 
their tithe until the position of the Church on marriage 
and other issues important to GLBTQ folks changes. 

A popular chant was "Holy Name, holy shame!" 
and signs read: "Catholics beware, your leaders are 
evil," "Anti-gay bigotry is anti-Christ," "BORN GAY, 
I'm supposed to be this way," "The Pope is anti- woman 
and anti-gay," and "My son is not 'intrinsically disor- 
dered,"' in response to the Pope's labeling of lesbians 
and gays as "intrinsically disordered." 

Holy Name was chosen because Cardinal Francis 
George is quite adept at spewing hatred against GLBTQ 
people. He has gone out of his way to attack gay-friendly 
churches, worked to block both same-sex marriage and 
civil unions in Illinois, and opposes ending discrimina- 
tion in jobs, housing and public accommodations for 
GLBTQ people. One demonstrator spoke for many when 
he said he wanted the protest to be broad: "It's not just 
the church hierarchy. The blame falls squarely on the 
parishioners too. There is blood on the Church's hands. 
Their doctrine of hatred translates into violence. There 
is a high suicide rate among Gay youth. The parishio- 
ners support the hierarchy's actions." 

The demonstration included some discussion with 
those going into the church for services. Not surprising- 
ly, that was not very productive, but it was important to 
have our voices heard and to show that Valentine's Day 
is not just a day to spend money on chocolate and cards, 
but a day to fight for the freedom to openly and proudly 
love whom you choose. — Protester 

Mumia Abu-Jamal 

In January, the U.S. Supreme Court put aside Fed- 
eral Judge William Yohn's 2001 ruling lifting Mumia 
Abu-Jamal' s death sentence and reversed Yohn's order 
for a new sentencing hearing. The Supreme Court de- 
manded the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Phila- 
delphia reconsider its 2008 ruling upholding Yohn's. The 
Circuit Court wrote, "The verdict form together with the 
jury instructions were misleading as to whether una- 
nimity was required in consideration of mitigating cir- 
cumstances" ( Huffington Post , Jan. 19, 2010). Mumia 
allegedly killed police officer Daniel Faulkner in 1981. 

Judge Yohn could reconsider three other lines of ap- 
peal, all mooted and unresolved by him when he threw 
out Mumia' s death sentence: 1) that Mumia had incom- 
petent legal representation by his lawyer at his original 
trial; 2) that Mumia's First, Fourth, Fifth and Four- 
teenth Amendment rights were violated when the pros- 
ecution tried to vilify him by bringing up Mumia's teen- 
age membership in the Black Panthers and taking out of 
context Mumia's statement about misuse of police power 
during that period, to make him seem like a cop-hater; 3) 
that prosecutor Joseph McGill's closing arguments im- 
properly attempted to lessen jurors' sense of responsibil- 
ity in deciding whether Mumia should be put to death. 

To support Mumia, see International Concerned 
Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal: www.free- 
mumia.com. Sign a petition to Pres. Obama to outlaw 
the death penalty for Mumia and internationally at 
www. petitiononline . com/Mumialaw/petition- sign . html . 

— E. Barclay 


Justice for Oscar Grant 

Los Angeles — On Feb. 19 over 100 people demon- 
strated outside the Criminal Courts Building to seek 
justice for Oscar Grant and to support his family. He 
is the Black unarmed youth was lying face down when 
killed in Oakland by a Bay Area Rapid Transit cop. 

Blacks, Browns, Asians and 
whites demonstrated against police 
brutality. They included the Stolen 
Lives Project, the October 22 Co- 
alition, Coalition for Community 
Control Over the Police, the Black 
Liberation Riders Party and indi- 
vidual activists. Their signs — "No 
More Stolen Lives," "Stop Police 
Terrorism" and "We Are All Oscar 
Grant" — were saying any one of us 
can also be killed by the police. 

The trial was moved to Los Angeles to es- 
cape the outrage of Oakland’s population. In the 
day’s court proceedings, pro-police Judge Perry 
denied the defense’s motion to have a Los Ange- 
les County prosecutor. 

Oscar Grant's family and their attorney joined the 
demonstrators and held a press conference. Friends 
and relatives of other unarmed victims of police kill- 
ings also told their stories. A Latino man told of how 
his nephew was shot in the back, another how 
the LAPD killed his 25-year-old brother five years 
ago. A young Korean woman said the La Habra 
police shot 11 bullets into her young Korean 
friend. These are just a few of the many stolen lives. 
Not one of the police officers in these incidents has been 
tried. 

— Basho 

Obama goes nuclear 

continued from p. 1 

resources away from the most viable technical solu- 
tions: energy conservation, efficiency and renewable 
energy. They would provide more jobs faster, and would 
do more to limit global warming without producing 
mountains of radioactive waste and risking catastroph- 
ic accidents and proliferation of nuclear weapons. 

What neither the entrenched industries, nor 
Obama, nor much of the anti-nuclear movement 
acknowledge is that humanity cannot be saved 
through technical solutions alone. But tying us 
down to continually expanding energy produc- 
tion, especially through use of fossil fuels and 
nuclear power, only increases the obstacles to 
social transformation that would anchor produc- 
tion and consumption in real human needs, not 
capital’s endless drive to accumulate. 

There is vocal opposition in the majority-Black 
area near the plant, as was heard at a hearing held in 
February by the anti-nuclear Georgia Women's Action 
for New Directions. Claude Howard, an African Ameri- 
can from Shell Bluff, said, "My brother died with cancer 
about a year ago. We have all been healthy in this area 
until recently when the plant came down there, and I 
know the rise of cancer has been more prevalent." 

In nearby 59% Black Fairfield County, S.C., the 
state of South Carolina recently approved the expan- 
sion of the Summer nuclear power station. Activists 
have long fought the environmental racism of the nu- 
clear chain, which extends from its cradle — very high 
rates of cancer among uranium miners, many of them 
Native American, and on the Navajo reservation as a 
whole — to its grave, nuclear waste sites. The country's 
primary radioactive waste dump is in Barnwell, S.C., a 
poor, rural 48% African-American community. 

The battle is on. It is by no means certain that 
the administration will break the 30-year blockage of 
nuclear plant construction. If it did, what would be the 
human cost? — Franklin Dmitryev 
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Haiti earthquake reveals capitalism's fault lines 


continued from p. 1 

Aristide and the Lavalas (flood) movement he spoke 
for with a mandate for revolutionary changes in social 
relations — the dechoukaj (uprooting) of Duvalierist op- 
pression. This grew out of a movement that had seen an 
unprecedented involvement of workers, peasants and 
students who had been organizing in clandestine study 
circles without centralized hierarchical structures. 

THE U.S.'s SAVAGE HISTORY IN HAITI 

The U.S. responded by supporting a military coup 
in 1991 that overthrew Aristide's government. Then 
the CIA helped form the terrorist FRAPH paramilitary 
which assassinated, raped and tortured thousands of 
Haitian revolutionaries and Lavalas supporters. This 
created difficulties for the U.S., however, including a 


flood of Haitian refugees. Thousands of them were held 
illegally at Guantanamo. When President Clinton was 
elected, he broke his campaign promise to cease repa- 
triating Haitian refugees, then finally, under pressure, 
used military force to reinstate Aristide. 

But the U.S., France, the World Bank and the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund placed severe restrictions 
on what Aristide could do once in office. Clinton's in- 
tervention was simply a way to enforce a racist refugee 
and immigration policy by other means. As a group of 
Aristide supporters wrote at the time: "Don't be fooled. 
This intervention will be made against the Haitian peo- 
ple, because it follows from the same logic as the coup 
d'etat, simply put, to legitimize its principal gain under 
an international cover: the total erasure of the Haitian 


Iranian workers enter fray, raise questions 


Continued from p. 1 

extrapolated from this that the movement is "middle 
class" and counterpose "social justice" to "social free- 
dom," are helping that monstrosity, Ahmadinejad, sus- 
tain his praetorian state-capitalism. In the absence of 
powerful labor organizations under a repressive state, 
labor could not openly march under its own banner. Yet, 
in the 1979 Revolution labor was also "invisible" un- 
til they suddenly emerged, as if out of "nowhere," and 
formed a sustained mass political general strike that 
became the determinant in overthrowing the Shah. 
WORKERS GROW MORE MILITANT 

However in the past two years, and especially in the 
last few weeks, Iran has been the scene of widespread 
labor actions. Workers have formed many underground 
unions, the very latest is the Provisional Council of Is- 
fahan Steel Factory that employs 20,000 workers. In 
a recent interview Kaveh, one of their leaders, said, 
"given the high level of activism among other social 
classes at present, social ground was ripe for us to take 
action... Independent working-class organizations are 
one of the bedrocks of any democra- 
cy, since it is only the workers who, 
through their power to strike and 
paralyze the country's economy, are 
a bulwark of opposition against the 
state's assaults on civil liberties... 

Without organizing the workers, we 
can't hope to achieve a full-blown 
democracy. " (http://www.radiofar- 

da.com/articleprintview/1950388. 
html) 

Lately, workers' demands have 
taken a decidedly political tone and 
a more militant form. Four independent workers' or- 
ganizations issued a communique on the 31st anniver- 
sary of the 1979 revolution where they put forth their 
10-point 'minimum demands.' (See page 3.) It states 
that: "31 years have passed since those glorious days 
full of enchantment and rebirth... the Iranian people 
still have a burning desire for change. They have not 
lost their hope for life, their yearning for happiness, 
freedom, dignity... We have at our back the histori- 
cal experience of the united and grand strike of the oil 
workers during the February revolution. Relying on 
this experience and the power of our millions we inspire 
the best and most humanistic aspirations of the 1979 
revolution." 

As a response to the crushing economic crisis, 
growing pauperism, runaway inflation, and high unem- 
ployment, as well as workers' participation in the ongo- 
ing mass protests, the conditions are ripe for the labor 
movement to assert itself. In the last few months there 
have been numerous sit-in strikes and road blockages 
over unpaid wages and factory closings. 

Reports from southern Iran point to heavy security 
presence in the oil fields to crush any work stoppage by 
the oil workers. According to a union activist from the 
Network of Iranian Labor Unions, "the nucleus of the 
movement is in place and once the situation allows for 
it, there will be a huge mushrooming of independent 
labor unions... we are focusing on organizing labor to 
bring the country to a halt if need be... We think labor 
is poised to play a strategic role." 

What needs to be singled out is that Mousavi may 
have concluded that without labor, street protests alone 



are insufficient. Right before Feb. 11 he said: "We should 
all have in mind the support of the working class. This 
is not for the purpose of using them as instruments, but 
with the idea that the destiny of the movement will be 
tied to the destiny of the whole nation and specifically 
with the two classes that are productive in economy 
and science: the workers, the teachers and the aca- 
demics. It's regrettable that severe political problems 
have resulted in decreased attention to the rights of the 
working-class." (http://khordaad88.com/?p=1097) 

Whether or not Mousavi is moving to the left un- 
der the impact of the movement, during presidential 
debates he hardly said a word about labor. Even as 
"economics" dominated the headlines, it was mostly 
centered on how to privatize parts of the state-run en- 
terprises. While this tilt towards labor is welcome, do 
his five-point minimum demands (http://khordaad88. 
com/?p=925) even come close to the richness of the con- 
crete 10-point demands of the workers? The gap cannot 
be bridged by mere inclusion of labor as a force. 

The same is true of other forces, especially the 
women's liberation movement. Surprisingly, Zahra 
Rahnavard's latest interview, while 
insisting on women's rights, states 
that just as in 1979, women need to 
subsume their demands under the 
general needs of the movement. Have 
we not learned from 1979 that the 
"general" cannot float in air outside 
the "particulars," that the whole can- 
not be without the parts lest it be 
an abstract whole? Will the Iranian 
women who have fought valiantly 
for so long once again have their de- 
mands postponed until after "victory" is achieved? 

Unfortunately this attitude has made inroads into 
the labor movement. When asked about the Green 
movement, Homayoun Pourzad, a labor activist, states, 
"The movement supporting Mousavi is a broad nation- 
al-democratic front: we are all working with a sort of 
minimum program... We do not have any illusions that 
anyone in the leadership of the Green Movement is 
100% on board with workers' rights, but this is not the 
time to discuss that." Why not? 

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER REVOLUTION? 

Didn't we witness the 1979 revolution get aborted 
when all the concrete demands for a new way of life got 
completely submerged under anti-imperialism without 
a thought to what happens the day after? We certainly 
cannot afford to seize an overriding general plan to box 
in the present moment. What is needed, instead, is to 
fill that abstract generality with human content and a 
fuller response that does not depart from the concrete. 

So far as labor is concerned, the challenge now is 
working out a new unity of force and reason. So that 
"the day after," a Khomeini cannot dare tell the work- 
ers that while strikes were good under the Shah, they 
are now against the revolution! Workers don't need a 
vanguard party to tell them about their conditions of 
life and labor. Yet some claim that what the movement 
needs most is not a new perspective on "what is revolu- 
tion?" but the formation, by Mousavi, of a unified politi- 
cal party. This is reminiscent of the same calls 30 years 
ago when Khomeini removed Bani Sadr as president. 

At the time, Raya Dunayevskaya wrote a compre- 
hensive analysis, "What Has Happened to the Iranian 
Revolution?" After capturing and articulating the voic- 
es of all the diverse forces of revolution, from workers to 
the Kurds and from women to the youth, Dunayevskaya 
asked: Did Bani Sadr listen to any of these voices? Did 
he see them not only as force but also as reason? 

"Therein — and not in what both the bourgeois, 
Communist and Trotskyist press now talk about: fail- 
ure to build 'a party structure' — lies the beginning of 
the end of the petty-bourgeois, revolutionary intellec- 
tual, who does want more democracy, more freedom, 
but who has no total philosophy of liberation. Bani- 
Sadr couldn't have taken organizational responsibil- 
ity for a philosophy of liberation he did not have." (See 
http://newsandletters.org/Issues/2009/Apr-May/fta- 
AprMay_09.asp.) 



people from the political scene of their country." Hai- 
tians made their voices heard through street demonstra- 
tions and attacks on police stations as hated symbols of 
the coup 
leaders. 

One 

of Aris- 
tide's 
most rad- 
ical acts 
was dis- 
banding 
the army. 

But the 
period 
between 
the rein- 
statement of Aristide and the second coup against him 
in 2004 — when he was forcibly removed by the U.S. 
military — was a period of political stalemate. Imperial- 
ism did everything to ensure that revolutionary change 
wasn't on the agenda: starving the Aristide government 
of money; interfering in elections; clandestinely fund- 
ing terrorists. Meanwhile, neoliberal economic policies 
begun under the Duvaliers were devastating Haitian 
life. The flood of cheap U.S. "Miami rice" and other sub- 
sidized products wiped out Haiti's traditional peasant 
agriculture, flooding Port-au-Prince with unemployed, 
cheap laborers. These policies contributed to making 
vast areas of Port-au-Prince the poorly built death 
traps they became for the Haitian workers and poor. 
(See "Haiti's unnatural disaster," Jan. -Feb. 2010 N&L.) 
TOWARD PERMANENT REVOLUTION 

What U.S. imperialism wanted was simple: no 
revolution. As Raya Dunayevskaya wrote in 1986, "The 
hope that [U.S.] sudden, timely support for the removal 
of Marcos and Duvalier...may have staved off full social 
revolution has been made into a political category by 
the Reagan administration. In seeking to control 'what 
happens after' the overthrow of the old, even before 
the overthrow is completed, Reagan's new 'democratic 
revolution' is revealed to be the other side of the coin of 
'contra aid."' This has held true in various ways under 
Republican and Democratic Party administrations. 

To this end the U.S. was willing, along with the 
UN, to become the guarantor of "order" and "stability" 
in Haiti. Haiti, since at least 1994, has really been the 
model for imperialism's "humanitarian intervention." 
It is also the place where the question of revolution is 
most starkly contrasted to that doctrine, because revo- 
lution is the great issue of Haitian history. 

Clearly, nothing imperialism has tried has been 
able to silence the aspirations of the Haitian people. 
Before the earthquake there were many ongoing strug- 
gles: against occupation and against continuing priva- 
tization of government resources; there were student 
protests, women's rights activism, and the struggle of 
factory workers for a $5 minimum wage adjustment. In 
2008 there were massive food protests. Now there are 
again calls for the return of Aristide. 

These mass struggles truly represent what is ra- 
tional and human. The U.S., and the Haitian elite it 
supported, did nothing to prepare for this devastating 
earthquake which was long predicted. The neoliberal 
vision for Haiti has worked to enrich a small, elite sec- 
tor which based its profits on sweatshops and imports of 
rice, beans and corn, rather than domestic production. 
It helped create a huge gap between Haiti's wealthiest 
people and the rest of the population. 

Haiti's future will be either continued imperialist 
interventions to "restore order" or it will be popular 
revolution, the dechoukaj , the lavalas. 

DEEP CHORDS OF FREEDOM 

The response to the earthquake hints at an en- 
tirely different logic of development. The kind of self- 
organization and cooperation happening in Haiti today 
has deep roots in the historic struggles of the people 
for freedom. It is resolutely opposed to the dehuman- 
izing logic of the sweatshop, that iron fist of globalized 
capital. It strikes a deep chord in the world. As one 
member of Rising in Solidarity with Ayiti said recently, 
"We've targeted our fundraising for groups doing local 
organizing, working with women, peasants, to reframe 
discussion that doesn't focus on Haitians only as vic- 
tims, but to give capacity to those at the grassroots who 
were at the cutting edge of the struggle for the last few 
decades." 

It is this deep opposition to what is that helped 
Marxist-Humanism see the need for the entirety of 
Marx's work, including the Ethnological Notebooks of 
his last decade, as opening up a new path to the revolu- 
tions of the 1980s in Haiti and other Third World coun- 
tries. It was a need felt by a new kind of revolutionary 
striving to unite theory and practice, aiming at the to- 
tal uprooting of old structures of oppression and their 
replacement by new types of human relations. 

Much will depend on the ability of revolutionaries 
now to articulate that opposition with the depth and se- 
riousness owed to Haiti's long freedom struggle, which 
has given so very much to the world. 



Haitian women demonstrate for tents particularly for 
women and children 


www. flickr. com/photos/bbcworldservice/ 
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German youth fight neo-fascism 


Africans revolt in Italy 

Seven hundred immigrant workers in Rosarno, Ca- 
labria, Italy, turned over vehicles, set trash cans on fire, 
and attacked parked cars, reacting to "black hunting." 

Immigrant workers from North Africa and 
Maghreb, who come to pick fruit in the region of Sicily 
dominated by the 'Ndrangheta Mafia group, are con- 
tinually attacked by racist local people. They live in si- 
los and abandoned factories in substandard conditions 
without bathrooms or beds. 

These African workers, called temporeros, work as 
day laborers 12 to 14 hours a day for 20 euros (about 
$27) before paying 5 euros commission to recruiters. 
They work as if they were slaves for 'Ndrangheta. 

Recently a local racist group openly attacked, shot 
and wounded African immigrants. Others were beaten. 

When many of the immigrants went to City Hall to 
ask for protection, they encountered a lynch mob, which 
almost hanged some of them. 

Roberto Saviano, who has written extensively on 
the Naples Mafia, argues against treating the immi- 
grant workers as criminals, and adds: "[The riots]... 
were really a revolt against the 'Ndrangheta... Anyone 
who seeks to negate or to minimize this motive is not 
familiar with these places where everything — jobs, 
wages, housing — is controlled by criminal organiza- 
tions.... The only ones who've had the courage to rebel 
against them are the Africans." 

Marx said that labor in the white skin can never be 
free while labor in the Black skin is branded. Those im- 
migrant workers need our support to free us from the 
chain of capital's domination. 

— Manel 

Memphis attacks poor 

Memphis — Roughly a year after passing a law 
against aggressive panhandling, there's another push 
to legislate the homeless population out of the Mem- 
phis downtown tourist district. The Center City Com- 
mission (CCC), a semi-private entity chartered to man- 
age the district, is pushing a law prohibiting the sale of 
single beers and an outright ban on panhandling. 

On Feb. 16, a committee of the Memphis City Coun- 
cil met to discuss the new ordinances before a standing- 
room-only crowd. Spokespeople for the Memphis Police 
Department and CCC cited the danger of aggressive 
panhandling and called for creating a no-pandhandling 
zone where the authorities will "set up specific sites 
where people can legally panhandle." Critics argued 
that the new laws violate the First Amendment and are 
part of a campaign to push the homeless population to 
poorer parts of the city. 

The second ordinance, which has met with near- 
unanimous opposition by convenience store owners, 
would ban the sale of single beers within parts of the 
downtown tourist district "because we've tied the sale 
of single beers with the disorder problems downtown," 
said a CCC spokesman. A local convenience store owner 
told the committee that passing this ordinance would 
cost him 30-40% of his revenues, since people who buy 
single beers also buy cigarettes, candy, or other snacks. 
I pointed out there is already a law against aggressive 
panhandling. 

For the CCC and the Memphis government, hous- 
ing, shelter, addressing poverty and mental illness are 
not on the agenda. The war on poverty is being won by 
the wrong team. 

— Peace and justice activist 

'Blackwater' reviewed 

In Blackwater (Nation Books, 2009), Jeremy Sca- 
hill shows us a powerful force that has been operating 
without oversight. He investigates Blackwater's ex- 
treme right-wing origins — the people, politicians and 
the climate in the U.S. which permitted this anomaly 
to arise. 

Blackwater operates surreptitiously, close to the 
line of illegality, and lacks public acceptance. A pri- 
vate organization coming together on the basis of profit 
through militarized violence, and able to do so by call- 
ing itself, and actually being, an arm of the govern- 
ment/military, is a fearful phenomenon. Such an entity 
is a threat to democracy. Didn't President Eisenhower 
warn us to beware of the power of the military-indus- 
trial complex? 

Blackwater covers territory wherever there is mas- 
sive destruction by nature or conflict by war. Their 
agents were immediately in New Orleans after Hurri- 
cane Katrina, arriving heavily armed in war gear, to- 
tally out of place, without orders of what they were to 
do. Blackwater has been present in Iraq and Afghani- 
stan as "security guards." After their outrageous killing 
of Iraqi civilians, they continue to ply their murderous 
trade under a new name, Xe Services. 

George W. Bush's use of the word "crusade" for his 
wars throughout the Middle East was perfect for Black- 
water and the extreme religious beliefs of its executives. 

Scahill's Blackwater is highly readable and goes 
into greater depth than the usual newspaper items con- 
cerning Blackwater's atrocities. 

— Nobu 


The anti-fascist movement in Germany is a radi- 
cal militant movement also opposing capitalism. It is 
95% young people under 30. Anti-Fascist Action (AFA) 
is a network comprised of youth from Germany, Neth- 
erlands, Denmark, Italy, Sweden, Spain, even South 
America. There are anti-fascist groups in Sao Paolo 
and Rio, for example. 

The goal is to smash fascism in all its forms. It is 
a heterogeneous group of communists and anarchists 
who wish to replace capitalism with a stateless non- 
capitalist society. As with the Black Panthers in the 
U.S., the state is trying to break this movement, infil- 
trate it as well as attack our demonstrations. 

When neo-Nazis try to march, we try to stop 
them. We block roads. If the police set up barri- 
ers, we break through police lines. If the Nazis 
are marching in the street, we attack them on 
the street. Neo-Nazis and fascists kill people in Ger- 
many every week, every year. They have killed hun- 
dreds. We don't believe we should accept them and let 
them present their opinions. We need to prevent them 
by any means possible. Our activities include organiz- 
ing large demonstrations, reading Marx's Capital , etc. 
The idea is to have organizing and education of young 
people mostly by young people. 

Berlin alone has over 30 independent anti-fascist 


No to education cuts! 



Oakland, Cal. — Thousands of students and teachers 
walked out of East Bay classrooms March 4 to con- 
verge on the steps of Oakland City Hall as part of 
a national Day of Action protesting horrendous bud- 
get cuts to public education. Marchers from grade 
school through university carried signs with mes- 
sages such as "Educate the State" and "Instruction 
not Construction." A contingent of Latinos, Asians 
and Blacks representing various community colleges 
blocked the main entrance to City Hall with large 
banners that read "Fight Back" and "What the Hell 
Happened to Affordable Education?" Following the 
rally, 150 demonstrators completely stopped traf- 
fic on a nearby freeway. Many commuters got out of 
their cars to cheer them on. — David M'Oto 


Cali, Colombia — The scene: a rural home, early in 
the morning. All of a sudden, the booming sound of a 
very low-flying helicopter. A little girl asks, "Mommy, 
what's that?" Casually, someone answers, "Those are 
the gringos that are coming to bomb our country." 

The little girl, her doll in tow, ducks under the 
kitchen table looking for a safe place to hide. A house in 
the country isn't any place to hide from a helicopter, be- 
cause it was built to house a family that merely wants 
to live in peace. It is not meant to be a bunker. 

For the children in Colombia and all over the 
world that are affected by it, political violence 
is a cruel reality. They don't see war on TV, but 
live amidst the bombs, many of them victims, so- 
called "collateral damage." 

In Colombia it's become common to see helicopters 
flying to the conflict zones. A Blackhawk helicopter 
costs about $500 an hour to maintain. The national 
budget is eaten up by war. This includes the foreign dol- 
lars that are earmarked to prolong the conflict. 

The arming of Plan Colombia isn't free: the esti- 
mated U.S. support in 2010 is about $456 million. The 
U.S. government donates, but the arms providers don't 
then in turn make the guns free. Money passes from 
the U.S. government to the particular companies that 
deal in arms. This means arms manufacturers aren't 
interested in ending the war, or the drug trade. Whole 
industries and companies thrive on the war on drugs: 
contractors, assessors, fumigation chemical manufac- 
turers. They keep politicians in power, they legislate 
and fund this war supposedly against narco-trafficking. 

The Colombian military budget for 2010 is $11 mil- 
lion. That's good for arms manufacturers, which are 
mainly North American companies. It's hard to see a 
way to peace, or to the end of drug trafficking this way. 
The way to combat drugs is to throw out the representa- 


groups with 10 to 140 members per group. In Ger- 
many there are well over 200 groups. The decentral- 
ized anarchist structure makes it hard to count. But 
it helps in resisting infiltration: there are not many 
police agents under 18. The secret service publishes 
the number of "radicals" every year, people whom 
they consider to be against our Constitution. They say 
there are 35,000. I think that number is low. In the 
two suburbs of Berlin I know, I would estimate 10,000- 
15,000 people in the radical Left who participate in 
marches and anti-fascist actions. 

Neo-Nazis and fascists gathered at Cologne in 
2008, attempting a unified anti-Muslim attack. The 
anti-fascist movement decided to block the entire city. 
The Nazis couldn't enter or exit the airport, couldn't 
exit the train stations and could not enter the city. 
All the streets around their meeting place were full 
of anti-fascist people. Around 15,000 participated in 
this non-violent action. The police were beating the 
demonstrators, in effect supporting the Nazis and the 
fascists. We had to defend ourselves against the police 
with their water cannons, tanks, and cordons of 500 
policemen in riot gear. We blocked the entire conven- 
tion center for the day, starting at 5 AM and keeping it 
up until about 7 PM. The Nazis from Italy and Spain, 
Belgium and Holland had to leave. They could not hold 
their unity meeting. We all wear black, so if there is a 
problem, the police can't pick us out by our clothing. 

The concept of collective militancy was used in 
Cologne, but also to block the G8 summit in 2008. It 
is not "normal" for a student or young teacher 
or young professional to one day be a student 
and the next day dress in black and fight the 
state. There has to be a space in between. That 
is the space for collective militancy. We hold col- 
lective action trainings all over Germany. Once people 
are trained, they are more successful in their mass 
blockades. When we blocked the airport, not the air- 
port buildings, but actual runways, the police were 
shocked, they didn't know what to do. The penalty for 
being out there was at most $50, which is not much 
risk. 

It is important to involve the youth in the anti- 
fascist movement, to get them aware of the political 
theory and political action. It enables people to par- 
ticipate in political processes and actions. The radical 
Left is able to establish a whole subculture in Berlin, 
with parties, concerts, discussions, silk-screening. We 
have about ten events every day, more on weekends. 

How do young people get involved in the anti-fas- 
cist movement? First they come to discussion groups 
where they teach themselves about the issues, learn 
democratic processes and decision-making. They read 
Marx, talk about sexism, capitalism, developing radi- 
cal democracy within the groups. We hold camps to 
talk about border issues, others to talk about climate 
issues. If there are Nazis within our suburb, we "out" 
the Nazis. We make flyers and hand them out to neigh- 
bors alerting them that they are living next to a Nazi. 
We put up posters. The group decides what is an ap- 
propriate action. — German youth activist 


tives of the drug traffickers who hold government posts 
and make policy. In Colombia, 70 members of Congress 
are being investigated for ties with paramilitary bands, 
run and financed by drug mafias. The armed forces play 
their part in the drug trade. The infamous Blue cartel 
was full of military personnel. 

A delegation of British Parliamentarians, senior 
trade union leaders and labor lawyers visited recently 
and met with trade unionists, government officials, 
politicians, political prisoners, peace activists, farmers, 
relatives of FARC hostages and the relatives of the in- 
nocent civilians executed by the army who pretended 
they were guerrilla fighters in order to inflate the num- 
ber of combat deaths. 

Having heard their testimony about the real im- 
pact of Plan Colombia money, they concluded: "We be- 
lieve that: 1) the army is responsible for the majority 
of human rights abuses against the civilian population 
and a lack of government action to address the abuses 
makes them complicit and culpable in the continua- 
tion of such abuses; 2) the abuses are systematic, wide- 
spread and continuing; 3) paramilitary activity contin- 
ues, particularly in rural areas, and there is evidence of 
continuing links with the army." 

The right-wing government in Colombia hasn't 
only tolerated massacres. They've actually provid- 
ed arms — many of which have been purchased 
with money from Plan Colombia — to the crimi- 
nal bands that carry them out. Tax dollars paid by 
U.S. citizens are used to fund atrocities like the mas- 
sacre in the conflict-neutral community of San Jose de 
Apartado (Uraba Antioquia). In an act that will almost 
surely heighten the conflict, the Colombian government 
has recently decided to give 10 military bases to the 
U.S. Army. 

— Leo Alcantuz 

(Translated by Brown Douglas.) 


U.S. finances murderous Plan Colombia 
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Afghans suffer surge 


by Gerry Emmett 

The largest U.S. offensive of the long Afghan war 
was launched in February in Taliban-held Marjah, in 
southern Afghanistan. While fighting there has now 
wound down, most residents 
are unable to return for fear 
of bombs planted by the Tal- 
iban during the battle. This 
indignity follows the brutal 
grinding experienced at the 
hands of the U.S. military. 

One U.S. air strike alone 
killed 27 Afghan civilians, in- 
cluding several children. An- 
other 12 people, half of them 
children, were killed Feb. 14 
when U.S. rockets struck a 
family home. In the latest Af- 
ghan "surge," U.S. command- 
ers have apologized six times 
in ten days for civilian deaths. 

It is the way the U.S. has con- 
ducted its brutal war all along. One Afghan woman in 
Helmand province expressed a common feeling: "The 

Murder in Dubai 

The assassination of Hamas leader Mahmoud al- 
Mabhouh in Dubai on Jan. 19 shows the very perilous 
state of the entire region. The hit was probably carried 
out by Israeli agents using passports stolen from people 
with joint Israeli-European citizenship. It was likely 
directed at interfering with the Iranian arms pipeline 
into Gaza, the same operation that was bombed in So- 
malia last year with a serious loss of life. But it should 
not be forgotten that Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states 
have an interest in undermining Iranian influence. 

If the truth of what happened in Room 230 of the 
A1 Bustan Rotana hotel ever becomes known, it could 
involve any number of players beyond the 27 fugitive 
suspects so far identified by Dubai police. It may be one 
more incident in a larger power struggle that could eas- 
ily become a major, and tragic, regional war. 

The Mabhouh assassination has sparked con- 
troversy and some soul-searching in Israel, with the 
leading newspaper Haaretz calling for the resignation 
of intelligence chief Meir Dagan. A dangerous new 
stage of reaction was also reached in Israel with the 
attacks on the New Israel Fund (NIF) by a right-wing 
student group, Im Tirzu. The group, led by a veteran 
of last year's war on Gaza, accused the NIF of being a 
"pseudo-human rights organization using the terminol- 
ogy of human rights to create a blood libel upon Israeli 
soldiers." 

This accusation was made because the NIF has 
contributed money to many Israeli human rights 
groups that provided information for the Goldstone Re- 
port. The massive Goldstone Report documented Israeli 
war crimes (along with others') in the war on Gaza. Im 
Tirzu, with the approval of the current Israeli govern- 
ment, has attempted a broad-based attack on all critics 
of that government, but especially the peace movement. 

The New Israel Fund was forced to deny being an 
enemy of Israel, and a statement by the social demo- 
cratic party Meretz, of which the Fund's director Naomi 
Chazan has been a member, said this: "It warns of the 
McCarthyist slope on which we find ourselves. These 
are civil society organizations that stand at the fore- 
front of the struggle for Israel's democratic image and 
civic character." 


Americans use methods to lower deaths on their side 
but in the process are raising Afghan deaths." 

An Afghan man in Kabul said: "I want to ask Gen- 
eral McChrystal if he had lost his family in such an in- 
cident, and if someone called to apologize, what would 

his reaction be? An apology 
doesn't bring anyone back 
to life." 

As in Pakistan, the use 
of unmanned drones and 
"precision" weapons results 
in a high level of civilian 
deaths and injuries. In ad- 
dition, the U.S. has been 
expanding the number of 
camps at which Afghan 
civilians are arrested and 
held without charges. The 
U.S. and its NATO allies 
claim that they will deliver 
a respectable government 
behind these policies. The 
desires of the Afghan people are meanwhile being ig- 
nored, their voices unheard. 

Afghans are being offered little alternative. The 
endgame for the Taliban would be a return to power. 
But the people of Afghanistan have not forgotten the 
horrors of life under Taliban rule. Even in the center 
of their support, among Pashtuns in southern Afghani- 
stan, only one in four would support their return and 
very few would do so in the rest of the country. In recent 
months they have also seemingly lost some of the sup- 
port they had received from Pakistan's secret services. 
Their only real claim is in not being the corrupt Karzai 
government. 

For now the U.S. supports the continuation of the 
same corrupt Karzai government. Its one and only rec- 
ommendation is that it is not the Taliban. But of course 
it is also anti-woman, anti-human rights, and so anti- 
democratic that it now rules after having produced an 
election as blatantly fraudulent as that of its neighbor- 
ing government in Iran. The Obama administration is 
running into the same problem as the cruder Bush ad- 
ministration did — the inability of imperialism to wage 
a revolutionary war. The problem isn't the Afghan 
quagmire, it is the quagmire of U.S. bourgeois society. 

As Terry Moon expressed it, "In all the scenarios 
spun out of the heads of U.S. leaders, none of them con- 
sider either the desire or the ability of Afghan people 
to govern their own lives and nation. Yet that is the 
only solution" ("Afghan lives, freedom sucked into U.S. 
quagmire," News & Letters , October-November 2009). 

It is why the only realistic position for internation- 
al solidarity with the Afghan people is support for those 
forces which demand revolutionary changes like wom- 
en's equality to men. This calls equally for a revolution- 
ary perspective here in the U.S. It is why News and Let- 
ters Committees from the beginning, long before Sept. 
11, 2001, expressed our support for the Revolutionary 
Association of the Women of Afghanistan. Those like 
Malalai Joya, who risked her life to educate young 
women under the Taliban's rule, and today equally op- 
poses the Taliban, Karzai, and the U.S. war, deserve 
international support. 

The U.S. has already announced that a new round 
of fighting, a larger offensive, will be unleashed later 
this year against Kandahar, a city the Taliban have 
long used as a stronghold. The necessity to support 
those forces within Afghanistan that represent a real 
hope for change only grows greater. 


Sri Lanka Today 

It took more than six months after the wholesale 
elimination of the Tamil Tigers last May by the Sri 
Lankan military, an operation that murdered tens of 
thousands of Tamil civilians as well, before the govern- 
ment of Mahinda Rajapaksa began to close the intern- 
ment camps it had set up to police the surviving Tamil 
civilians. Then came the January elections between Ra- 
japaksa and his military commander General Sarath 
Fonseka. Though Fonseka led the military campaign 
against the Tigers, he campaigned against Tamil mis- 
treatment, hoping to win Tamil support. While winning 
the majority of the Tamil votes, Fonseka lost the elec- 
tion and was promptly arrested by Rajapaksa. 

The election maneuvers between Rajapaksa and 
Fonseka do not reveal the truth of the Tamils' condi- 
tions today. Their major city, Jaffna, lies in ruins. The 
Jaffna Peninsula, "the cultural heart of Tamil life," saw 
hundreds of thousands flee over the course of the 25- 
year civil war, with another 100,000 dead. As well, the 
Tamil Tigers murdered any Tamil political leader who 
dissented from their domination. 

Newly re-elected Rajapaksa made it clear he has 
no intention of granting self-rule in Tamil majority 
regions. The international community, which for the 
most part turned a blind eye to Tamil demands for 
self-determination, remains far removed. A bipartisan 
report from the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
pointed to the U.S. approach: "With the end of the war, 
the U.S. needs to reevaluate its relationship with Sri 
Lanka to reflect new political and economic realities. 
While humanitarian concerns remain important, U.S. 
policy toward Sri Lanka cannot be dominated by a sin- 
gle agenda. It is not effective at delivering real reform, 
and it shortchanges U.S. geo-strategic interests in the 
region." No doubt "U.S. geo-strategic interests" will be 
the big winner. 

Where a new generation of Tamils will go after 
decades of war and ruin remains to be seen. They cer- 
tainly will have to rely on their own thinking and doing, 
hopefully finding some Sinhalese who will unite with 
them on the basis of revolutionary self-determination 
for the Tamils and for all of Sri Lanka. 

— Eugene Walker 

New Latin American and 
Caribbean organization 

Meeting in the Mexican Caribbean, 32 Latin Amer- 
ican and Caribbean nations formed a new organization 
in the Western Hemisphere with the deliberate exclu- 
sion of the U.S. and Canada. 

The new organization, which includes Cuba and 
excludes the coup-founded Honduras government, re- 
flects a new reality. First, in recent decades there have 
been powerful social movements in Latin America 
which opened the way for more populist governments, 
and a movement away from militarism. This needs to 
be seen with many caveats, as witnessed with the coup 
in Honduras, and the right-wing authoritarian-milita- 
ristic governments in Colombia and Mexico, as well as 
the return of the right in Chile. 

Second, the new organization reflects the rise of 
Brazil as a growing regional capitalist power. Despite 
all the anti-U.S. rhetoric from Venezuela's Chavez and 
Bolivia's Morales, the separation from the colossus of 
the North does not mean a movement away from capi- 
talism, only from U.S. -dominated neoliberalism. As re- 
freshing as this may be, the Community of Latin Amer- 
ican and Caribbean States is only a limited first step to 
the kind of radical separation from U.S. hegemony that 
is needed. — E.W. 



NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 


Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop- 
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them- 
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi- 
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called a 
new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya' s works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya' s philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make it 
available to all who struggle for freedom, 
we have published Dunayevskaya' s origi- 
nal 1953 philosophic breakthrough and 


her final 1987 Presentation on the Dia- 
lectics of Organization and Philosophy 
in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist- 
Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We participate 
in all class and freedom struggles, nation- 
ally and internationally. As our Constitu- 
tion states: "It is our aim. . .to promote the 
firmest unity among workers, Blacks and 
other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the 
ruling bureaucracy of both capital and 
labor." We do not separate mass activities 
from the activity of thinking. Send for a 
copy of the Constitution of News and Let- 
ters Committees. 
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Let health workers 
do their jobs right 

by Htun Lin 

The health reform law contains a few good provi- 
sions in regulating health insurance, like stopping by 
2014 denial of coverage to those with pre-existing con- 
ditions. However, it is really a huge giveaway to the 
health insurance industry, mandating that everyone 
buy insurance from them. 

It is a bill which big Pharma and HMO executives 
helped write. Our CEO at Kaiser, along with the heads 
of Blue Cross, Catholic Healthcare West and other big 
HMOs, were constantly jetting to Capitol Hill back- 
rooms to shape the content of the bill. They expect 
windfall profits subsidized by our tax dollars. 

Our CEO is very excited about all the new business 
our HMO will get. As the best in the industry in cost 
control and an already dominant position in California, 
Kaiser is poised to capture a large portion of the new 
market. Our unions, in a Labor Management Partner- 
ship (LMP) with Kaiser, are also rejoicing, because they 
expect their roster of dues-paying members to swell. 

Bureaucrats in Washington and our unions are 
celebrating this political victory. They confuse expan- 
sion of health insurance with real healthcare delivery. 
We, who work daily in the frontlines of the HMO shop 
floor, know the difference all too well. 

The reality is that HMOs have spent the last 
decade restructuring — divesting facilities, shutter- 
ing ERs, cutting staffing to the bone, de-skilling, 

continued on p. 3 


BLACK/REDVIEW 


by John Alan 

New Jim Crow 

Editor s note: On April 15 Michelle Alexander gave 
a talk in Berkeley, Calif., on her new hook, The New Jim 
Crow, Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness 
(New York, London: The New Press, 2010). Readers of 
'Black I Red View " will remember John Alans column 
on the " Oakland Riders " trial (see Nov. 2003 N&LJ. Be- 
low we print a summary of Alexander's talk. 

Most people who have not been to prison are skep- 
tical about it being the new system of racial control. I 
was. I was not ignorant of institutional racism. I had 
been a civil rights lawyer with the ACLU for years, su- 
ing large companies for bias. Then I shifted my focus 
to the criminal justice system. By the time I left the 
ACLU, I knew mass incarceration does in fact function 
as the new Jim Crow laws. 

One particular incident convinced me. As the 
director of the Racial Justice Project at the ACLU of 
Northern California I was documenting incidents of 
racial profiling. One young man brought in his detailed 
notes on the many times he was stopped and harassed, 
sometimes multiple times in the same day! I thought 
he would make a good plaintiff because of the meticu- 
lous, documented details of his story. 

Then I realized he had a felony conviction. I tried 
to explain that we could not use him, that the trial 
would focus on his conviction, not his experiences of ra- 
cial profiling. He became upset, telling me I'm treating 

continued onp. 10 
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Draft for Marxist- Humanist Perspectives. 2010-201 1 

Capital devours lives, labor, land; 
masses seek paths to freedom 


This special issue carries our Draft Perspectives Thesis, part of 
our preparation for the national gathering of News and Letters 
Committees. We have published every one since 1975, breaking 
new ground for the Marxist movement. We do it because our age 
is in such total crisis, facing a choice between absolute terror 
or absolute freedom, that a revolutionary organization can no 
longer allow any separation between theory and practice, phi- 
losophy and revolution, workers and intellectuals, " inside " and 
" outside . " Join us in discussing these Perspectives. 


I. Alienated labor in 
today's struggles 

"The capitalists may not be ready to 'agree' 
with Marx that the supreme commodity, 
labor-power, is the only source of all value and 
surplus value, but they do see that there is such 
a decline in the rate of profit compared to what 
they consider necessary to keep investing for 
expanded production, that they are holding 
off — so much so that now their ideologists are saying low 
investment is by no means a temporary factor that the 
capitalists would 'overcome ' with the next boom. There 
is to be no next boom. It is this which makes them look 
both at the actual structural changes — overwhelming 
preponderance of constant capital (machinery) over 
variable capital (living labor employed) — as well as 
the world production and its interrelations." — Raya 
Dunayevskaya 1 

So deep is global 
capitalism's decay 
that it raises the 
specters of war and 
revolution. From the 
deepening long-term 
unemployment and 
homelessness and 
new outpourings of 
U.S. racism to never- 
ending imperialist 
wars abroad, a 
myriad of crises 
grip the globe — and 
are being met by 
revolt, including 
an international 
upsurge of labor. 

Economists 
keep announcing 
that the recession 
is over, despite 
the persistence of deep unemployment as a "lagging 
indicator," but they occasionally remember that the 
foundation of the whole economy is production. What 
they avoid facing is that the only source of value is 
alienated labor — that is to say, the capitalist economy 
is based on extracting surplus value (unpaid hours of 
labor) from sweated, alienated labor. 

A. Labor battles 
from mine to schoolroom 

The April 5 explosion at the Upper Big Branch 
coal mine in Montcoal, W.Va., killing 29 miners, 
starkly demonstrated the human toll taken by capital's 
relentless drive to extract surplus value. Despite being 
cited for hundreds of violations every year, including 
three evacuations of miners this year due to buildup 
of explosive methane gas, the mine kept operating 
with one imperative: production and more production. 
That inspectors could not keep the mine shut shows 
how weak the regulators are and how powerful 
a stranglehold the mining companies have. Mine 
owner Massey Energy — a notoriously union-busting, 
mountain-destroying, production-over-safety company, 
whose CEO Don Blankenship spent $1 million on a 
"Tea Party" event where he spoke — only had to pay a 
pittance in fines for its roughly 3,000 violations at this 
mine alone since 1995. (See article, p. 3.) 

The bosses' reign of terror is such that many 
miners and their family members interviewed on 
television about the disaster would not show their 
faces. That does not mean that their anger can be 
contained forever — a century and a half of militant 
miners' battles argues otherwise. 

1. Ftom "Today's Epigones Who Try to Truncate Marx's Capi- 
tal. " All these epigraph quotations are taken from the new 
book we are working on of selected writings by Raya Du- 
nayevskaya on Marx. 


Struggles are heating up among many dimensions 
of labor, from teachers and nurses — professions not 
always recognized as labor but increasingly disciplined 
by mechanisms of control from above and pressure to 
step up "productivity" — to autoworkers in Fremont, 
Calif., who had to battle their own union as well as 
Toyota's shutting down their NUMMI plant. (See 
"Limits of Workers' Patience," March-April N&L.) 

They found both 
the local and the 
national United 
Auto Workers 

looking out for the 
interests of the auto 
companies rather 
than the workers — 
and the union 
had even accepted 
g "good behavior" 
conditions on 

receiving severance 
pay that discourage 
workers from 

| attempting a plant 
^ occupation or other 
1 action before the 

C0 

^ plant closed. 

On March 1 
President Obama 
himself fired a shot 
across labor's bow 
with his speech supporting the firing of all 74 teachers 
and 19 staff members at Central Falls High School in 
Rhode Island. The signal sent to workers is that the 
state stands beside the capitalists in cracking the whip 
to make workers accept cuts and still work harder. 

The Central Falls teachers were fired for refusing 
the superintendent's order to work an extra half hour 
a day with no compensation. Obama warned that 
teachers must be held "accountable," and that tough 
medicine is required for school districts to receive 
special federal funding. His signal that mass teacher 
firings are acceptable — and that workers in general 
should not expect help from the government in their 
labor struggles — was shortly followed by another mass 
firing, at Beach High School in Savannah, Ga. 

The broader reality is that, since the decline 
in the rate of profit brought about the mid- 
1970s global economic crisis, capital has taken 
from workers both directly through wage cuts, 
and indirectly by cutting social spending like 
welfare, public transportation and education. 
Far from spelling out an end to the era of state- 
capitalism, this shift of resources away from the 
social safety net and regulation of capital is only 
one side — the other being militarization, the 
vast growth of the national security state, and 
massive subsidies for everything from oil giants 
and agribusiness to financial corporations, for 
example, in the $ 700 billion bailout. 

Some estimates put federal, state and local 
spending for 2010 at nearly half of the year's total 
output of goods and services. Under this Democratic 
administration the state remains a weapon in 
capital's arsenal against the working class, shelving 
the pro-union Employee Free Choice Act, using GM's 
bankruptcy as a weapon against the autoworkers, and 

continued on p. 7 



After ten weeks on strike, workers at SK Hand Tools in Chicago won back health benefits, 
but took 20-30% pay cuts. 
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Mary Joan Schmidt (Mary Jo Grey) 


(Nov. 30, 1943 - April 10, 2010) 

The shockingly sudden, tragic death of Mary Joan 
Schmidt on April 10 made the talk she had given at 
News and Letters Library on Feb. 8 seem like a com- 
pletely unintentional autobiographical epitaph to her 
long history of active participa- 
tion in all the freedom move- 
ments of our day. 

In looking ahead to a cel- 
ebration of International Wom- 
en's History Month, she began 
her presentation on "Women's 
Revolutionary Force and Rea- 
son Throughout the World" this 
way: 

’T came to News and Let- 
ters Committees out of the 
Women's Liberation Move- 
ment, as well as the anti- 
Vietnam War movement, and 
N&L's positions on these is- 
sues were very important 
to me as a new young revo- 
lutionary. Needless to say, 

I was surprised but happy 
to see that Women's Libera- 
tion was cited in the News 
and Letters Committees Constitution, when it 
was adopted in 1956, as one of the four forces of 
revolution in the U.S., long before I knew there 
were so many revolutionary women's movements 
throughout history. The Constitution states: 'The 
rise of Women's Liberation, as a movement, is 
proof both of the correctness of our having sin- 

■ALL Families Rally 1 

Memphis, Tenn. — In March, the Memphis Gay and 
Lesbian Community Center (MGLCC) held a "Stand 
for ALL Families" rally at Neshoba Unitarian Church 
in Cordova, Tenn., just outside of Memphis. The rally, 
attended by 60 people of all ages, was a response to a 
nearby megachurch rally by a religious right group, 
Family Action Council of Tenn. (FAC). 

FAC presented the idea that LGBT rights are 
a threat to families. In contrast, the speakers at 
the Neshoba rally — including a lesbian minister, 
an interracial lesbian couple, and a legally mar- 
ried African-American lesbian couple, described 
the similarity of LGBT parenthood to that of het- 
erosexual couples. The only difference is that 
LGBT parents face the challenge of explaining 
the discrimination and prejudice against them to 
their children. 

Speakers discussed the need for people to speak out 
against discrimination wherever they find it. The Afri- 
can-American couple spoke on the need for the Black 
church to become accepting of LGBTs. A heterosexual 
mother described attending a religious anti-gay work- 
shop that told lies about gay youth. She told the speak- 
ers that she volunteered at MGLCC and housed youth 
who were rejected by parents, homeless, and sometimes 
suicidal. She asked, "Are you willing to take responsi- 
bility for the gay child who tried to kill himself in my 
house last month, because of messages like yours? He 
didn't believe he was loved by God." 

Last summer, activists succeeded in passing a non- 
discrimination ordinance that protects Shelby County 
employees on the basis of sexual orientation and gender 
identity. The Memphis City Council will soon consider 
a similar measure for city employees. Will Batts, the di- 
rector of MGLCC, said, "We will win this. We just can't 
give up." 

— Protester 



gled out, in 1955, women as a revolutionary force, 
and of the inseparability of women's liberation as 
Reason, as well as force."' 

It was the revolutionary philosophy of Marxist- 
Humanism that she had met in 1972 which Mary Joan 
practiced in all her activities of 
thinking and doing from that mo- 
ment forward and that became 
her life for the next four decades. 

Even before she officially 
joined News and Letters Com- 
mittees in 1972, she worked as 
a member of the Philosophic- 
Technical Committee (the PTC) 
of the paper, so named by Raya 
Dunayevskaya to stress that the 
technical work had to be insepa- 
rable from the philosophic con- 
cepts. The PTC does the work 
that transforms the thinking, 
planning, eliciting of material, 
typing and proofreading that are 
demanded, into the printed pag- 
es, ready to mail and distribute 
to the rest of the world. 

Readers of N&L are most fa- 
miliar with Mary Joan, however, 
not from this hard, creative labor, but as the author, for 
the past 20 years, of the column "Women Worldwide," 
which carries short segments about both oppression 
and/or revolutionary struggles of women around the 
world. In the conclusion to her talk, Mary Joan quoted 
one of Dunayevskaya' s writings on the importance of all 
these struggles, "not because they are exciting events, 
but because they show... women in motion as shapers 
of history" and to stress that "what we need is a unity 
of philosophy and revolution to get out from under the 
whip of the counter-revolution today." 

While her column was long recognized as one 
of the most-read sections of every issue, what 
may not until now have been fully recognized 
was the importance of her constant presence as 
the "office coordinator" whose warm voice was 
heard answering the phone every day the office 
was open, or asking you to "please leave a mes- 
sage" when it was not. 

At the same time, although she never sought a so- 
called "leadership" position, she agreed to accept her 
election to the National Editorial Board, and fought 
hard and creatively to keep News and Letters Commit- 
tees going through the many tests it has undergone in 
the 40 years she was such an important part of its life. 
Her unshakable determination to defeat attempts to 
stop the publication of N&L cannot be underestimated. 

The great loss her death represents will be felt in- 
creasingly during the days of struggle ahead of us to 
win a new world based on the totally new human rela- 
tions to which she had devoted herself. 

We deeply mourn her passing and honor her life. 

— Olga Domanski 



by Mary Jo Grey 

Editor s note: Mary Jo Grey was the " Women World- 
wide" columnist for 20 years, a column first suggested 
by Raya Dunayevskaya as a way to bring the interna- 
tional scope and militancy of women's struggle for free- 
dom onto this page. Grey loved doing this column and 
was proud of it. We are profoundly saddened that we can 

only print it one more time under her name. 

* * * 

The West African country of Burkina Faso's Presi- 
dent Blaise Compaore has agreed to make emergency 
obstetric care and access to family planning free as part 
of a strategy to fight maternal mortality in that coun- 
try. As many as six women die every day there as a re- 
sult of pregnancy or childbirth. Amnesty International 
said tackling the low status of women in Burkina Faso 

is at the heart of saving women's lives. 

* * * 

An Oregon law has gone into effect requiring that 

all health insurance plans in the state include prescrip- 
tion drug coverage, including birth control. The law 
also mandates that hospitals inform victims of sexual 
assault about emergency contraception and make it 

available to those who want it. 

* * * 

Internationally, efforts to improve abortion ser- 

vices are moving forward. Spain's Health Minister an- 
nounced that emergency contraception is now available 
over-the-counter with no age restriction. And in Nepal, 
the Supreme Court ruled that the Nepalese govern- 
ment must enact legislation that guarantees women's 
access to safe abortion services including creating a 
fund to cover the costs of such services for poor women, 
and educate health care providers and the public on the 
country's abortion laws. 

— Information from Feminist Daily News Wire 


Anti-choice terrorism 

This Common Secret: My Journey as an Abortion 
Doctor , by Susan Wicklund with Alan Kesselheim (Pub- 
lic Affairs, 2008). 

Susan Wicklund helps us understand the realities 
of abortion and what doctors go through to provide this 
service. When she became an abortion doctor, she did 
not realize how extremely stressful it would be. Self- 
proclaimed "sidewalk counselors" caused fear and guilt 
in her patients, which she had to dispel through coun- 
seling. As the protesters learned to recognize her, they 
began waiting for her at the airport to yell threats like 
"You deserve to die!" They stopped cars coming into the 
clinic by jumping on them or lying in the road. Wick- 
lund even tried wearing disguises and driving five 
hours instead of flying. She said, "Trying to stay one 
step ahead of the protesters became a game of nerves." 

They leafleted her town with propaganda and 
"wanted" posters. They surrounded her home, yelling 
threats and videotaping her daughter, who needed a 
police escort to get to school. When 50 protesters bar- 
ricaded her driveway with cement barrels at night, the 
police said it would be too dangerous for them to come 
and make arrests or remove the barrels in the dark. To 
get to work, Wicklund walked through the woods in the 
dark to meet a friend who gave her a ride. 

Wicklund relates how her stress escalated when 
protesters killed or injured other doctors or burned 
down their homes or clinics. At one point, she received 
many threatening letters from a protester who signed 
his name and broke into her apartment, leaving anti- 
choice propaganda. The police refused to arrest him. 
The county attorney was appalled that he had not been 
arrested for the federal offense of felony intimidation. 
Wicklund began to wear a bulletproof vest and 
carry a gun. 

Her patients and the many reasons women need 
abortions, as well as the drastic lengths to which they 
go to get one, kept Wicklund going. She wanted all re- 
productive healthcare to be a positive experience for 
women, so she counseled them herself. When the pa- 
tient was a victim of incest, she had the perpetrator 
arrested. 

Wicklund says that most of the medical establish- 
ment distances itself from abortion providers. But she 
received thanks from women who had been her pa- 
tients and from women who lived during the time when 
abortion was illegal. Her own grandmother told her 
how, at the age of 16, she had accidentally killed 
her best friend by trying to give her an abortion. 

This Common Secret records acts of domestic ter- 
rorism by right-wing, theocratic hate groups. Their 
criminal activities are too often ignored by law enforce- 
ment. Our society's devaluing of the lives of women and 
the lives of those who help women has allowed terror- 
ism to grow. With the recent increase in militias and 
hate groups and death threats towards elected officials 
by "tea party" activists, right-wing extremists already 
have a model of how terrorism has been successful. 

As Wicklund says, the anti-choice activists are 
"able to recruit protesters from younger generations 
who have never known a world without safe, legal abor- 
tions." The true stories of women having abortions, of 
what it was like before abortion was legalized, and of 
abortion providers who care about their patients are es- 
sential in dispelling simplistic anti-choice lies. 

— Adele 

Save our home! 

DeKalb, III.— My 20-year-old daughter, Ashley, was 
killed in action in a service-related accident in Kuwait, 
Nov. 12, 2007. She was a medic in the Army National 
Guard. The accident is under investigation. Ashley was 
recruited while she was still in high school. 

After her death, my husband and I were trying to 
deal with our pain in different ways. My husband lost 
his job and his car. He was unable to find another job. 
We fell behind on our mortgage payments. We are fac- 
ing foreclosure. My husband didn't know how to deal 
with it and started drinking. He was arrested and now 
they want to deport him because he doesn't have pa- 
pers. They didn't ask us for any papers to let our daugh- 
ter go fight. Now, we are not good enough to live here. 

Because of all this I had to have gall bladder sur- 
gery. My son needed to get his appendix out almost si- 
multaneously. I am begging you to advocate for us and 
to help keep our family together. 

I have been trying to communicate this situation to 
politicians, organizations, and the National Guard. It is 
devastating that no one in our country has the ability 
or courage to fight for our family like our daughter was 
willing to do for them. 

The RO.W. Network, which is supposed to care 
about veterans, wrote back to me: "May you rot in hell 
for this scam." 

Even though the government gives help to banks, 
they are not helping us. I don't think my son and I can 
survive without my husband. Please help us save our 
home. — Olivia Segura 

326 Cloverleaf Court, DeKalb, IL 60115 
Tel.: 815-505-6478. 
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For mine bosses, 29 dead just the cost of digging coal 


Detroit — Following the explosion that killed 29 min- 
ers at the Upper Big Branch Massey mine in Montcoal, 
W.Va., declarations from the Mine Safety and Health 
Administration (MSHA), coal company officials and 
even President Obama will not amount to what is truly 
needed. The cause of this explosion lies directly at the 
feet of Massey CEO Don Blankenship. He has always 
been rabidly anti-union. 

As a Massey mine manager since 1982, he played 
a leading role in the Massey mine strike in 1985 that 
lasted 13 months. It led to breaking the UMWA there 
the following year (see N&L, Aug.-Sept. 1985, Oct. 1985 
and Jan. -Feb. 1986), in part due to the capitulation of 
then-UMWA President Rich Trumka, now head of the 
AFL-CIO. 

REIGN OF TERROR 

Blankenship instituted a reign of terror in the 15 
Massey mine communities in West Virginia, Kentucky 
and Pennsylvania, traveling around in a black Mer- 
cedes and a black helicopter to enhance his ominous 
presence. If any miner expressed sympathy for a union, 
objected to unsafe conditions or criticized Blankenship, 
that miner was fired on the spot. 

Following the mine explosion, Montcoal residents 
refused to give their names to reporters — they knew 
that Blankenship would fire any relative or family 
member who could be connected with them. But the 
real attitude of the community was dramatically re- 
vealed when Blankenship, escorted by at least a dozen 
police officers, appeared after the explosion at a meet- 
ing. He had to be rushed away immediately from the 
angry crowd that yelled profanities at him and cursed 
him for putting profits above the lives of the miners. 

Blankenship is first and foremost for profits, prof- 
its, profits. He opposes regulations, unions, environ- 
mentalists, fringe benefits, inspections and anyone or 
anything that disagrees with him. He is for Republi- 
cans, Tea Parties, Chambers of Commerce, organiza- 
tions that attack unions, strict obedience by his employ- 
ees and their families, reductions in pay and benefits, 
mount ain-t op removal mining, corrupt judges and oth- 
er officials and absolute dictatorial control. 

Along the way he has accumulated hundreds of 
environmental violations related to his mining opera- 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


continued from p. 1 

eliminating beds, hiking co-pays and deductibles. All 
of these changes were deliberate to restrict access for 
those already insured, enhancing the bottom line. 

The reform did not include workers' or patients' in- 
put. Those making the decisions are the same players 
who caused the crisis in the first place. 

The overlords have an absolute fetish of hi-tech, in- 
formation technology (I.T.), touted by both the White 
House and HMOs as the magic bullet that will solve 
America's health delivery problems. 

President Obama singled out Kaiser as the mod- 
el for the future of healthcare made more efficient by 
the wonders of I.T. We rank-and-file workers at Kaiser 
know that the top priority of computerization has been 
"revenue enhancement." 

Whether the billion dollars spent on computer- 
ization has made healthcare delivery more efficient is 
highly questionable. Veteran nurses are worried that 
computerization has diminished critical thinking abili- 
ties in this new brand of care delivery. 

New grads in nursing are trained to be so pre-oc- 
cupied with entering computer data that the patient is 
often ignored. Nurse and patient alike are in a high- 
tech maze, lost to each other. I.T. separates the human 
aspect of care from its delivery. 

I.T. is effectively the new foreman on the shop floor 
and instrument of discipline. Even management is un- 
der domination by the machine through the implemen- 
tation of time studies conducted electronically. 

The new healthcare reform law touts a large num- 
ber of new regulations. But won't HMOs simply find 
new ways around them? All too often, we rank-and-file 
workers find computer data being used not to enhance 
healthcare but to justify non-care. One would think 
government regulation promotes efficient healthcare 
delivery. But think again. Regulators, too, inspect only 
the computer data, not actual care. 

Nothing will change concretely, and no real reform 
can take place, until we return to the concrete struggles 
of rank-and-file workers. The California Nurses Associ- 
ation and thousands of other health workers succeeded 
in passing provisions containing landmark "quality- 
care" language in their contract over ten years ago. 

Today's insurance reform, blessed by the insur- 
ance industry, is only a distorted echo of that original 
struggle. We workers must now continue our struggle 
for genuine healthcare reform. The only way we can do 
that is by returning to our roots in a ceaseless struggle 
to regain not only control of but the meaning of our la- 
bor. Let's finish the work we started. 


tions, including the poisoning of water even in the com- 
munity in which he lives. 

Reporters discovered a memo that Blankenship 
had sent to Massey mine superintendents ordering 
them to ignore safety concerns: "If any of you have been 
asked by your group presidents, your supervisors, engi- 
neers or anyone else to do anything other than to run 
coal... you need to ignore them and run coal." 

This same attitude is reflected in the horrendous 
safety record at the Upper Big Branch mine, which 
racked up 458 mine safety violations last year (53 in 
March alone), many involving ventilation and explosive 
methane gas and coal dust accumulation, all of which 
are prime suspects in the mine explosion. Many work- 
ing sections in the mine had to be evacuated last year. 

The explosion itself was probably methane gas that 
set off a coal dust explosion, because a methane explo- 
sion is not as powerful as coal dust, and miners said 
that the blast twisted steel rails like pretzels, which a 
methane explosion by itself could not do. But every ex- 
plosion is preventable with proper safety measures. 

The system of fines for serious violations is farci- 
cal in practice because of lack of enforcement and big 
loopholes in the law. For example, last year Massey ap- 
pealed 37 of 50 citations, which delays actions by MSHA 
and allows coal companies to continue to work under 
dangerous conditions during the settlement process. 

It isn't only Massey; other coal companies have 
followed suit. The over 18,000 appeals now underway 
clog the process and will take years to resolve. Fines at 
Upper Big Branch last year totaled nearly $900,000, of 
which only $168,000 or so has been paid. 

I worked in a union mine and served on the safety 
committee for years. I know the difference in the at- 
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Anna Walentynowicz (1929-2010) during 1980 shipyard strike 


Anna Walentynowicz, central to the 1980 forma- 
tion of Solidarnosc (Solidarity) in Poland, died in the 
plane crash that took the lives of the entire Polish del- 
egation, including the President, on their way to com- 
memorate the 1939 murder of Poles in the Katyn forest. 

She had joined the Lenin Shipyards in Gdansk in 
1950, where her constant opposition to injustices there 
earned the respect of her co-workers. In 1968, when the 
authorities tried to fire her, her co-workers agitated 
until she was rehired. She participated in the 1970 
shipyard strike, and never forgot to honor the strikers 
murdered at the gates. 

In 1978 she was a founder of the Coastal Free 
Trade Unions. She co-edited Robotnik Wybrzeza ( The 
Coastal Worker) and organized commemorations of the 
heroes of the 1970 strike. Five months before her re- 
tirement, she was fired again. The historic August 1980 
strike that launched Solidarnosc began with a demand 
to reinstate her. 

On Aug. 16, after the authorities signed an agree- 
ment with the strike committee that granted all of the 
strikers' demands, and most workers wanted to settle, 
it was Walentynowicz, along with Alina Pienkowska 
and a few others, who advocated welding closed the 
shipyard gates and continuing the strike in solidarity 
with workers at other factories who had supported the 
shipyard workers. This act transformed a local incident 
into a wave of national solidarity. 

After the December 1981 declaration of martial 
law, Walentynowicz was jailed along with many other 
Solidarnosc activists. As soon as she was released, she 
went back to organizing: hunger strikes, protest meet- 
ings, individual protests and appeals to the authorities. 
In December 1983 she was arrested for attempting to 
install a plaque near the "Wujek" mine to commemo- 
rate miners killed there two years earlier. She went on 
a hunger strike again in 1985 to protest the arrest of 
Solidarnosc leaders. 

Anna Walentynowicz personifies the Reason of 
rank-and-file workers, especially of women. When some 
from Solidarnosc took responsibility for running the 
state, she called that 1989 agreement "a betrayal." She 
went to her death trying to bring justice to the world. 

— Urszula Wislanka 


titude of miners in a union and non-union mine. We 
checked the mine frequently, noting all violations and 
getting pledges from management to correct them, and 
followed up on all of them. We did not fear manage- 
ment. Management feared us because we had a strong 
local union and had international union support. 

At the Upper Big Branch mine it was the opposite. 
Workers were at the mercy of the criminal Blankenship, 
and feared him. While the miners were paid well, they 
had no fringe benefits and often were forced to work 12 
or more hours a day. They had to fill the coal production 
quota before they could leave the mine. 

REAL CHANGE 

What will happen now? There will be Congressio- 
nal hearings, and the coal operators and Blankenship 
will be told what bad boys they are for allowing such 
conditions to exist. Some loopholes will be closed, more 
mine investigators will be hired, stricter enforcement 
rules will be made. But nothing serious will change. 
The coal industry has over 100 highly paid lobbyists 
in Washington, D.C. They are now working overtime 
to make sure that whatever laws are enacted will have 
loopholes for the coal operators to slime through and 
more miners will needlessly die. 

The only real solution lies with the miners control- 
ling not only the safety in the mines, but also the mines. 
This, of course, will not happen under the present sys- 
tem. But it remains the only alternative that can real- 
istically answer the problems that miners face and can 
result in truly declaring: It will never happen again. 

—Andy Phillips 

Colombian workers 
tossed on trash heap 

Cali, Colombia — On March 1, 300 registered recy- 
cling workers of Cali took to the streets to demand a 
day of international recognition and to denounce the 
government of Alvaro Uribe. In addition to stripping 
workers of their rights and social welfare guarantees 
(abolishing labor contracts, job benefits and social se- 
curity), the president has denied workers their right 
to a pension starting in 2010, and has cut the right to 
healthcare for the majority of Colombians. 

Now he's attacking the street workers, crimi- 
nalizing their activity. From now on the lucrative 
trash and recycling business will be reserved for 
the young multimillionaire children of Uribe. 

The recycling workers have emerged as a social 
force in the last 20 years. They clear the scrap metal, 
in the congested streets, while breathing in the plas- 
tic and smoke fumes. The majority live in the streets, 
in overcrowded slums, by the freeway, next to sewage 
pipes spouting dirty water, in flood zones, in high-risk 
areas. 

Recycling and street vending are the final refug- 
es of a labor force that refuses to beg for jobs because 
they don't exist anymore. They are everywhere: former 
workers of what was in the 1980s called the "industrial 
sector," which neoliberalism has eradicated. What had 
been considered fundamental rights have now become 
privatized, like healthcare, education, public housing 
and public works. 

They are farmers, Afro-Colombians and dis- 
placed indigenous peoples, thrown off their own 
land where they grew the food they needed for 
their families to survive; thrown off their land by 
traditional and emerging capitalists, legal and 
"illegal," national and transnational. 

Almost 10 million people, 20% of the population, 
live on an income of less than $2 a day. They don't fig- 
ure into the official statistics or consumer reports. In 
addition, 30% of households bring home less than twice 
the minimum wage. That is half of what a family needs. 

Colombia now has the highest unemployment in 
the region, rising to 11.1% at the end of 2009. Cities 
like Pereira have surpassed 20% unemployment ac- 
cording to the Administration of Statistics. But all of 
these numbers are lies. They mask the magnitude of 
unemployment, as they include people who work one 
day a week, and those who sell trinkets, as "employed." 
For every 100 steady workers, there are 109 "informal" 
jobless workers (see Desde abajo, No. 53, 2010). 

The Left here doesn't see organization, unity and 
mobilization of workers like the recycling workers as 
a priority. Much less do they prioritize alternatives of 
truly mass power to permit a confrontation with the oli- 
garchic imperialist project. The Left still doesn't believe 
in the capacity of the masses to create something new 
and change the conditions of their own existence. 

Workers' unions, now undergoing a process of ex- 
tinction, don't do anything for workers anymore. The 
unions with their isolated and petty economic struggles 
only serve to maintain the status quo of exploitation 
imposed by capital in the last decade; at this point 
they've lost almost all of the gains won by the workers 
since the middle of the last century 

— Quintm Mina 

Translated from Spanish by Brown Douglas 
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RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor’s note: This text is excerpted from a tran- 
script of Dunayevskay a' s April 18, 1976, speech ti- 
tled, " Our Original Contribution to the Dialectic of 
the Absolute Idea as New Beginning: In Theory, and 
Leadership, and Practice. " As an explicit discussion 
of what Marxist -Humanism' s original contribution 
is, it is central to our projected new work of selected 
writings by Dunayevskay a on Marx. See pp. 9-10 of 
our Draft Perspectives Thesis, this issue, for more on 
this. The full document can be found in The Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection, #5622-30. 

We have to begin with what is new in our 
contribution, because we have been so anxious to 
stress we are a continuity from Marx and Lenin (and 
we certainly are), and we've been so anxious to stress 
that we couldn't possibly have been without Marx and 
Lenin (which again, we couldn't have been), that we 
have underplayed what is absolutely new, not just in 
relationship to a lot of nobodies who call themselves 
Marxists, but in relationship to our founders 
themselves. And because we have overemphasized 
their contribution, without which we couldn't possibly 
have been, it is necessary to then think backwards 
right now. 

No one was greater than Marx. No one needs to 
be convinced of that fact. However, when it comes to 
the Absolute Idea, it isn't only that the young Marx 
got so thoroughly disgusted with Absolutes by the 
time he discovered his new continent of thought, that 
he said that's the end of that, I'll return to it some 
other time. It is that when he did return — and in his 
greatest work he did — it was already as practice, and 
not as something that would help us grasp it by having 
a foundation. 

FOR EXAMPLE, AT THE height of Capital , 
we see him breaking up the Absolute Idea by 
speaking about the absolute general law of capitalist 
accumulation. But its opposite was always taken to be 
only the unemployed army — and not the absolutely, 
totally opposite which we take it to be now. Marx only 
mentioned it as "the new passions and new forces for 
the reconstruction of society." The negation of the 
negation at that point certainly wasn't spelled out. 1 

Lenin certainly paid a lot more attention to 
Absolute Idea. We have that chapter commented on 
more than any other chapter in Science of Logic. But he, 
too, had to concentrate, as all of us have to concentrate, 
on what is concrete for our age. What was concrete 
for his age was, as we know, the transformation into 
opposite. But he threw out the last half of the last 
paragraph of Absolute Idea and said, That doesn't 
make any difference. It did make a difference, and my 
Letters on the Absolute Idea of 1953 spend something 
like 12 pages arguing against him for leaving out that 
last half paragraph. 

EVEN MORE IMPORTANT, Chapter 1 of 
Capital was always in Lenin's mind as he was reading. 2 
We have stressed that Lenin says that Universal, 
Particular, Individual was exactly what Marx had in 
mind when he wrote Capital. But Lenin never says 
anything about fetishism. When he was referring to 
Universal, Particular and Individual, he was referring 
to the section just before the fetishism of commodities, 
when Marx explains how we came from barter to sales 
to money to capital. 

In other words, the fetishism of commodities, as the 
dead labor sucking the living labor, and as the fact that 
you not only were exploited, but you actually had become 
an appendage to a machine — that was not concrete for 
Lenin. In fact, at one point — even though it wasn't at the 
stage where he was working with the Absolute Idea — 
he was "taken in," so to speak, by the Taylor system. 3 He 
wondered whether that was just capitalistic, or whether 
it could be used if you had soviets and you saw that it 
wasn't exploitative, and so forth. 

SO THAT WHETHER we take our very founders, 
Marx and Lenin, or any of the Hegelian Marxists: 
Lukacs when he was at his best, Marcuse when he 
was at his best, Adorno when he was at his best, the 
East Europeans when they were at their best — in an 
actual revolution — no one, no one, had formulated or 
even given us any indication that if you are going to 
break your head over Absolute Idea, it would be as a 
new beginning. That's our original contribution. 

It isn't only that we did this great thing by saying 
Absolute isn't absolute in the ordinary sense of the 
word — it's the unity of theory and practice; Absolute 
isn't absolute in the bourgeois sense of the word — it's 
the question of the unity of the material and the ideal. 

1. See Marx's Capital, Vol. I (Penguin, 1990), pp. 928-29. 

2. Lenin's notes on Hegel frequently refer to Marx's Capital. 

3. Frederick Taylor developed a system of scientific manage- 

ment based on time-motion studies. In another context, 

Lenin referred to the Taylor system as "man's enslavement 

by the machine." See Lenin's Collected Works, Vol. 20, pp. 

152-54, and Vol. 27, pp. 258-59. 


Marxist-Humanism's originality 


But who ever said Absolute was a new beginning? 
None but us. And if we don't understand that original 
contribution — that we have to begin with the totality — 
then we won't know what a new beginning is. A new 
beginning could just be that we discovered the four 
forces of revolution. We're certainly very proud of 
that — but that isn't all we're saying. 

IN FACT, I WOULD SAY that if there's anything 
we do understand, it's the movement from practice. 
We certainly have that embedded in our being. We 
do understand that part of the Absolute. We do not 
understand the other part, Absolute Idea as second 
negativity. And until we do understand it, we will not be 
able to project. Therefore we must return to Chapter 1 of 
Philosophy and Revolution, and read it with altogether 
new eyes. It is not just that we're challenging, or 
threatening, or saying something that sounds great and 
philosophic, but all the ramifications of that. 

Hegel died in 1831. He was the greatest philosopher 
that ever lived. It is now 1976, and it was 1953 when I 
broke through on the three last syllogisms in Hegel's 
Philosophy of Mind. I never bothered to look up the 
philosophic scholars. I was sure they had dealt with it 
in their bourgeois way. I found out that nobody in the 
world had done it. It was then I found out that Hegel 
himself hadn't put them in until 1830, the year before 
he died. He had left it at Paragraph #574 in 1817. 4 I 
think the first time I saw anything written about it 
was in the 1960s and that was a whole decade after I 
developed it. 

Paragraph #574 says, "This is a summation of what 
I did, and what I did explains my conclusions, Absolute 
Idea." 5 So why did he suddenly decide to add three 
paragraphs? To say "a summation" evidently didn't 
satisfy him the year before he died. In the first of the 
three, Paragraph #575, Logic, Nature, Mind (the three 
volumes of Hegel's Encyclopaedia of the Philosophical 
Sciences) are not simply the names of what Hegel 
wrote. Nature, the center part, is not just the second 
book. The center part, the middle, contains the whole; 
it looks both forward and backward, and therefore, that 
is really the key point. 

MARX SAID THAT ANY proletarian could have 
told Hegel that he should have begun with material 
things first. Everyone says it's a good thing Lenin 
didn't know that's what Marx said, because he wouldn't 
have dared say, "Isn't that great that Hegel goes from 
Logic to Nature — he's extending a hand to historical 
materialism. Therefore, that chapter is the most 
central. The most ideal is really the most practical — 
terrific and magnificent!" 6 

I came to this part and said, if it turns both 
backward and forward, it isn't just the remembrance of 
things past, but Hegel's also seeing the future embedded 
in there. That means there must be a movement from 
practice to theory that is itself a form of theory. This 
was on May 12, 1953. There hadn't yet been the June 
17, 1953, revolt [in East Germany]. Everybody thought 
I was crazy — all this worry about what Stalin's death 
meant and that it wasn't going to stand still. It is the 
period from Marc h to June when Stalin died and when 

4. The 1817 first edition of Philosophy of Mind contained a dif- 
ferent version of the last three paragraphs, #575-77. They 
were dropped in the 1827 edition and appeared in their final 
version in the 1830 edition. 


5. This is not a quotation but a paraphrase of Paragraph #574. 


6. From Lenin's abstract of Hegel's Science of Logic. See Du- 
nayevskaya's English translation in the first edition of Marx- 
ism and Freedom (Bookman Associates, 1958), pp. 349, 352. 
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ism; world economy, revo- 
lutions in Africa, revolts 
in East Europe; new 
passions and new forces. 
To order, see p. 12. 
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Soweto Uprising, 1976 

from Hegel to Sartre, 
and from Marx to Mao 


by Raya Dunayevskaya 


the East German revolt broke out that we're concerned 
with — these few months. When I broke through on the 
Absolute Idea, May 12 and 20, it was in anticipation of 
what was actually occurring. 7 

In the next paragraph, #576, Nature becomes 
first, Mind becomes second, and Logic is the end. So 
now Mind is the middle, the mediation, the center, the 
greatness from which the whole flows. What did that 
mean to us in the Johnson-Forest Tendency? I said it 
meant we had to dig deeper into philosophy; we couldn't 
stop with state-capitalism. We must see that this was 
new — this movement from practice and this movement 
from theory are a unity. 

Paragraph #577 is even crazier than #575 and #576 
were. Hegel has lived all his life on Logic, but when he 
comes to #577, instead of turning it to let Logic now 
become the center, Hegel just throws it out altogether. 
He says what we're dealing with is Self-Thinking Idea. 
In the whole thing, he has one single tiny sentence on 
eternity after the Self-Thinking Idea which has thrown 
out, replaced, Logic. 

NOW IF THAT’S WHAT it means — and Hegel 
throws out his Logic — what could be greater? He says 
the Self-Thinking Idea is the self-bringing forth of 
liberty. That's when we already have it, the revolution 
is here, and everything is ready for not putting things 
off for the day after. It's right here and you better go do 

it and think it and everybody be part of the dialectic. 

* * * 

What do we mean by the cogency of dialectics of 
negativity for our period of mass revolutions? What do 
we mean by Absolute Idea as new beginning? When 
we keep stressing, correctly, that it's a unity of theory 
and practice, we do not know the double negation as 
being within each one.... I have stated many, many 
times that second negativity is not just when you come 
to the Absolute Idea, but that you experience second 
negativity at every single stage — and since everybody's 
always saying, "Don't give your first reaction, wait 
for second negativity," you would think we certainly 
understand second negativity. But until it becomes 
concrete, we don't. 

There is one thing that I want to include here, in 
relationship to Jean-Paul Sartre and Frantz Fanon on 
the question of Particular. We've always talked against 
the fixed Particular, nationalized property=socialism. 8 
But Universal, Particular and Individual are the 
three main categories of the Doctrine of the Notion. 9 
Particular is your first negation of the Universal when 
it's abstract, and Individual is the total concretization 
when it's Individualism which lets nothing interfere 
with its Universalism, that is, Freedom. 10 

THE IDEA IS THAT when it's not fixed, Particular 
is the way to get to the second negativity; there is no 
other way to get to it. And what Fanon expressed so 
passionately was that he did not mean that Negroes 
are not a Particular. He meant that Negritude is the 
Particular which is Universal. That is what he meant 
by "national consciousness that is not nationalism but 
is a form of internationalism." 11 He certainly did some 
very beautiful things on the difference between national 
consciousness that makes you proud of the heritage 
or makes you realize that this is a contribution, and 
nationalism which he absolutely rejected because he 
was a total internationalist and revolutionary. 

...THE FIXED PARTICULAR is absolutely 
wrong and will kill you. But when it's not fixed, when 
it's a stage in the development of the concretization, 
that is the only way to get to second negativity. 

What I'm trying to stress here are certain stages in 
Chapter 1 [of Philosophy and Revolution ] which must 
be grasped as concrete. You have to say to yourself: If 
Absolute Idea means new beginnings, it means that in 
talking to such and such a person, I have to present 
the whole of philosophy and Marxist-Humanism. It is 
not enough to say, "We agree with you on the question 
of welfare or whatever." The question of welfare or 
whatever becomes a way not only of you learning 
something from them, but of them having an awful 
lot to learn from you, because they get an entirely new 
interpretation of the problem that had been bothering 
them. 


7. Dunayevskaya's "Letters on Hegel's Absolutes" of May 12 
and 20, 1953, are available in The Philosophic Moment of 
Marxist-Humanism (News & Letters, 1989) and The Power 
of Negativity (Lexington Books, 2002). 

8. Dunayevskaya argued that Leon Trotsky made an "abstrac- 
tion of the Russian state, even after Stalinism had trans- 
formed it into its opposite, a state-capitalist society," thereby 
making a fixed particular of Russia's nationalized property, 
equating it to a "workers' state." See Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion, pp. 139-45. 

9. This refers to Book Three, "The Doctrine of the Notion," in 
Hegel's Science of Logic. 

10. In Paragraph 481 of Philosophy of Mind, Hegel wrote of 
"individuality. . .purified of all that interferes with its univer- 
salism, i.e., with freedom itself." 

11. In The Wretched of the Earth (Grove Press, 1963), Frantz 
Fanon wrote: "National consciousness, which is not nation- 
alism, is the only thing that will give us an international 
dimension" (p. 247). 
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A Japanese Marxist's view: 


Luxemburg, Dunayevskaya and 21st century socialism 


by Narihiko Ito 

At the beginning of April 1980 I received a letter 
from Raya Dunayevskaya. She introduced herself as a 
researcher on Rosa Luxemburg and wanted detailed 
information on the Inter- 
national Rosa Luxemburg 
Association which I was 
preparing to organize. 

Since April 1979 I had 
been at Mannheim Uni- 
versity in West Germany 
as a guest professor. On 
Dec. 24, 1979, the Soviet 
Army invaded Afghani- 
stan. I saw a TV press conference with Mr. Gromyko, 
Soviet Foreign Minister, on the military operations in 
Afghanistan. I thought it could not solve the problem in 
Afghanistan and that it would also promote the politi- 
cal and ideological collapse of Soviet Socialism itself. I 
thought we had to create a principle of the new Social- 
ism by studying Rosa Luxemburg's works and theory. 

At once I talked with Prof. Gilbert Badia in Paris 
about the establishment of an International Rosa Lux- 
emburg Association. I knew that Claudie Weill, Jac- 
queline Bois and Ilene Petit were studying Rosa Lux- 
emburg in Paris. In February 1980 we all gathered at 
Prof. Badia's house and decided to establish the Rosa 
Luxemburg Association (RLA). 

Dialogue from Network 

Recently, we were directed to an article in the 
March- April 2010 News & Letters, "Iranian workers en- 
ter the fray," by Raha, in which an isolated quote from 
one of our members was used to prove that a regres- 
sive repeat of the 1979 Islamic revolution was in store 
for Iran. The author claimed that NILU (the Network 
of Iranian Labor Unions) was set against advancing 
workers' independent interests because this would sup- 
posedly weaken the Green Movement's internal unity. 
Starting from this rather dubious premise, the author 
further claimed that there were clear parallels to be 
made between the present moment and 1979 when mil- 
lions of people blindly fell into the trap that Muslim 
fundamentalists had set for them. 

We are happy to inform the author and N&L read- 
ers that while there are many difficulties and perils at- 
tending the nascent democratic movement, a repeat of 
the Islamic Revolution is definitely not one of them. 

First, unlike the earlier generation with its all-too- 
familiar revolutionary-romantic/Manichean notions, 
the new generation is both more sophisticated and 
more canny as to who its friends and enemies are and 
the magnitude of the problems. For example, you can- 
not find one single individual — out of several million 
Greeners — that is taken in by Mir-Hossein Mousavi's 
personality, magnetism, political infallibility or mys- 
tical powers. When he announced his candidacy last 
Spring, few had any idea who he really was. For many, 
a vote for Mousavi was a vote against the system and 
a vote of no confidence against the regime itself. To- 
day, Mousavi enjoys widespread popularity because he 
has stood up to the dictatorship and hasn't caved in to 
the pressures and threats. His popularity would just as 
easily evaporate if he sells out to the system. 

Secondly, the present movement is distinctly demo- 
cratic in content and in its aims. While practically all 
the 1979 participants in one way or other called for 
some form of democracy, none wanted it for the other 
groups in the struggle. That is decidedly not the case 
today. Decades of living under dictatorial rule by cler- 
ics has taught everyone important lessons in civic re- 
sponsibility and tolerance. Even structurally, the Green 
Movement is made up of a vast number of small cells of 
like-minded people with lots of horizontal ties and few 
vertical ones. 

Thirdly, unlike the violence-prone 1979 revolution- 
aries, present-day Greeners show a remarkable antipa- 
thy towards indiscriminate and mindless violence. In 
fact, this could be said to be the closest to civil non-vio- 
lent struggle in memory. We welcome this development 
as a new form of struggle for social and political empow- 
erment for the third world and beyond (see: Frontline, 
"A Winning Strategy" at pbs.org). The South African 
model — where regime henchmen were given blanket 
clemency — is all the more critical for us because for 
millions of our devout fellow citizens, support for the re- 
gime is unfortunately equated with maintaining faith 
in God and the prophet. 

Finally, this brings us to the contention that our 
group is for subordinating workers' rights to some 
nebulous larger aims. What NILU member Homay- 
oun Pourzad was saying in that interview was not that 
workers should put on hold the promotion of their class 
interests or that women and young people should not 
advance their interests. Any cursory glance at our Eng- 
lish-language website, Iran Labor Report, would show 
that we are doing exactly opposite of what the N&L au- 
thor wrote we are doing or saying. (The same could be 


After the Paris meeting I visited Zurich to ask my 
old friend Theodor Pinkus, owner of the famous second- 
hand bookshop and activist, to act as General Secretary 
of the RLA. He willingly accepted. We decided the date 
of the RLA Founding Conference would be in Septem- 
ber 1980 in Zurich. 

After I came back to Ja- 
pan in April 1980, I received 
the letter from Dunayevskaya. 
She already knew of the RLA 
and sent me her article on 
Luxemburg from News & Let- 
ters. Our correspondence be- 
gan from that time. 

When she sent me her 
new book Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and 
Marx's Philosophy of Revolution ( RLWLMPR ) in 1982, 1 
was deeply impressed. I wanted to talk with her direct- 
ly and sent her an invitation to the Third International 
RLA Conference in Paris in May 1983. Unfortunately 
she could not come but sent a copy of her paper, "Femi- 
nist and Revolutionary," to be read to the Conference. 

I was thunderstruck at the news of her death in 
1987, as I lost an important thinker and theorist who 
deeply understood Luxemburg's and Marx's thought. 

❖ 

In 1991 1 received the second edition of RLWLMPR 
with a new foreword by Adrienne Rich which gave me 

of Iranian Labor Unions 

said of Zahra Rahnavard, also treated unfairly by the 
author.) In fact, we are helping with organizing the un- 
organized at great risk to our security and safety. 

What Pourzad said in the interview was that differ- 
ences among the various Green Movement contingents 
should not be allowed to aid the enemy to the detriment 
of the movement. Our movement is still rather weak 
while the enemy is ruthless, powerful and extremely 
cunning. What makes them even more dangerous is the 
special combination of religion and right-wing politics 
which they excel at exploiting with devastating results. 
For instance, there are currently over 40,000 volunteers 
signed up for suicide missions in Iran. In 2005-2006, 
the mighty U.S. Army was almost brought to its knees 
in Iraq by less than 1,000 suicide mission volunteers. 

The analogy is not unlike the Weimar Republic be- 
fore Hitler's rise to power. Had the liberals, socialists 
and communists united against Hitler, instead of at- 
tacking one another, the Nazis would probably not have 
been able to capture power in 1933 or even later. We 
are at a historic juncture which we could ill afford to 
miss. Any move that makes us weaker must be avoided. 
Class, gender and ethnic differences must be respected 
and articulated comradely and amicably. This was and 
remains the gist of our position. 

— The Network of Iranian Labor Unions 

April 17, 2010 

Editor's note: Below we reprint the paragraphs 
where Raha, the author of the article in question, "Ira- 
nian workers enter the fray, " quotes The Network of Ira- 
nian Labor Unions. See March-April News & Letters. 

"Reports from southern Iran point to heavy securi- 
ty presence in the oil fields to crush any work stoppage 
by the oil workers. According to a union activist from 
the Network of Iranian Labor Unions, 'the nucleus of 
the movement is in place and once the situation allows 
for it, there will be a huge mushrooming of independent 
labor unions... we are focusing on organizing labor to 
bring the country to a halt if need be.... We think labor 
is poised to play a strategic role.'" 

* * * 

"The same is true of other forces, especially the 
women's liberation movement. Surprisingly, Zahra 
Rahnavard's latest interview, while insisting on wom- 
en's rights, states that just as in 1979, women need to 
subsume their demands under the general needs of the 
movement. Have we not learned from 1979 that the 
'general' cannot float in air outside the 'particulars,' 
that the whole cannot be without the parts lest it be 
an abstract whole? Will the Iranian women who have 
fought valiantly for so long once again have their de- 
mands postponed until after 'victory' is achieved? 

"Unfortunately this attitude has made inroads 
into the labor movement. When asked about the Green 
movement, Homayoun Pourzad, a labor activist, states, 
'The movement supporting Mousavi is a broad nation- 
al-democratic front: we are all working with a sort of 
minimum program.... We do not have any illusions that 
anyone in the leadership of the Green Movement is 
100% on board with workers' rights, but this is not the 
time to discuss that.' Why not? 

"Didn't we witness the 1979 revolution get aborted 
when all the concrete demands for a new way of life got 
completely submerged under anti-imperialism without 
a thought to what happens the day after?..." 



more details of Dunayevskaya' s life. I contributed an 
article to the Jan. -Feb. 1992 News & Letters titled "Karl 
Marx and Rosa Luxemburg are revolutionaries for our 
time" that indicated the following points: 

First, that Dunayevskaya linked Luxemburg's life 
for the first time with the history of the women's lib- 
eration movement. There had been a misunderstanding 
that Luxemburg had no interest in the "Woman Ques- 
tion." Dunayevskaya connected Luxemburg's thought 
to today's women's movement. 

I wrote: "Raya Dunayevskaya showed very clearly 
in her book the reason why Rosa Luxemburg refused to 
be pigeonholed into the 'Woman Question'. It was her 
protest against the 'male chauvinism' of the leaders of 
the German Social Democratic Party at that time. In 
this sense, it is very important that Dunayevskaya shed 
new light on Luxemburg's activities at the Internation- 
al Socialist Women's Conference at Stuttgart in 1907. 
It is also her unique view that the essential reason for 
the break with Jogiches was Luxemburg's self-develop- 
ment after her experiences of the Russian Revolution 
in 1906. Dunayevskaya hit the nail on the head when 
she pointed out that Luxemburg's 'greatest intellectual 
accomplishments occurred after the break.'" 

Secondly, Dunayevskaya shed new light on the rela- 
tion between Luxemburg and the "Black Dimension" — 
in other words, the brutal invasion of Imperialism into 
the non-capitalistic area (the Third World) about which 
Luxemburg clearly wrote in Accumulation of Capital. 

The third point was Dunayevskaya' s special atten- 
tion on Marx's last works: the Ethnological Notebooks, 
drafts of letters to Vera Zasulitch, the French edition 
of Capital and the Critique of the Gotha Program. Du- 
nayevskaya proved that Marx continued his theoretical 
activities as a revolutionary until his death. 

❖ 

In 1992 when I read Dunayevskaya' s essay written 
in February 1941, "The Union of Soviet Socialist Repub- 
lics Is a Capitalist Society," I supported her view. But 
re-reading it I noticed that I had not understood clearly 
the following: 

"Because we did not clearly understand the class 
nature of the present Soviet state, the Soviet Union's 
integral participation in the Second Imperialist World 
War came as a monstrous surprise. The Red Army 
march on Poland, the bloody conquest of part of Fin- 
land and the peaceful conquest of the Baltic states 
proved that the Stalinized Red Army had no more con- 
nection with the spirit, purpose and content of October 
[1917] than has the Stalinist state, whose armed might 
it is. What an abhorrent relapse from the conquests of 
October are the Stalinist conquests!" 

In December 1979, facing the military invasion of 
the Soviet Army into Afghanistan, I realized the "End 
of Soviet Socialism" has come and started the Interna- 
tional RLA. Dunayevskaya in 1941 recognized that the 
"Stalinized Red Army had no more connection with the 
spirit, purpose and content of October." 

The expression "Global Capitalism" is often used. 
It means "Capitalism globally widens its invasion over- 
all in the world." It does not mean "Capitalism became 
global without states." Luxemburg was consistently 
against the existence of the "State." She always said 
that "Socialism cannot co-exist with the State" and pos- 
ited several kinds of "Autonomy" by the people against 
the "State." 

When Dunayevskaya insisted that "The Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics Is a Capitalist Society" it 
meant that capitalism, the state and military violence 
are one unit which is fundamentally different from so- 
cialism which will be composed without capitalism, the 
state and military violence. 

By re-reading her works in this Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya Centenary Year, can we see what kind of society 
should be created in the 21st Century? 


From Rosa Luxemburg, 
Women 's Liberation and 
Marx ’s Philosophy of 
Revolution on socialist 
democracy: 

"...not only is 
there a need for a 
great deal more 
democracy, 
for different 
tendencies to 
express themselves, 
but even for a totally new concept of 
democracy, like Luxemburg’s." 

To order your copy, see p. 12 


YJce'j, 
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IRAN: SUPPORT MANSOUR OSANLOO! 

According to human rights and de- 
mocracy activists in Iran, Mansour Osan- 
loo, the leader of the Tehran and Munici- 
pality Vahed Bus Syndicate, was taken 
on Tuesday, April 13, to the forensic com- 
mission in one of the hospitals in the city 
of Karaj in shackles. He spent nine hours 
going through various examinations. 
Osanloo is suffering from ailments rang- 
ing from acute heart problems, back ache 
requiring surgery, and problems with his 
eyes. The shackles on his ankles were 
clearly making visible marks. 

The doctors of the forensic commis- 
sion have more than three times certified 
that he is not fit to be serving jail sen- 
tences. Based on the existing laws, those 
receiving certificates for not being fit to 
serve sentences must be released to re- 
ceive necessary treatments. 

Several labor groups worldwide have 
called for Osanloo's immediate release 
from prison. Please join them. (See http:// 
iranlaborreport.com/) 

Labor and solidarity activist 
Midwest 


WILMA MANKILLER 

Native American poet Joy Harjo 
wrote this tribute on her blog on April 6: 

Wilma Mankiller Left This World for 
the Next This Morning 

No words. 

She leaves a trail of blessings. 

May she travel well. 

And may we find a way to lift up our 
heads from our grief. 

What fol- 
lowed was a note 
from the Okla- 
homa Cherokee 
Nation, excerpt- 
ed here: 

Our per- 
sonal and na- 
tional hearts 
are heavy with 
sorrow and sad- 
ness with the 
passing of Wilma Mankiller, our former 
Principal Chief.... We are a stronger tribal 
nation because of her example of Chero- 
kee leadership, statesmanship, humility, 
grace, determination and decisiveness. 
Years ago, she and her husband Charlie 
Soap showed the world what Cherokee 
people can do when given the chance, 
when they organized the self-help water 
line in the Bell community. Her gift to us 
is the lesson that our lives and future are 
for us to decide. Wilma asked that any 
gifts in her honor be made as donations 
to One Fire Development Corporation, 
1220 Southmore Houston, TX 77004. 
Tax deductible donations can be made at 
www.wilmamankiller.com as well as 
www. onefiredevelopment.org. 

Tim Finnigan 
Illinois 



SPAIN'S 'RIGHT-WING CONSPIRACY' 

It has been reported that Spain's 
most high-profile judge, Baltasar Garzon, 
is going to stand trial for overreaching his 
powers over an inquiry into the Franco 
regime. It is the Spanish right wing's at- 
tempt to destroy the historical memory 
of Spain, and erase from collective con- 
sciousness the blood-stained hands of the 
Franco regime and its supporters. 

Garzon should be applauded, not 
prosecuted. He has gone after famous 
mass-murderers such as Henry Kissing- 
er, Augusto Pinochet, Osama bin-Laden. 
I see him as being like the "Madres de 
la plaza" in Argentina, who tirelessly 
remind the world not to forget the many 
youth and workers who were murdered at 
the hands of right-wing governments. 

President Obama should issue a 
statement of support for Judge Garzon. 
If he wins his case in Spain, it could set 
an example for countries like Argentina, 
Chile, South Africa, and yes, even here in 
the U.S., to go after those who have com- 
mitted crimes against humanity, no mat- 
ter how long ago. Anti-fascist 

California 


READERS'VIEWS 



HOUSING IS A HUMAN RIGHT 

On January 19-20, under the banner 
"House Keys Not Handcuffs," members of 
LA Community 
Action Network, 
the Western Re- 
gion Advocacy 
Project (WRAP), 
converged in 
San Francisco to 
demonstrate for 

an "end to the criminalization of home- 
lessness and poverty." Following the ral- 
ly, 1,000 protesters marched up Market 
Street to the Federal Building, demand- 
ing real change. 

There is a shortage of over 100,000 
affordable housing units and thousands 
of units in slum condition in the city of 
L.A. Loitering laws are often enforced to 
criminalize the homeless and displace 
them in the interest of gentrification. 
Today, dropping a cigarette butt is a mis- 
demeanor and a jailable offense where 
previously a littering citation was given. 

An elderly Black man who experi- 
enced racism during the Civil Rights 
Movement likened that situation to the 
way the Department of Justice is denying 
civil rights to the poor, the homeless and 
the downtrodden today. As one protester 
said, "We demand homes, not handcuffs." 

Basho 
Los Angeles 


RAISING VOICES FOR JUSTICE 

When a jury deadlocked in the trial 
of a former Memphis police officer ac- 
cused of beating up a transgendered 
woman, the judge in the case declared 
a mistrial. Bridges McRae had been ac- 
cused of violating Duanna Johnson's civil 
rights. Surveillance video shows McRae 
punching Johnson while she was being 
processed on a prostitution charge. After 
nearly four days of deliberations, eleven 
jurors believed McRae was guilty. One 
thought he was not. The prosecution says 
it may want a new trial. 

It is more important than ever to 
show that we stand on the side of justice. 
Our Raise Your Voice group urges the 
community to stand with Duanna as we 
have stood with her since the beginning 
of this case. 

Gay and Lesbian Community Center 
Memphis 


ISRAEL: GAGGING ON ITS ORDER 

This story is a testament to the Inter- 
net. And to Anat Kam, the whistleblower 
who is widely regarded in Israeli security 
circles as a traitor and will probably soon 
be charged with treason. Anat, a 23-year- 
old journalist, passed on a "hit list" of 
Palestinians living in the West Bank. The 
Shin Bet (Israeli secret police) protocol 
stated that if these "wanted" figures are 
identified during the course of a military 
action, permission is granted to carry out 
"an interception." Nice language for ex- 
ecution without trial. 

This is a big story, but until now no 
Israeli newspapers could publish it be- 
cause a judge issued a gag order at the 
Shin Bet's request. Every news outlet in 
Israel front-paged the story, once the gag 
order was lifted. It would never have re- 
ceived such widespread attention had the 
Israeli authorities not tried to hide it in 
the first place — and had the Internet not 
cloned the story through every webpage 
eager to expose state secrets. 

Israel has been playing defense ever 
since the Gaza Campaign, trying to keep 
its senior politicians and officers out 
of European courts on charges of war 
crimes. 

I say Praise the whistleblowers and 


all those who turned on the Internet 
lights, making it impossible for the au- 
thorities to turn them off again. 

Gila Svirsky 
Jerusalem / Nahariya 


TIBETAN MONKS 

For state-capitalists, during any cri- 
sis, their first priority is security for them- 
selves — to contain and prevent organizing 
by anybody deemed a threat to their au- 
thority. That's exactly what's happening 
right now in Yushu, China, in Qinghai 
province, where the Tibetan monks were 
the first responders, after the recent dev- 
astating quake there. Those are the very 
monks who have been demonized for 15 
years as potential enemies of the state. 

The Chinese regime better not step 
too far. Many of the Chinese soldiers 
worked side by side with the Tibetan 
monks before the authorities banned 
them from the area. Soldiers, like work- 
ers in the frontlines, have "a mind of their 
own." Once their anger reaches a point 
of no return over how their government 
cares squat about quake victims and 
more about politics, all the propaganda 
in the world against ethnic minorities 
will not stop Chinese soldiers from turn- 
ing against their own government. It will 
make Tianamen look like small potatoes. 

Asian American 
California 


MARX AND METHODOLOGY 

Marx eschewed discussions of philo- 
sophical/moral questions and turned to 
human sciences: economy, anthropology. 
He took seriously the task for philoso- 
phers to change the world. He did not in- 
sist on a purely materialist perspective, 
but rather a methodological one. The 
revolutionary movement is the nature of 
the epoch we're in the middle of. We don't 
have all the answers, but with sound 
methodology there can be progressive ap- 
proximations that produce a more solid 
foundation to reach to higher ground. 
When you enter the dark room, with the 
dialectic you can explore it soundly. 

Joe 
Bay Area 


HAITI AND HEGEL 

The Black/Red view in the March- 
April N&L was a good companion to the 
Lead article on Haiti in the same issue. 
The fact that a revolution in Haiti had an 
effect on Hegel's ideas of freedom is still 
to be understood. As far as I know, Susan 
Buck-Morss is the only one who is project- 
ing that Hegel was affected by the Hai- 
tian revolution in developing his ideas. 
Yet I think she should have taken Hegel 
to task. He could have at least had a 
footnote that mentioned that revolution. 
The intellectuals don't look to unwashed 
masses for ideas because they think that 
ideas come only from intellectuals. 

David M'Oto 
Bay Area 

*** 

Chile's earthquake was 500 times 
stronger yet its devastation was a small 
fraction of Haiti's. That comparison is 
very instructive, showing the decades of 
economic restructuring and a centuries 
long colonial and post-colonial interven- 
tion in Haiti, which was deliberately un- 
derdeveloped. The logic of the current 
aid to Haiti is really a cover for the coup 
that ousted Aristide and methodically re- 
moved social activists. 

Tom 
Bay Area 


VOICES FROM 
WITHIN 

Your paper 
highlights oppres- 
sions all over the 
globe. I wish you 
would expose the 
"profiteers," the 
governments and 
corporations who profit hugely from the 
problems they create. Their dirty deeds 
are just excuses to justify their high-pay- 
ing but meaningless jobs and positions. 
The peaceful protest turns ugly when po- 
lice start hurting people and in the end 
they use these incidents for overtime pay, 
and then time off plus more money to re- 
spond to the next protest. They collect bil- 
lions, 90% of which goes into their pock- 
ets. We live in a spook 'em, oppress 'em, 
and collect from 'em country that could 
not care less about real freedom and de- 
mocracy. 

Incarcerated 
Crescent City, California 

Editor's note: Donations to our pris- 
oners subscription fund pay for prisoners 
to receive N&L. Can you help? 



FOR MARY JOAN 


Mary Jo Grey loved sports and made 
sure it made its way into her column, 
"Women Worldwide." When anything 
happened concerning Title IX, the law 
that prohibited sexual discrimination 
under any education program or activ- 
ity receiving Federal financial assistance, 
Mary Jo was on top of it. 

This paragraph gives the flavor of 
how she saw women in sports: "Pat Sum- 
mitt — who became head coach of the 
University of Tennessee women's basket- 
ball team three years after Title IX was 
passed, and nurtured her fledgling team 
for years by tacking recruitment post- 
ers on trees, playing before a handful of 
people, and washing the team uniforms 
herself — became the winningest coach 
among women and men in Division I col- 
lege history with her 880th victory." 

Just reading that column gives one a 
real history of women's struggle for free- 
dom. We'll greatly miss the unique voice 
that Mary Jo imparted to News & Letters. 

Terry Moon 
Chicago 

I am deeply saddened that such a 
kind, dedicated, valuable Marxist-Hu- 
manist has been lost to time. 

Anna Maillon 
California 

It's significant to me that MJ started 
with N&LC when it was in Detroit and 


moved to Chicago with the organization 
because that is what was needed in 1984. 
I think living in Detroit in the 1960s-70s 
is what helped shape her world view. 

Something I shared with MJ was a 
struggle with "philosophy" in its most 
abstract sense. I believe this was shown 
in what she took on — staffing the office, 
the concrete work of physically putting to- 
gether the paper, dealing with the hous- 
ing/transportation/food coordination and 
committees around the plenums/conven- 
tions. It was making philosophy concrete 
in her day-to-day existence, as well as 
presenting it to others, that gave her life 
such meaning. 

Erica Rae 
Illinois 

*** 

It was an honor to work with her 
and share many Marxist -Humanist mo- 
ments. Please let me know what kind of 
arrangements are being made to honor 
her. 

Jerry Kagan 
Chicago 

*** 

Editor's note: Plans are underway 
for a memorial meeting in May to honor 
Mary Joan. The date, time and place will 
be announced as soon as they are final- 
ized. We want to thank all those who have 
responded so quickly to the shocking news 
of her death. 
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coming out strongly for teacher firings. 

The mounting fights against cutbacks in public 
services have brought youth alongside labor. States 
are cutting school budgets so severely that a national 
day of action initiated at the University of California 
was held on March 4 (see "No to Education Cuts!" 
March-April N&L). At over 100 campuses, thousands 
of students — from college to grade school — took part 
along with teachers and workers, opposing layoffs 
and tuition hikes. High school and college students 
occupied buildings at UC Santa Cruz, UCLA and the 
Baltimore Juvenile Justice Center. Student walkouts at 
high schools and middle schools indicate the depths of 
the movement. One Detroit teacher told N&L that this 
goes beyond a struggle for jobs: 

"Education as labor can't be separated from a 
concept of a human society. The healthcare workers in 
the Maryland Freedom Union in 1966 who said, 'We are 
on strike for our patients, too,' and have been saying 
that ever since, captured how sharply the alienation of 
labor stands out when people are on the receiving end — 
even more clearly than when labor produces things. It 
includes the human pain caused by education under 
capitalism, and, against that, efforts both by educators 
'as labor' and by parents, community, students and 
educators and their organizations as demanding that 
education create 'fully developed human beings' (Karl 
Marx's words in Capital)." 

All these struggles face the perils created by the 
Great Recession, with 6.5 million people unemployed 
for over six months in March, far higher than anytime 
since the 1930s Depression. African Americans are 
as always hardest hit, with an understated official 
unemployment rate of 16.5%, and 41.1% for Black 
teenagers. Homelessness has risen so much that the 
number of people living on the streets of New York shot 
up 34% in a year. These are no mere cyclical conditions, 
but the outgrowth of permanent structural changes in 
the economy since the crisis of the mid-1970s. 

B. Crisis rooted in production 

The roots of the persistant economic crisis go far 
beyond the housing bubble and the dirty dealings of 
finance capital. Crisis is in the very innards of capitalist 
production. Far from being defined by things — money, 
commodities — capital is a social relation involving 
the domination of dead labor (chiefly machinery) over 
living labor. Profit is an expression of surplus value, 
the unpaid hours of labor extracted from workers. Since 
accumulation of capital spells out more and more dead 
labor in proportion to living labor, the rate of profit — 
the ratio of surplus value to total capital — tends to fall. 2 

Labor is the only source of value and surplus- value, 
but capital can't employ labor on the same relative 
scale when ever greater amounts of capital confront the 
worker. Automation puts this process into overdrive. 
A new stage of automated production took root after 
World War II destroyed vast amounts of capital, enough 
to keep general crisis at bay for three decades. 

But by the mid-1970s crisis broke out. The rate 
of profit had declined to the point where the resulting 
lack of investment meant a stagnation that could not be 
cured by ordinary medicines like recession. 

The series of massive financial bubbles that have 
blown up since the double recession that opened the 
1980s reflects the flight of capital from productive 
investment to speculation. Because the crisis is inherent 
in capitalist production's dependence on alienated labor 
as the only source of value, neither financial bubbles nor 
immense Keynesian state expenditures have achieved 
more than a temporary amelioration from today's Great 
Recession. Even in the richest land, the U.S., millions 
are facing years without jobs. Tens of millions have had 
to turn to soup kitchens or food banks — skyrocketing 
to one out of four people in the Memphis, Tenn., area. 

MASSIVE DEFICIT SPENDING to stave off 
collapse is seen as unsustainable, and restoring the 
rate of profit would require destruction of capital on an 
immense scale — which at the end of the 1930s took the 
form of World War II. 

In spite of this horrendous cost of total war as 
what it took to restart capital accumulation in the U.S.- 
led post-WWII economy, some Marxists, who identify 
socialism with the state, still situate today's general 
crisis of stalled accumulation not, as Marx insisted, 
in production, but rather in the market, in what John 
Maynard Keynes called "lack of demand." 

In the February 2010 Monthly Review , John 
Bellamy Foster reasserts the position of Paul Baran 
and Paul Sweezy in Monopoly Capital (1966), writing 
that "the main economic constraint was no longer the 
generation of surplus [value], but rather its absorption, 

1. e., a chronic lack of effective demand." 

This assertion is repeated in spite of the fact that 
the collapse in the rate of generation of surplus value 
in the world economy was so obvious and deep by the 
mid-1970s that, as Dunayevskaya pointed out at the 
time, it had bour geois economists citing Marx on the 

2. This analysis is elaborated in "Today's Epigones Who Try to 
Truncate Marx's Capital. " See footnote 1. 


falling rate of profit. Marx directly answered those who 
claimed the crisis is one of "lack of effective demand" 
by pointing out that crises are always preceded by 
periods when workers are actually consuming a greater 
share of the annual product. Market demand was never 
greater than at the moment the speculative real estate 
bubble burst, bringing on the present protracted crisis. 

THE SHIFT FROM PRODUCTION to finance 
may have temporarily boosted "effective demand" but it 
also deepened the impact of the day of reckoning. Foster 
sees financialization of the economy as a reflection of a 
new stage of "stagnation within production" in general, 
but for Marx the decline in the rate of profit is specifically 
created by the decrease in living labor relative to dead 
labor or machines. That is not just an arithmetic ratio 
but a social relationship of domination of dead labor, 
technology, over living labor — in other words, the 
inversion of subject and object in production. There is no 
way out except 
through workers 
overcoming 
that inversion. 

Marxist- 
Humanism' s 
anti-capitalism 
is not narrowly 
"economic" but 
points to how 
labor as self- 
developing 
subject is 

the absolute 
opposite of 

capitalism' s 
alienated labor. 

Revolution 
by masses in 
motion is needed 
to establish a 
new society 
based on freely 
associated labor. 

It is high 

time to raise the Marxist-Humanist banner of totally 
new human foundations for the world economy, based 
on a qualitatively different kind of labor. Marxist- 
Humanism is a body of ideas born out of the specificity 
of our age. It is in the post-World War II era that 
automation took root, bringing not only permanent 
unemployment and continuous speed-up, de-skilling 
and elimination of jobs but new questions from below. 
Marxist-Humanism's birth is intertwined with the coal 
miners' general strike of 1949-50, when the miners 
moved from questions of the fruits of labor to what kind 
of labor human beings should do, including challenging 
the separation of mental and manual labor. 3 

To meet this challenge, publishing a new book of 
selected writings by Raya Dunayevskaya on Marx is a 
central perspective for News and Letters Committees, 
provided it is understood as an intervention into the 
freedom movements and the battle of ideas. 

C. Healthcare battles reveal the 
menace from the Right 

An important aspect of the restructuring is the 
shifting of spiraling healthcare costs more and more to 
workers, resulting in bankruptcies and foreclosures. 

Amid a vicious class war of capital against workers, 
it seemed impossible for the U.S. to achieve what every 
other industrialized country has: universal healthcare. 
Yet workers kept insisting that if trillions could be found 
to fund wars and bank bailouts, then the state could 
afford to fund adequate social services. 

The healthcare bill just passed is being hailed as 
the most important social legislation since the 1960s. 
Much was achieved that would never have been won 
without long struggle — including advances in the ability 
of people with disabilities to receive home care rather 
than being forced into institutions. It took a century 
to get this Republican-style bill, with its concessions to 
insurance corporations and its retrogressive provisions. 
In a compromise with reactionary anti-abortion 
Democrats, President Obama issued an executive order 
"to establish an adequate enforcement mechanism" 
for the Hyde Amendment, which denies abortion 
funding to poor women. What couldn't get a hearing in 
bourgeois politics and media was "single-payer," and, 
more importantly, labor's perspective in the healthcare 
workplace, fighting over the right to deliver quality 
care, which is implicitly a challenge to alienated labor. 

SOMEHOW THE PROSPECT of extending 
health insurance to millions of people who can't afford 
it or are rejected due to pre-existing conditions has for a 
year been the excuse for hysterical racist outbursts from 
the Right. Last year's racist picket signs and gun-toting 

3. See "On the 60th Anniversary of the Coal Miners' General 
Strike: Automation and Marxist-Humanism's Birth," Jan.- 
Feb N&L, and A 1980's View, The Coal Miners' General 
Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in the 
U.S. by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya (News & Let- 
ters: 1984). 


visits to town hall meetings have sprouted into death 
threats aimed at politicians who voted for the bill, a 
severed home propane line, bricks through windows. 

The increasingly bloodthirsty tone of the Right 
has been encouraged by politicians like Karl Rove, 
who described the perpetrators as people "motivated 
by deep concern about our country to get involved in 
politics," and Sarah Palin, who called on her followers 
to "reload," coupled with a map showing rifle crosshairs 
drawn over Congressional districts represented by 
selected healthcare reform supporters. 

WHILE POLITICIANS AND PUNDITS are 
downplaying "isolated incidents," the far Right's 
ferocity, if left unchecked, opens the door to terrorism 
like the Feb. 18 airplane attack by Joseph Stack III 
on the IRS building in Texas, which killed employee 
Vernon Hunter but elicited sympathy from Republicans 
Sen. Scott Brown and Rep. Steve King. 

Democratic anti- 
abortion leader Rep. 
Bart Stupak, who held 
the healthcare bill 
hostage, was called a 
"baby killer" on the 
floor of the House by 
another Representative 
and received a death 
threat to himself and 
his children. That is 
only a taste of what 
Dr. George Tiller 
received at the hands of 
murderous "pro-lifers" 
who included him on an 
online hit list of abortion 
providers with names, 
addresses and pictures; 
had him put on trial on 
trumped-up charges; 
firebombed his clinic; 
tried to murder him in 
1993, and succeeded in 
2009. Since 1976 this 
war on women killed four doctors, two receptionists, 
a clinic escort and a guard. Yet both Republicans and 
Democrats have avoided calling these acts "terrorism." 

White supremacist militias and others held 
"Second Amendment" rallies on the 15th anniversary 
of the Oklahoma City bombing by homegrown right- 
wing terrorist Timothy McVeigh, who had links to such 
militias. On the eve of the anniversary, some Oklahoma 
state legislators announced that they are working with 
Tea Partiers to pass a law recognizing a "volunteer 
militia" to defend against federal "infringements" on 
state's rights. 

D. Labor internationally: 
revolt from Greece to Chipa 

Restructuring taken out of the hide of labor is 
exacting a toll worldwide. Serious tensions have come 
to the surface among the 16 countries that use j;he Euro 
as their currency. Especially troubled is Greece, where 
Wall Street firms helped the previous government cover 
up deficit spending exceeding Eurozone rules. Germany 
is demanding an austerity program to protect the 
Euro's value. At the cost of possibly renewing recession 
in Europe, Germany's Prime Minister Angela Merkel 
sees this crisis as an opportunity to extract concessions 
from workers in Europe's weaker economies, robbing 
from paychecks, pensions and social services to give to 
capital. Workers in Greece are fighting for the workers 
of Europe — if the rulers succeed in imposing austerity 
in Greece, other countries are sure to follow. 

Greece's Socialist Party government is complying, 
sparking a series of strikes, occupations and protests. 
Three general strikes were held in February and March, 
with slogans such as, "Workers shouldn't pay for the 
bankers' crisis," and, "We must become their crisis." 
Workers fired from the privatized Olympic Airlines 
occupied the State Accounting Office for 10 days. This 
was joined by municipal workers during their four-day 
strike, in which workers occupied garbage collection 
centers throughout the country. Temporary public 
workers, textile workers and electrical workers have 
engaged in occupations and strikes. Students have 
supported labor with occupations on college campuses. 

CHINA, LESS HURT by the Great Recession, 
shows a different side, as the new station for 
manufacturing capital shifted from deindustrializing 
countries — yet labor revolt there is widespread 
and frequent. Since the 1974-75 recession, we have 
experienced two generations of worldwide capitalist 
restructuring. Workers still employed have paid through 
their own impoverishment for corporate "prosperity." 
The uprooting of production far exceeds last century's 
movement of the textile industry to Southern mill 
towns. U.S. capitalism has been shored up by the sweat 
of workers in China and elsewhere, profiting from 
substandard wages as well as from the costs of workers' 

continued on p. 8 
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safety and environmental devastation. The January 
strike at Wintek in Suzhou was not only over the threat 
of losing bonus pay, but against the killer chemical 
n-hexane used to clean the screens destined for Apple. 

Recapitulating what Marx labeled "so-called 
primitive accumulation" of capital, displaced workers 
from rural provinces, "undocumented" without legal 
rights, have erected the infrastructure of modern China. 
Even as the army of the unemployed has ballooned to 
200 million, young workers, especially teenage girls, 
have had a lifetime of labor squeezed out of them in just 
a decade to fuel 20 years of China's hothouse economic 
expansion. As yet another expression of capitalism's 
laws of development, state-capitalist China hosting 
multinational capital is no model for humanity to follow 
if we are to have a future. 

II. Development: 
capitalist accumulation 
or revolution? 

"So long as the motive force of production 
continues to he the accumulation of surplus value 
( or unpaid hours of labor) — whether for private plants 
or for state spaceships — the straining of the ruling class 
to appropriate the full 24 
hours of man's labor still 
fails to create sufficient 
capital to industrialize the 
'backward' lands.... The 
world economy must have 
totally new foundations 
operated by motive forces 
other than mere machine 
building and private 
or state profit. Only a 
qualitatively different 
kind of labor, one that 
comes from the release of 
the creative energies of 
the common people, can 
reconstruct the world on 
new human foundations." 

— Raya Dunayevskaya 4 

A. Haiti after the quake 

Marxist-Humanist analyses showed that the same 
laws of value and surplus- value, and of concentration and 
centralization of capital, that shape the industrialized 
countries' economic crisis, are the determinants for the 
trajectories of "developing" economies too — when the 
masses are not allowed their self-activity. 

Thus, our Lead on "Haiti's Earthquake Reveals 
Living Roots of Revolution" (March-April N&L), 
grasped the country's history of revolution and 
counter-revolution, revealing the meaning of neoliberal 
"development": "The flood of cheap U.S. 'Miami rice' and 
other subsidized products wiped out Haiti's traditional 
peasant agriculture, flooding Port-au-Prince with 
unemployed, cheap laborers. These policies contributed 
to making vast areas of Port-au-Prince the poorly built 
death traps they became... 

"The U.S., and the Haitian elite it supported, did 
nothing to prepare for this devastating earthquake 
which was long predicted. The neoliberal vision for 
Haiti has worked to enrich a small, elite sector which 
based its profits on sweatshops and imports of rice, 
beans and corn, rather than domestic production. It 
helped create a huge gap between Haiti's wealthiest 
people and the rest of the population.... 

"The response to the earthquake hints at an 
entirely different logic of development. The kind of self- 
organization and cooperation happening in Haiti today 
has deep roots in the historic struggles of the people for 
freedom. It is resolutely opposed to the dehumanizing 
logic of the sweatshop, that iron fist of globalized capital." 

The poorest, most oppressed country in the Western 
Hemisphere reveals the future for large sections of even 
the most "advanced" countries unless the capitalist 
form of development is cast aside, making it imperative 
not only to resist but to be armed with a philosophy of 
revolution in permanence. 

B. The great land grab 

The question of different paths of development 
is being raised in the midst of a global struggle over 
control of land and food production. Land in Africa, 
Latin America, Asia and the former USSR is being 
taken by foreign investors for industrial agriculture 
for export. Often billed as "unused" or "waste" land, it 
is generally used by communities, and the takeovers 
drive out small farmers, peasants — in many regions the 
majority are women — who grow crops for food. 

This land grab is sold as a tool for development 
because small farmers, particularly in Africa, tend 
to produce less grain per acre than the corporate- 


4. Nationalism, Communism, Marxist -Humanism and the 
Afro-Asian Revolutions (News and Letters, 1984), pp. 13, 24. 


controlled industrial agriculture that is trying to crowd 
them out. For capital, this is development. Not so for 
the human beings driven off the land, often into urban 
slums. Dunayevskaya captured this dynamic, showing 
that capital sufficient to industrialize the "backward" 
lands will not be available so long as the determinant 
is the accumulation of surplus value — that is, unpaid 
hours of labor. In other words, capital's own laws 
of development preclude it from developing these 
countries. From the start of the African revolutions in 
the 1950s, this analysis was projected in our pamphlet 
on Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and 
the Afro-Asian Revolutions, which is to be excerpted in 
the new book. 

WITH THE WORLD FOOD CRISIS of 2008, 
wealthier food-importing countries sought new food 
sources and investors saw an alternative source of 
profits. Finance capital and agribusiness spearheaded 
the new land grab with state support — with a large role 
played by Brazil, China and Arab Gulf states. 5 

This means that land and water that could have 
been used to sustain local communities — or left alone to 
protect the ecology that communities' lifeways depend 
on — is devoted to water-intensive, chemical-intensive, 
energy-intensive farming of food and biofuels for export, 
depleting the soil until the investors move on. 

The Observer reported that up to 125 million acres 
of African land — bigger than California — have been 
acquired in the last few years 
or are under negotiation. One 
Ethiopian from the Gambella 
region is quoted: 

"It is a myth propagated 
co by the government and 
| investors to say that there is 
^ waste land or land that is not 

CD 

^ utilised in Gambella. Foreign 
| companies are arriving in 
£ large numbers, depriving 
people of land they have 
used for centuries. There 
is no consultation with the 
indigenous population. Deals 
are done secretly. The only 
thing the local people see is 
people coming with lots of 
tractors to invade their lands. All the land round my 
family village of Illia has been taken over..." 

What was once communal land was statified by 
Ethiopia's Stalinist regime in the 1970s, meaning the 
current regime can "hand over huge tracts to investors 
at nominal rents, in secrecy." 6 

In Latin America millions of acres are being 
taken. Among the big players are Brazilian sugar and 
rice companies, some of them targeting large tracts in 
Guyana that are home to several Indigenous peoples 
and a fragile ecosystem. Takeovers are also underway or 
proposed in countries from Ukraine to the Philippines. 

Resistance is extensive, as shown dramatically in 
Madagascar. After a deal was made in 2008 to turn 
over nearly half the country's arable land to Daewoo 
Logistics for export crops, widespread protests helped 
set the stage for the ousting of President Ravolomanana. 
GRAIN reports that more and more Indigenous 
communities in Latin America are defending "their 
territories and their systems for managing communal 
land," and making decisions in assemblies. 

AT WORK IN THE GREAT LAND GRAB are 
the laws of capitalist development — laws unbreakable 
except by freely associated labor in revolutions that 
usher in new stages of development. Because Marxist- 
Humanism is not only about what we are against but 
what we are for, we have seen what other Marxists 
did not in Marx's last decade, when he investigated 
the relationship between capitalistic countries and 
the "underdeveloped" lands, as well as the questions 
of organization and the Man/Woman relationship. 
Writings in the new book examine these "new moments" 
in Marx, grasping in them the question of new paths of 
development, new paths to revolution. These categories 
provide ground not only for opposing the land takeovers 
but for projecting a revolutionary vision connecting 
existing communal and non-market forms with the 
need and prospects for revolutionary transformation in 
"developed" and "developing" countries. 

III. War and revolution 

"Long before the atom was split and out of it came, 
not the greatest productive force, but the most destructive 
A-bomb, H-bomb and N-bomb, Marx wrote in these [1844 
Humanist] Essays: 'To have one basis for life and another 
for science is a priori a lie. ' With Hiroshima, we saw what 

5. GRAIN, an organization supporting small farmers and so- 
cial movements, has issued a series of reports on the land 
grab, including "Corporate Investors Lead Rush for Control 
of Poor Countries' Farmland," Oct. 2009, and "Land Grab- 
bing in Latin America," March 2010, at www.grain.org. See 
also "How Food and Water Are Driving a 21st-Century Afri- 
can Land Grab," 3/7/10 Observer. 

6. "Agro-Imperialism" by Andrew Rice, 11/22/09 New York 
Times Magazine. 


a holocaust the lie of separating the reason for being from 
the reason for scientific development can become. " 

— Raya Dunayevskaya 7 

A. Afghan war and Kyrgyz revolt 

Capitalism has reached such a crisis as to have 
declared a state of permanent war since 2001. Nowhere 
is this more pressing than Afghanistan, where in the 
wake of the U.S. military victory in the battle of Marjah, 
Helmand, in February, the question is: What has been 
won? The Taliban are still powerful in the province and 
even in Marjah itself are able to threaten and kill those 
who cooperate with the U.S. The promised "government 
in a box" is still "pretty thin," according to Marine Gen. 
Nicholson, who led the assault. 8 

The tentative progress at a snail's pace in Marjah — a 
relatively small test case — raises the question of 
how lasting any battlefield victory can be after the 
promised June 2011 "beginning" of troop withdrawal. 
That is supposed to leave the country in the hands of 
the corrupt, despised, and ineffectual government of 
President Hamid Karzai — a government antithetical 
to democracy, women's rights, and human rights in 
general. The Taliban would be no improvement — 
contrary to the International Action Center and other 
signers of a "Peace for Afghanistan" declaration. It 
maintains that the armed "resistance" — that is, the 
Taliban's fight against the U.S. — "is a legitimate form 
of liberation struggle." Some so-called revolutionaries 
do not flinch at labeling as "liberation" even a Religious 
Right army whose methods include burning down girls' 
schools and throwing acid in unveiled women's faces, 
human trafficking and sex slavery, killing hundreds of 
civilians each year. The point remains what News and 
Letters Committees has affirmed since our founding: 

"The necessity for a new society is clear from the 
working people's opposition to war. That opposition is 
based upon a vision of a new society in which they, to 
a man, woman and child, control their own lives. Any 
opposition to war which is based on less than this, must 
end in capitulation to the warmongers. " 9 

Near Kandahar, where the next big battle looms, a 
U.S. convoy fired on a passenger bus on April 12, killing 
at least four civilians. Protesters took to the streets in 
Kandahar, burning tires and blocking a road. Military 
officials had to admit that, despite the new policy aimed 
at limiting civilian deaths, convoy and checkpoint 
shootings have killed more than 30 people and wounded 
80 since last summer, but none of those killed were ever 
found to have been a threat. 

THE SUDDEN REVOLT in the nearby Central 
Asian country of Kyrgyzstan was not directly linked 
to the Afghan war, but the war defined its significance 
to the U.S. and Russia, both of which have military 
bases there. The U.S. depends heavily on its base 
for Afghan operations. Sparked by another type of 
austerity measure, a big rise in utility prices, the 
revolt by the masses was quickly hijacked by Russia- 
backed politicians who ousted the president but have 
no intention of doing anything to end the system of 
exploitation beyond possibly reducing the corruption. 
The new leaders, who said they wanted to get rid of 
the U.S. base when they were in opposition, have 
now assured the U.S. it can remain. However, it does 
underscore both the instability of what the U.S. is 
relying on to conduct its war in Afghanistan, and how 
utterly the U.S. disregards the masses' well-being, 
materially as well as in terms of democracy and human 
rights, in its maneuvers around that war. 

Karzai' s warm reception of Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, at the very time that parties in 
Iraq were jockeying for Iran's favor after their election, 
highlights how the two U.S. wars have amplified Iran's 
influence in the region. Even Republican members of 
Congress quietly told the right-wing Cato Institute that 
most Republicans on Capitol Hill now believe the Iraq 
war was a mistake. 10 More importantly from a human 
perspective, the war led to the deaths of hundreds of 
thousands of Iraqis, displacement of two million and 
untold suffering. It has unleashed sectarian violence in 
Iraq and increased the militarization and violence in 
U.S. society while leaving 4,400 troops dead and many 
thousands more disabled physically or mentally. 

Even assuming Obama succeeds in shifting troops 
from Iraq to Afghanistan, there is no end in sight for 
either the fighting in Afghanistan or the war's extension 
to Pakistan and Yemen, with sabers rattling over other 
countries such as Somalia and Iran. 

B. Nuclear threat remains 

Looming over all international relations is the 
question of nuclear weapons. The U.S. has stoked the 
arms race in South Asia by supplying India with fuel 

continued on p. 9 

7. From Special Introduction to the Iranian edition of Marx's 
1844 Essays, or Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts. 

8. "Key Afghan Town Still at Risk, U.S. General Says," by Tony 
Perry, 4/12/10 Los Angeles Times. 

9. News and Letters Committees Constitution, adopted 1956. 

10. "The Iraq War: Still a Massive Mistake," by Malou Inno- 
cent, 4/5/10 Christian Science Monitor. 



Members of Ayibobo Brave Women Martyrs, formed in 1991 to pro- 
test the ouster of Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 
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and technology for nuclear power and allowing India 
to build two new reprocessing plants. That frees up 
other plants and resources to make weapons fuel. In 
response, neighboring Pakistan is in the process of 
greatly expanding its nuclear arsenal. 11 

The South Asian arms race was not on the agenda 
of the international Nuclear Security Summit convened 
by President Obama in Washington, D.C. in April. The 
focus instead was on preventing non-state organizations 
from acquiring nuclear weapons, which Obama called 
"the single biggest threat to U.S. security," though it 
has never happened. 

The truth is that two countries, the U.S. and Russia, 
each possess thousands of nuclear warheads — 9,400 
and 12,000 respectively, according to Federation of 
American Scientists estimates. The arms reduction 
agreement signed in April hardly requires any 
disarmament at all, since it can be fulfilled by mostly 
shifting weapons from deployed to reserve status. The 
true direction is shown by the 2011 federal budget, 
which is likely to include $7 billion for nuclear weapons 
research and development — an amount the Obama 
administration wants to increase in coming years. 

THE DISARM NOW: FOR PEACE and Human 
Needs march in New York on May 2 will draw the 
connection between this existential threat to civilization 
and the daily impact of the whole nuclear complex, 
from uranium mines to radioactive waste dumps. 
Especially harmed are Indigenous peoples such as the 
Dine (Navajo), whose territory is the site of many of the 
uranium mines being opened or reopened for the new 
push for nuclear plant fuel production. 12 

In addition, three countries — France, China and 
the UK — have warheads numbering in the hundreds, 
while three more — Israel, Pakistan and India — have 
arsenals numbering at least in the dozens, and North 
Korea is estimated to have fewer than 10, none of them 
deployed. 

Obama's specific 
warnings at the 
summit, however, 

were aimed at North 
Korea and especially 
Iran, and he used it 
to garner support for 
sanctions on Iran — not 
due to human rights 
violations or stolen 
elections but solely due 
to its nuclear program. 

The same is true of the 
new policies Obama 
announced the previous 
week regarding use 
of nuclear weapons. 

While it specified that 
the U.S. would not be the first to use nuclear arms in 
a conflict with most countries, it explicitly excluded 
Iran and North Korea. Thus the threat to these two 
countries was the most prominent aspect of the nuclear 
politicking in April. That was not good enough for war 
hawks like John McCain, who responded to Obama's 
nuclear policy by stating at a Senate hearing that it is 
time to "pull the trigger" on Iran. 

C. Iran's freedom movement in 
crosshairs of counter-revolution 

Iran's nuclear weapons program and the associated 
veiled threats of military attack on that country by 
Israel or the U.S. drive home the fact that humanity still 
lives in the shadow of nuclear war. Iran will not anytime 
soon have the world-destroying power of the arsenals of 
the U.S. and Russia. Nevertheless, Iran's program to 
join Israel in the atomic bomb club is likely to heat up 
the arms race in the Middle East, if not globally, and 
push it in a nuclear direction. Despite leftists like Noam 
Chomsky who are so eager to oppose U.S. imperialism 
that they provide excuses for Iran's nuclear arming, 13 
many in the Iranian freedom movement see the nuclear 
program as a weapon against the movement. 

MILITARIZATION IN GENERAL and the 
nuclear security state in particular have always been 
used by the rulers not only to fight the enemy abroad 
but to weaken the resistance of the masses at home. 
In Iran, the counter-revolutionary regime of Supreme 
Leader Khamenei and President Ahmadinejad is 
using brutal repression in its effort to extinguish the 
freedom movement. And that freedom movement is 
explicitly linking itself to the 1978-79 Revolution that 
was hijacked in a counter-revolution by this regime's 
Islamic Republican predecessors. 

What the rulers of Iran and the U.S. can agree on 
is the need to avoid a social revolution by the masses. 

11. "Agenda of Nuclear Talks Leaves Out a New Threat," by 
David E. Sanger and William J. Broad, 4/12/10 New York 
Times. 

12. See "The New Anti-Nuclear Movement," by Frida Berri- 
gan, Foreign Policy in Focus, 4/16/10. 

13. See "Noam Chomsky: Iran Pursuing Nuclear Weapons Out 
of Fear," 3/11/10 Harvard Law Record. 


A military attack on the country could swing support 
to Ahmadinejad and divert revolutionary impulses. The 
regime has long exploited the threat from the U.S. and 
Israel to advance militarization of society and hopes to 
brainwash the masses by glorifying its "right" to nuclear 
arms. That seems to have worked better on leftists 
like Chomsky. U.S. imperialism as enemy number one 
substitutes for a concept of a society on totally new 
human foundations as the determinant for action. 

Rather than being diverted by the reactionary anti- 
imperialism of rulers who declare they are standing 
up against the U.S., we must pay heed to the way the 
workers in Iran are trying to deepen the revolt there. 

THEY HAVE ALREADY GIVEN the lie to 
commentaries seeking to limit the movement to 
"democracy," or even "radical democracy." What we as 
Marxist-Humanists see is a revolution that was hijacked 
by counter-revolution but refuses to die, and instead 
is looking for what Marx articulated as revolution in 
permanence. (See "Iranian Workers Enter the Fray," 
March-April N&L.) As always, the crucial question for 
those who oppose war is: Do you stand with the people 
fighting for a whole new world on human foundations? 

IV. Philosophy as 
a force of revolution 

" The two-fold problematic of our age is: 1) What 
happens after the conquest of power 1 ? 2) Are there ways 
for new beginnings when there is so much reaction, so 
many aborted revolutions, such turning of the clock 
backward in the most technologically advanced lands?" 
— Raya Dunayevskaya 14 

The nuclear threat, together with automation's 
role in permanent unemployment, marks 2010's basic 
continuity with the stage of production that took hold 
in the 1940s. What needs to be grasped as equally 
objective is the new subjective stage that emerged in our 

age. To disregard this 
stage — characterized 
by the movement from 
practice that is itself a 
form of theory — or to 
consign it to the past, 
would rob us of the 
ability to grasp and 
make real the future in 
the present. 

World War II was 
not even over when 
the atomic bombing 
of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, Japan, 
revealed a new threat 
to humanity's very 
existence. Within a few 
years coal miners were 
battling the continuous miner in their 1949-50 general 
strike. Dunayevskaya would later make a category of 
automation as a new stage of production, and of the 
new stage of cognition arising: 

’WHAT WAS NEW IN THIS proletarian revolt 
was that, instead of just fighting unemployment and 
demanding better wages, the miners were posing 
totally new questions about what kind of labor man 
should do, and why there was an ever- widening gulf 
between thinking and doing." 15 

This workers' revolt posing totally new questions 
signaled a new era of movements from practice that are 
themselves forms of theory, soon to expand into East 
European revolts against state-capitalist Communism, 
the Black freedom movement in the U.S., the revolutions 
ushering in a new Third World, the Women's Liberation 
Movement, the anti-Vietnam War youth movement. 

The new stage in the world called for a new stage 
of philosophic development. The philosophic moment 
of Marxist-Humanism, Dunayevskaya' s 1953 letters on 
Hegel's Absolutes, launched that new stage. Hegel is 
our "contemporary" because his philosophy was born of 
the compulsion from the new stage in the world initiated 
by the French Revolution and continued by the Haitian 
Revolution. 16 Marx had worked out his philosophy of 
revolution as the philosophy for the age of proletarian 
revolution — and it is still the philosophy of our age. 

From the vantage point of our age and its 
freedom movements, Dunayevskaya dove into Hegel's 
Absolutes and made them a new beginning. In them 
she found the new society characterized by the end of 
the division between mental and manual labor, and a 
dual movement of practice and theory: from practice 
to theory and to the new society; and from theory to 
practice, reaching for philosophy. As she would put it 


14. "A Post-World War II View of Marx's Humanism, 1843-83; 
Marxist-Humanism in the 1950s and 1980s," Bosnia-Her- 
zegovina: Achilles Heel of Western ' Civilization' (News and 
Letters, 1996), p. 93. 

15. "A Post- World War II View..." p. 94. 

16. See "Haiti and Hegel," by John Alan, March-April N&L, 
and Susan Buck-Morss, Hegel, Haiti, and Universal History 
(University of Pittsburgh Press, 2009). 


later, " the new for our age was the fact that practice, as 
'implicitly the idea,' meant to me that mass practice is 
itself a form of theory." 17 

That is why the form worked out for the new 
book of writings on Marx, based on moments of 
development of Marxist-Humanism, is so crucial — and 
why it is key for one Part of the book to center on the 
philosophic moment of 1953 itself. The point is that 
the book speaks to the needs of the present moment 
of humanity's striving for freedom in a new human 
society. It is imperative to listen to and address the 
new questions coming from the movement from below. 
Marxist-Humanism' s development has depended from 
its beginnings on hearing those new questions. 

DECADES BEFORE THE COLLAPSE of the 
"Soviet Union," the transformation into opposite of 
the Russian Revolution had become clear to some 
revolutionaries. Having helped to strangle the Spanish 
Revolution in its civil war against Franco's fascism, 
Stalin sent shock waves with his 1939 non-aggression 
pact with Hitler's Germany. 

In the search for an alternative to Stalinism, 
Dunayevskaya developed the theory of state-capitalism 
as the nature of Stalin's Russia and a new world 
stage, including the New Deal. In today's battle of 
ideas, liberals like Robert Reich hold up Roosevelt's 
1930s New Deal as a supposed model for combating 
capitalist crisis, while much of the Left calls instead 
for nationalization of the banks and other types of state 
intervention as the solution — showing how necessary 
it is to be grounded in a philosophy that does not allow 
State planning to substitute for the self-activity of 
freely associated labor. The first moment of state- 
capitalist theory's development draws on Marx's 
Humanism — with its critique of alienated labor and of 
vulgar communism — on the dialectic, and on the revolt 
of workers and Black masses. 

The second moment of development is the 
philosophic moment of Marxist-Humanism, which 
comprehends the movements from practice to theory 
and the concept of a new society uniting mental/manual 
as a new beginning. It followed the miners' general 
strike, with the new questions the miners posed, and 
anticipated the 1953 East German workers' uprising, 
the very first rebellion under totalitarianism. Crucial 
to the course of Marxist-Humanism was singling out 
at this moment the negation of the negation — second 
or absolute negation — as "the turning point," the 
"subjectivity" upon which rests "the transcendence of 
the opposition between Notion and Reality." 18 

THE CONCEPT OF THE MOVEMENT from 
practice that is itself a form of theory set the structure 
for the book Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today, the heart of the third moment of development. 
New stirrings of freedom appeared in the 1956 
Hungarian Revolution and the 1955-56 Montgomery 
bus boycott, while new attacks on Marx's Humanism 
and Hegelian dialectic were coming from Stalinist 
Russia. The reality of counter-revolution coming from 
within revolution is analyzed in Marxism and Freedom 
as an "age of absolutes" preoccupied with the question 
of what happens after a revolution, compelling a turn to 
Hegel's Absolutes because the question calls for a total 
answer. The attraction for today's Left of Venezuela's 
statist "Bolivarian Revolution" and the call by President 
Hugo Chavez for a new "Fifth International" — one that 
counts as a "brother" Iran's President Ahmadinejad 
at the very moment of his bloody suppression of 
labor and freedom struggles at home — is just one 
example of how the collapse of the USSR did not 
consign these questions to the past. This moment of 
Marxist-Humanism' s development includes American 
Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard and 
Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the 
Afro-Asian Revolutions, comprehending the new roads 
opened by the Black freedom movement in the U.S. and 
the African revolutions. 

THE FOURTH MOMENT of development 
confronts the failure of the 1960s movements to achieve 
fundamental social transformation, and the new 
questions in its aftermath that showed a "passion for 
philosophy" among forces of revolution. The failure 
of New Left activity all too separated from theory 
made it necessary to make a category of our original 
contribution. The central category of Philosophy and 
Revolution , needed for this age to reach freedom, is 
Absolute Negativity as New Beginning. That explicit 
recognition is taken up in "Our Original Contribution 
to the Dialectic of the Absolute Idea as New Beginning" 
(see this issue, p. 4), one of the pieces slated for the 
new book. That contribution further deepened the 
analysis of the self-developing Subject in relationship 
to the African revolutions, the world economy and 
how capitalism's law of value can be transcended. It 
continued to develop as the mid-1970s global economic 

continued on p. 10 

17. A 1980's View, The Coal Miners' General Strike of 1949-50 
and the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S., p. 40. 

18. G.W.F. Hegel, Science of Logic (Humanities Press, 1969), 
p. 835. 



May Day protest in Iran. Some signs read: "Labor Law, result of our blood," 
"Abolish the law of contracted work," and "Beware, Labor Minister." 
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crisis broke out. 

A new, fifth moment arose in the context of the 
world crises, the rise of the Third World — with gravely 
contradictory revolutions such as Iran's — and the 
emergence of the Women's Liberation Movement, raising 
new questions about forms of organization and about 
the totality and depth of the uprooting needed. That 
was developed in the book Rosa Luxemburg, Women s 
Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, with 
its central category of post-Marx Marxism as against 
continuation of Marx's full philosophy of revolution 
in permanence. Marx's Ethnological Notebooks made 
it possible to see new moments of his thought in his 
last decade on the relationship between capitalistic 
countries and the "underdeveloped" lands, as well as 
on the questions of organization and the Man/Woman 
relationship. New questions raised there on paths 
of development and revolution illuminate today's 
struggles, such as the great land grab. 

Finally, the question of Dialectics of Organization 
and Philosophy was a new moment of development that 
was underway at the time of Dunayevskaya's unexpected 
death. Marxist-Humanism had from the beginning 
rejected the elitist vanguard party. By the 1980s a 
number of others had done so too. That did not mean 
that the question of organization was settled by hailing 
forms of organization that emerged spontaneously from 
the revolt from below, even when they were as great as 
the decentralized workers' councils of the Hungarian 
Revolution. A key question is the meaning of the fact 
that what springs from below does not simply get taken 
over by the vanguard-type organizations (which do not 
always describe themselves as such anymore), but that 
they themselves look to be taken over, in their search 
for a unity of theory and practice. That this problem is 
no less urgent today is seen in the way many who reject 
vanguardism and oppose state powers still get sucked 
into tailending statist leaders like Hugo Chavez. It is 
also seen in the search for forms of organization that 
won't get co-opted or transformed from organs of social 
movements to organs of the state — as is under debate 
in Bolivia today — and in the dialogues on whether it 
is possible to change the world without taking power. 19 

AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE VANGUARD party 
had to be worked out. News and Letters Committees 
made a unique beginning, still unmatched by other 
organizations — including adopting a Constitution 
incorporating its philosophy while establishing 
decentralized committees for both organization and 
newspaper; naming youth, women and Black as 
forces of revolution alongside workers; publishing 
Dunayevskaya's 1953 Letters on Hegel's Absolutes; 
establishing Charles Denby as Black worker-editor. 

The newspaper was understood as an indispensable 
element of Marxist-Humanist organization from the 
beginning, functioning in a way that began to break 
down the division between mental and manual labor 
without waiting for the needed revolution. 

What became clear to Dunayevskaya as she dug 
into dialectics of organization and philosophy was that 
this thorough break with the elitist party politically and 
in form of organization did not in itself establish a full 
break in philosophy. This did not mean that what had 
been established should be thrown out, and certainly 
nothing so vacuous as abstractly declaring the need for 
a new form of organization, leaving the concrete details 
to emerge from an intellectual's head. 

THESE DEVELOPMENTS CULMINATED in 
Dunayevskaya's June 1, 1987, presentation, which made 
a category of the philosophic moment as determinant 
and gave a new vantage point for grasping the body of 
ideas of Marxist-Humanism. 

What flows from this concept of organization and 
philosophy is that our celebration of the centenary year of 
Dunayevskaya's birth is not simply about an anniversary 
but about projecting the ideas that represent the freedom 
philosophy of our age so that they can be concretized as 
what gives direction for freedom movements. 

The need for this direction is illuminated by what 
happens to post-Marx Marxist theoreticians who fail to 
grasp the deeply revolutionary nature of the dialectic in 
Hegel and its re-creation in Marx. 

For instance, Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri — 
authors of Empire, Multitude and Commonwealth — 
reject the dialectic, and end up disregarding the 
transformation into opposite of 20th century revolutions, 
which they call victorious; and their aversion to 

19. John Holloway's Change the World Without Taking Power 
skillfully uses the concept of negation to critique the state 
and "scientific Marxism." Holloway discusses how capital- 
ism expresses power-over, or domination, robbing humanity 
of the creativity of power- to. However, through the lens of 
Adorno's negative dialectics, power-to becomes equated to 
anti-power. Though a necessary moment in the confrontation 
with power-over, anti-power remains as first negation, cut- 
ting power-to off from the second negation, the emergence of 
the new, which Marx's expression — "Human power which is 
its own end" — captures. Cut off from new beginnings made 
on absolute negativity, negative dialectics cannot grasp the 
full revolutionary dimension of human subjectivity, and the 
possibility of constructing the new. 


dialectical mediation means that the question of 
what happens after revolution is more or less left up 
to practical experimentation by the "multitude." The 
conclusion is: "The problem of transition [to a new 
society] must be given a positive, nondialectical solution, 
leading toward democracy through democracy." 

Michael Lebowitz, author of Following Marx: 
Method, Critique and Crisis, sees Marx as a theoretician 
applying dialectic to a study of capitalism, so he 
absurdly concludes that Capital has no place "for living, 
changing, striving, enjoying, struggling and developing 
human beings. People who produce themselves through 
their own activities, who change their nature as they 
produce, beings of praxis, are not the subjects of 
Capital. " Dunayevskaya showed how workers fighting to 
remake the world determined the structure of Capital, 
so that the chapter on "The Working Day" became the 
center of the whole book. After the workers' revolution 
known as the Paris Commune, the French edition 
singled out the commodity-form as the fetish that needs 
to be stripped away to create a new society based on the 
cooperative plan of "freely associated labor." Perhaps 
his non-comprehension of Marx's re-creation of the 
dialectic explains why Lebowitz separates practice 
from theory so fully that he touts Hugo Chavez as a 
model for revolutionary practice. 

What is needed is no truncated dialectic but the 
fullness of absolute negativity as new beginning. 
Including "Our Original Contribution to the Dialectic 
of the Absolute Idea as New Beginning" in the book 
calls for being prepared for criticisms from those who 
do not recognize the indispensability of the philosophic 
moment of the age — who either reject philosophy as 
giving direction, as if to discipline oneself by the idea of 
freedom is another form of vanguardism; or who raise 
the would-be originality issued from their own heads to 
the level of an epochal philosophic moment, and would 
thereby cut Dunayevskaya and Marx down to their size. 
It means stating that even Marx did not indicate that 
Absolute Idea has to be dealt with as new beginning, 
that it is necessary to begin with the totality; and 
making that recognition a point of further development. 

It means as well returning to the actual 1953 
Letters and the many universals inherent in them, 
as well as to the full elaboration of her original 
contribution in Chapter 1 of Philosophy and Revolution, 
"Absolute Negativity as New Beginning: The Ceaseless 
Movement of Ideas and of History." 

V. Marxist-Humanist Tasks 
for 201 0-11 

This year we will focus on three crucial tasks. 

1. We begin with the task of bringing to completion 
the publication of a collection of Selected Writings by 
Raya Dunayevskaya on Marx. 

The form we have worked out for this collection 
follows Marxist-Humanism' s development from the 
analysis of state-capitalism, through its "philosophic 
moment" and the completion of each work of the "trilogy 
of revolution," to its assignment for us to work out the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy. 

In bringing out this book for the world to share in 
the concepts created as Marxist-Humanism, we present 
it as our intervention into the freedom movements and 
the battle of ideas contending today. 

2. Our second primary task this year will be to 
continue, deepen and expand News & Letters as the 
only Marxist-Humanist journal in the world, both as a 
print publication and as a website. From its beginning 
in 1955, its goal has remained the working out of a unity 
of theory and practice, in which the voices from below 
of workers, women, youth, people of color and LGBTQ 
people are heard unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. In those voices we find the new 
passions and forces for reconstruction of society, which 
can enrich our ideas if we practice the breakdown of that 
most monstrous division, the division between mental 
and manual labor. As part of this we will endeavor to 
greatly increase access to the body of writings of Raya 
Dunayevskaya on the internet. 

3. The most urgent of all our tasks remains 
membership growth to make possible the carrying out 
of our perspectives on the way to revolution and the 
creation of a new world on truly human foundations. 
Friends and correspondents continue to be important 
to our functioning. What is indispensable is acceptance 
of organizational responsibility for Marxist-Humanism. 

Once again, we hold foremost in our minds the 
principle that: "Only live human beings can recreate 
the revolutionary dialectic forever anew. And these live 
human beings must do so in theory as well as in practice. 
It is not a question only of meeting the challenge from 
practice, but of being able to meet the challenge from 
the self-development of the Idea, and of deepening 
theory to the point where it reaches Marx's concept of 
the philosophy of 'revolution in permanence.'" 20 

—The Resident Editorial Board 


20. Raya Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg, Women s Libera- 
tion, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, p. 195. 


Fight the 'injunktion' 



Oakland, Calif. — On April 22 over 100 people gath- 
ered at the courthouse under the banner "Injunktions 
equal injustice!" City Attorney John Russo filed a 
"gang injunction" against 70 people who have not been 
charged with any crime. A hearing was being held on 
whether to permit Oakland to give police the power to 
suspend the civil rights of people the police suspect of 
gang association. The police could arrest "suspected 
gang members," determined mostly by racial profiling, 
for being on the street after a certain hour, or for meet- 
ing on the street with even one other person designated 
as a "gang member." A similar injunction in L.A. had 
no effect on crime. 

Protesters pointed to the need for youth opportu- 
nities, not more powers for the Oakland police. Many 
carried signs with pictures of victims of police killings. 

All Of Us Or None, comprised of former prisoners, 
organized the demonstration. They are also pressuring 
the Oakland government to "ban the box" on city job 
applications that indicates whether a person has ever 
been convicted, in effect constituting job discrimina- 
tion. — Prisoner support activist 

New Jim Crow 

continued from p. 1 

him no better than the police, not letting him be heard. 
His conviction was on a trumped-up charge and was 
a part of his story. I felt I was right. After all, racial 
justice work has a long tradition of carefully screening 
who would become the plaintiff in the legal case. 

But that does not work now. A few months later 
the "Oak- 

land Rid- 
ers" scandal 
broke, and 
police plant- 
ing drugs on African-American suspects in possibly 
thousands of cases was brought to light. One of those 
named was the officer whom the young man identified 
as having framed him. He was right, and I was wrong. 

More African-American men are under the 
criminal justice system's control than were en- 
slaved in the 1850s, before the Civil War. The ma- 
jority of African-American men have a criminal 
record, locking them into a second-class struc- 
ture for life. We use the criminal justice system 
to label people of color "criminals" and then pro- 
ceed to discriminate against them in all the ways 
we did in the past... 

But it is only in the last 30 years that the prison 
population has quintupled. Over two million people are 
now under the control of the criminal justice system, 
and a million people are employed by it. 

The drug war, not crime, is the engine of incar- 
ceration. The goal of the drug war is not to weed out 
drug "kingpins" or violent offenders, as we are told. 
Local law enforcement gets rewarded for the number 
arrested, not the kind of offense they commit. 

The drug war has been waged almost exclusively 
in communities of color, even though study after study 
shows that drugs are available just as much in the 
white communities... 

There are many similarities between Jim Crow 
and mass incarceration as a system of racial control: 

• many states deny felons the right to vote 

• employment discrimination: not only can't you 
get a job, but many professional licenses, such as 
for barbers, have such restrictions, too 

• not only can felons not get assisted housing, rela- 
tives risk eviction if they dare to have them stay 

• public assistance, food stamps, healthcare, and 
many other benefits are not available to a felon 

The system is designed to return you to prison, 
and 70% of former prisoners do return, usually within 
a couple of months. 

Nothing short of a broad-based social movement 
can address this problem. Such a movement has to be 
multi-racial: Latinos and women, especially women of 
color, are the fastest growing segment of the prison 
population. If we don't create care and compassion 
across racial lines, then, even if this system collapses, 
we will recreate it in another form. 

We can't wait for a movement to arise and then 
join it. It has to begin with us. We have to break the 
silence. There is such a stigma attached to being in 
prison that it is hard to talk about your own or your 
loved one's criminal history. We have to start talking 
about it in all communities, to all audiences. 


BLACK/REDVIEW 
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‘This is no way to run a school' 


Hondurans fight back 

The June 28, 2009, military coup in Honduras and 
the brutal repression ever since, made plain the ruth- 
less backlash in store for those who move to alter the di- 
rection set by capitalism's laws of development. Despite 
Obama's verbal opposition to the coup, the behemoth 
to the north effectively supported it by continuing the 
training of the Honduran military and looking the oth- 
er way as the illegitimate regime committed monstrous 
human rights violations in suppressing the resistance 
from below. (See "Eyewitness Report on Honduras Re- 
sistance," Oct. -Nov. 2009 N&L.) Going against many 
Latin American countries from Mexico to Brazil, the 
U.S. recognized the government of President Porfirio 
Lobo, elected illegitimately under the coup regime. 

Lobo has put the full force of the state behind the 
expropriation of peasant farmers in the Bajo Aguan 
area. On April 10, 3,000 military troops and police 
were mobilized on the eve of negotiations over 20,000 
hectares (almost 50,000 acres) of land "bought" (read: 
snatched) from cooperatives in the 1990s through 
bribes and assassinations. 

Some 3,500 dispossessed farming families from 
the cooperatives, formed the Movimiento Unificado 
Campesino del Aguan (Unified Peasant Movement of 
Aguan, or MUCA). Their lawsuits, peaceful protests 
and land occupations culminated in a negotiation pro- 
cess, which achieved an important agreement under 
President Manuel Zelaya two weeks before he was over- 
thrown in the 2009 coup. Under the agreement, allega- 
tions of coercion and fraud in the land sales were to 
be investigated. Land subject to illegalities in the sales 
process would be returned to the cooperatives. 

After the coup the accords were not implemented, 
so on Dec. 9, 2009, the MUCA began reoccupying the 
farms they had been driven from. President Lobo pre- 
sented a new proposal under which only a portion of 
land would be returned, and the peasants would have 
to buy that land and then devote half of the land to 
African palm, whose produce would be sold only to the 
capitalist expropriators, effectively subordinating the 
peasants to them. 

Lobo's "negotiations" have been carried out in an 
atmosphere of military intimidation, assassinations 
of up to 12 MUCA members, dozens of eviction orders, 
hundreds of arrest warrants, and a media campaign 
linking the MUCA to the bogeymen of "terrorism," drug 
trafficking, Venezuela, Cuba and the Colombian FARC 
guerrillas. But it was the big, exploitative Honduran 
landowners who were found by a UN investigation to 
have hired 40 members of the right-wing paramilitary 
Self Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC), classified as a 
terrorist organization by the U.S. government. The UN 
report also documented 120 foreign paramilitary mer- 
cenaries involved in the coup. 

In issuing an alert about Bajo Aguan, Rights Ac- 
tion is calling for international solidarity, particularly 
from those in the U.S., whose government is supporting 
the Lobo regime and still disregarding human rights 
violations. (See "Land Crisis & Repression in Aguan, 
Honduras," by Annie Bird, Rights Action, April 2010.) 
The MUCA, as one of many creative ways that the re- 
sistance continues in Honduras and is challenging ex- 
isting social relations, needs our solidarity. 

— Franklin Dmitryev 

Tea party not welcome 

Chicago — Activists from many different organiza- 
tions confronted the reactionary "Tea Party" held here 
at noon on April 15. Despite massive publicity, the Tea 
Party turnout only numbered about 1,000 people, about 
99.9% white. 

The ultra-reactionary event featured opponents 
of GLBTQ and immigrants' rights, and supporters of 
McCarthy- style attacks on alleged "Communists in gov- 
ernment." 

Meanwhile the counter-demonstrators spiritedly 
supported everything the Tea Partiers loathe: civil 
rights, legalization for immigrants and an end to La 
Migra raids, genuine healthcare reform, and GLBTQ 
rights. There were a lot of rainbow flags. There was op- 
position both to racist attacks on President Obama, and 
to Obama's own sellouts on war and healthcare. 

One counter-demonstrator supporting immigrants' 
rights came dressed as Uncle Sam. After serenading 
the Tea Party with a few verses of "Yankee Doodle 
Boy," by George M. Cohan, a child of immigrants, she 
recited the poem from the Statue of Liberty: "Give me 
your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning 
to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming 
shore...." "I am the real Uncle Sam," she said. 

Another counter-demonstrator said, "I am here be- 
cause I grew up in Marquette Park, during the time 
racism was heavy there, and I know it when I see it. 
This is a racist movement." There were a number of 
known racists present. One neo-Nazi was run off by 
members of Anti-Racist Action and others. 

All in all, those Tea Partiers were made to feel 
mighty unwelcome. However, the police did allow them 
to climb up on the plaza's Picasso statue, which they 
would not have permitted other demonstrators to do. 

— Gerry Emmett 


Hayward, Calif. — I teach world history to seventh 
graders. The East Bay community is ethnically diverse, 
mostly working class, and to a great extent immigrant. 
The current economic crisis has hit Hayward hard, 
with one major employer, Mervyn's, laying off massive 
numbers of employees. Hayward has a very real gang 
presence, which is felt personally by its families and 
young people in particular. My 
own school has the largest per- 
centage of immigrant students of 
any middle school in the district. 

This makes it a great place to be 
a teacher but a poor match for No 
Child Left Behind's (NCLB) sys- 
tem of "accountability." 

The district and my school are 
in "PI 5 status": Program Improve- 
ment, Year 5. It has been in this 
status for more than five years, 
and by these measurements, a 
school can't get any worse. 

My school is subject to various 
mandates under the law. An edu- 
cational consulting firm, at great 
cost to the district, determines the 
specific details of these mandates. 

The goal is to raise standardized 
test scores. For example, all of our students, regardless 
of their individual performance on the standardized 
tests, are required to take two hours of English per day. 
As a result, no student has any elective classes, save for 
those willing to add an extra hour to their school day to 
take choir or band. 

From a teacher's perspective, the annual round 
of pink slips takes a toll psychically. For my first three 
years in the district, I received a pink slip each March. 
Indeed, it is normal across the state for new teachers to 
be laid off for the first few years of their career, except- 
ing those in high-demand disciplines. This results in 
high turnover and an unwillingness for some to become 
too invested in a particular school. Teachers without 
job security do not form close community relationships 


New York City — The extreme scarcity of affordable 
housing for workers affects both those looking for new 
housing and those who already have it. The overall va- 
cancy rate is only 2.8% and for monthly rents under 
$1,300 it is .06%! Over 30% of all NYC renters pay more 
than 50% of their income in rent, while 60% of those 
whose annual incomes are under $30,000 pay more 
than 50%. More than one million affordable housing 
units are in private rent-regulated buildings. The loss 
of these units through vacancy decontrol far outpaces 
the construction of new units. The Pratt Center esti- 
mates that 40,000 new "affordable" units may be added 
in the next 10 years through tax-subsidized private de- 
velopment. The State Division of Housing reported that 
18,000 regulated units were decontrolled in 2008 alone. 
At that rate, in the next 10 years, 180,000 affordable 
units will have been decontrolled. 

The subsidized 421a Program reserves 20% of the 
new construction for "affordable" units. Yet none of the 
units built sold for less than $650,000. $800 million in 
Liberty Bonds went to revitalize lower Manhattan af- 
fected by Sept. 11, 2001, yet of the 2,272 units financed, 
only 110 were "affordable." Of the Hudson Yards on 
Manhattan's West Side 13,000 new units only 616 
would be affordable. 

Bruce Ratner's 22 acre "Atlantic Yards" in Brook- 
lyn plans to construct 16 luxury towers with 6,430 units 
plus an arena for the New Jersey Mets. One third will 
be luxury condos and the remaining rentals. About half 
of the rentals will be "affordable", but this includes an 
annual income up to $131,000 even though the medi- 
an annual income for Brooklyn is $32,135. Ratner got 
eminent domain to demolish small town houses, small 
businesses, rent-regulated buildings, and incredibly 
low prices to buy land as well as huge public subsidies. 

Community residents and activists have been fight- 
ing this mega project in the courts and in the streets for 
years. New York's political leadership, including Gov- 
ernor Paterson, U.S. Senator Schumer, Mayor Bloom- 
berg, Brooklyn Borough President Markowitz and At- 
torney General (and gubernatorial hopeful) Andrew 



needed to produce an education. My school has faced a 
turnover rate of over 50%. This makes reform next to 
impossible. 

This year, my school faced the possibility of "re- 
constitution," one possible sanction under NCLB for 
schools which persistently do not meet their test goals. 
In reconstitution, an entire staff is laid off and the 
school reconstituted as a charter 
school. Teachers can reapply, but 
lose union protection and tenure — 
things that ensure a stable faculty. 
Research indicates that reconstitu- 
tion has no positive effect on test 
scores. 

The prospect of reconstitution 
seemed absurd, as by everyone's ac- 
count things at my site are turning 
around. For the first time, the fac- 
ulty has been relatively stable, and 
discipline on campus is the best 
it's been in years. I've felt like I'm 
teaching at the best school I have 
in ages. I spent two weeks with 
knots in my stomach over the possi- 
bility, not just of losing my job, but 
of finding one at a school to which 
I was not as attached. Ultimately, 
the school board recognized that things were indeed im- 
proving at my site and passed us over. Two elementary 
schools in the district will be reconstituted next year. 

To me the end result of this process — the teaching 
to the test, the threat of punitive reforms, the economic 
insecurity — is a persistent cynicism. I am very lucky to 
be at a school with a fundamentally positive school cul- 
ture, which is increasingly rare, but I have no trust in 
any experts, consultants, or Secretaries of Education. 
My students, too, like their school and their teachers — 
as much as middle schoolers can be expected to — but 
see the school system as a hindrance rather than a help 
to their education. This is no way to run a school sys- 
tem, or a society. 

— Hayward teacher 


Cuomo, all showed up in Ratner's support for a ground- 
breaking ceremony. The sell-out politicos were met by 
raucous protesters who disrupted the "celebrations." 
Neighborhoods that experience this kind of develop- 
ment become gentrified, motivating landlords who own 
smaller regulated buildings to sell or pressure existing 
tenants to move. Small businesses often have to move. 

Why can't the city and state build truly affordable 
housing? Or provide subsidies and tax breaks to non- 
profit groups such as unions so that they can build af- 
fordable housing, instead of giving private developers 
hundreds of millions in tax breaks? In capitalism, profit 
takes precedence over any social need whether educa- 
tion, healthcare or housing, and the real estate lobby 
largely finances the election of public officials. Publicly 
financed housing would lower the extreme demand for 
affordable housing, lessening the super profits of land- 
lords. — Tom Siracuse 

Chair of the Rent Controlled Tenants ' Committee 
and the Manhattan Local of the NYC Green Party 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

Vigilante mobs in Kenya are beating up people 
merely suspected of being LGBTQ, spurred on by Is- 
lamic and Christian fundamentalist scholars and lead- 
ers, including Bishop Lawrence Chai and Sheikh Ali 
Hussein. Chai and Hussein called for an investigation 
of The Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) be- 
cause it provides HIV/AIDS services. Its Mtwapa offices 
closed since the anti-gay attacks. The police are arrest- 
ing the victims of the beatings while the assailants are 
allowed to remain free. 

* * * 

In late January public health workers, AIDS ac- 
tivists and their friends protested outside the White 
House against the inadequacy of President Obama's 
proposed minimal HIV funding increases — especially 
in light of deep budget cuts on the state level and a 
spending freeze announced in his State of the Union 
address. "Money for AIDS, Not for War" and "Frozen 
AIDS Budget Means Waiting Lists for AIDS Housing 

and Treatment" were among the protesters' signs. 

* * * 

"I Am Not Immoral" is a video and photographic 
campaign against the Philippine government's decision 
to bar the Ang Ladlad party from running in the 2010 
elections because it is "immoral." Ang Ladlad seeks hu- 
man rights and equality for all, including Transsexual, 
Intersex, Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual people. Their cam- 
paign seeks to raise awareness and reverse the false 
notion that GLBT people are immoral and to force the 
government to let Ang Ladlad run in the elections. 



Public subsidizes private 'affordable housing 1 
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Israelis, Palestinians oppose Netanyahu 


by Gerry Emmett 

The Israeli government of Benjamin Netanyahu 
has been a disaster for the country. Entering office in 
the wake of the brutalizing war on Gaza, it has been 
marked by an escalating war of words with the discred- 
ited Iranian government of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
which threatens to erupt into real war. It has also fos- 
tered an atmosphere of McCarthy-style attacks on the 
Israeli left and human rights groups by right-wing out- 
fits like Im Tirtzu which developed from the Gaza war. 

Netanyahu himself has attacked Breaking the Si- 
lence, an organization which collects eyewitness testi- 
mony of Israeli soldiers who have seen or participat- 
ed in the abuse of Palestinians. These attacks on the 
Israeli left are made more urgent, from Netanyahu's 
viewpoint, by the real possibility that a recent upsurge 
in Palestinian grassroots, non-violent protests might 
presage a new Intifada. 

There are some hopeful signs that the Israeli 
left may be reviving and forging links with grass- 
roots Palestinian activists. On March 9, thou- 
sands of Palestinian, Israeli and international 
peace activists came together in Sheikh Jarrah in 
support of Palestinians threatened with eviction 
and home demolitions. At the same time, leftist 
Israeli Knesset members called for the removal 
of illegal Israeli settlers from East Jerusalem and 
for respect of Palestinian residents’ rights. 

It was the first large demonstration in Sheikh Jar- 
rah not to be met with police violence. The Israeli High 
Court of Justice recently ruled that such gatherings 
were legal, a blow to the police. The demonstration had 
a festive atmosphere, complete with music. (However, 


one activist, Michael Solsbury, was arrested the next 
day for "suspicion of rioting.") This is the spirit of peace- 
ful co-existence that the current Israeli government 
can't accept, and it is where hope for the future may 
yet exist. As evicted Palestinian resident Nasser Ghawi 
said, "The Jerusalem Municipality has confiscated our 
family's tents 16 times. We have no more tents to live 



Youth protesting at Nabi Saleh 


in, but maybe if Israelis continue to support us we may 
be able to return home." 

Many on the Israeli left have been shocked into 
activity by recent violence against Palestinians. There 
have been serious clashes with police around the A1 
Aqsa and Ibrahimi mosques with dozens injured and 
arrested. This violence continues. On March 26, in 
Bil'in, Palestinians and Israelis, demonstrating against 
the wall, were met with tear gas and shock grenades, 


and an Israeli youth was beaten by soldiers. Similar 
situations occurred at recent demonstrations against 
the wall in Nil'in, Nabi Saleh and A1 Ma'sara, where 
demonstrators expressed solidarity with local activist, 
Omar Ala-Din, who had been brutally beaten after be- 
ing recognized by soldiers at an army checkpoint a few 
weeks earlier. Ala-Din, returning home from a theater 
performance in Ramallah, had been kicked, punched 
and shocked with a taser. The support march in A1 
Ma'sara, which included an Israeli-Italian samba band, 
ended peacefully. 

An Israeli judge criticized the army for its treat- 
ment of Ala-Din, and he is considering a lawsuit. 

Also, in Qalandiyah and Nabi Saleh Israeli police 
responded to protests against closed checkpoints by fir- 
ing tear gas and rubber bullets indiscriminately into 
traffic. A number of injuries resulted. 

The Israeli government is designating areas like 
Bil'in, with ongoing protest movements, as closed mili- 
tary zones, creating grounds for more violence. In the 
words of lawyer Gaby Lasky, "This is yet another ille- 
gal measure taken by the Army, which makes ill use of 
its authority in order to suppress dissent and infringe 
on the already volatile freedom of speech in the Ter- 
ritories. Closed military zone orders are not meant to 
deal with demonstrations, which are clearly in the civic 
rather than the military realm." 

The governments of Israel, Iran and Saudi Ara- 
bia and other reactionary powers are playing a vastly 
dangerous game. A reviving Israeli left and a growing 
grassroots Palestinian struggle, together with the oppo- 
sition in Iran, constitute a regional anti-war movement. 


People's Climate Summit and protests in Bolivia 


Thailand 


We are, above all, fed up with the hypocrisy of rich 
countries, which are leaving us without a habitable 
planet while making pompous speeches to cover up their 
heist. . . . The rights of human beings and the rights of 
nature are two names of the same dignity. 

— Eduardo Galeano 

As we go to press, the World Peoples' Summit on 
Climate Change and Rights of Mother Earth is taking 
place in Bolivia. Called by President Evo Morales af- 
ter the disastrous failure of the Copenhagen Climate 
Summit (see "Copenhagen climate summit sabotages 
humanity's future," Jan/Feb 2010 N&L), the People's 
Summit is supposed to present an anti-capitalist alter- 
native coming from the Global South. 

"We believe that there are two paths in this time 
for proposals and action," reads the program for the 
Summit. "Either we continue down the path of capital- 
ism and death, or we advance on the path of the world's 
people and the native nations for the harmony with na- 
ture and the Culture of Life." 

The 17 working groups of the conference range 
from Climate Migrants to Dangers of Carbon Markets. 
In addition, many of the 15,000 environmental activists 
from around the globe are putting on hundreds of "self- 
called events." 

While there is no doubt about the anti-capi- 
talist focus of the event, the most difficult chal- 
lenge is: How to leave capitalism, economically, 
politically and socially? What ideas and actions 
can move in that direction and create an emanci- 
patory alternative? 

Take Bolivia. The uprooting change of the last de- 
cade, led by Indigenous social movements, has remade 
the political map of Bolivia. Indeed, the days leading 
up to the Summit were the 10th anniversary of the 
great 2000 water war in Cochabamba, a catalyst of Bo- 
livia's transformation. Yet today, the Bolivian masses 
are experiencing how difficult it is to transform politi- 
cal changes — represented by the overthrow of the old 
regime, the election of Morales, the first Indigenous 
president, and a "progressive" Congress — into signifi- 
cant economic and social transformation. 

While the People's Summit is happening, an im- 
portant protest is taking place at the silver-lead-zinc 
San Cristobal mine located in the central Potosi region 
of Bolivia. The mine, owned by a Japanese company, 
Sumitomo, signed a contract with the Morales govern- 
ment in 2007 to begin operation. Sumitomo came in 
and promised development, but improvements have not 
happened. The protesters, residents of the area, object 
to this agreement and are blocking roads and a railway, 
so that the ore from the mine cannot be transported. 

Sumitomo is one of the companies hoping to get a 
concession to develop Bolivia's vast lithium deposits. 
Lithium is used in batteries for electric vehicles. 

But this raises the question: How can Bolivia es- 
cape the vicious capitalist trap it has endured ever 
since the Potosi silver mines of the 16th century, when 
Indigenous slave labor supplied Spain, and thus Eu- 
rope, with massive amounts of silver? Is lithium to be 
the new silver extraction from Bolivia? 

The question of "What Happens After?" the social 
rebellion overthrows the old regime, weighs heavily on 


today's Bolivia, still caught in the web of capitalism. 
When it cannot be otherwise in a small impoverished 
country, where are paths forward? 

Today the social forces from below — who created 
the new revolutionary moment in Bolivia over the past 
decade — find themselves struggling, not alone with the 
neo-liberal form of capitalism seeking to maintain its 
dominance, but with the state-form of their own Mo- 
rales-led government and congress. To be sure they 
still support Morales and to a lesser extent his coali- 
tion, MAS. 

But the social movements are demanding their 
independence. Their demand for a constitutional as- 
sembly from below was transformed into writing a new 
constitution by party representatives. The social move- 
ments are questioning the depth of changes within Bo- 
livia — whether the government will take concrete ac- 
tions that truly match the anti-capitalist rhetoric. 

Thus Bolivia, with its dramatic, 2000-2010 trans- 
formations, is surely the correct place to hold an alter- 
native climate change conference to confront capital- 
ism's destructive expansion that damns humanity and 
nature. It is as well, the place that can show us how 
deep and ongoing is the needed social change, not alone 
against capitalism, but for a new human world. 

— Eugene Walker 


The "Red Shirts" protest movement in Thailand oc- 
cupied parts of the capital and dozens were killed and 
injured in clashes with security forces, causing a po- 
litical crisis. The government of Prime Minister Abhisit 
Vejjajiva, once a "reformer" himself, faces the United 
Front for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD) which 
is led by billionaire former Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra. In that regard it is a struggle among dif- 
ferent elements of the Thai ruling class. 

However, many poorer people have been active as 
"Red Shirts." Thailand is a country of gross inequali- 
ties, with a growing working class in auto and other 
industries. Workers and peasants have been hit espe- 
cially hard by the world economic crisis. Their occu- 
pation of the tony Ratchaprasong shopping district is 
heavily symbolic. 

Both Thaksin and Abhisit have shown that they do 
not have the interests of poor workers and peasants at 
heart. The potential does exist for the situation to go 
beyond their control, as more of the poorest sections of 
the Thai people are drawn into the continuing protests. 
When this began to happen a year ago, Thaksin and 
the UDD called off protests. The Thai people confront 
a world stage of state-capitalism, represented in both 
factions of the ruling class, and ultimately will need to 
go beyond that perspective to articulate their indepen- 
dence. 
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WORKSHOPTALKS 


Battleline over safety 


BP's Gulf oil spill lays waste 
to workers, environment 


by Htun Lin 

One might think oil workers and healthcare work- 
ers don't have much in common. But we do. We all think 
a lot about the quality of our work. This is not about 
"professional pride" that management promotes with 
"employee of the month" type public relations cam- 
paigns. It has to do with safety, not just our personal 
safety but the health and welfare of everyone. 

In 1996, we won a "quality-of-care" provision at the 
HMO where I work in a landmark California Nurses' 
Association labor contract. Since then, other unions be- 
gan to get on the quality care bandwagon. 

Challenges kept coming not only from manage- 
ment of HMOs but also from the California governor. 
Schwarzenegger tried to use the courts to reverse the 
nurse-to-patient safety ratios. But we healthcare work- 
ers stood our ground. Overall, fewer people have been 
killed or injured at the hands of HMOs over the years. 

The workers at BP's Deepwater Horizon drill- 
ing platform were not so fortunate. According to one 
of the workers who survived the explosion, engineers 
concerned about safety wanted to slow down drilling in 
order to perform more tests. 

They were overruled by a BP executive who was 
flown in by helicopter. He admonished the crew about 
cost over-runs. He lectured them that too much invest- 
ment money would be lost if production did not meet in- 
vestors' expectations. Therefore he demanded produc- 
tion be sped up. The day after he left, the rig exploded. 

continued on p. 3 


BLACK/REDVIEW 


by John Alan 

50-year N&L legacy 
alive today 

Editors' note : John Alan turns his column over to 
Robert Taliaferro, who sent the following greeting to the 
News and Letters Committees 2010 Convention. 

When I was first introduced to News and Let- 
ters Committees (NLC), it was based on a discussion 
regarding my thoughts on an N&L article about po- 
litical prisoners. The results of that discussion were 
published in N&L. The life-long association with NLC 
began shortly thereafter, when I was sent to a private- 
ly run CCA prison in Tennessee. 

Twelve years later NLC has become not only a 
source of theory and practice, but family. We mourn 
the loss of Mary Joan, yet celebrate the vision of Raya 
and those of us who have kept that vision alive. Though 
leaner, we have become stronger. It saddens me that 
some are no longer a part of NLC. It saddens me that, 
with such great potential, we lost a lot of our comrades 
to simple pride and arrogance, rather than looking at 
the much larger reason for our existence... 
DUNAYEVSKAYA'S VISION STILL STANDS 

Yet with that sadness comes a joy that after 50 
plus years, the vision of Raya in the formation of a 
Marxist-Humanist relationship with the world by way 
of News and Letters Committees still stands. There is 
a joy that a person such as myself, incarcerated, can 

continued on p. 8 


ON THE INSIDE 


p. 4 WRITINGS OF RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 
Recollections of Leon Trotsky 
p. 5 Gloria Joseph and Margaret Randall 
on Raya Dunayevskaya Centenary 
p. 9 EDITORIAL: Endless U.S. Afghan War 


ONLINE: www.newsandletters.org 


by Franklin Dmitryev 

The April 20 explosion of the Deepwater Horizon 
oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico, killing 11 workers and 
setting off a colossal oil spill, brought to the fore the 
contradictions rife in state-capitalism. 

The gigantic forces harnessed by automated pro- 
duction yield just as gigantic unintended — though 
often anticipated — consequences. In this case, clear 
warnings about the threat to workers and the potential 
for an unprecedented gusher 
had been swept under the rug 
in the drive for production of 
that key commodity, oil. Before 
it is over, this oil spill will ex- 
ceed all others except possibly 
the 1910-11 Lakeview Gusher 
near Bakersfield, Calif., and 
Saddam Hussein's deliberate 
release during the Gulf War of 
1991. It includes at the same 
time a gusher of gas, "the most 
vigorous methane eruption 
in modern human history," 
which could cause additional 
vast dead zones in the Gulf. 1 

Protests spread, from the 
May 30 rally of 1,000 in Jack- 
son Square, New Orleans; to the June 26 Hands Across 
the Sand actions that were countrywide, including 
many groups in the hundreds gathering at Gulf Coast 
beaches; to continuing actions like the protests in Chi- 
cago and New York (see articles, p. 10) and the World- 
wide BP Protest Days on June 12 and July 10. 
WORKERS SACRIFICED TO PRODUCTION 

Working on oil rigs in the Gulf of Mexico is partic- 
ularly dangerous: from 2006 to 2009, 30 workers died 
and 1,296 were injured in 632 fires, explosions and 
other accidents. Many more injuries were covered up. 
Press coverage brought out BP's sordid history of safe- 
ty violations, including the 2005 explosion at its Texas 
refinery that killed 15 workers in and around tempo- 
rary work trailers. A leaked memo showed that BP had 
compared workers to "three little pigs" in deciding to 
save money by not buying blast-resistant trailers. 

Workers and engineers from the Deepwater Hori- 
zon have told of the many ways corners were cut and 
danger signs ignored in the rush to production before 
the April 20 explosion. 2 

1. "Aggies study effects of spill," by Alec Goetz, The Battalion , 
6/23/2010. 

2. Especially chilling was the May 16 60 Minutes interview 
with Mike Williams, Chief Electronics Technician of the rig. 


While BP is one of the most blatant killers, suck- 
ing the life out of workers, quickly or slowly, to build up 
capital is the very essence of the system. The latest di- 
saster came on the heels of the Massey mine explosion 
15 days earlier (see "For Mine Bosses, 29 Dead Just the 
Cost of Digging Coal," May- June 2010 N&L), and three 
days earlier another explosion at the Tesoro oil refin- 
ery near Seattle killed seven. An explosion in February 
at the Kleen Energy power plant under construction 

in Connecticut killed 
five workers. 

In the U.S. over 
5,000 workers are 
killed on the job ev- 
ery year, while ten 
times that many 
die from occupa- 
tional diseases, and 
several million are 
injured. 

Workers cleaning 
up after the oil spill 
are also endangered. 
Over one million gal- 
lons of toxic chemical 
dispersants have been 
pumped and sprayed 
into the ocean, with 
unknown environmental effects. The dispersants' 
manufacturer warns that respirators should be used, 
yet BP banned cleanup workers from using them. 
Workers are becoming seriously ill from the toxins — 
how many workers is unclear, since neither BP nor the 
government is keeping track. Like 9/11 first respond- 
ers, previous oil cleanup workers have been abandoned 
when the work made them sick. Shortly after the 1989 
Exxon Valdez spill, specialists with the Laborers Inter- 
national Union warned Alaska's labor department of 
risks of long-term organ damage to cleanup workers, 
but the state and federal governments failed to moni- 
tor them, while Exxon tried to cover up illnesses. 
FOSSIL FUELS 1 DEADLY LEGACY 

From the start of the industrial revolution, fos- 
sil fuels have been key to capitalism, for the energy to 
drive its machines for production and, later, for trans- 
portation of its commodities, its commuters/consumers 
and its armies of destruction. Fossil fuel industries, 
therefore, combine extraordinary political and eco- 
nomic power with a recklessly lethal drive for produc- 
tion. They are heavily implicated in environmental 
racism across the world. 

• In the Niger Delta in West Africa, Shell Oil pulls 

continued on p. 10 



The new white supremacist United States 


The heavily armed neo-Nazis "patrolling" the bor- 
der between Arizona and Mexico, manhandling and 
threatening who they will, are a measure of the U.S.'s 
fall into the abyss. At no time since the Civil Rights 
era has open racism been so accepted in the public life 
of this country. It is now being proclaimed defiantly, 
unashamedly. The passage of anti-immigrant measure 
SB 1070 and subsequent Arizona laws — which were 
written by open white supremacists, the Federation for 
American Immigration Reform (FAIR) — are a gauntlet 
thrown down to all freedom movements. 
UNASHAMED RACISM REARS HIDEOUS HEAD 

The truth of what is happening is undisguised: 
from the words of FAIR founder John Tanton, "As 
Whites see their power and control over their lives de- 
clining, will they simply go quietly into the night? Or 
will there be an explosion?"; or the statement of a Tea 
Party publicist that "we look for key words and images 
to leverage the intense rage and anxiety of white work- 
ing-class conservatives"; or Patrick Buchanan openly 
hailing the Tea Parties as a "New White Nationalism". 

These racist moves have to be called what they re- 
ally are. They have to be opposed in every way possible, 
the racist laws overturned and discredited. 

As it stands, SB 1070 creates a second-class citizen 


status based upon racial divisions, unprecedented in 
recent U.S. history. Since its passage in Arizona, 20 
other states are considering similar legislation. 

These laws would target people crossing the 
U.S.-Mexico border, but would of course place no 
restrictions on the flow of U.S. capital into Mex- 
ico which plays such a role in displacing people 
from the land and forcing them to seek a place in 
a cruel, barely regulated industrial landscape of 
cardboard housing and border sweatshops. 

For years some immigrants' rights activists 
warned of the possibility of such drastic legislation 
being passed. But in the words of one Chicago activ- 
ist, "We thought they were exaggerating, that this just 
couldn't happen here. We honestly didn't believe that 
this country's politics could become so reactionary." 

As bad as the Arizona laws are, they represent the 
tip of the iceberg. The ultra-reactionary Tea Party can- 
didates who are running for election this year intend 
to push things even further. It was no accident that 
Rand Paul, after his victory in Kentucky's Republican 
primary election, told a national television audience 
that he did not support parts of the 1965 Civil Rights 
Act. Specifically, he opposes the idea that private 
businesses can be prevented from discriminating and 

continued onp. 11 
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Fighting 50 years after the pill 


WOMAN 

REASON 


by Terry Moon 

The anniversary of one pill and the debate around 
others tell a tale of capitalism's drive for profit vs. wom- 
en's struggle for the right to control our own bodies. 

While many have noted that 2010 is the 50th an- 
niversary of the birth control pill, and a few acknowl- 
edged that women, not just pharmaceutical companies, 
"played a role," the truth is that with "the Pill," women 
changed history. 

In 1969, The Doctors' Case Against the Pill by 
Barbara Seaman, a pioneer in the women's liberation 
self-health movement, changed how Big Pharma did 
business. It made public what birth control pill man- 
ufacturers had always known but kept secret: the pill 
increased women's risk for cancer, heart disease, dia- 
betes, and stroke. She exposed that the pill had been 
tested on poor women in Puerto 
Rico given unconscionable high- 
dose pills and no informed consent. 

Her book was so explosive that 
Congress was forced to hold hear- 
ings in 1970, but women who had 
suffered from the pill were not al- 
lowed to testify. Women disrupted 
the proceedings. Two at a time, 30 
women jumped up to yell out a truth about their lives, 
a critique of the committee, or a fact about the pill and 
how it had damaged their, or other women's, lives. 
WOMEN CHANGED MEDICAL HISTORY 

Because of what women did, birth control pills 
were the first drug to have a warning label, something 
we now take for granted; and Seaman also insisted on 
the right of all patients to information and informed 
consent for drug tests. 

Drug companies took the fact that women use med- 
ical services more than men to attempt to make money 
off of legitimate health concerns and problems, and to 
brand perfectly normal conditions as diseases: 

• While marketed for everything from heart health 
to preventing dementia to younger looking skin, hor- 
mone replacement therapy (HRT) did nothing for those 
problems but did give hundreds of thousands of women 
breast cancer and strokes. Drug companies are are still 
marketing HRT for preventing dementia, whereas long- 
term HRT "therapy" increases dementia as well as mild 
cognitive impairment! 

• A new diagnosis "osteopenia," or bone density 
below "normal" but not low enough to be osteoporosis, 
is a way to sell costly drugs with dangerous side effects. 
Since normal bone mass is that of an average 30-year- 
old, and bone naturally deteriorates with age, almost 
all women older than 30 could be diagnosed with "os- 
teopenia," even though there is nothing abnormal or 
ill about them. Big Pharma's eagerness to push their 
drugs to "cure" a normal condition is seen in their offer- 
ing free bone density scanning machines to doctors and 
their creation of "guidelines" recommending women be 
screened at 50 when no science-based organization rec- 
ommends screening women under age 65. 

• Women dodged the so-called "female viagra," 
Flibanserin, which purported to treat "hypoactive 
sexual desire disorder" — a fancy new "diagnosis" for 



by Artemis 

The Simone de Beauvoir Institute, a women's 
studies college at Concordia University in Quebec, the 
Canadian Civil Liberties Association and the Angli- 
can diocese of Montreal, are speaking against Bill 94, 
which would prohibit Muslim women from wearing the 
niqab (face veil) while working in the public sector or 
receiving government services including education and 
healthcare. 

* * * 

The Harvard Humanitarian Initiative interviewed 
4,000 rape victims in the eastern South Kivu province 
of Democratic Republic of Congo. It found 60% were 
gang raped. In 2008, over a third of the rapes were 
committed by civilians, up from 1% in 2004. Rape as a 
weapon of war influenced its social acceptance. When 
UN initiatives are carried out, both the rebels and the 

government use rape to punish civilians. 

* * * 

In India's West Bengal state, police have arrested 

ten men from the Oraon tribe for the kidnappings and 

murders of five women. They stated a priest urged 
them to murder the women, claiming they were "witch- 
es" who had caused a spate of deaths by disease. Indian 
feminists state that priests, tribal chiefs, and relatives 
often accuse widows and divorcees of witchcraft so they 

can take control of their property when they are killed. 

* * * 

The Reformed Political Party in the Netherlands 
can no longer bar women from office according to a 
recent court ruling which states that the Dutch are a 
party to the UN Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women. 


"low" sexual desire. The FDA turned down drugmaker 
Boehringer Ingelheim's request for approval but only 
because it was no more effective than a placebo and had 
serious side effects. It should have been refused because 
many times low sexual desire is normal, because who is 
to say what is "normal sexual desire" in the first place, 
and because we should live in a society where different 
ranges of sexual desire are not an excuse for medical- 
ization. Big Pharma has been attempting to cash in on 
a "female Viagra" for over a decade with no doubt a new 
drug and disease diagnosis in the works. 
ANTI-ABORTION HYPOCRISY 

Now, what about a drug that appears very safe, 
that was approved last year in 22 countries? That drug, 
ulipristal acetate, to be sold as EllaOne, is a new "morn- 
ing after" birth control pill. It can protect a woman from 
pregnancy five days after unprotected sexual in- 
tercourse, rather than only three days, as does 
Plan B. That is the drug the right-wing fanatics 
chose to protest as unsafe. 

Concerned Women of America and the Amer- 
ican Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists prove their fanatical ideology by 
decrying EllaOne: "It kills embryos, just like the 
abortion pill. It's embryotoxic." This drug is for 
expelling a few cells that one would be hard-pressed to 
see under a powerful microscope. It's a fertilized egg, 
not even a fetus. 

EllaOne is birth control, whether it works by keep- 
ing a woman from ovulating, as the science suggests, or 
by keeping a fertilized egg from implanting in a wom- 
an's womb, as the fanatics would like people to believe. 
Hilariously, these groups claim they fear women will 
use EllaOne to abort a fetus, putting themselves at risk 
for life-threatening complications. If that's what they 
are really worried about, they should be fans of early 
abortions, one of the safest procedures available, safer 
than actually having a baby. 

If the Concerned Women of America cared at all 
about women and drugs, they might turn their atten- 
tion from ones proven safe, to those being pushed on 
women by drug companies driven to disregard women's 
health and lives by capitalism's hunger for profit. 

In our world, women fight for the right to control 
our bodies and lives, and create a new world based on 
human foundations where that kind of struggle will be 
part of a proud past. 

STOP Saklneh Mohammad I 
Ashtiani's execution! 

Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani, convicted of adul- 
tery in Iran in 2006, endured 99 lashes, then was 
sentenced to death 
by stoning. A huge 
public outcry blocked 
the stoning, but she 
still faces execution 
for a "crime" she did 
not commit and for 
which she has al- 
ready endured pun- 
ishment. To protest 
this inhuman act 
send letters of pro- 
test to: http://iran- 
solidarity.blogspot. 
com/2010/06/please- 
help-our-mother-return-home-stop.html. For more in- 
formation go to: http://freesakineh.org. 

Bill Brady unwelcome 

Chicago — On June 29, at 11:30 AM pro-choice, pro- 
jobs and pro-equal rights demonstrators threw an "Un- 
welcoming Party" for Illinois Republican gubernatorial 
candidate Bill Brady. About 20 anti-Brady demonstra- 
tors, and a few pro-Brady people, initially gathered out- 
side an upscale restaurant at the corner of Grand and 
Clark, where Brady was the guest of honor. Our rally 
grew to about 30 while the number of pro-Brady-ites 
remained the same. Every truck and car that honked 
as they passed by, made it clear they were doing so in 
solidarity with the protestors. 

Extreme right-wing Brady is anti-choice, includ- 
ing banning abortion across the U.S. by amending the 
Constitution. He favors lowering the minimum wage 
and allowing pharmacists to refuse filling birth control 
prescriptions they find morally objectionable. He oppos- 
es embryonic stem cell research, Family Medical Leave 
laws, equal pay for equal work for women, gay rights, 
and Illinois' law requiring mammograms, pap smears 
and prescription contraceptives be covered by insur- 
ance. Jason Plummer, his running mate for Lieutenant 
Governor is also ultra-conservative. 

Illinois Choice Action Team organized the protest, 
and members of Jobs With Justice were among the ral- 
liers, along with others outraged by Brady's retrogres- 
sive politics. 

— Elise 


b 


Review of 'The Means 
of Reproduction' 

Michelle Goldberg's The Means of Reproduction : 
Sex, Power, and the Future of the World describes how an 
international movement of feminism and reproductive 
justice began when women 
were appointed to head U.S. 
programs started in the late 
1950s to curb overpopula- 
tion. Experts predicted that 
overpopulation in developing 
countries would lead to star- 
vation, which would slow 
development, cause environ- 
mental damage and tempt 
the masses to turn to state 
"Communism." 

Funding was provided 
to USAID, the Ford Founda- 
tion, International Planned 
Parenthood Foundation, and the International Wom- 
en's Health Coalition for contraception and safe abor- 
tion and made foreign aid dependent on accepting 
them. They pushed to create the UN Population Fund. 
WOMEN TRANSFORMED UN POLICY 

Women changed these programs' racist, sexist 
methods of treating women in the developing world 
as objects that must be controlled. They asked women 
what reproductive help they needed. They provided 
funding when women said they needed healthcare for 
their children, literacy training, bank loans for small 
businesses, and legal education to know their rights. 

But genetic engineering, irrigation and chemical 
fertilizers, which produced larger harvests, made the 
threat of overpopulation temporarily seem less press- 
ing. The religious right that helped Ronald Reagan 
and George W. Bush into power joined the Catholic 
hierarchy to oppose proven strategies of contraception 
and abortion in favor of abstinence. Goldberg describes 
the many gruesome results of these policies in Latin 
America where women still die, not only from illegal 
abortions but because doctors give them drugs to stop 
miscarriage or refuse to operate on ectopic pregnancies. 

During George W. Bush's administration, religious 
conservatives appointed to U.N. commissions lied that 
UNFPA funded forced abortions in China. Even when 
all evidence disproved this, the administration still 
used it as an excuse to cut UNFPA funding. 
SISTERHOOD BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH 

The religious right also exploited the notion some- 
times promoted by the left and even some feminists, 
that empowering women in developing countries inter- 
feres with traditional cultures. But Goldberg shows that 
anti-abortion laws are often an artifact of colonialism. 
More importantly, she shows that women in developing 
countries resist patriarchal control of their fertility and 
other anti-woman practices on their own and are glad 
to receive help from Western feminists in the form of 
funding and public awareness. She gives an example 
of an African woman, Agnes Pareyio, who used funds 
from Eve Ensler's V-Day Foundation to create a shelter 
for girls who run away from female genital mutilation. 

Many Westerners think that world overpopulation 
can only be controlled by forced contraception, steriliza- 
tion, and abortion. Recently, the religious right claimed 
that only forcing women to be submissive, childbearing 
wives can raise the falling birthrate of European coun- 
tries with aging populations. Goldberg proves both no- 
tions wrong. Women limit the size of their families and 
are better able to take care of their children when they 
control their own fertility. At the same time, women as- 
sured of equal marriage partnerships and the right to 
continue their careers feel safe enough to have children. 
SELF-DETERMINATION A RADICAL ACT 

While Goldberg doesn't describe the role the femi- 
nist movement played in this international women's 
liberation movement, she does explain that listening 
to women and empowering them to be self-determining 
individuals is not only a radical act that improves ev- 
erything in society but a necessary one for solving the 
world's most pressing problems. Women who are edu- 
cated and in control of their own finances use them to 
improve the health, economy, and development of their 
communities. The African HIV/AIDS epidemic has not 
been solved by restricting female sexuality, but it can 
be helped by freeing women from rape, genital mutila- 
tion, and forced marriage as well as by helping them 
protect themselves with condoms. Ending the selective 
abortions of female fetuses in India and China would 
prevent the potential political instability that experts 
say might result from a larger ratio of men to women. 

This book shows that the globalization of human 
rights does not have to come at the expense of cultural 
identity. The desire for freedom, to be in control of one's 
life, is a universal drive. It does not lead to selfishness 
and social disintegration as right-wingers would have 
it, but to the exercise of social responsibility. The book 
quotes several experts saying the global liberation of 
women is one of the most important issues of our time. 

— Adele 
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UAW election and battles to come 


Detroit — As Bob King was elected president of 
the United Auto Workers (UAW) on June 16, the di- 
vide between the union and its leadership has never 
been greater than it is today. Douglas Fraser opened 
the floodgates of concessions in 1979 by volunteering 
cuts in workers' pay and benefits to "save" Chrysler 
from what was called "impending bankruptcy" by then 
Chrysler president and flim-flam 
artist Lee Iacocca. Chrysler work- 
ers to this day have not recovered 
what they lost. 

Every UAW president since 
has agreed to an unending series 
of concessions. Beginning in 2005 
outgoing president Ron Gettelfin- 
ger did more than any of his pre- 
decessors to promote the fantasy 
that "we, the members and the 
companies, are in this together." 

As one GM worker who had been 
laid off noted, "I've never seen a 
GM executive on that assembly 
line." 

The 2005-09 contract was 
scrapped in 2007 for another concessionary four-year 
agreement, which was again changed in 2009 — this 
time the concessions were called "contract modifica- 
tions." Concessions cut starting wages for new workers 
from $28 to $14 an hour, eliminated retiree healthcare 
and pension benefits for new workers, and assessed 
higher healthcare premiums. 

The UAW assumed healthcare liabilities of retir- 
ees totaling $88 billion in a Voluntary Employee Ben- 
eficiary Association (VEBA) trust fund. Other conces- 
sions eliminated job banks for laid-off workers, reduced 
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continued from p. 1 

Since then, labor and environmental activists have 
exposed BP's long and sordid history of cutting corners 
on safety in order to increase production. An investiga- 
tion panel was formed after a BP explosion at a Texas 
refinery, exposing long-term disputes over safety data 
between managers and front-line workers. The rig 
worker who testified about the explosion at the Deep- 
water Horizon reported the same disputes between 
workers and management over safety issues. 
SPEEDUPS KILL 

Ask any miner or healthcare worker. We experience 
daily what the oil rig worker was talking about. We all 
know speedups kill. After a long campaign exposing 
horror stories of patient deaths and injuries at the hands 
of our HMO, rank-and-file healthcare workers were able 
to put "quality" and safety language in the contract. 

Since then, our struggle to maintain safety and 
quality standards continues against both the employer 
and our own sellout union leadership. They created la- 
bor-management forums which are supposed to handle 
issues of "mutual interest." These meetings focus on 
lecturing us on the importance of "reducing sick time" 
and " cutting costs." 

When they discuss safety, their take on that issue is 
worlds apart from our focus. Their obsession is to lower 
the cost of workers' compensation when employees get 
injured on the job from trips, falls, etc. Hardly any time 
is spent on what we workers are concerned about. 
SAFETY VS. BOTTOM LINE 

The report on the BP Texas Refinery Explosion de- 
scribed a similar ongoing battle between managers, ob- 
sessed with ledgers, and workers concerned with safety 
on the shop floor. 

This split in the labor process is the source of work- 
ers' alienation. There is a division between mental la- 
bor and manual labor. Each one is alienated from na- 
ture as well as their own labor. BP CEO Tony Hayward 
famously said "I want my life back." Don't we all? But 
that is impossible so long as capitalist conditions of la- 
bor persist. The disastrous consequences sadly have all 
been laid bare for all of us to see. 

Workers' concerns with health, safety and welfare 
impinge on everyone our laboring activity touches, 
including the quality of life for the whole planet. No 
amount of monetary compensation can make up for the 
damage caused when workers are ignored. A Louisiana 
couple whose family ran a shrimping outfit for genera- 
tions told me, "Our life is over. No amount of money can 
bring it back." 

Crisis management has become capital's business- 
as-usual, as one crisis after another has become the 
rule. BP and HMO executives are satisfied with their 
fancy charts and ledgers, crafted in comfortable suites, 
looking only at cost and profit projections. They are in a 
world apart from our reality and life. 

Our survival as a species as well as life on the plan- 
et depend on taking matters into our own hands. Any 
resolution short of that will keep all of us hostage to the 
current crisis-as-norm mode. 


overtime, gave up holiday and vacation payments, sus- 
pended cost-of-living increases altogether as well as 
performance bonuses and gave up lump sum bonuses 
agreed to in 2007. The loss to each worker has been 
from $7,000 to $30,000 a year. 

In addition, as a result of GM and Chrysler bank- 
ruptcies, wages were frozen for entry-level workers, a 
no-strike clause until 2015 was accepted, vision and 

dental care were not of- 
fered, and skilled trades 
classifications were re- 
duced, meaning more 
speed-up. 

But King had aggres- 
sively supported these 
concessions and also tried 
to convince Ford workers 
to accept them. Instead, 
Ford workers, by a 70% 
vote, rejected them. 

In 1970 King had gone 
to work at the huge Ford 
Rouge plant, and in 1984 
was elected president of 
Ford Local 600. He began the tried-and-true path into 
the UAW bureaucracy by becoming a militant and vocal 
opposition to the union leadership. This thorn in the 
side of the union was pulled out in the predictable way: 
in 1989 he was appointed to a regional directorship, 
and in 1998 was elevated to a UAW vice presidency in 
charge of national organizing and the UAW's Ford De- 
partment. 

In this year's election, for the first time since 1992, 
there was a real opposition candidate. Gary Walkowski, 
a dissident committeeman from Local 600, strongly op- 
posed the concessions that King supported. While no 
one expected Walkowski to win, this organized opposi- 
tion indicates the mood of rank-and-file workers who 
are seething over the concessions that resulted in hun- 
dreds of thousands of laid off auto workers and increas- 
ingly dehumanized conditions of work on the produc- 
tion line. 

King is 63 years old and will serve only one four- 
year term, since the UAW constitution requires retire- 
ment at 65. While he says his top priority is to restore 
the concessions lost since 2005, some present attitudes 
he displays raise many questions. 

He is a firm believer in cooperating with auto man- 
agement, which has consistently resulted in worsening 
conditions for workers. He points with pride to an auto 
supplier plant in Indiana, whose management demand- 
ed $3 million in concessions but permitted the union 
to study production in the plant. The UAW team rec- 
ommended changes that saved the company $9 million 
and cancelled the concessions. There is no mention of 
whether the changes improved or worsened the work- 
er's conditions. 

The present state of the union does not lead to opti- 
mism. Membership has drastically declined, plummet- 
ing from over 1.5 million in 1970 to 392,000 today, the 
lowest number in 70 years, with more than a quarter 
of that number not involved in auto production. The 
union's treasury has also nose-dived — from $69 million 
to $1.2 million. 

The present auto contract expires in 2011, King's 
only chance to improve autoworkers' conditions. But the 
situation has changed drastically in that the UAW now 
owns more than half of Chrysler and a big chunk of GM 
resulting from the bankruptcies. King will obviously 
have to consider the UAW's stake in the companies, and 
all indications are that his focus will be on the corpo- 
rate bottom line — the UAW's as well as the companies'. 
As many auto workers are now saying, the UAW is the 
company. This does not bode well for the future welfare 
of rank-and-file auto workers. 

—Andy Phillips 

Inhuman work hours 

Elmhurst, III. — Members of Teamsters Local 710 at 
vending company Compass surprised many on July 6 
by voting down the company’s “last, best and final offer” 
for a new five-year contract. Going into negotiations, it 
was the route drivers who expressed the loudest dissat- 
isfaction, over longer and longer work days. Since the 
last contract five years ago and all route drivers became 
commission drivers, no longer paid by the hour, the av- 
erage route work day has gone from eight to ten hours 
then to 12, 14, even 16 hours, with the occasional horror 
stories of a 20-hour day in an emergency. 

The inhuman hours were not addressed in the 
contract we voted on — we were told that assignment of 
work was a management prerogative. Somebody posted 
the paragraph from the contract about management’s 
right to manage. The way Compass chose to manage 
was to hire not at all or very reluctantly even as busi- 
ness increased and as fed-up drivers with 20 or 30 years 
seniority quit — they did not want to make payments for 
new drivers into the union health plan. The company 
expected that raising the sales commission rate would 
overcome the anger over endless working hours. 

— Teamster 
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Dissidents picket 2010 UAW Convention in Detroit in June 


All work and no pay 

Detroit — A man from the soup kitchen called Cen- 
tro Obrero for help getting his paycheck. He said that 
the company pays only one week for three weeks' pay. 

Most of the calls we get are in Spanish from people 
who worked for similar employers and do not get paid, 
or get injured or get charged for breaking equipment, or 
just get disrespected and want some relief. Most know 
that they have few rights that employers are bound to 
respect, but they know they are human beings, children 
of God who are entitled to decent treatment. 

This is what so many people are looking for now — 
not benefits, not full time work, not vacations, just the 
meager hourly rate of pay for the hours they worked. 
Sometimes we cannot recognize the Promised Land be- 
cause so much has been lost. 

But what has not been lost is the human desire for 
equity. Even people who have never experienced it seek 
it. It is a myth on one level, but is what gives many of 
us the reason to get up in the morning and the anger to 
fight exploitation and the ability to get another job and 
hope that this one will pay what it's supposed to pay 

Another man called and told me that he works for 
a food processor. They process pickles and beets and 
get paid, allegedly, $7.50 per hour, the legal minimum 
wage. No overtime was paid, although the crew worked 
many hours of overtime. The man takes a bus from 
the soup kitchen on Michigan and Trumbull at Man- 
na Meals to Chesterfield Township, does his work and 
comes back to Detroit. The other people he works with 
have not gotten paid either. 

This is one of hundreds of employers who exploit 
the most vulnerable workers: the homeless, who would 
likely not be homeless if they got their pay, and undocu- 
mented people who have no rights under the law except 
to make someone else rich. Never a dull moment in the 
Promised Land. 

When I called the employer, I was told that there 
was no money owed to anyone and that they have never 
had a wage claim filed against them. But then his em- 
ployer called me back and told me that he would be paid 
tomorrow. 

— Elena 

Labor rights in Greece 

Greece is not industrialized, as it was in the 1920s 
or 1930s. All but some steel and coal mining industries 
have closed or moved to other countries. Tourism is the 
main industry now. The labor movement, active be- 
tween the world wars, established social insurance and 
education as a right. Social services are free to all. 

The ruling parties, both Right and Center, have 
been trying to take those back. This moment of crisis 
is a great opportunity for them: they are generating a 
lot of propaganda that there is no other way out. People 
are desperate and the Left has nothing to offer. The 
big trade unions, which organized the one-day general 
strike, are a part of the government. 

The Communist Party is Stalinist to the bone. 
Their "united front" consists only of those who fully 
agree with them. Many other small Left groups have no 
access to workers and they have not been able to work 
together. They are trying to form a second Left Party, 
combining reformists, progressives, intellectuals, etc. 

The radical Left had some appeal with their calls 
to revolt after the police killed 15-year old Alexandros 
Grigoropoulos in December 2008 (see N&L Dec. 2008- 
Jan. 2009 and Feb. -Mar. 2009). But any coalitions they 
might have formed are splitting too. 

It is unusual for a general strike to be called 
for July. Strikes are usually of workers in the 
public sector, which is riddled with nepotism 
and corruption. People are disgusted, which led 
to some privatizing. 

People believe some sectors, like electricity, water, 
education, and healthcare should continue to be public 
and free. But there is no solidarity for the bank work- 
ers, for example. Even with strikes the workers are los- 
ing faith that they have any power. They have not got- 
ten material gains despite massive strikes. For years 
our only "wins" were to postpone attacks against us. 

People are trying to fight, but they have no clear 
way, no ideals or goals. "Radical" programs sound like 
pipe dreams. The "Take the guns now" calls for revolu- 
tion are laughable. A program with a chance would aim 
in the beginning at fixing obvious wrongs: prosecute 
rich tax evaders, let companies go bankrupt, etc. 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) insisted 
on slashing all public sector budgets. They were sup- 
posed to reform the private sector, too, but let them do 
what they want. The IMF is not out to save the economy 
but to slash workers' standard of living. 

Greece is not different than other places, there is 
no solution within capitalism. Yet the Left has no solu- 
tions either. Their call to strengthen the government 
is not radical enough. We need to abolish the state, go 
beyond private property. There is a lack of real radical 
theory that goes beyond reformism. 

German workers had a strike saying, "We are all 
Greek." But if the revolt does not spread, it will remain 
just messages of solidarity. 

— Natalia and Diamantis 
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor's note : To commemorate the 70th anni- 
versary of the August 21, 1940, assassination of Leon 
Trotsky by an agent of Stalin, we present Dunayevs- 
kaya's "Some Memories of Trotsky," written in 1965 
while visiting Japan (see Supplement to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection, #12639). Written as a special 
article for Asahi Shimbun, it was published on Dec. 
15, 1965, under the title, "Recollections of Trotsky" 
(see Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #9876). 

Because of the heroism of the former Russian 
Commissar of War, the rigors of exile when Stalin won 
the struggle for power, and the tragedy of Trotsky's as- 
sassination at the hands of a GPU assassin, much that 
has been written about Trotsky's later years has a sub- 
jective air about it. His last years seem to have provid- 
ed a field day for psychological approaches even on the 
part of political analysts. Recently, a novel has been 
published — and a TV "special" based on it — which im- 
putes to Trotsky a change in political outlook which 
allegedly he was unwilling to admit. Only people who 
have no thoughts of their own can so misconstrue the 
thoughts of others. 

LEON TROTSKY AT NO TIME let the subjec- 
tive factor enter into any of his analyses of objective 
situations. Quite the contrary. 

I remember one incident during the Moscow Tri- 
als, when "the General Staff of the Revolution" was 
killed off by Stalin, and Trotsky himself was accused 
of the most heinous crimes. The Russian bureaucracy 
had the state power — and the Lubianka;* the money, 
the brutality, the total disregard for history and, most 
of all, the time — a whole decade — in which to fabricate 
the greatest frame-up in all history. 

The Mexican press would hold open two columns 
of space for Trotsky to answer the charges levelled 
against him at the Moscow Trials in 1937-38. He 
had only a couple of hours in which to write his an- 
swers — and that only by virtue of the fact that Presi- 
dent Cardenas intervened on his behalf and asked the 
press to inform Trotsky of the charges as they came in 
on the teletype. Trotsky never knew what the accusa- 
tions would be, nor what the year was in which he was 
alleged to have done this or that crime. Moreover, the 
Trials had come at a time of the greatest personal grief 
in the Trotsky family, for the long arm of the GPU had 
reached out to kill the only living son of Trotsky, Leon 
Sedov. It was a predetermined, insidiously planned 
feat of a master intriguant, calculated to give Trotsky 
the blow that they hoped would render him incapable 
of answering the accusation against himself, that they 
knew would come in two short weeks. 

INDEED, THE DEATH OF LEON Sedov inflict- 
ed the deepest wound, and in a most vulnerable spot. 
Lev Davidovich and Natalia Ivanovna Trotsky locked 
themselves into their room and would see no one. For 
a whole week they did not come out of their room, and 
only one person was permitted in — the one who brought 
them the mail, and food of which they partook little. 

Those were dismal days for the whole secretarial 
staff. We did not see either L.D. or Natalia. We did not 
know how they fared, and feared the consequences of 
the tragedy upon them. We moved typewriters, the 
telephone, and even doorbells to the guardhouse, out 
of sound of their room. Their part of the house became 
deathly quiet. There was an oppressive air, as if the 
whole mountain chain of Mexico was pressing down 
upon this one house. 

The blow was the harder not only because Leon 
Sedov had been their only remaining living child, but 
also because he had been Trotsky's closest literary and 
political collaborator. When Trotsky was interned in 
Norway, gagged, not permitted to answer the charges 
leveled against him in the first Moscow Trials (August 
1936), Sedov had penned Le Livre Rouge, which, by 
brilliantly exposing the Moscow falsifiers, dealt an ir- 
reparable blow to the prestige of the GPU. 

In the dark days after the tragic news had reached 
us, when Lev Davidovich and Natalia Ivanovna were 
closeted in their room, he wrote the story of their son's 
brief life. It was the first time since pre-revolutionary 
days that Trotsky had written by hand. 

On the eighth day, Leon Trotsky emerged from his 
room. I was petrified at the sight of him. The neat, me- 
ticulous Leon Trotsky had not shaved for a whole week. 
His face was deeply lined. His eyes were swollen from 
too much crying. Without uttering a word, he handed 
me the handwritten manuscript, Leon Sedov, Son, 
Friend, Fighter, which contained some of Trotsky's 
most poignant writing. "I told Natalia of the death 
of our son," read one passage, "in the same month of 
February in which, 32 years ago, she brought to me in 
jail the news of his birth. Thus ended for us the day of 
February 16, the blackest day in our personal lives.... 
Together with our boy has died everything that still 

* The Lubianka building in Moscow contained a prison and 
the headquarters of the GPU, which acted as Stalin's secret 
police and was later known as the KGB. 


Recollections of Leon Ttotsky 


remained young within us...." 

But even this great grief did not dim Trotsky's ardor 
for the revolutionary cause. The pamphlet was dedicated 
"to the proletarian youth." If the GPU had counted on 
this blow to disable him, they counted on the wrong man. 

The following morning, the papers carried the an- 
nouncement of the Third Moscow Trials (March 1938). 
Trotsky labored late into the night. One day he was up 
at 7 a.m. and wrote until midnight. The next day he 
arose at 8 a.m. and worked straight through to 3 a.m. 
the following morning. The last day of the week he did 
not go to sleep until five in the morning. He drove him- 
self harder than any of his staff. 

’THE OLD MAN," AS WE called him affectionate- 
ly, wrote an average of 2,000 words a day. He gave state- 
ments to the NANA, the UP, AP, Havas Agence [Agence 
France-Presse], France, the London Daily Express, 
and the Mexican newspapers. His declarations were 
also issued in the Russian and German languages. The 
material was dictated in Russian. While I transcribed 
the dictation, the other secretaries checked every date, 
name and place mentioned at the trials. Trotsky de- 
manded meticulous, objective research work; the accus- 
ers had to be turned into the accused. 

Yet so unused to subjectivism was this revolution- 
ary that he was deeply incensed when the daily press 
printed "rumors" that Stalin had, at no time, been a 
revolutionist, but had always been "agent of the Tsar" 
and was now "wreaking vengeance." When I brought 
him the newspapers which carried this explanation 
of the blood purge resulting from the Moscow Trials, 
Trotsky exclaimed, "But Stalin was a revolutionist!" 

"Wait a moment," he called to me as I was leav- 
ing the room, "We'll add a postscript to today's article." 
Here is what he dictated: 

"The news has been widely spread through the 
press, to the effect that Stalin allegedly was an agent 
provocateur during Tsarism, and that he is now aveng- 
ing himself upon his old enemies. I place no trust 
whatsoever in this gossip. From his youth Stalin was a 
revolutionist. All the facts about his life bear witness to 
this. To reconstruct his biography ex post facto means to 
ape the present reactionary bureaucracy." 

AGAIN, WHEN THE JOHN DEWEY Commis- 
sion of Inquiry into the Charges Made Against Leon 
Trotsky had brought in the verdict: Not Guilty, and a 
press conference was called, Trotsky was asked: "Do 
not pessimistic conclusions in regards to socialism flow 
from the Moscow Trials and the verdict of the Commis- 
sion?" Trotsky replied: 

"No. I do not see any basis for pessimism. It is nec- 
essary to take history as it is. Humanity moves forward 
as did some pilgrims: two steps ahead, one step back. 
During the time of the backward movement, all seems 
lost to skeptics and pessimists. But this is an error of 
historical vision. Nothing is lost. Humanity has devel- 
oped from the ape to the Comintern. It will advance 
from the Comintern to actual socialism. The judgment 
of the Commission demonstrates once more that the 
correct idea is stronger than the most powerful police 
force. In this conviction lies the unshakable basis of 
revolutionary optimism." 


Marxist-Humanism on 
Trotsky as Theoretician 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, 
and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution: 
"Absolutely no one. ..matched [Trotsky's] 
leap in cognition which proclaimed that 
backward Russia.. .could 
be the one not only to have 
the revolution before the 
advanced countries, but... 
to reach for socialism 'in 
an unbroken chain.'" 

Philosophy and 
Revolution: "The reduction 
of the very concept of 
socialism to statified 
property is grounded in 
a methodology that... had developed the 
theory of permanent revolution without 
a self-developing Subject.. ..Underlying 
the universalization of the particular, 
nationalized property, was the dualism in 
Trotsky's practice of the dialectic." 

For further exploration: 

Marxism and Freedom, chapter 12, "What Happens After" 
"Leon Trotsky as Man and as Theoretician," New Essays, 
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection #5656 
"The Two Russian Revolutions, and Once Again, on the 
Theory of Permanent Revolution," #6037 
"Substitutionism, or Theory/Philosophy," #10830-36 

To order, see literature ad, p. 7. 



Unfortunately, optimism, no more than subjectiv- 
ism, is at the root of political attitudes. It is theory — the 
philosophical premise for it — which is decisive. Because 
his theory — that Russia still remained a workers' state, 
"though degenerate," and must be "defended" when 
World War II broke soon after the Hitler-Stalin Pact 
was concluded — appeared to me to be at variance with 
both the reality of state capitalism in Russia and its 
total perversion of the Humanism of Marxism as a the- 
ory of liberation, I broke with Trotsky. My break from 
Trotsky's politics in no way changed my attitude toward 
him as one of the greatest revolutionists of our age, one 
who, with Lenin, led the great October Revolution. He 
remains "the man of October." 

Toyota, Japan C 

December 11, 1965 (f) J 

Secretary to Leon Trotsky in Mexico .1937-38 
Author of MARXISM AND FREEDOM (translated 
into Japanese as ALIENATION AND REV0LUTI0B 

t j 

Above is the signature from the original document 


Come to a celebration of the 


Raya Dunayevskaya 
Centenary 

Saturday, Sept. 1 8 , at Wayne State 
University Walter P. Reuther Library of 
Labor and Urban Affairs in Detroit, Ml 


Keynote speaker: Mike Smith, Director of Re- 
uther Library, followed by brief commentaries 
from others, ending with an open discussion. 
Speakers include founding members of News 
and Letters Committees Olga Domanski, sec- 
retary to Dunayevskaya and National Co-Or- 
ganizer of News and Letters Committees, and 
Andy Phillips, co-author of The Coal Miners' 
General Strike of 1 949-50 and the Birth of Marx- 
ist-Humanism In the U.S. An exhibit will feature 
material in the "Raya Dunayevskaya Collection: 
Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World 
Development." 


Raya Dunayevskaya was 

born 1 00 years ago, May 
1,1910. After many years 
in socialist groups, labor 
agitation, strikes, and 
African-American freedom 
struggles, she founded 
the philosophy of Marxist- 
Humanism and News and 
Letters Committees. She wrote Marxism and 
Freedom, from 1776 Until Today; Philosophy 
and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao ; Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Libera- 
tion, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution; and 
Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolu- 
tion: Reaching for the Future. She was working 
on a book tentatively titled "Dialectics of Orga- 
nization and Philosophy: The 'Party' and Forms 
of Organization Born out of Spontaneity," left 
unfinished at her death in 1 987. 



The Reuther Library of Labor and Urban Affairs is 

where the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, organized 
by her, is housed. She ensured that her Collection 
would be accessible to all. This world-renowned 
library is the largest labor archive in North America, 
holding over 2,000 collections related to union 
history and working class organizations, African 
Americans, women in the labor movement, as well 
as dissident, social, and political reform movements. 


Date: Saturday, Sept. 18, 2:00 PM 
Place: Reuther Library 
of Labor and Urban Affairs 
5401 Cass Ave., Detroit, Ml 48202 

Sponsored by the Reuther Library of Labor and Urban 
Affairs and News and Letters Committees, the Marxist-Hu- 
manist organization founded by Raya Dunayevskaya. For 
information: phone 312-431-8242, arise@newsandletters. 
org; Reuther Library on the web: www.reuther.wayne.edu; 
email: reutherreference@wayne.edu 
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Race, class, gender and revolution 


by Gloria I. Joseph 

While perusing writings by Raya Dunayevskaya, 
I came across the following comment on her book, 
Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution: 

"Raya's writings are phenomenal yet so clear 
and logical. Phenomenal in the sense that race, class 
and gender are a given in her conceptual analysis of 
events. Simultaneously she shows the connectedness, 
the relationship of these events on a worldwide basis. 
Her writings are so lucid that old and new feminists 
can readily grasp the historical complexities of women's 
liberation and re volution.... All races, all classes and 
genders will profit immensely from reading her works." 

At the conclusion of reading the comments, I realized 
that those were my words written in 1985 — and 25 years 
later, I find that comment as true today as it was then, 
and it will serve as a springboard for this article. 

During my 20-plus years of college-level teaching, 
the effectiveness of my teaching can be in large part 
credited to usage of the perspicacious work/writings of 
Raya Dunayevskaya. A fundamental part of my teaching 
was utilization of the importance of the intermingling 
of disciplines, inspired by Raya Dunayevskaya. 

Incidentally, the business of separating disciplines 
in academia is so retrograde that at times I think it 
is a conspiracy. How can you teach a discipline in 
strict isolation, without the incorporation of other 
disciplines? For example, in the classroom when you 
teach psychology you must incorporate sociology, 
geography, science, history, and you have to include 
race, class and sex for it to be wholesome and truly 
relevant. Moreover, it should be connected or related to 
events that are occurring throughout the world. These 
principles, learned from Raya Dunayevskaya, I utilized 
in my teaching, and they have served my students to an 
incredible degree in their ability to think analytically, 
critically, historically and in a global context. 

THIS IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT since all 
present-day and historical events have a theoretical 
side that must be examined for its political intent and, 
under capitalism, for its exploitative dimensions. 

Students must be made aware of this. When a 
situation, or a decision made by the government, 
organizations or corporations, made no sense in terms 
of benefiting humanity, I would advise my students to, 
"think profit, think money-making, think about who is 
benefiting from such a decision or program. And who 
is being victimized." Invariably after such probing, 
answers would reveal and enlighten the students to the 
practice of exploitation, oppression and profit greed. 
In addition the class nature of the situation would 
come to light. And the dialectic — always, the use of the 
dialectic — in problem-solving. 

My understanding of Dunayevskaya' s political and 
philosophical explanations and interpretation of essays 
and philosophical discourses of other theorists and 
historians — the way in which she clarified and deeply 
analyzed events — helped me to shape and formulate my 
teaching strategies. I was recognized as a master teacher 
as I probed the minds of my students, encouraging and 
supporting their efforts as they searched for ideological, 
theoretical chicanery, obfuscations in the literature and 
materials presented to them. 

At this point I want to say that I am not a Marxist 
scholar and certainly do not want to give the impression 
that I am well- versed in the exceptional brilliance of 
Raya's writings, her explanations, her interpretations, 
and her amazing ability to probe the meanings of the 
works of contemporary and late intellectuals. But 
what is so gratifying is, as I said previously, her ability 
to present her work in a manner that is useful and 
applicable to everyday worldly situations. 

I HAVE SPOKEN ABOUT the lessons I've learned 
from Raya. Let me present an example of my conceptual 
explanation of a recent horrific event — the earthquake 
in Haiti, based on the inculcation of her work. I would 
initially place it in its historical sense by discussing 
slavery as an economic category. In doing so I would 
speak of Black masses as vanguard and here I quote from 
her American Civilization on Trial, "Black masses have 
continuously exposed the hollowness of the pompous, 
abstract proclamations of democratic ideals as they 
fought for genuine democracy and freedom in the face 
of actual oppression in the form of slavery and racism." 

From this standpoint I would embark on a discourse 
on the systematic destruction of Haiti and how two 
powerful nations, France and America, betrayed Haiti's 
dream of freedom. In detail I would explain how the 
Haitians fought for their freedom and won. 

I would include the following brief telling of Haiti's 
democratic intentions to demonstrate their humanistic 
grounding and the callous nature of her enemies: 

In their 1805 Independence Constitution it was 
stated that any person of African descent who arrived 
on its shores would be declared free, and a citizen of 
the republic. For the first time since the beginning of 
slavery, Blacks were the subjects of mass freedom and 
citizenship in a nation. The English, Dutch, Portuguese, 
Spanish, Americans collaborated in denying Haiti 
access to world trade or financial aid and did nothing 


to help in the development of institutions basic to the 
survival of any nation. In 1825, the 21st anniversary 
of the revolution, Haiti was in the throes of economic 
bankruptcy, and called a summit to which the French 
government was invited. The French officials agreed 
to recognize the country as a sovereign nation at the 
expense of Haiti paying compensation and reparations. 
The economically depressed nation succumbed, agreeing 
to pay sums amounting to 150 million gold francs. This 
most vicious exploitation mercilessly bled Haiti until 
its last installment in 1947. France was beaten by Haiti 
on the battlefield and now 
felt redeemed for beating 
Haiti economically. At the 
2001 UN Conference on Race 
in Durban, South Africa, 
the French government 
was strongly urged to repay 
the 150 million francs, 
approximately 21 billion 
U.S. dollars. 

AS DISASTROUS AS THE EARTHQUAKE 

was, it pales in comparison to the hateful, spiteful 
destruction committed by powerful nations, hell-bent 
on revenge. Their greed and lack of humanitarianism 
reduced Haiti to the most impoverished state in the 
entire Caribbean. Haiti's infrastructure, or lack of, 
contributed mightily to the crumbling of institutions 
physically and culturally. This would lead to a discussion 
on the role of political leaders in the nation of Haiti and 
again the U.S.'s role in controlling the political stage 
and selecting the stooges to play the leading roles. 

In another category is the history of the eradication 
of the Haitian Creole pig population as a classic parable 
of globalization. Well adapted to Haiti's climate, the pigs 
were at the heart of the peasant economy and played a 
key role in maintaining the fertility of the soil conditions. 
They were scavengers and could survive for three days 
without food. About 80% of rural households raised pigs, 
called "the peasant's savings bank"; traditionally a pig 
was sold to pay for emergencies and special occasions 
(funerals, marriages, illnesses) and to pay for the 
children's school fees and books. In 1982, international 
agencies assured Haiti's peasants their pigs were sick 
and had to be killed (so that the illness would not 
spread to the countries in the north). All the Creole pigs 
were killed over a period of 13 months. The peasants 
were promised that their pigs would be replaced with 
a superior breed of pigs. Two years later the new pigs 
came from Iowa. They required clean drinking water, 
imported feed and the meat did not taste as good. 

The new "superior breed" of pigs were a complete 
failure. It was a devastating decapitalization of the 
peasant economy. The Haitian peasantry has never 
recovered. My presentation demonstrates the method of 
discussion from an historical, humanistic point of view 
and its interconnectedness to world events. (The story 
on the Creole pigs came from Eyes of the Heart by Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide, pages 13-15.) 

I WOULD BE REMISS as a Black feminist if I 
neglected to include Raya's influence in my thought 
concerning the theoretical aspects of women and 
revolution. I have taught the role of African and African- 
American women in their freedom struggles and I have 
taught about the resistance and revolt of white working- 
class women. Raya Dunayevskaya introduced me to the 
concept of women as "reason and revolutionary force." 
In my teaching of women in revolutionary movements, 
I make it clear to my students that the actions of 
women in liberation struggles derive from their desire 
for a change, and to establish goals to be attained 
through their struggles. They look forward to the new 
beginnings to be gained through their struggles. 

As the founder of SISA (Sisterhood in Support 
of Sisters in South Africa), I worked closely with two 
women's self-help groups, the Zamani Soweto Sisters and 
the Maggie Magaba Trust. These groups, led by Ellen 
Kuzwayo, known as the unofficial mayor of Soweto, were 
outstanding examples of women as reason and force. 
Their work was concerned with developing skills to be 
utilized in a new South Africa while simultaneously 
resisting the sordid practice of apartheid. 

During one of my visits to Johannesburg, Winnie 
Mandela explained that those active in the liberation 
struggles expected certain changes to occur. She spoke 
about the struggle for freedom being inseparable from 
the struggle for total human liberation; rebellions and 
revolts would continue unless there are visible changes 
in the lives of the oppressed. Ellen Kuzwayo and 
Winnie Mandela represent women as reason and force. 
I would also include their foremothers, Sojourner Truth 
and Harriet Tubman, and non-Black women the likes 
of Mother Jones, Annie Stein, Rosa Luxemburg , Emma 
Goldman and the Native American, Anna Mae Aquash. 

In conclusion I extend my praises and deep 
appreciation of Raya Dunayevskaya for her valuable, 
thought-provoking, stimulating, analytical treatises 
couched in the beliefs of Marxist-Humanism. They 
have served me exceptionally well during my days in 
academia and they continue to serve me well in my 
everyday living. 



From Margaret RandaU: 

'A great gift' 

Dear News & Letters: 

Revolutionaries and activists for social 
change at the end of the twentieth century des- 
perately needed a mind that would extend Marx's 
concepts, making them more pertinent to the 
struggles we were waging then. We found such a 
mind in Raya Dunayevskaya. She combined expe- 
rience with analysis. Her development of Marx- 
ist-Humanism opened Marx's brilliant but time- 
circumscribed ideas and 
enabled us to envision 
a change that included 
feminism, understanding 
of race, and — most espe- 
cially — the intersections 
of these with economic 
struggle. Dunayevskaya' s 
important books and her 
ongoing work with News 
& Letters made her contribution an ongoing con- 
versation: powerful yet open-ended. 

I cannot remember how Dunayevskaya and I 
began our correspondence, but I do know it was 
important to me. In perhaps a dozen or so ex- 
changes I never felt she spoke down to me. Rather, 
while generous with her vast knowledge she al- 
ways made me feel as if I too had something to 
say. It was a great gift and one that continues to 
nurture me. 

I hope Dunayevskaya' s work continues to be 
available for younger generations of activists who 
have inherited, from our discoveries and failures, 
the struggle for a better world. 

Now, more than ever, we need that world. 

In gratitude, 
Margaret Randall 


What revolutionary feminist theo- 
rists/activists have to say about 
Raya Dunayevskaya: 

Adrienne Rich : Dunayevskaya’s work “is 
an explication of the fullness of Marx’s thought 
as she came to live it, in living through the lib- 
eration movements of her own era.” 

Margaret Randall. “Dunayevskaya her- 
self provides an excellent point of departure for 
those of us who seek answers in the multiple 
intersections of class, race, 

gender, and sex- 
ual orientation. 

She warns that 
‘the greatest 
contradiction 
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crosscur- 
rents stems 
from the very 
depth of the 
economic- 
political- 
social cri- 
ses, which 
produce 
a great 
desire 
for short- 
cuts to freedom.... 


Gloria I. Joseph : “Raya’s writings are 
phenomenal yet so clear and logical. Phe- 
nomenal in the sense that race, class and 
gender are a given in her conceptual analysis 
of events.” 

Meridel LeSueur. “Your book [Rosa Lux- 
emburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution] illuminates this in- 
ternational consciousness and especially the 
women like my mother and Kate Richards 
O’Hare and Mother Jones and Elizabeth Fly- 
nn. ...Your contributions are so great, illuminat- 
ing this memory comes up green like corn 
found in caves for a thousand years, moisture 
and heat and they make cob again. This con- 
cept of revolution springing green and per- 
petual from the proletariat is now becoming 
a reality.” 

To order, see literature listing, page 7 
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ON THE 2010-2011 MARXIST-HUMANIST PERSPECTIVES 


Globalization will continue and 
proceed to do its worst until workers, 
women, Blacks, Latinos and Indigenous 
peoples organize globally. Only a global 
resistance movement can check global 
capitalism, but this need not mean a 
monolithic, centralized organization. 
Instead think of mosquitoes. A bite 
here, another there, keeping the ruling 
class off balance, and being creative in 
the process; not worrying about taking 
power, but creating power from below 
in different contexts. Today it may be 
the battleground of the university, 
tomorrow a community of homeless who 
want to take over land that is not being 
used so that they can build their houses. 

Teofilo 
Puerto Rico 

The reality is that totalitarian 
state capitalism has spread throughout 
the advanced capitalist societies. 
The overwhelming material and 
psychological power of these states, and 
their control of the mass psychology 
by 24/7 media brainwashing, makes it 
extremely difficult to mount any kind of 
effective opposition. 

The answer to this, as Trotsky 
suggested in 1939 in commenting on a 
similar situation, is a basic program of 
defending the wage slaves (that includes 
almost all of us) in all possible ways both 
within the electoral and judicial system, 
and by mass pressure outside the system 
directly against the state. No defeatism. 
Let us fight however we can! Steve 

New York City 

It is important to point out the 
danger among some sectors of the Left 
that entertain the notion, "The enemy of 
my enemy is my friend." Hence excuses 
are made for Mr. Chavez in Venezuela, 
Mr. Ahmadinejad in Iran, and even 
the "new" Taliban. Deja vu: the same 
excuses were used for Stalin, even after 
the Hitler- Stalin Pact. It is a vulgar 
anti-imperialism. Activist and writer 

Puerto Rico 


destroying both the worker and the 
land. It has reached such an intensity 
that it is no longer just concentration 
and centralization of capital, but that 
capitalism is reaching its absolute limit 
in terms of its relationship to nature. 
It is beyond mere exploitation, nature 
is being completely destroyed and 
capitalism has no solution to that. 

I remember Raya Dunayevskaya 
writing about this, when there was great 
concern about the nuclear power plants, 
and she said that even if capitalism 
uses sun power, 
it will destroy us. 

Climate change 
and the oil 
explosion show it. 

Eugene Walker 
Mexico 

*** 

I am interested in the discussion in 
N&LC about the importance of posting 
things on the web as well as continuing 
the more traditional newspaper. It is 
not an either-or question. Putting more 
of Dunayevskaya' s work on the web is 
essential. There is nothing like a printed 
paper to take to a shop or a school to 
engage in one-to-one conversation. But 
it's not exclusive to communicating via 
the web. It's important not just to look 
up further information but to respond at 
the time you're reading it. 

Healthcare Worker 
California 


REMEMBERING MARY JO 

This is one of two poems I wrote to 
express my feeling at the loss of Mary 
Jo: 

Intellect and Heart 

Mary Jo; you had intellect!/ Mary 
Jo; you had heart!/ Mary Jo; those who 
knew you, are glad we did!/ Mary Jo; 
now that you are gone/ may we never 
forget you. 

George Wilfrid Smith, Jr. 

Chicago 



I think it is the 30-odd years of 
retrogression this nation has suffered 
through that makes it difficult for 
the Left to grow as fast as it should. 
Unfortunately, retrogression seems to 
be what the 21st Century feels like. But 
then I just look at Iran and that fills me 
with hope. Woman's Liberationist 

Illinois 

When you see what has happened 
with the oil spill and the failure of 
the climate summit, it brings to the 
fore what Marx said about capitalism 


YOUTH AS FORCE AND REASON 

At the U.S. Social Forum in Detroit I 
went to the last hour of the workshop on 
"Marx vs. Keynes: What is a way out of 
today's economic crisis? Is it possible to 
break with capitalist value production?" 
My 101 knowledge of "inelasticity 
relative to forces of production and forces 
of exchange" left me thinking "what am 
I doing here?" But the room was filled to 
overflowing, with most of the audience 
young and alert and participating in the 


REMEMBERING HIROSHIMA, AUGUST 6, 1945 


At the Hiroshima memorial service 
I attended in August 1983, I could not 
understand fully the countless speakers 
of Japanese. But the atmosphere was 
solemn 30-plus years after the atomic 
bomb. It was an annual memorial. My 
mind's eye surveyed the entire city in 
ruins and flattened. Descriptions of 
the destruction were numerous but the 
full impact of the human 
pain did not hit me until I 
read Charles Pellegrino's 
book, Last Train from 
Hiroshima , where a 
survivor of both the 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
blasts became the central 
figure. 

Pellegrino's 
descriptions were lucid 
to the point of being felt 
almost viscerally. He writes from a 
scientific point of view in describing 
people who disintegrated in mini- 
seconds at ground zero. A little farther 
away from the blast were those burned 
so as to make their blackened skin 
hang from their bodies: "The flash burn 
victims did not seem human. There was 
no face, only a swollen mass of charcoal 
above its shoulders that displayed an 
alligator- skin pattern." 

Pellegrino writes that there were 
lines of these burned people going to the 


hills to escape the ravages of the city, 
only to be rained upon by the deadly 
black rain that sickened them for life, 
and promised an early death. It was 
almost a blessing to have been at ground 
zero and to have perished instantly. Mr. 
Pellegrino draws these and many other 
pictures that grip the emotions and 
make one wonder, Why? Why? Why? 

Surnames of survivors 
and witnesses Pellegrino 
interviewed were names 
that kept panning through 
my mind as I read. The 
faces of people within 
my tight little California 
community kept coming 
back to me. It was difficult 
reading this book about my 
neighbors with the same 
surnames. I couldn't put 
Last Train from Hiroshima down. It was 
absorbing, compelling and emotional to 
the point of welling up tears. 

At the end of the service I 
attended, I had a chance to view the 
children's sumi-e (ink paintings) at the 
Hiroshima museum. Children have a 
way of bringing out the direct truth in 
situations and events. The paintings 
shouted out to the world, "Don't let this 
happen again!" 

Nobu 

Los Angeles Cal. 




workshop. At a couple of the rallies the 
young marchers were eagerly tending 
to their banners and stick-signs and it 
would have caught people's attention 
on TV, but I never saw it on any news 
programs I watched. When these youth 
get back home maybe they will have a 
better understanding of media news- 
shaping and opinion-making: you see 
only what major news sources want you 
to see and hear! Ray Robeson 

Detroit 

*** 

I am struck, in going to events like 
the Left Forum in New York and the 
May Day Conference here in Chicago, 
how grey the crowd is, myself included. 
There are some youth there, but what 
is lacking are people in the middle. We 
have the baby boomers who got active 
in the 1960s and then some youth who 
are active now. I worry that the youth 
lack our staying power. I know many 
who, because they don't think we will 
have a revolution in their lifetime, don't 
want to spend their lives in the freedom 
movement. It shows an appalling non- 
understanding of history. Feminist 

Chicago 


WHAT NEEDS FIXING IN U.S. 

There is something terribly wrong 
with this country when so many school 
districts are forced to make draconian 
cuts, such as total elimination of music 
programs and school bus service, 
forcing kids to walk to school, while 
we hear of investment bankers flying 
to Washington on private jets, asking 
for a handout of a trillion or so. There's 
something even worse going on when 
media attention to the outrage in 
response to this injustice is given only to 
the Teabaggers. A well-liked neoliberal 
President who chides "low-performance 
teachers," supports mass firings, while 
handing out that trillion to bankers, 
doesn't help matters. Thom 

California 

I was recently back home to 
Mississippi, to where the floods, and 
now the oil spill, are devastating 
people's lives. My relatives, and all the 
people, are facing really hard times. The 
government is saying they can't rebuild 
where the floods came. And if they do, 
they won't get any government support, 
and no insurance against floods. But 
what are people to do? Who is going to 
help them to have a decent life? The 
government is doing very little, and the 
people need to protest and demonstrate 
if something is going to get done. 

Georgiana Stewart 
Los Angeles 


ISRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS 

I'm concerned that Israel is the 
country that is always protested against 
with such passion. I know Israel is 
hostile towards Palestinians. I also 
know that Egypt is building a wall to 
keep Palestinians out, but you don't 
hear about that. You don't hear about 
Jordan treating Palestinians as second- 
class people, or see protest over the 
treatment of the Kurdish population 
in Turkey. We need to protest any anti- 
humane practices regardless of where 
they happen, whether in Iran, Israel 
or the U.S. My issue is with the focus 
and fervor against Israel. I feel an anti- 
Jewish element is the main reason for 
the focus and not that Israel is the only 
country that is guilty of mistreating 
citizens, residents or visitors within its 
borders. Look at the anti-immigration 
law in Arizona, for example. Sue 

Chicago 


FROM A YOUNG HONDURAN 
WOMAN ACTIVIST 

I live in the countryside, 20 
kilometers from a small town where 
there is internet, and only three 
businesses. I work on human rights for 
a church organization. 

"Conflict resolution processes 
and peace building" are a palliative, 
bringing even more disadvantages to 
those already deprived, and giving more 
advantage to the already privileged. 
Things are even more serious when the 
imperialists, together with the corrupt 
and rich, talk about social justice, 
equity. "Christian Humanism" is the 
discourse that Lobo, the "President" of 
Honduras, uses. The politicians, the 
entrepreneurs, the churches are uniting 
as the hegemonic power of the country. 
The most dangerous thing is that they 
are cunning, proclaiming consultation 
processes from below. 

But what about the people living in 
poverty? It is one thing to have an idea 
of reality, and another to be living it ev- 
ery day. We have to perform miracles 
in order to survive. But there are signs 
that motivate us to continue working for 
utopia. Our work is very valuable. It is 
that which gives us dignity. Laura 

Honduras 


PLAYING WITH WORKERS' LIVES 

The unconscionable playing of 
politics by Republicans and Democrats 
over unemployment compensation, 
which they failed to extend before 
Congress' summer break, will throw 
millions of workers and their families 
into desperation, frustration and 
anger. Unemployment compensation 
does provide subsistence, even if at the 
poverty level, and even this will be gone 
due to the failure of Congress to extend 
benefits. This is certain to have huge 
consequences, and not only at the ballot 
box. Revolutionary rumblings that have 
emerged as the economic crisis has 
continued, and now deepens drastically 
for the unemployed, can very easily 
move from the wings of society to center 
stage. Retiree 

Michigan 

A concerted drive is underway 
in Michigan to unionize non-tenured 
faculty members in colleges and 
universities. Success has already been 
achieved at Ferris State College, where 
a unionization vote was approved by 
an overwhelming number. An intense 
drive is underway at Central Michigan 
University, as well as at other schools. 
Non-tenured faculty members, 
who teach about half the incoming 
students, have no protection against 
administrators who can fire them for any 
reason, leaving their futures uncertain, 
since their contracts are negotiated each 
year. Observer 

Detroit 


STOP STONING 

July 11 was the International Day 
against Stoning — a day we would do well 
to mark especially given that Sakine Mo- 
hammadi Ashtiani faces death by ston- 
ing for adultery (see article, page 2). With 
daily reports of such brutality, some will 
still not stop asserting that Sharia law 
is misunderstood. A new report, "Sharia 
Law in Britain: A Threat to One Law for 
All and Equal Rights," reveals the shock- 
ing effects of Sharia law on women and 
children in particular. For further infor- 
mation contact: 

Maryam Namazie, One Law for All 
BM Box 2387, London WC1 N 3XX, UK 
onelawforall@gmail.com 
www.onelawforall.org.uk 
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RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA'S LEGACY 

In the article on "Marxist- 
Humanism's Original Contribution: the 
Absolute Idea as New Beginning" (May- 
June N&L), Raya Dunayevskaya writes, 
"It is not enough to say, 'We agree 
with you on the question of welfare or 
whatever.' The question of welfare or 
whatever becomes a way not only of you 
learning something from them, but of 
them having an awful lot to learn from 
you, because they get an entirely new 
interpretation of the problem that had 
been bothering them." 

I've yet to arrive to the point where 
I can have the above admonishment 
from the founder of the philosophy of 
Marxist-Humanism. Nonetheless, I 
think it reflects a self-evident truth. 
The immediate need for an active 
engagement with the philosophy of 
Marxist-Humanism isn't rooted just in 
subjectivism on my part. My position is a 
result of having an objective experience 
with Marxist-Humanism. 

One cannot be dismissive of the 
subjective experience, because there is a 
way that it is transformed in an objective 
relational experience. As Dunayevskaya 
stated in another writing: even 
bourgeois economists admit that Marx's 
abstractions are grounded in historical 
reality. When one is able to grasp the 
content of Marx's abstractions and see 
that content materialized in the real 
world, the subject becomes objective. It 
is a new development of cognition. 

Faruq 

Pelican Bay, Calif. 

I started attending N&LC meetings 
in the late 1990s and continued on and 
off for ten years. I have read almost all of 
Dunayevskaya that has been published, 
but I always see new things when I 
reread her. 

Supporter 
New York 


FLOW OF IDEAS AT SOCIAL FORUM 

At the U.S. Social Forum I was 
struck with how many anarchists were 
there. Of course not all anarchists have 
the same ideas, but I felt that with 
many, both their anti-capitalism and 
their humanism would be stronger if 
it were rooted in Marx's dialectical 
humanistic analysis of capitalism. If we 
avoid developing human power, there 
will be many 
alternatives, 
ready to assume 
anti-human 
power, perhaps 
with outcomes 
worse than we 
now experience. 

At its best, 
anarchism 
emphasizes 
the self-development of the individual 
human being. But it does not address 
the need for humans to organize, to 
cooperate, to function as what Marx 
called "species-beings." 

Susan Van Gelder 
Detroit 

*** 

One of the best things about the U.S. 
Social Forum in Detroit was that it was 
a place for many activists to meet each 
other and exchange ideas. That spirit 
must continue. The continuation will 
take many forms. For example, there 
will be a Southern Human Rights Orga- 
nizers' Conference (SHROC VII) held in 
Birmingham, Ala., on Dec. 10-12, 2010. 
For more information, see www.shroc. 
org Ron 

West Coast 


ISSUES OF LIBERATION FOR WOM- 
EN AND THE LGBT COMMUNITY 

Right-thinking women are deeply 
engaged against anti-abortion fanatics 
outside or inside government in the 
form of Obama's executive order — the 
outlawing of any funding for abortions 
in the recent so-called healthcare 
legislation. Terry Moon's "Billboards 
vs. Reproductive Justice" (N&L, March- 
April 2010) clearly highlights the fact 
as to why we should recognize women 


as reason. Billboards depicting New 
Afrikan children as an endangered 
species, allegedly due to a higher rate 
of abortions by New Afrikan women, is 
a complete and utter distortion of the 
historical reality. The fact is that New 
Afrikans are endangered by the despotic 
plan of capital that today has New 
Afrikan unemployment at 19%, which is 
an attack on the nuclear family. Thus, 
parents lack a viable source of income 
and that is why increasing numbers of 
children in the U.S. are endangered. 

Prisoner 

Texas 

*** 

I have been at a loss as to where I 
belong for what seems a lifetime. What 
made matters difficult in Kindergarten 
was that during the year, I began to 
have warm feelings for both of my gender 
classmates. The questioning of why 
me, has followed me through endless 
moments of terror. 

I have lived with self-hatred, 
because I was not completely socially 
accepted. And I lived a double life with 
addictions to find a cure for both my 
opposite and same-gender attractions. 
After 17 years of sobriety, I found there 
is no cure like born truth. 

What I found to be more interesting 
than myself is simple. In Genesis 1:27, 
"So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them." I am 
now more than ever aware that Sacred 
is genderless. We all sit at the same 
table. We all sit at one "fluid, spiritual" 
table. However, what separate us are 
our internal phobias. To live in my own 
shoes happens to be a miracle within 
itself. 

Br. Michael C. Oboza, Eastern Rite monastic 

Chicago 

The Manhattan Declaration 
drafted on Nov. 20, 2009, was signed 
by Orthodox, Roman Catholic and 
evangelical Protestant leaders who have 
been outspoken in their opposition to gay 
rights, same-sex marriage, and abortion 
rights for women. It is dangerous because 
it attempts to legitimize and enshrine 
bigotry and needs to be vigorously 
confronted and refuted. What is needed 
is a reaffirmation of the separation of 


church and state and a reclaiming of the 
legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

We ask those who want to advance 
equality and justice for all to go to http:// 
stopmanhattanhate.org/signup.html 
and add your signature to our statement. 

Gay Liberation Network 
Chicago 


VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT 

Yours is a great newspaper! I share 
it with the 80 other prisoners in my 
housing unit after I have read it. It is 
refreshing to read something that is not 
controlled by the interests of the mass 
media. 

Prisoner 
Ontario, Oregon 

*** 

You are truly a voice for the 
oppressed by printing their voices. But 
philosophically, I have a problem in that 
I do not disagree with anything I've read 
in N&L, but I don't understand a lot of it, 
either. I have never studied Hegel, Marx 
or Lenin and 
have no access 
to any library or 
internet source, 
so I remain 
ignorant of all 
the basics I 
need to know. In 
the March-April 
issue Ruben Dri 
states: "...for the 
comprehension 
of the dialectic, what is absolutely 
necessary is the journey through Hegel." 

Just this last year I have come 
to understand what is meant by the 
phrase "alienation of labor" but I have a 
long way to go to understand all I need 
to know. You are all I have to enlighten 
myself. Thank you for all you do. 

Prisoner 

Texas 

Editor s note: Can you contribute 
the cost of a subscription ($5 for one 
year) for prisoners who cannot pay for 
one themselves ? Or send $25 for five 
subs, and receive a free copy of Voices 
from Within the Prison Walls. 
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The 'yap and how!' of justice 


BLACK/REDVIEW 


Clarence Darrow once said, I don't believe in God 
because I don't believe in Mother Goose. For my part, 
I don't believe in justice because I don't believe in God. 
Based on what religion has wrought, I'm sure we would 
all have been better off believing in Mother Goose than 
either God or justice. Especially as justice, like God, is 
little more than a household pet of the State and the 
court its church. 

As Raoul Vaneigem spelled out years ago: "Jus- 
tice, dignity, nobility, freedom... these words that yap 
and howl, are they anything other than household pets 
whose masters have calmly awaited their homecom- 
ing since the time when heroic lackeys won the right 
to walk them on the streets? To use them is to forget 
that they are the ballast that enables power to rise out 
of reach." 

Once in the grasp of justice, I can assure you the 
howling never ceases, echoing through the courts and 
prisons of the predator state of America. 

The way people misinterpret the meaning of jus- 
tice, you would think it was a well-kept secret that its 
root word, the Latin jus , means sacred formula or re- 
ligious ritual. It is no accident the courthouse for the 
U.S. Supreme Court looks like a Roman temple, and 
the quasi-religious ritual that is justice has nothing to 
do with fairness in determining right from wrong. It 
is simply a formula to punish and impress people with 
the power of the state, replete with all the trappings 
of state power, including the black robes of medieval 
priests and a quarter of a million plus volumes of law! 

Who really knows what's in all those volumes? Yet, 
many people go to court relying on this law to obtain 
justice, which they mistakenly assume to be the pro- 
verbial American "fair shake," only to be confounded by 
justice's founding principle as expressed in the Spanish 
colonial aphorism "the law is to be obeyed not followed." 
All the law will ever give you is justice, and justice is 
exactly what you should never want. Audre Lorde had 
a point when she stated, "The master's tools will never 
dismantle the master's house. They may allow us tem- 
porarily to beat him at his own game, but they will nev- 
er enable us to bring about genuine change." 

A court today is little better than a Klan meeting 
except the robes are not white and there are no burning 
crosses. There is, however, a Bible you can swear on! 

Another commonly held belief is that you only get 
as much justice as you can afford to buy. This is not 
true, as the goal is to buy your way out of the justice 
system, as any truly wealthy person could tell you. De- 
pending on how much money has changed hands, the 
black-robed priest-executioners known as judges will 
twist the law in order to obtain the results paid for. A 
judge, Baron Parke, actually admitted as much when he 
said his greatest joy was to write "an opinion in which 
by reasoning with strict legal concepts, I arrive at a re- 
sult no lay person could conceivably have anticipated." 
As in ancient Rome the wealthy and the powerful in 
the U.S., and the world, are never held accountable by 
justice. In fact, quite the opposite. Because of justice 

The ‘New Jim Crow'? 

Michelle Alexander in The New Jim Crow, Mass 
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness (see N&L 
May-June, 2010), explained about how many Blacks are 
in prison, especially due to drug arrests. To me there's 
a difference with Jim Crow that started in the South, 
and was completely racist. It was when you worked 
from sunup to sundown all year around. 

Jim Crow was when they put a lock on the two- 
room schoolhouse, and didn't unlock it till the cotton 
was picked. 

This new Jim Crow? No one forces people to take 
drugs; no one make you sell drugs. Alexander says 
there are a lot of African-American men who don't have 
jobs. This is true. But selling drugs is wrong. Drugs 
destroy people's lives. And in my neighborhood in south 
Los Angeles, drugs are everywhere. 

Finding jobs is a real problem. I didn't sell drugs, 
and I had to work two jobs to keep going. But today it is 
McDonald's and Jack-in-the-Box, and a lot of the young 
people don't want to work there. They end up selling 
drugs. We need better jobs. We need B.F. Goodrich, as 
when they used to produce tires on Central Ave. and 
Florence. Or when Bethlehem Steel used to be on Slau- 
son Ave. Bring back those jobs and get rid of drugs. The 
young won't go for drugs if they could make a decent 
living. I know capitalism won't bring those jobs back. 
They sent them overseas. And they aren't paying those 
workers overseas enough. So how can we stop this? 

A lot of times drug enforcement takes the money 
and drugs, but leaves the drug seller on the corner. One 
day I asked my neighbor: "Why do you call the police. 
All they do is take the money and drugs and tell the 
seller to get off the corner. Then the police get in their 
car and laugh." It seems there is too much money in 
it for the police to stop them from selling drugs. I am 
wondering whether it is even higher up, like when Ollie 
North used drug money to fund the Contras? 

— Georgians Stewart 
South Central, LA 


we have state leaders who are notoriously unpunished 
criminals, thieves, and mass murderers; and corpora- 
tions that have more rights and power than citizens, 
including a global license to loot and pillage. 

Yet, I continually hear the whine for justice, even 
from the pages of this paper, when justice is the last 
thing any sane person should want. I've been in prison 
the past 12 years courtesy of justice, so it's certainly 
the last thing I want. I'm certain all those persons who 
got justice and were sent to rot in prison for years, until 
finally exonerated by DNA testing, never wanted it once 
they got it. Particularly those exonerated post morteml 
So much for the myth of being innocent until prov- 
en guilty! The cold hard fact of justice is that you are 
guilty upon arrest and can never be proven innocent 
at trial. The best you can hope for is a finding of "not 
guilty," and ex-prisoners quickly learn that finding is 
no proof of innocence, as the courts are quick to point 
out when they sue for wrongful imprisonment. 

No person should ever want justice, any more than 
they should want to die, go to heaven and live in a city 
of gold with a bunch of winged harp-players, a la John 
Bunyan and St. John the Crazy. Roman justice was as 
U.S. justice is, a formula for ignoring its own precept, 
Patere legem quam ipse tulisti (Submit to the laws you 
have yourself made). This, my friends, is justice well 
served! None for me, thank you, but I will have a little 
of that injustice if you don't mind. 

—Rand W. Gould, C-187131 
Pine River Correctional Facility 
320 N. Hubbard St., St. Louis, Ml 48880 





Los Angeles — On June 10 and 14 there were demon- 
strations outside the Criminal Court Building here of 
over 200 Black, Brown, white and Asian youth demand- 
ing justice for Oscar Grant, a 22-year-old Black work- 
er fatally shot in the back by a white Bay Area Rapid 
Transit (BART) police officer as Grant lay face down at 
an Oakland train station. 

The trial of BART cop Johannes Mehserle lasted 
from June 10 to July 2. On July 8 the jury, after only a 
few hours of deliberation, rendered a verdict of involun- 
tary manslaughter. The minimum sentence being two 
years, Mehserle could get off with time served. 

Within hours of the announcement a major inter- 
section in downtown Oakland was jammed with hun- 
dreds of protesters. Security personnel from a number 
of Black youth groups reminded everyone that Oakland 
is their home and that Oscar Grant would not want 
property damaged in his name. One Black man placed 
his chess set in the middle of the street and invited peo- 
ple to play as a challenge to think carefully. 

After dark there was some vandalism. Many wit- 
nesses suspect agents provocateurs since police ignored 
the perpetrators and arrested those they believed were 
anarchists. 

— Basho and M'Oto 


It's outragous that some members of the anti-death 
penalty movement are willing to sacrifice Mumia Abu- 
Jamal so that the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) will 
join the movement! 

At the 2010 Fourth World Congress Against the 
Death Penalty in Switzerland, members of the U.S. 
Steering Committee of the World Coalition Against 
the Death Penalty signed a secret memo to pressure 
the French organizers of the World Congress to confine 
Abu- Jamal's supporters and attorneys to attendance 
only, precluding them as speakers. "Involvement of Mu- 
mia Abu- Jamal endangers the U.S. coalition for aboli- 
tion of the death penalty" the memo asserted. This was 
an attempt to gain the support of the far-right and pro- 
death penalty — especially Mumia's death — FOP. The 
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still be given a voice to express an opinion, an idea, 
a belief, and for that thought to be taken seriously. 
There is a joy that a Black man of a certain age can 
still learn so much more about the world around him, 
especially those issues that might have been outside 
of his comfort zone, all through the pages of N&L. It 
is a special thing to be able to contribute to the uni- 
versality of human thought through the expression 
of views that are published in an honest and diverse 
forum. 

As a journalist and former editor, there were 
times when I might not agree with a particular edito- 
rial slant. I have always been impressed that N&L — 
especially now — welcomes those opposing views. 
FREEDOM IN THEORY AND IN PRACTICE 

Not everyone will understand the difference be- 
tween Hegelian thought and the thoughts of others. 
I know that I certainly don't. But, I do understand 
freedom, fairness, and justice. I do understand that 
all peoples have an inherent right to be free from 
abuses while corporations glean billions of blood dol- 
lars from those who must suffer. I do understand 
that the extirpation of rights without viable due pro- 
cess of law is immoral, and unjust. I do understand 
that women have a right to govern their own bodies. 

I do understand that the fundamental principles 
of freedom give the right to all peoples to choose their 
own lifestyles and to live freely and happily as long 
as it is just. I served as a soldier during the Vietnam 
Era to ensure that such Constitutional rights would 
not be tainted. I believe that still, perhaps even more 
through my years of association with NLC, and the 
outstanding women and men who form its cadre, and 
I would defend anyone who would be abused. 

To me, Marxist-Humanism is about that defense, 
about that justice, about that pursuit and protection 
of rights and freedoms, and understanding the needs 
of the GLBT community, women, and people of color 
not only in this country, but around the world. The 
mandate of who we are states rather elegantly, "We 
participate in all class and freedom struggles, na- 
tionally and internationally... We do not separate 
mass activities from the activity of thinking." 

It is this revolution in permanence that I lend 
my hand, mind, spirit... This is something one gains 
when one reads N&L or speaks to a comrade. We 
must be able to accept and absorb both support and 
criticism with equal aplomb. 

THE FUTURE REVOLUTIONS 

Most of all, we must remember that though we 
walk in the shadows of those before us, Raya, Charles, 
Felix and so many others who created templates for 
us to follow, that must be living and breathing ave- 
nues to create change for our time, and for the revolu- 
tion's future that is now entrusted to us as comrades, 
friends, and the extended family of NLC. 

Raya's legacy extends far beyond the walls of 
the room where you now meet. It extends to pris- 
ons in Wisconsin, Texas and California; it extends 
to the factories of Egypt and Vietnam; to the streets 
and villages of Kosova and Palestine; to the minds, 
hearts and souls of women around the world. Some of 
us are better at explaining the theory, others are bet- 
ter at organizing, and still others are better on the 
front lines of the struggle, storming the ramparts as 
Terry once shared with me, per a thought of Raya's. 

The bottom line is that we are all integral parts 
of the struggle for freedom around the world and each 
of us has a place in that struggle under the umbrella 
of NLC. It never occurred to me 13 or 14 years ago 
that I would be explaining the difference between 
communism and Marxism to a Ph.D. from Pitt, or ex- 
plaining Marxist-Humanist thought to a young Mus- 
lim from the inner city, but that is a privilege which 
my association with NLC has helped perpetuate. 

Though I never met Raya when she was alive, I 
certainly have a better understanding of the world in 
which I live because of my association with NLC, and 
many of you within this room today. 

— Robert Taliaferro 


Congress would not be pressured and Abu- Jamal did 
speak via his attorney Robert R. Bryan's phone. 

Some members of groups including Murder Vic- 
tims' Families for Human Rights, Death Penalty Focus, 
and Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty are 
signers of the memo. Yet, several "signers" didn't know 
they had signed until the scenario was brought to light. 

Most anti-death penalty groups, including those 
mentioned above, and the majority of their members 
support Mumia and denounce the memo. 

Mumia Abu- Jamal's case embodies so much of 
what is wrong in the U.S.'s so-called justice system. 
If Mumia really does get justice, what a turnaround it 
could be for the justice system! 

— Kaitlin, Chicago 


Mumia Abu-Jamal betrayed with secret memo 





JULY-AUGUST 2010 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


Page 9 


EDITORIAL 


U.S.'s endless Afghan war 


The war in Afghanistan will soon drag on into its 
tenth year, even as disgust with the war's conduct has 
widened — yet Afghanistan is not at the center of public 
debate. The drama that ended with President Obama 
accepting the resignation of Gen. Stanley McChrystal 
as commander of U.S. and NATO 
forces in Afghanistan and replacing 
him with Gen. David Petraeus did 
more to put media focus back on 
the war than the sharp escalation 
of troops and the rising death toll, 
among Afghans and invaders alike. 

McChrystal' s previous leaks 
to influence political decisions, and 
his infamous cover-up of the 2004 
killing by friendly fire of ex-football 
player Pat Tillman, had not de- 
railed his command of the Afghani- 
stan "mission." But remarks that 
he had approved and that appeared 
in Rolling Stone magazine under- 
cutting civilian authority, forced 
his resignation. 

OBAMA'S COMMITMENT TO ESCALATION 

Candidate Obama in 2008 accepted anti-war 
support even as he kept cover on the Right by calling 
Afghanistan the "good war" compared to George W. 
Bush's invasion of Iraq. Ending the war was never on 
the table for him. Unlike what President Reagan did 
after suicide bombers killed more than 200 Marines in 
their Lebanon barracks in 1983, Obama was not going 
to "cut and run." 

Obama instead has committed, not just to continu- 
ing Bush's war, but to its escalation — to almost 100,000 
troops in Afghanistan by year's end. He has also con- 
tinued Bush's private armies, as contractors supplied 
by companies like Blackwater still outnumber soldiers. 

Republican National Committee chairman Mi- 
chael Steele called Afghanistan a "war of Obama's 
choosing." His remarks parallel the strategy of Repub- 
lican warhawks to vote against defense appropriations, 
putting pressure on so-called anti-war Democrats to 
support Obama, like on the latest $30 billion for 33,000 
more troops ahead of midterm elections. They hope for 
a collective amnesia about Bush's invasion of Afghani- 
stan in 2001. 

AFGHAN VOICES 

On the eve of that invasion targeting A1 Qaeda 
and its Taliban protectors, News and Letters Commit- 
tees sponsored meetings in Chicago and New York for 
Tahmeena Faryal of the militantly anti-Taliban Revo- 
lutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan. 
Faryal said then, "We don't think of the bombing as 
any solution. Although the U.S. government has prom- 
ised that it would be very targeted, there have been 
many civilian casualties. Fundamentalism and terror- 
ism can't be limited to just bin Laden in Afghanistan." 
As she foresaw, the corrupt fundamentalist warlords 
of the Northern Alliance returned to power under U.S. 
sponsorship. 

Since the U.S. targets, A1 Qaeda and its Taliban 
allies, are now based in Pakistan safe havens, the U.S. 
would use Afghanistan as a staging area for cross-bor- 
der attacks with the drones and surreptitious ground 
assaults that predictably kill ever more civilians. 
Hence, to justify tripling the occupation force, Obama 
claims an added counterinsurgency strategy to sepa- 
rate Afghans from Taliban elements controlling local 
areas by reinforcing the local reach of the central gov- 
ernment under Hamid Karzai. The kind of surge tried 
in Marjah, to little effect, is now a campaign in Kanda- 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

The International Day Against Homophobia and 
Transphobia was observed in various ways. In Beirut, 
Lebanon, a sit-in took place on Hamra Street, Al-Ma- 
dina Theater. Chicago, 111., gave a kickoff rally for the 
national Harvey Milk Week observances. In Ottawa, 
Canada's New Democrats are standing with Canadian 
Transgenders with the Siksay Private Members Bill to 
establish full human rights protections for Transgen- 
der Canadians. 

New Orleans LGBT Transgender sex worker activ- 
ist Tracy Brassfield is fighting abuse at the hands of the 
police. Transgender women and Gay and Bisexual boys 
and young men in particular are affected. Transgen- 
der women report being followed, falsely arrested and 
charged under an 1805 "crimes against nature" law. 

The U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services 
has been ordered to put forth new rules allowing same- 
sex partners hospital visitation rights and making it 
easier to make medical decisions on behalf of their 
partners. Hospitals participating in Medicare or Med- 
icaid will have to comply with the new rules. 


har, a city of one million. It sounds suspiciously close to 
Vietnam War-era "winning hearts and minds." 

Karzai' s claim to legitimacy could not come by vir- 
tue of last year's election — the level of fraud was close 
to Iran's sham election. Karzai's position continues to 

derive from U.S. support, 
so as hated as Taliban 
forces are by the people 
of Kandahar, propping 
up the local units of such 
a corrupt government is 
a daunting task, no mat- 
ter how many soldiers are 
thrown in. 

Dissident Malalai 
Joya, in a July 2010 inter- 
view, speaks for the con- 
tinued opposition to U.S. 
occupation in Afghani- 
stan: "In my country, they 
destroyed the Taliban — 
terrorist, fascist people — 
but they got into power a photocopy of the Taliban. 
When Obama took office, his first news for my people 
was more war and conflict. His foreign policy is quite 
similar to criminal Bush, worse because he sent more 
troops to Afghanistan. And now... he says we are ready 
to negotiate with moderate Talib, when we have no 
moderate Talib. They are terrorist Talib." 

Gen. McChrystal engineered his own exit strategy 
from this endless war with the public remarks that 
forced his retirement. As Dutch and Canadian troops 
withdraw in coming months, no exit strategy is clear 
for U.S. forces, even if the calendar states that with- 
drawal of forces will "begin" in July 2011. 
SELF-DETERMINATION THE ONLY SOLUTION 

That date is so flexible, one wonders if it is more 
a bone thrown to the anti-war opposition to delay con- 
frontations. Even now there is more media coverage of 
a Tea Party rally of 200 than of a march of 20,000 by 
the growing anti-war movement. All rulers fear mass 
opposition. 

The end result of the Bush-Obama occupation, de- 
spite its humanitarian cover, may be leaving in charge 
one coalition worse than the other. Karzai has threat- 
ened to link up with Taliban elements, and the Paki- 
stan spy agency ISI has promoted future coalitions 
with the Taliban they backed and still nourish. The 
aspirations of the Afghan people, the only real solution 
to the war, have been silenced too long. 

Nigerian LGBT Bravery 

John Ademola Adewoye is the site moderator and 
owner of the LGBT rights internet group Courage Ni- 
geria, formed over a year ago in response to the extreme 
state homophobia in Nigeria. Nigerian Gays and Les- 
bians can face death if charged with homosexual acts. 

At the International Day Against Homophobia 
(IDAHO) rally in Chicago, part of nationwide Harvey 
Milk week observances beginning May 17, Adewoye 
said that Courage Nigeria exists as a channel of sup- 
port for Nigerian and other African Gays and Lesbians. 

Adewoye spoke of the persecution of LGBT persons 
in Gambia, Senegal, and South Africa, where so-called 
corrective rapes of Lesbians have been reported. South 
Africa was the first country to declare discrimination 
based on sexual orientation unconstitutional: "To col- 
laborate with other organizations worldwide working 
for the respect of the right of the LGBT persons and 
their allies." Courage Nigeria is linked with Somali Gay 
Group and NAZ Project London. 

For more information about how to get involved in 
the LGBT rights struggle in Africa go to: www.courage- 
nigeria.org — E. Barclay 



Bordiga's Marxism, 
no way to unite 
theory and practice 

Necessity is an evil, but there is no necessity to live 
under the control of necessity. Everywhere the paths to 
freedom are open. — Marx, Doctoral Thesis, 1841 

Loren Goldner's 1991 article, "Communism Is the 
Material Human Community: Amadeo Bordiga Today" 
was recently the topic of discussion among a group of 
anarchist Marxists, looking into critical perspectives on 
post- 1917 Russian society. Bordiga, one of the founders 
of the Italian Communist Party, characterized revolu- 
tionary Russia from the start as a statist detour to capi- 
talist development based, as Goldner puts it, on "his 
theory that capitalism equals the agrarian revolution." 

This obliquely refers to Marx's view that a specifi- 
cally capitalist form of commodity production is based 
on the dissolution of self-sustaining pre-capitalist 
agrarian relations, forcing peasants off the land, set- 
ting them "free" from their living with no commodity 
to sell but their own labor-power. Capitalism is thus 
production by alienated labor, meaning labor becomes 
a mere means to life and a means for extracting value 
and surplus value for the capitalist. 

STAGIFICATION WAS NOT MARX'S VIEW 

While Goldner traces Bordiga's uniqueness among 
the spectrum of post-Marx-Marxist (Trotskyist and 
Stalinist) tendencies, the issue is Bordiga's treatment 
of Marx, especially the meaning of the "agrarian ques- 
tion" in Russia. Neither Bordiga nor Goldner compre- 
hends Marx's view that the communal property form, 
still existing in Russia's rural community, could be the 
basis of a new socialist beginning bypassing the tortur- 
ous path of capitalism, if there was a Russian revolu- 
tion complemented by revolution in the West. 

The unearthing of Marx's writings on this was a 
shock to the prevailing "Marxist" view of unilinear hu- 
man development through fixed stages. This simplifica- 
tion came out of a narrow reading of Marx's view that 
socialism requires the development of the "forces of pro- 
duction" as if that meant only technology and not the 
subjective powers of cooperative labor. Marx felt that if 
the latter prevailed, the Russian commune could appro- 
priate modern production methods from solidarity with 
workers who have overthrown capitalism. 

Goldner claims that "by his death, Marx had de- 
cided that Russia had missed the chance" to bypass 
capitalism. This contradicts Marx's restatement in the 
1882 introduction to the second Russian edition of the 
Communist Manifesto that "the present Russian com- 
mon ownership of land may serve as the starting point 
for communist development." If one fails to grapple 
with Marx's remarkable theoretical elaborations on the 
Russian Commune, it can result in Bordiga's reduction 
of theory to the inevitability, after the Russian Revo- 
lution, of a statist drive to create capitalism through 
uprooting the agricultural population. 

MARX'S CRITICAL MULTILINEAR VIEW 

This misses Marx's multilinear view of revolution 
and human development. Even if the Russian com- 
munal form didn't survive, Marx never gave up on the 
peasantry as a subject, potentially creating their own 
new spontaneous forms in what he called a "second 
edition of the peasant wars." Marx's multilinear view 
is also reflected in his investigations into the so-called 
"primitive commune" discovered by anthropologists, 
which, Marx noted, had a more advanced form of hu- 
man relations than contemporary society as seen in the 
relations between women and men. In short, missing is 
Marx's humanist dialectic of uniting theory and prac- 
tice through all the alienations that emerge in the ways 
human relations shape material life. 

Though Goldner points to Marx's ties to Hegel, the 
active subjective side of Marx's dialectic is not reflected 
in Bordiga's theory. Bordiga's theory became a way of 
accounting for what happened, instead of seeing duali- 
ties and tendencies that point to a totally different, that 
is, non-capitalist future, at each stage of development. 
MARX'S DIALECTICAL NEW HUMANISM 

Marx theorized from the perspective of the high- 
point of each revolutionary moment as a way to think 
about the next moment, whether in his summary of the 
1848 revolutions or the 1871 Paris Commune. He knew 
that the Paris Commune was premature, only the first 
attempt at proletarian self-government and interna- 
tionalism, yet it helped clarify his theory of fetishism 
that only freely associated labor can go beyond the self- 
alienating way objectivity presents itself to commodity 
producers. 

Marx's humanism, created out of a critical re- 
creation of Hegel's dialectic in 1844, is the ground for 
his unity of theory and practice. That, rather than 
Bordiga's truncated concept of theory, speaks to today 
because Marx's humanism doesn't stop with the over- 
throw of capitalism's alienated labor, but is a concept 
of permanent movement through all the ways humans 
reproduce their humanity, including farming and what 
Marx then called the most fundamental relation of all: 
the man/woman relation. — Ron Kelch 
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BP's Gulf oil spill 

continued from p. 1 

out billions in revenue while leaving the local peoples in 
poverty and pollution. The Nigerian government, on be- 
half of Shell, viciously attacked the freedom movement, 
executing Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other Ogoni lead- 
ers. Fishing grounds, farm fields and drinking water in 
the Delta have been poisoned by spills equivalent to an 
Exxon Valdez every year. 

• In the industrial corridor called "Cancer Alley" 
between Baton Rouge and New Orleans, predominantly 
African-American communities suffer high rates of can- 
cer linked to the many oil refineries and petrochemical 
plants near them, where quite a few of them also work. 

• Oil and gas development in Alaska has resulted 
in thousands of spills, smog and health problems for 
Alaska Native communities. Traditional food sources 
are threatened, according to a 2003 study by the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences. 

In Capital Marx summed up this aspect of develop- 
ment under capitalism: "Capitalist production, there- 
fore, develops technology, and the combining together 
of various processes into a social whole, only by sapping 
the original sources of all wealth — the soil and the la- 
bourer." 

CAPITAL'S LAWS OF DEVELOPMENT 

Central to capitalism's laws of development is an 
absolute drive for never-ending growth and accumula- 
tion of capital, meaning ever-greater domination and 
oppression of the worker in production together with 
growing unemployment, as well as ever-greater pillag- 
ing of the earth and burdens on its ecological systems. 

How incredibly inhuman this development is, was 
shown in the reactions to the oil rig disaster by the 
ruling class, its corporations, its political parties and 
its media. The 11 workers who died were quickly 
overshadowed by the concern that this disaster 
not derail the expansion of offshore drilling. 

Republicans howled that this should not be the ex- 
cuse for one step back from "Drill, baby, drill!" while 
the Obama administration called for a moratorium to 
deflect pressure to cancel the drilling expansion, but 
initially kept granting offshore drilling permits and 
environmental waivers. Obama's March 30 opening of 
vast areas in the Gulf, the Atlantic, and Alaskan wa- 
ters to oil and gas drilling had to be put on hold — but if 
public outrage fades, it will go ahead. 

The moratorium, which only applied to deep-water 
drilling, was struck down by a federal judge with hold- 
ings in several oil industry companies, including Trans- 
ocean, the Deepwater Horizon's owner. Even before 
that, oil companies mobilized against it by threatening 
Gulf Coast communities with massive job losses. Under 
capitalism, even bondage to such a pernicious indus- 
try counts as "development," which whole communities 
desperately cling to as a refuge from the ever-growing 
army of long-term unemployed. 

TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH 

One of the Democrats' big concerns is that a tempo- 
rary retreat from expanding offshore drilling will shoot 
down the careful compromise underpinning the Kerry- 
Lieberman "American Power Act" on climate change. 
Designed to mollify energy giants and ensure the con- 
tinuous flow of energy to power capitalist production, 
it contains so many concessions to oil drilling, "clean" 
coal, nuclear power, and financial derivatives based on 
pollution credits, also known as carbon emissions trad- 
ing, that it charts a course not far from business as 
usual, which is the path leading to climate chaos. That 
is not inevitable if humanity can take rational, freely 
associated control of social production and its develop- 
ment. 

However, under capitalism, whether in the U.S. or 
China, India or Brazil, the momentum is to suck up 
ever more energy, so that even the most determined ini- 
tiatives to improve energy efficiency and provide alter- 
native sources of energy are not enough to satisfy the 
werewolf s hunger, and it will literally go to the ends of 
the earth to devour more oil, coal and natural gas. 

Case in point: the Arctic Ocean. Shell's drilling 
project there excuses itself from planning for a blow- 
out on the grounds that "a large oil spill... is extremely 
rare and not considered a reasonably foreseeable im- 
pact." Don't worry about the gale-force winds, the sub- 
zero temperatures, the lack of capability to respond to 
a spill in those icy waters. Indigenous peoples and en- 
vironmental groups have been fighting this for years, 
but only after the Deepwater Horizon spill was Obama 
forced to order a pause in the project. 3 
OIL FROM TAR SANDS = CANCER, GLOBAL WARMING 

Or take Canada's tar sands. The extraction of oil 
from Alberta tar sands has been called "possibly the 
largest industrial project in human history." The pro- 
cess uses huge amounts of energy and releases huge 
amounts of carbon dioxide just in producing the oil. 
When Dr. John O'Connor exposed the resulting cancer 
clusters in Fort Chipewyan, a downstream Indigenous 
community, the government engineered phony charges 

3. See "Government puts Shell's Arctic drilling plans on hold" 
by Tanya Lee, 6/5/2010 Indian Country Today. 


lays waste to workers, environment 


of medical misconduct such as "raising undue alarm." 
First Nations along the pipeline route to the British Co- 
lumbia coast declared that they will not allow tar sands 
oil to pass through their land and waters. (See http:// 
pipeupagainstenbridge . ca /) 

Easily accessible oil and gas reservoirs in most 
parts of the world have been depleted. The push is now 
to drill in the Arctic, in the tar sands, in the deep wa- 
ters, even 9,000 feet below the surface, past the Deep- 
water Horizon's 5,000 feet. 

The imperative of production for produc- 
tion's sake only increases the pressure to violate 
safety and environmental regulations. Long before 
the April 20 explosion, needed repairs to critical equip- 
ment were skipped, tests were faked, environmental 
rules were waived, disaster response plans were pure 
fantasy. 

BP's plans, approved by regulators, indicated that 
a blowout was extremely unlikely, and that BP could 
easily contain a spill even bigger than the one occurring 
now. It turned out that the blowout preventer mecha- 
nism was broken (indications to that effect had been 
ignored); that one after another "solution" failed; that 
methods such as "top kill" and slicing the riser pipe 
actually made the leak worse; that even the last best 
hope, a relief well, was not a sure thing. 

Containment and cleanup efforts also betrayed the 
total negligence and unpreparedness of all the compa- 
nies and regulatory agencies. There were nowhere near 
enough booms on hand; untrained cleanup crews tram- 
pled wetland plants and nests; turtles were trapped in 
the oil being burned off on the sea surface. 

It is not clear whether dispersants will actually 


We say: 'Stop the oil!' 



Chicago — About 40 people braved the heat wave to 
gather on July 6 to protest BP's disaster in the Gulf — 
and at the same time draw the connection to local pol- 
lution by BP and all fossil fuel industries. 

A prominent slogan, "No oil in our Gulf! No tar 
sands in our Lake!" called attention to the oil extracted 
from Canada's tar sands and then piped to a refinery 
near here in Whiting, Indiana. The refinery has a his- 
tory of problems, including last year's citation by the 
EPA for releases of cancer-causing benzene into the air, 
16 times greater than the legal limit. 

For years environmental groups have been fighting 
the refinery's planned expansion, which would make 
it the largest U.S. refiner of tar sands oil. That would 
intensify its emissions of greenhouse gases as well as 
benzene and other components of smog linked to an 
asthma epidemic among children in the area. Indiana's 
expansion permit would allow BP to greatly increase its 
dumping of ammonia and toxic metals such as lead and 
mercury into Lake Michigan, which supplies drinking 
water to millions. 

We also spotlighted the coal-fired power plants 
that cause health problems in Chicago's heavily Latino 
Pilsen neighborhood. 

The event was organized by the Chicago Commit- 
tee on the Gulf Crisis, an ad hoc coalition of individu- 
als and organizations coming together locally to move 
the nation "Beyond Petroleum" (which for BP was just 
a fake slogan). We affirm that it's time to end the age of 
fossil fuels and nuclear power, and that workers' lives 
and environmental issues are closely connected. 

— News and Letters Committees participants 
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help in the long run. They do not eliminate oil but break 
it up and keep some of it underwater. Veritable lakes 
of oil have formed beneath the surface, with unknown 
consequences, possibly including many more dead 
zones to come. All of this is happening to a Gulf 
already suffering from a huge dead zone caused 
mainly by nutrients from agriculture and sewage 
spilling out of the Mississippi River, plus earlier 
oil spills, plus acidification of the water due to 
ever-increasing carbon dioxide emissions. 

BP's pledge to "make it right" notwithstanding, the 
truth is that this type of pollution can only be partially 
cleaned up. There is no technological miracle. 

However, we should not succumb to the common 
environmentalist narrative that the catastrophe is 
caused by hubris and the ideology of perpetual techno- 
logical progress. This ideology is the natural outgrowth 
of a society where living labor is dominated by dead la- 
bor (capital) incorporating science within itself. Science 
appears to have appropriated all the attributes of life, 
and human beings must serve its dictates. The ideology 
is perpetuated not just for its own sake, but because it 
serves to hide capitalism's total dependence on exploi- 
tation of labor and justifies freeing it from regulatory 
restrictions. 

No better is a psychological "consumerism" expla- 
nation, especially at a time when ruling classes are forc- 
ing austerity on the masses. Consumption in capitalist 
society is geared to the needs of capital, not of workers. 
Consumption patterns are unsustainable; they need to 
change, but viewing the masses primarily as consum- 
ers lets the system off the hook. 

CHINA'S (AND WORLD'S) UNSUSTAINABLE TRAJECTORY 

China, too, shows the consequences of production 
for production's sake. There, the world's biggest wind 
power construction program coexists with the world's 
greatest consumption and production of coal, which 
reportedly killed 592 Chinese coal miners in the first 
three months of this year. 

Clearly, China is on the same unsustainable devel- 
opment path as the U.S. Not realizing that they were 
illustrating the unsustainability of capitalism itself, 
some environmentalists have pointed out that, if China 
reached the same consumption patterns per person as 
the U.S., then that country would need 98 million bar- 
rels of oil a day, 13 million more than current global 
production. These analysts overlook the fact that oil 
use is driven by production as well as consumption, 
and that in capitalism production drives consumption, 
that even the consumer is a product of capitalist society 
carefully shaped by marketing, education, city layout, 
design of infrastructure, and so forth. 

This realization brings new urgency to the catego- 
ry Raya Dunayevskaya made of the multilinear paths 
of development that Marx wrote about in the new phil- 
osophic-historic moments of his last decade. He point- 
ed out that some countries could develop to socialism 
without going through the vicissitudes of capitalism, 
that communal forms contained a duality and could be 
the basis for such a development, but that it would take 
a revolution to accomplish it — that revolution could 
happen first in a non-capitalist country and could be 
the starting point for development of the new society 
if it "becomes the signal for a proletarian revolution in 
the West, so that both complement each other." Today 
we can see that for all countries to go through the vicis- 
situdes of capitalism to the point that has been reached 
by the highly industrialized countries is not even pos- 
sible. 

The Gulf of Mexico oil spill is one of the more hor- 
rific examples of the fallout from capitalist develop- 
ment, with much worse to come if it is allowed to con- 
tinue. Nothing less than a social revolution can break 
with that suicidal direction and put society on a path of 
truly human development. 

Greens say: 'Jail BP' 

New York City — Greens joined other groups in a 
great demonstration May 28. Several hundred people 
showed up, and the police decided to close the BP sta- 
tion at Houston and Lafayette Streets. This corner is 
a major traffic intersection, a subway station and bus 
line. Thousands of people pass by, especially during 
rush hour. The demo was shown on several channels 
that night. The Manhattan Greens had the NYC Green 
Party banner and gave out leaflets which read: 

JAIL BP!! 

The Manhattan Green Party Local says: 1. Pros- 
ecute the top bosses of BP, Massey and Halliburton 
for their massive crimes and jail them. 2. Ban offshore 
oil drilling, mountaintop removal and hydrofracking. 
3. Leave filthy energy and go to clean solar and wind 
energy. Tax the polluting cartels and set up publicly 
elected energy boards. 4. Leave the corporate-controlled 
Democratic/Republican Parties and join the Green Par- 
ty — your party for the greening of your country. 

Greens should now take the lead in other demon- 
strations focusing on the worst ecological disaster in 
the history of the U.S. and perhaps the world! 

—Tom, NY 
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U.S. get out of 
Okinawa now! 

Okinawa — July 23 was the 65th Memorial Day of 
the End of War in Okinawa. We call July 23 "Memorial 
Day." All schools and offices in Okinawa are closed, be- 
cause one fourth of the civilian population of Okinawa, 
about 200,000 common people, were sacrificed by the 
War from the end of March till the end of July 1945. 

The new Japanese Premier, Naoto Kan, came for 
this ceremony and said that he will keep the agree- 
ment with the U.S. government on the construction of 
a disputed new U.S. military base in Okinawa. Former 
Premier Hatoyama promised the Japanese people, es- 
pecially in Okinawa, that the U.S. base will not be con- 
structed here but outside of Japan, or at least outside 
of Okinawa. 

The U.S. Secretary of Defense, Robert M. Gates, 
forced the Hatoyama administration to build the new 
base in the sea of Henoko in Okinawa as promised by 
the old Japanese administration of the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party. He rejected bringing the U.S. base out of 
Japan. The other proposed prefecture would not accept 
the U.S. base. Hatoyama became hopeless and agreed 
to keep the base in Okinawa, but he resigned on the 
spot. 

Mr. Naoto Kan made a speech at the ceremony and 
said: "I apologize to all Japanese citizens that many 
U.S. military bases are still concentrated in Okinawa. 
But, at the same time, I express my gratitude that the 
sacrifices of the Okinawa people contribute to the peace 
and security in the Asia-Pacific area." 

Okinawans are very angry. The old agree- 
ment to construct a new base at Henoko was 
made in 1996. Okinawans resisted for 14 years 
with a sit-down movement on the seaside and in 
the sea. On April 25 we made a big rally of more 
than 90,000 people. Mr. Kan's speech neglected 
the long struggle and the spirit of the Okinawan 
people. Therefore, what he said in his speech was 
a heavy humiliation to us. 

We can say almost the same words to Mr. Barack 
Obama. He made a speech in Japan before the U.S. 
Army where he said, "I respect you, that you are serv- 
ing for peace in Asia." At that time, I was disappointed 
in him. Mr. Kan as well as Mr. Obama express their 
recognition that the U.S. Army contributes to peace in 
Asia. 

We have a completely different recognition 
from our own experiences that the U.S. Army is 
always the menace to our human rights and dig- 
nity in daily life. 

The U.S. Army in Japan is not for peace and friend- 
ship but, on the contrary, it destroys our autonomy in 
the province and the friendship between the Japanese 
and American people. Therefore, I hope the U.S. people 
open their eyes to look at this reality and recommend 
your government withdraw the U.S. Army from Japan 
and from other Asian countries for the sake of peace 
and security for the Asia-Pacific people. 

— Eiko Asato 

U.S. racism rising 

continued from p. 1 

refusing service based upon racial or other bigotries. 

Implicit in the radical right's threat is a threat to 
workers as well. Employers would look forward to being 
unconstrained by union agreements, or indeed any re- 
strictions. The defense of BP by many of these tin-hat- 
ted Tea Party candidates should be enough to show the 
logic of their political thrust. Along with that, there is a 
dire threat to women's rights — Rand Paul and the oth- 
ers openly deny a woman's right to an abortion, in the 
name of fundamentalist religious fanaticism. 

This represents not only a desire to roll back 
history, but to destroy it entirely — to wipe out 
even the memory of people's genuine struggles 
for freedom. Arizona bill HB 2281 would outlaw 
ethnic studies in schools, and Texas officials have 
attempted to erase even as mainstream a figure 
such as Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Mar- 
shall from their history texts. Real history would 
be replaced by the unspeakably racist fantasies 
of the Tea Parties, which picture the U.S. with- 
out Black people — even President Barack Obama 
isn't considered a legitimate citizen — and with- 
out the crime of slavery. They aim to present U.S. 
history without the genocide perpetrated on Na- 
tive Americans. 

The rise of a right wing which does not scruple 
even at neo-fascism is frighteningly reminiscent of the 
former Yugoslavia in the early 1990s. The attempted 
genocide, the "ethnic cleansing," had not yet begun in 
earnest. But all the ideas were in the air and the guns 
were already finding their willing hands. It would hard- 
ly be possible to count all those who have died fighting 
against the historic forces represented by this toxic rise 
of neo-Nazis, neo-Confederates, and "white national- 
ists." And now there are neo-Nazis with guns at the 
border. This must be stopped. 

— Gerry Emmett 


Detroit — The second U.S. Social Forum (USSF) 
drew over 10,000 participants, mostly young activists 
against capitalist globalization, to Detroit June 22-26. 
People chose from over 1,000 workshops and 50 Peo- 
ples' Movement Assemblies, continuous cultural pro- 
gramming, tours of Detroit 
focused on the city's labor 
and abolitionist history, 
environmental justice, ur- 
ban agriculture, and ac- 
tions ranging from a march 
for "clean air and good 
jobs" to one commemorat- 
ing the civil rights march 
led by Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., in 1963. 

The openness of so 
many young activists ener- 
gized dialogue and discus- 
sion in workshops and at 
literature tables. 

A major achievement 
of the Forum was the coalescence of "excluded work- 
ers" — recent immigrants, domestic workers, farmwork- 
ers, cab drivers, and others not covered by the labor 
protections won by industrial workers in the 1930s. It 
was spearheaded by the National Domestic Workers' 
Alliance which had emerged from the USSF in Atlanta 
in 2007. Noteworthy were the 30+ "Detroit Highlight- 
ed" workshops by Detroit organizations whose presence 
told everyone, loud and clear, that another Detroit is 
here and now and moving forward. 

It was striking that so many youth wanted to find 
out about Left ideas and Marxism. People from Detroit 
were looking to see if the USSF was something that 
could help their city. Many who stopped by our litera- 
ture table wanted to find out about Marxist-Humanism 
and Raya Dunayevskaya. 

An example of the innovations at some of the work- 
shops was a great one on environmental justice, done by 
teenagers from the Bay Area — one Latino, one Black, 
and one Chinese all from different groups, chaired by a 
13-year-old who pointed out: "I'm the youngest facilita- 
tor in the whole Social Forum." Thousands of people 
were brought together, including white middle-class 
Leftists, excluded workers, young anarchists and coun- 
ter-cultural types. And though they were all excited to 
be at the same place, one could feel that the barriers 

Students, workers 
strike in Puerto Rico 

Aquadilla, Puerto Rico — After over 50 days, the stu- 
dent/worker strike at the University of Puerto Rico was 
successfully ended this past month. Nearly all of the 
demands were won, but then the administration went 
back on its word to not persecute the strike leaders. 

Students, professors, administrative staff, janitors 
and maintenance staff were all on strike over a rise 
in tuition, an extra quota for new students, cutbacks 
in pay, and other workplace issues. The situation was 
similar to the University of California, Berkeley, strike. 
Students effectively took over the main campus in Rio 
Piedras, as well as other campuses around the island. 
The University administration has been trying to apply 
the " ley 7" (see March-April 2010 N&L , "Workers fight 
ley 7"). Law 7 has neoliberal measures to cut spend- 
ing by cutting social services, including education. The 
governor of Puerto Rico had money for a big cocktail 
party for his corporate and political friends, where the 
students immediately mounted a picket line of protest- 
ers, but there is no money for education. 

The University of Puerto Rico is the only institution 
of higher learning that low-income students can afford. 
The neoliberal policies of the local colonial government 
would change that by privatization. The striking stu- 
dents, professors and staff held firm, giving a lesson in 
how to carry out a struggle. The students maintained 
the campuses clean and secure, and gave seminars on 
labor law, civil rights, history, music, art, and theater. 
This was organizing from below. 

Now the administration is going forward with 
court actions against the students. This has put the 
agreement that ended the strike in danger. The strike 
could be renewed. 

Another horrible problem here has been a war on 
women, especially in June. Thirteen women have been 
brutally murdered by their spouses or ex-spouses in a 
wave of "machista” violence since January. In June, five 
women were murdered — one set on fire with gasoline, 
another shot and killed while she was making break- 
fast for her five-year-old son who witnessed the murder. 

Neoliberal austerity; a narco-war similar to Mexico 
where every morning the streets are left with mostly 
young men shot, sometimes burned in their cars; hate 
crimes against gays on the rise; and now violence 
against women — it has all become epidemic. This kind 
of news does not get attention from the mainland me- 
dia. Scaring the nice tourists would be bad for business. 

— Teofilo 


were still there. They are there, but not together. This 
is a problem the Left has yet to solve. 

The Social Forum developed from the anti-global- 
ization movements against capitalism and has been 
a "lens to help us see the world that we do want." As 
the Social Forum movement 
emerged against the global- 
ization of capitalism, it oppos- 
es the hierarchical hegemonic 
power structure of world 
jo capitalism, and has bent over 
| backwards not to congeal into 

^ a similar structure. But build- 
's 

| ing a new human society is ex- 
5 tremely complex and requires 
cb what Marx called: "human 

ts 

power, which is its own end." 
| We will have to concretize 
§ that concept in a new society. 

— Marxist-Humanist 
participants 

Workers' rights are human rights 

This USSF workshop, facilitated by Jaribu Hill of 
the Mississippi Workers' Center For Human Rights, 
brought together excluded workers from across the 
country. Excluded workers are those like domestic and 
farm workers, who are not covered by OSHA although 
they work with harsh cleaning and pesticide chemicals, 
hazardous to health. 

The participants included domestic workers in 
New York, who shared a story of winning a court battle 
against abusive employers by publicly shaming them 
with well-supported picket lines, as well as the Coali- 
tion of Immokalee Workers from Florida, who described 
their ongoing battle against tomato growers who still 
practice outright slavery. 

Workers from Mississippi catfish processing plants 
described how their employers are using the current 
economic crisis to take back human rights won by work- 
ers there over the last decades. And organizers from 
New Orleans told of the continuing effects of neglect in 
post-Katrina devastation. 

The sharing of stories is a reflection of the solidarity 
that is happening already and is an effort to strengthen 
that solidarity among all workers. The workshop ended 
with an exchange of the promise to "be there" for the 
next stage of the struggle in all these areas. 

— Urszula Wislanka 


Freedom for Iran! 



Protesters marched in New York on June 12, the anniversary of last 
year's fraudulent election in Iran and the murderous repression against 
the opposition. Slogans included Freedom for Iran; Down with the Dicta- 
tor; Political Prisoners Should Be Set Free; and No Sanctions on Iran, 
Human Rights for Iran. 

Chicago — Demonstrators gathered on North Michi- 
gan Ave. June 12 to protest the continued bloody re- 
pression in Iran, one year after the stolen election that 
brought millions into the streets at risk of death. Our 
picket-line signs demanded the end of theocracy and 
dictatorship and demanded freedom and rights for stu- 
dents, workers and women. We held graphic remem- 
brances of martyrs hanged, beaten or shot to death like 
Neda Agha-Soltan. Response from passersby was posi- 
tive — one young man even joined us from the streets. 

One marcher told us that, contrary to the bour- 
geois media, the Green Movement is alive and vigorous. 
Commenting on the debate within N&L about the role 
of Iranian workers, he said, "The movement does not 
belong to anyone. It includes students, workers, teach- 
ers, and radicals, and no one has the right to exclude 
other groups' demands. It is mainly the youth, and they 
are not stopping." 

This was demonstrated by the general strike May 
13 in Iranian Kurdistan, the largest since 2005. A num- 
ber of cities came to a halt in protest of the executions of 
five Kurdish workers and activists. On the anniversary 
itself, clashes with security forces broke out in Tehran. 
Clearly, the struggle for freedom remains alive in the 
hearts of Iran's women, students, and workers. 

— News & Letters marchers 
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by Gerry Emmett 

It would be interesting to know what kind of "states- 
manlike" theatrics Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu, U.S. President Barack Obama, and Turkish 
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan might have had 
in mind for the morning of June 1, 2010. Whatever they 
might have been aiming for was literally blown out of 
the water by the May 31 massacre of nine Turkish and 
U.S. activists on the Mavi Marmara , part of the Gaza 
freedom flotilla supported by the Turkish government. 

The brutal killings by Israeli commandos revealed 
the high stakes in current Middle Eastern politics, and 
the way events can easily spiral out of the control of 
the players. It was unplanned, and it was inevitable. 
Netanyahu was forced to cancel his White House visit, 
and Erdogan recalled the Turkish ambassador to Israel 
and canceled some military cooperation with Israel. 
The world's justified anger and disgust in the end is 
forcing both Israel and Egypt to relax their inhuman 
blockade of Gaza — which is a tremendous achievement 

Kyrgyzstan in crisis 

Tens of thousands of Uzbek refugees, threatened 
with loss of citizenship if they didn't participate in a 
constitutional referendum, were forced to rush back to 
Kyrgyzstan in mid- June. This left tens of thousands 
once again without food or shelter. The UN followed be- 
hind them with tent shelters and food aid in a surreal 
chase across borders. 

The new Constitution which establishes a parlia- 
mentary democracy was passed, but now will function 
against a background of deep divisions. 

The refugee crisis began when ethnic violence 
that broke out in Kyrgyzstan's second city of Osh on 
June 11 quickly spread and resulted in the internal 
displacement of up to 300,000 Uzbeks, with 100,000 
more crossing the border into neighboring Uzbekistan 
as refugees. Thousands, mainly Uzbeks, were killed in 
pogroms that saw entire neighborhoods burned to the 
ground and looted of anything which might have been 
left. Besides ethnic Kyrgyz gangs there were also re- 
ports of Kyrgyz military forces joining in the assault. 

The Kyrgyzstan government, which came to power 
only months ago, blamed the violence on supporters of 
the former government of ousted President Kurmanbek 
Bakiyev. The attacks have driven a deep wedge of anger 
and suspicion between majority Kyrgyz and minority 
Uzbek communities. As elsewhere, this kind of "ethnic 
cleansing" is aimed to destroy whatever potential for 
social progress exists in the wake of mass movements — 
in this case, a movement against utility price increases 
imposed under Bakiyev, who had himself been brought 
to power as a result of the 2005 "Tulip Revolution." 

Interim head of government Roza Otunbayeva 
asked Russian President Medvedev to send peacekeep- 
ing troops. This was refused, although Russia did send 
a battalion of troops to defend its military base in the 
country. Both Russia and the U.S. have air bases, with 
the U.S. base considered vital to the war in Afghani- 
stan. The Russians consider Kyrgyzstan as a part of 
their own sphere of influence. Neither will put the in- 
terests of the people of Kyrgyzstan ahead of their own 
military desires. Otunbayeva' s call for European troops 
has also gone unheeded. 

Unfortunately, the current government has only 
succeeded in militarizing Kyrgyz society itself, along 
the most reactionary lines that can be imagined. This 
doesn't bode well for the future. 


Deadly Middle East gamble 


of the freedom flotillas. 

It now becomes vital to see the forces in play clear- 
ly. The friendly tone of Netanyahu's July visit with 
Obama, the behind-the-scenes meetings between Israeli 
and Turkish officials, and the Obama administration's 
renewed call for an Israel-Palestinian Authority agree- 
ment signal a return to the pre-massacre program. 

It is unlikely that Turkey would wish to break 
its alliance with the U.S. It is very likely that Turkey, 
which is becoming more regionally assertive under Er- 
dogan' s Islamist regime, is being set up as an alterna- 
tive to Iran as patron of Gaza's Hamas government. 
Saudi Arabia is too obviously committed to anti-Irani- 



In response to the Israeli blockade of Gaza, especially the storming of 
ships bringing relief aid, hundreds of protesters closed down a terminal 
at the port of Oakland, Calif., on Jun. 20 to stop the Israeli Zim Shenzhen 
ship from unloading its cargo. Dockworkers honored the picket lines. 


G-20 Summit class war 

The violence perpetrated by Canadian police 
against demonstrators at the G-20 June summit in 
Toronto — tear gas, plastic and rubber bullets, 900 ar- 
rested, close to $1 billion spent on security — was little 
in comparison to the violence planned and presently 
being carried out against the working class and poor 
across the globe. This most recent meeting, first of the 
super-big G-8, and then of the 20 largest economies, the 
G-20, decided to take the next step in what is termed 
"rebalancing" the economy — cutting government defi- 
cits through reduction in unemployment benefits, re- 
structuring worker pensions, raising the retirement 
age, firing workers, cutting hard- won social benefits, 
etc. "Deficit reduction" in a time of severe economic cri- 
sis is one more way of seeking to resolve capitalism's 
non-viability on the backs of the vast mass of humanity, 
as against the tiny minority of bankers, industrialists, 
energy capitalists, and the state, which represents and 
coordinates these new draconian financial efforts. 

With the near-total financial collapse, capital 
sought to "resolve" the crisis with a massive rescue of 
financial institutions with billions of government dol- 
lars despite the reckless actions of the financial com- 
munity. Crucially, the majority of the G-20 decided no 
further economic stimulus is necessary — despite high 
unemployment in many parts of the world. Instead, 
they claim capitalism will "grow" itself out of this latest 
crisis. 

As important as were the protests in Canada, the 
crucial struggles are those ongoing in Greece and other 
parts of Europe where what is left of European welfare 
benefits, hard- won through decades of social struggle, 
is being dismantled. The class-based response to the 
Toronto G-20 Summit has yet to fully unfold. — E. W. 
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an positions to play that part. The U.S. would thus gain 
more leverage over all parties. 

The great threat in the region remains an Israeli 
attack upon Iran, with the pretext of stopping Iranian 
development of nuclear weapons. It would be an insane 
act, but Netanyahu, in particular, seems to be follow- 
ing the logic of Israel's 2008 war on Gaza to its conclu- 
sion — an ultimate confrontation with Ahmadinejad's 
Iran which he imagines would "pacify" Israel's external 
enemies. What he may be doing is undermining every 
aspect of Israeli society that would allow it to exist in 
peace. From the Iranian "enemy," to the Palestinian in 
Gaza or the West Bank, to the Palestinian citizen of 
Israel, to the Israeli Left, to what remains of Israeli 
democracy itself, this could only end in disaster. 

Doubtless the "statesmen" involved don't see things 
this way. As they did with the Mavi Marmara , they are 
likely willing to gamble. 

Guinea's election 

The world press is hailing Guinea's "first free elec- 
tion in 52 years." These elections come after decades 
of dictatorial rule in Guinea — the first vote not under 
the bayonet of the army. A run-off is scheduled for mid- 
July between the two leading candidates — one, Cellou 
Dalein Diallo, long-time Prime Minister under the pre- 
vious dictator, Lansana Conte; the other, Alpha Conde, 
long in exile, and supposedly close to French interests, 
the one-time colonial occupier and exploiter. 

While free elections are welcome, we are far from 
the great promise of a new pathway opened toward so- 
cial liberation during the African Revolutions in 1960, 
"the Year of Africa." Guinea stood out in both its con- 
crete actions and at projecting an emancipatory vision. 
In 1958, two years before the year of the African revolu- 
tions, tiny Guinea had dared to say "No!" to De Gaulle's 
France, seized its independence, breaking fully from 
France's "benevolent" neo-colonialism. De Gaulle's re- 
sponse was to cut off completely any support for Guin- 
ea. It was left in an isolation of deep impoverishment. 

In those first moments of independence, Guinea's 
leader in the struggle, the revolutionary Ahmed Sek- 
ou Toure, espoused a Marxism joined with an African 
humanism: "It can... be said that African unity offers 
the world a new humanism essentially founded on the 
universal solidarity and cooperation between people, 
without any racial and cultural antagonism and with- 
out narrow egoism and privilege." Raya Dunayevskaya 
characterized the African revolutions as opening "a new 
page in the dialectic of thought as well as in world his- 
tory." However, Toure separated himself from the cre- 
ativity of the African masses, betraying any emancipa- 
tory vision, and ruled Guinea with a dictatorial hand. 

What occurred in Guinea has been repeated 
throughout Black Africa. It is of course not the end of 
history. But more than "free elections" will be needed 
for new beginnings in Guinea and in Africa. 

— Eugene Walker 
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Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop- 
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them- 
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi- 
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called 
a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker s 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya' s works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya' s philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free- 
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya' s 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 


and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici- 
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to 
promote the firmest unity among work- 
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor." We do not sepa- 
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees. 
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Strikers in China demand own 
unions, defy capitalism 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


Unions battle, 
workers suffer 

by Htun Lin 

At Kaiser HMO two unions, Service Employees 
International Union (SEIU) and National Union of 
Healthcare Workers (NUHW), are battling for the right 
to represent 44,000 healthcare workers. This is no or- 
dinary election. It was called after a petition to the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board (NLRB) filed by Kaiser 
workers who have deep grievances against SEIU and 
want to be represented by a new union. 

In their war against NUHW, SEIU has already 
spent $40 million from a war chest amassed from a huge 
dues base, the result of years of membership growth, 
often from management-assisted hostile takeovers of 
other unions. They have accommodated companies, 
promoting no-strike clauses in sweetheart deals with 
nursing home chains just to get dues-paying members. 
THUGS PRETENDING TO BE A UNION 

SEIU is running a thuggish campaign, shouting 
down opponents like Dolores Huerta, co-founder of the 
United Farm Workers, who talked to workers about 
NUHW. Kaiser makes its meeting facilities available to 
SEIU to spread their propaganda. 

SEIU blankets the workplace with disinformation. 
They claim that if the NUHW is voted in, members 
would lose existing scheduled raises. This is untrue and 
violates federal law against companies trying to affect 

continued on p. 3 
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Africa in Philosophy 
and Revolution 

by John Alan 

Editors' note : In celebration of the Dunayevskaya Cen- 
tenary and the 50th anniversary of the Year of Africa, 
we reprint Alan s column on her Philosophy and Revo- 
lution from the Dec. 1973 N&L. 

Philosophy and Revolution , by Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya, is a unique book, both in its original scholarship 
and in the rare ability of the author to put the blood 
of humanity into what first appeared to be the most 
"abstract projections" of Marx and Hegel. 

In no other book on the same subject is the reader 
made so aware of the inseparability of theory and prac- 
tice, or of the relationship between the force of 
the objective world, on one hand, and that of the 
subjective world of human passion and reason, 
on the other. 

The space of this column precludes a full review, 
but I would like to zero in on Chapter 7, "The African 
Revolutions and the World Economy." This chapter is 
brilliant in its delineation of the birth of the African 
Revolutions and in its analysis of what went "wrong" — 
both in and outside of those revolutions which have so 
grievously denied the African people of their idea of 
freedom that they "propounded as an absolute." 

In the 1960s the African Revolutions sprang into 
being upon a world of ideological pessimism in retreat 

continued on p. 8 



by Bob McGuire 

A wave of strikes in China that began in mid-May 
in auto and continued through the summer is chal- 
lenging the foundations of China's world-leading pro- 
duction system. Workers striking key auto suppliers, 
beginning with the walkout at the Nanhai Honda axle 
plant in the industrial city of Foshan in Guangdong 
province, repeatedly halted production at Honda and 
Toyota plants for days 
at a time. Strikers have 
been winning substan- 
tial wage increases — and 
have raised the demand 
for independent unions. 

Despite confronting 
both the wealthiest corpo- 
rate bosses and the gov- 
ernment authorities — 
first of all in defiance of 
their official union — the 
primarily migrant work- 
ers at dozens of major 
factories have won wage 
increases as high as 50% 
on top of their previous 
pay, which had fallen be- 
low subsistence. 

A SEASON OF LABOR REVOLT 

Workers in China's factories have carried out more 
than ten thousand officially recorded wildcat strikes, 
walkouts and job actions, each year. The authorities 
have typically intervened with an iron fist in support 
of capitalist factory owners. 

It is not the sheer number of strikes alone that 
makes this season of labor unrest in China so remark- 
able. Police intervened again in this year's strikes, 
and thugs from the government-controlled All-China 
Federation of Trade Unions (ACFTU), physically beat 
up strikers at Nanhai Honda in May. But workers 
this year have seized a moment when they had more 
breathing space and could make their voices heard 
because there are doubts among the rulers on how to 


The depth of global capitalism's decay is measured 
not only by intractable long-term unemployment and 
growing homelessness, by new outpourings of racism 
embedded in Tea Party-ism, and by never-ending im- 
perialist wars abroad despite any supposed "withdraw- 
als." It is also measured by the persistent revolt that 
these attacks bring forth in humanity's search for an 
alternative world. 

That is why it has never been more impor- 
tant to keep a revolutionary journal like News & 
Letters alive and growing. It is only here where 
the voices from below of those fighting for free- 
dom can be heard unseparated from the articula- 
tion of a philosophy of liberation that is needed 
if we are to succeed in uprooting the dehuman- 
ized world in which we live and create a new one 
built on human foundations. 

The many voices on page 5 in this issue reveal how 
Marxist-Humanism is being recreated in Latin Ameri- 
ca to do battle with those who would put limitations on 
freedom; it is seen in people speaking for themselves 
as they fight home evictions (p. 8), firings from nurs- 
ing home jobs (p. 3), and prisoners speaking against a 
corrupt prison industrial system (p. 8). And all unsepa- 
rated from the deepest articulation of the philosophy of 
revolution for our age. 

From our beginning in 1955, News & Letters has 
been dedicated to working out a new unity of theory 
and practice. The celebration of 2010 as the Centena- 
ry of the birth of Raya Dunayevskaya, the founder of 
Marxist-Humanism, has shown that the Marxist-Hu- 
manist concept of Archives as "Living Archives," is not 
a nostalgic "look back," but a perspective on the future. 

We are celebrating those "Living Archives" by 
preparing to publish a book of selected writings by 


control the working class. 

Remarks by Communist Party Chairman Hu Jin- 
tao in April that it was necessary to "...allow the vast 
majority of the people to engage in decent work," pro- 
vided a little cover for strikers confronting state au- 
thority when they could demonstrate they did not have 
"decent work." 

Honda plants became the focus of the strike wave, 
partly because workers there were toiling for very close 

to the local minimum 
wage despite working in 
highly automated and 
highly productive fac- 
tories. Honda, in their 
Chinese factories, had 
driven down the cost of 
labor to 5% of production 
costs. Honda drove work- 
ers' living standards 
down by hiring so-called 
"interns" connected to 
trade schools. They com- 
prised up to one-third of 
the workforce and were 
paid even less than the 
minimum wage. Honda 
had also eliminated 
most of the overtime 
that, in a typical factory in China, allowed underpaid 
workers to survive. Wages were so low at the Nanhai 
Honda plant, that some strike leaders had decided to 
quit and seek work elsewhere. 

THE NECESSITY OF OVERTIME IS A KILLER 

Factory workers — from toy, shoe and garment fac- 
tories to heavy industry — who need all their overtime, 
72 hours a week and up, just to make a subsistence liv- 
ing, might be swept up in this labor movement. Even 
workers at elite plants like Foxconn, manufacturers of 
high-tech iPods and iPads, had been so pushed to the 
brink that their epidemic of suicides has become well- 
known — although Apple's Steve Jobs, in a stunning 

continued onp. 10 


Dunayevskaya on Marx, to present the totality of 
Marx's Marxism through the lens of Marxist-Human- 
ism as a contribution to the search for an alternative 
to today's dehumanized capitalist society. 

We are also determined to keep publishing N&L 
as a print publication and online. The number of print 
papers that have failed is alarming, and yet their im- 
portance is attested to by our prisoner-subscribers, 
who make sure that each issue is read by many as they 
circulate N&L throughout the prison system. Keep- 
ing the paper in print, however, entails considerable 
expense on top of our regular ever-increasing bills for 
office rent and postage, although our staff continues to 
be all-volunteer. 

As we have at each point since our very beginning, 
we are turning to you, our readers and supporters, to 
help us continue. We cannot do it without your contri- 
butions — financial as well as in ideas, in your letters, 
articles, and bringing us new readers and supporters. 

PLEASE GIVE AS GENEROUSLY AS YOU CAN! 

! News and Letters, 228 S. Wabash Ave., Room 230, ^ 
| Chicago, Illinois 60604 / 

| □ Enclosed is my contribution of $ to help 

! keep News & Letters going. 

] □ I want to become a sustaining subscriber and will 

| contribute $ regularly each month. 

i □ I'm enclosing $ for subscriptions to those 

] on the attached list or as gift subs for prisoners. 

! Name: 

] Email: 

! Address including zip: 



Workers on strike at the Honda Auto Parts Manufacturing Co., Ltd. in 
Foshan City, China 


We need your help to continue! 
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Women and Afghan culture in 5 books 


The Taliban's recent public execution by stoning of 
a young couple-with the apparent willing participation 
of their families and neighbors — shocks and depresses 
those who support freedom. As Ann Jones writes, "In 
Afghan society, the individual counts for little, and 
woman amounts to less than that. It's the collective so- 
ciety that matters... If the women... were punished... it 
was merely a secondary effect of bringing society back 
into proper balance. . .investigators and prosecutors and 
judges... decide cases... on the basis of patriarchal atti- 
tudes..." ( Kabul in Winter ; Picador, 2006, pp. 105-106). 

Jones' book and four others recently published 
challenge 30 years of external and internal politics 
that have left Afghanistan in ruins. Each argues for 
listening to and understanding Afghan peoples. Three 
Cups of Tea: One Mans Mission to Promote Peace... One 
School at a Time (Penguin Books, 2006) and Stones into 
Schools: Promoting Peace With Books, Not Bombs, in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan (Viking, 2009) describe the 
work of Greg Mortenson, a U.S. mountain climber, who 
kept his promise to Pakistani mountain villagers to 
build the school they had asked for. By 2009, his orga- 
nization had built 131 schools in Afghanistan, north- 
western Pakistan, and Kashmir. 

Mortenson, however, sees no contradiction between 
listening "with humility to what others have to say" and 
working with the U.S. military: his books influenced 



by Artemis 
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One of many worldwide demonstrations — this one in London's Trafalgar 
Square on July 24 — demanding Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani's free- 


dom and an to end to the stoning of human beings. The sign reads: "Turn 


all stones towards the Islamic regime of Iran." 


In May 2006 in Iran, Sakineh Mohammadi 
Ashtiani, a mother of two, was convicted of an "illicit 
relationship" and received 99 lashes. Despite this pun- 
ishment, the court gave her a new charge of "adultery" 
and sentenced her to death by stoning. An internation- 
al outcry forced the court to grant a reprieve, but she 
is still awaiting execution along with 12 other women 
and three men sentenced to stoning. Her plight has 
provoked international demonstrations and campaigns 

against stoning. To sign a petition go to: freesakineh.org. 

* * * 

Mothers in the states of Chiapas, Oaxaca, and 
Guerrero die in childbirth 70% more often than the na- 
tional average in Mexico. Indigenous women are three 
times less likely to survive childbirth than non-indig- 
enous women. Transportation difficulties cause one- 
third of indigenous women to give birth without medi- 
cal help, which is also often too costly. In cities, 40% 
of maternal deaths are caused by wrong medications, 

botched surgeries, and other forms of malpractice. 

* * * 

The International AIDS Conference in Vienna, 
Austria, in July, saw a strong presence of sex worker 
rights activists, with booths, a networking zone, films, 
panel discussions, and participation in the Human 
Rights March. They demanded that funders, research- 
ers, and organizations support the human rights of 
sex workers, ending police violence, acknowledging sex 
work as real work, and changing the U.S. President's 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief so that organizations 

no longer have to sign a pledge opposing prostitution. 

* * * 

After years of struggle the Domestic Workers' 
Bill of Rights passed the New York State Legislature 
in June. Domestic Workers United fought for the bill, 
the first to protect the state's 200,000 domestic work- 
ers, documented and undocumented immigrants. It 
corrects the 75-year exclusion of mostly Black domes- 
tic and farm workers from labor law protections. It re- 
quires minimum wages, overtime pay, and sick, holiday, 
and vacation pay as well as 14-day notice or termina- 
tion pay before firing a domestic worker. 

* * * 

On Aug. 17 Dorothy Height died at 98. As a so- 
cial worker with the Harlem YWCA in the 1930s she 
brought attention to the "slave markets" on New York 
street corners where white suburban housewives hired 
Black women as domestic workers for 15 cents an hour. 
She fought to end lynching and to desegregate the 
armed forces, and initiated programs in the South to 
fight hunger and secure decent housing. 


the U.S. military counterinsurgency strategy which 
gives schools with one hand and bombs civilians with 
the other. Nonetheless, Mortenson projects genuine un- 
derstanding of and affection for the Afghan people. 

THE HORRIBLE SETBACK OF WAR 

The Wasted Vigil (Vintage International, 2008), 
a magnificent novel by Pakistan-born English writer 
Nadeem Aslam, and A Thousand Splendid Suns (Riv- 
erhead Books, 2007), by Afghan writer Khaled Hus- 
seini, both portray the past 30 years of unremitting war 
which destroyed the centuries-old magnificent sculp- 
ture, painting, music and poetry as well as the social 
structure of Afghanistan itself. 

A Thousand Splendid Suns describes how 
people first welcomed the Taliban. After living at 
the mercy of feudal warlords and endless mur- 
derous power struggles, people hoped the Tal- 
iban would restore rationality to their lives, an 
illusion soon contradicted by the reality of their 
ruthless bloodshed. Both novels reveal how the 
Cold War exacerbated multi-layered ethnic and 
religious strife. Both interweave sensuous beau- 
ty persisting in ruins and rubble, and resilient 
characters struggling for freedom and dignity. 

"Afghanistan had collapsed and everyone's life now 
lies broken at different levels within the rubble. Some 
are trapped near the surface while others find them- 
selves entombed deeper down... from where their cries 
cannot be heard by anyone on the surface, only — and 
inconsequentially — by those around them" ( The Wasted 
Vigil, p. 29). 

WHEN AID WORSENS LIVES 

Jones' Kabul in Winter is a journal of her work in 
Kabul from 2002-2006, aiding women in prison and 
training teachers. Jones learned how the "industry" of 
humanitarian aid primarily enriches a long "cascad- 
ing" chain of U.S. corporate contractors, and actually 
worsens the life of Afghan people. Although Jones finds 
many Afghan women succumb to the male domination 
they suffer from cradle to grave, she questions the idea 
that Islamic women's status will improve only if women 
adopt "advanced" European cultural traditions. 

"Western feminists in equally misogynist Judeo- 
Christian societies were not scrapping their heritage 
for a foreign model but were fighting for their rights 
on their own ground. Why couldn't Muslim women, too, 
challenge their own culture?" (p. 145) Jones' widely re- 
searched account allows us to grasp the historical and 
social complexities of this diverse, multi-ethnic country. 

These books, which clarify many social and cultur- 
al realities of Afghanistan, can help connect us to those 
Afghans building a revolutionary human society. 

— Susan Van Gelder 


Come to the Raya Dunayevskaya 
Centenary celebration in Detroit 

The keynote speaker will be Mike Smith, 
director of Wayne State University's Walter 
Reuther Library, where Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya's archives collection is housed. This 
meeting, with a theme of "Living Archives 
as Ground for Today's Battles," will be free 
and open to the public. It will be held 
Saturday, September 18, at 2:00 PM 
in the library at 5401 Cass Ave., De- 
troit. The doors will open at 1:00 PM 
to give visitors time to see the exhib- 
it, to mingle and have refreshments. 
For more information call 313-577-4024 or 
312-431-8242. 

Also speaking briefly at the meeting will 
be Olga Domanski, Secretary to Raya Du- 
nayevskaya from 1949 until Dunayevs- 
kaya's death in 1987. Domanski is now the 
National Co-Organizer of News and Letters 
Committees. Andy Phillips, who worked in 
the coal mines during the militant 1949-50 
U.S. miners' strike, will also speak briefly. 
Phillips is a founding member of News and 
Letters Committees and co-author with 
Dunayevskaya of The Coal Miners’ General 
Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth ofMarxist- 
Humanism in the U.S. 

An exhibit of material from Dunayevskaya's 
archives will be on display. The meeting is 
co-sponsored by Wayne State University 
Walter Reuther Library and News and Let- 
ters Committees. 

Open discussion will follow the talks. 


Toll of abortion wars 

Dispatches from the Abortion Wars: The Costs of 
Fanaticism to Doctors, Patients, and the Rest of Us, by 
Carole E. Joffe (Boston: Beacon Press, 2010) 

Carole Joffe for the past 30 years interviewed abor- 
tion providers and observed their interactions with pa- 
tients. She states that 
far-right fanatics have 
a disproportionate im- 
pact and that abortion 
has become a "stigma." 

Women are afraid to re- 
veal that they had one, 
and doctors are afraid to 
let other doctors know 
that they have even had 
training in providing 
them. For a doctor, the 
presence or absence of 
support, especially from 
other doctors, can make 
or break their decision 
to provide abortion ser- 
vices. The stigma makes 
abortion a controver- 
sial subject even in pop culture. It stems from the 
U.S. stigmatization of serious discussions about 
sexuality which exists alongside its commercial 
exploitation. As a result, politicians are able to get 
away with proposing legislation against abortion, even 
in cases involving the woman's health or life. 

Many people feel that laws putting dangerous re- 
strictions on abortion are "moderate." These include 
TRAP laws (Targeted Regulation of Abortion Provid- 
ers), which impose requirements going far beyond those 
imposed on other medical practices. Informed consent 
laws require doctors to lie to patients about the effects 
of abortion. Joffe also describes the disturbing results 
of restrictions on teenagers. 

WOMEN SUFFER WITHOUT ABORTION ACCESS 

Clinic personnel and patients have to deal with 
physical attacks and harassment from fanatics, causing 
clinics to spend money on security measures instead of 
healthcare. 

Joffe tells enraging emergency room stories of 
women whose wanted, late-term pregnancies endan- 
gered their lives. Their doctors had to plead, argue, 
manipulate, or transfer them to other hospitals to get 
abortions. Lack of access to contraception causes high- 
er rates of abortion among poor women, even though 
it is also more difficult for them to access abortion. Fa- 
natics have used these higher abortion rates to claim 
that abortion clinics have a racist conspiracy to target 
women of color and the poor. Escalating a vicious circle, 
they use these lies to attempt to cut government fund- 
ing for abortion and other reproductive health services 
including contraception. 

European countries that make contraception and 
abortion available, and sometimes even free, have lower 
rates of unintended pregnancy and abortion. They also 
often have national healthcare and childcare, lower in- 
fant mortality rates, paid parental leave, and govern- 
ment subsidies for parents. 

VISION OF REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE 

Americans must consider abortion as "one part of 
a larger mosaic of reproductive rights and services, as 
women's health advocates in the 1970s understood." 
Joffe describes the organizations Sistersong and Na- 
tional Advocates for Pregnant Women that continue 
this vision. These are part of the reproductive justice 
movement, led by women of color who consider the 
right not to have a child as part of a broader struggle 
including the right to parent children and control birth- 
ing options. Some reproductive clinics include counsel- 
ing to help teenagers decide what they want sexually 
so they can have healthy relationships. Joffe also says 
abortions can be normalized by allowing hospitals and 
primary care doctors to perform them. This would also 
help to erode the simplistic stigma by exposing more 
people to the fact that every woman is in a unique situ- 
ation and has unique feelings regarding abortion and 
her reproductive health in general. 

This book explains the origins of obstacles to abor- 
tion as a pervasive social stigma created by a fanatical 
fringe movement and shows how we can improve public 
health by destigmatizing abortion and sexuality. 

— Adele 
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Residents support fired workers 


Oakland, Calif. — A union contract at Piedmont Gar- 
dens, a retirement community owned by American 
Baptist Homes of the West (ABHOW), expired on April 
30. By mid- July contract negotiations were stalled. Of 
the approximately 170 workers in the SEIU-UHW, 160 
participated in a five-day strike, after which 37 of them 
were "permanently replaced." 

The people who first came to support the strik- 
ing workers were the fa- 
cility residents. One said: 

"Whether we are in the in- 
dependent living, assisted 
living or skilled nursing, we 
understand the labor strug- 
gles and we are sympathetic 
with the efforts of the work- 
ers. Many feel that way. 

"I know some of the 
people striking: they either 
serve us at dinner, or they 
house-clean for us. Someone 
called a meeting and the 
more we talked the more we 
knew we didn't understand 
what the issues were. 

"The administration, 
presumably, fired the 37 
workers. I just talked with 
one of the cooks. He has no 
idea why he was fired." 

On Thursday, Aug. 12, the union organized a dem- 
onstration in front of Piedmont Gardens to support the 
fired workers. Some of them spoke: 

• I am a certified nursing assistant in assisted liv- 
ing. We love and know our patients. It is not just a job, 
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continued from p. 1 

a dispute between competing unions. One Kaiser flyer 
titled "NUHW Members Face Loss of PSP Bonuses" has 
the company openly colluding with SEIU. As the SEIU 
leaflet put it: "On a conference call with Kaiser employ- 
ees Aug. 3, Kaiser Southern California President Ben 
Chu confirmed that NUHW members at Kaiser are not 
automatically eligible to receive Performance Sharing 
Program (PSP) bonuses.... Chu made it clear that only 
members of unions in the Coalition of Kaiser Perman- 
ente Unions — like SEIU — are guaranteed the bonus as 
part of the national agreement we just approved by a 
94% vote." 

You know you're in trouble as a union member 
when union officials brag about how great a bonus they 
"won" for us. Bonuses are given when a union fails to 
win a meaningful wage increase. You're in even deep- 
er trouble when those same officials declare that they 
"won" a "new contract" with "no layoffs," on the heels of 
a recent "reduction-in-force" blessed by the labor-man- 
agement partnership (LMP) itself, with a new stipula- 
tion that a "partnership healthcare benefits committee" 
will "review" our benefits package to implement take- 
aways without a membership vote. 

This is troubling. SEIU has a track record of mak- 
ing these kinds of backroom deals which undermine not 
only union democracy, but also the wages and benefits 
of its own members. 

All this is not to say that workers should give 
Sal Rosselli, head of the NUHW, uncritical sup- 
port. Sal Rosselli was there in 1997 when Andy 
Stern launched his LMP at Kaiser. Rosselli turned 
on a dime: from criticizing Kaiser's disregard for 
quality care in their healthcare restructuring — 
an issue crucial to rank-and-file workers — to pro- 
moting Kaiser as a quality care provider. 

When he had had enough of Andy Stern's program 
of telling workers to sacrifice our hard-won gains to 
"help U.S. industry compete" in the global economy, 
Rosselli resigned from the SEIU executive board and 
tried to pull out of SEIU. SEIU then put Rosselli' s 
union, United Healthcare West, into trusteeship. 

There are many misleading leaflets accusing Ros- 
selli of stealing money from Stern's dictatorial union 
now run by Mary Kay Henry, who took over after Stern 
retired in April. The controversy and accusations cer- 
tainly involve union money, but Stern himself dramati- 
cally broke SEIU away from the AFL-CIO, which was 
not pro-business enough for him, precisely in order to 
gain control of AFL-CIO money. 

Many newer workers actually know little of this 
history and find it hard to make a choice because a true 
workers' union hasn't existed at Kaiser for a long time. 
Though we've seen how "union democracy" has been the 
rallying point for oppositions in the past only to see how 
much they themselves collude with management when 
they get in power, workers who know the history at Kai- 
ser cannot be neutral in this election. SEIU needs to be 
soundly defeated, while having no illusions about Ros- 
selli. "Union democracy" is no replacement for work- 
place democracy and the full control over our own labor. 


it is a community of love that we show our patients and 
our patients show us. Some of them have special needs 
and we know how to give that special care to them. It's 
not just nursing, it's housekeeping, cooking, serving, we 
all work together in taking care of them. 

We promised our residents that they will see us 
Saturday morning. They were waiting. When we could 
not come to give them care, they were heartbroken and 
we were heartbroken. We 
have put in years of service 
together. Since we have not 
been there, we hear that our 
patients are not getting the 
care they need daily from us. 

• Mrs. Rice: I'm here as 
president of the Residents' 
Council of Piedmont Gar- 
dens. We have quite a few 
residents out here, support- 
ing you. We sorely miss you. 
You are an important part of 
Piedmont Gardens and we 
don't want to lose you. We 
hope you can come back soon 
and we can all live together 
as a community. 

• I have been at Pied- 
mont Gardens for 12 years. In 

those 12 years I have never seen such a mean-spirited, 
anti-worker union-busting. We had a strike three years 
ago. When the strike was over, we came back to work 
without any further harassment from management. 
Now 38 workers who have been active in the union have 
been fired, many with 20 or 30 years experience. Some 
have not worked anywhere else. How are we supposed 
to pay rent, feed our children or get healthcare? The 
fired workers represent over 400 years of service car- 
ing for the residents of Piedmont Gardens. Having the 
same caregivers over a long period of time is beneficial. 
Our residents have expressed concern that having new 
people places them at risk. How can the management 
treat the residents like this? 

Coming R2 invasion 

Detroit — At the beginning of the year, there was a 
brief announcement that NASA and GM had collabo- 
rated to create an improved robot that was named Ro- 
bonaut 2, or R2. What is special about R2 is that it has 
five fingers with an opposing thumb with the same dex- 
terity as a human hand. 

R2 is scheduled to be launched in September as 
a permanent feature of the space station now in orbit 
around the earth, and will be able to operate every tool 
in the space station. This is a fantastic technological 
achievement and should be applauded. Such a robot 
has tremendous potential to take on an untold number 
of dangerous and hazardous tasks that would be fatal 
or unsafe if performed by humans. 

However, and it is a big however, since GM is in- 
volved, it is certain to be used in auto plants. Both GM 
and NASA repeatedly have assured us that R2 would 
not replace humans, only work beside them. But as ev- 
ery autoworker, every worker, knows, such automated 
technological developments mean they will be used in 
the production process. This is not a matter of specula- 
tion, for workers know from their daily work experience 
that any time that management finds a way to cut out 
workers, they will do it. 

Robots are certainly not new in auto or other in- 
dustries. Every time there was a technological develop- 
ment that could increase production, which was usually 
accompanied by worker layoffs, they were added to the 
continuing automated productive process. 

Where there had been thousands of workers on an 
auto production line, there are now a handful of work- 
ers monitoring computers that control automated ma- 
chinery that does what workers had done. 

But there are limits to what automated production 
as it now exists can do. R2 represents a huge leap for- 
ward in the capabilities of robotic production. This kind 
of technological breakthrough has tremendous implica- 
tions. 

Unlike human workers, R2 does not go on strike, 
does not file grievances, does not fight against unsafe 
conditions, does not call in sick, and does not present 
any pension or healthcare expense. This is the ideal 
worker that management dreams of — under total dic- 
tatorial control with no opposition. 

R2 is the result of years of teamwork by GM and 
NASA, with the first Robonaut developed ten years ago. 
The current version weighs 300 pounds and consists of 
a computerized torso and head, with two arms and two 
hands. Much more will be known after R2 is deployed. 

As it is now, the continuing unemployment crisis is 
generating forces that will be difficult, if not impossible, 
to control. The growing anger and fear in the families 
of the unemployed is certain to erupt, and can move 
in transformative directions. The introduction of R2s 
in the productive process would certainly deepen the 
crisis. —Andy Phillips 


Capital on strike 

Today capital is on strike even as it wages a two- 
pronged war against workers: automation and forcing 
cuts in living standards. In the U.S., 500 of the largest 
non-financial firms 
are sitting on a cash 
hoard of over a trillion 
dollars, yet capitalists 
have refused to invest in the real economy ever since 
the finance crisis revealed an insufficient rate of profit. 

Prevailing economic theorists failed totally to an- 
ticipate the financial collapse that triggered the pres- 
ent fiasco two years ago. A year ago they predicted a 
turnaround and a steady economic recovery. Now as 
capitalists are investing their cash hoard in gov- 
ernment bonds, yielding record lows, no one can 
ignore the threat of a deflationary spiral, eco- 
nomic stagnation and continued retraction. 

Only speculative finance capitalists, a small mi- 
nority who dominate social production and threaten to 
punish any "real economy" capitalist who hires more 
workers, are making out like bandits in this environ- 
ment of almost free money from the Federal Reserve 
Bank. The bailed-out finance capitalists are again mak- 
ing record profits after governments bought their bad 
assets, adding trillions of dollars to an exploding public 
debt, already driven up by the costs of two wars and tax 
cuts mainly going to the wealthy. 

,, 99ers ,, -A NEW AND GROWING CATEGORY 

Their present drumbeat, repeated by the politi- 
cians they own, is that the debt now demands big cuts 
in public spending — including cuts to food stamps, 
which go to over 40.8 million Americans, and unem- 
ployment benefits. 

There are 1.4 million "99ers" who have gone with- 
out work for over 99 weeks and are cut off from un- 
employment compensation. Today the total number of 
employed is down 8 million from its peak and is at the 
level of November 1999. 

The U.S. economy lost another 131,000 jobs in July. 
Fewer Americans are working now than when the Great 
Recession was officially declared over last October. The 
official unemployment rate is 9.5%, the real rate is 22%. 
Fear of pauperization stalks many who are working. 

Companies are again making big profits but 
this economic growth is uncoupled from job 
growth, and coupled with an unabashed class 
war against those still working. Thriving compa- 
nies making record profits demand takebacks be- 
cause they can. Since May 300 workers have been 
on strike at Mott's, where conglomerate Dr Pep- 
per Snapple is demanding a $ 3,000 a year wage 
cut, and cuts to pension and healthcare benefits. 

GM and Chrysler are again making big profits. 
Ford is even matching its record profits of 1999. It is 
doing so, however, with half as many workers, who are 
working harder under labor-replacing technology. 
KEYNESIANS OUTFLANKED 

The deep structural crisis of unemployment re- 
ignited interest in the economic policies of John May- 
nard Keynes, who taught capitalists in the Great De- 
pression of the 1930s that capitalism would fail unless 
government stepped in to put people back to work 
through temporary stimulus spending. Today's Keynes- 
ians did recognize that President Obama's $800 billion 
stimulus package was woefully inadequate. 

They have been outflanked by finance capital- 
ists who are ruling the roost, demanding retrac- 
tion and debt reduction. The Republican Right 
agenda in the mid-term elections, aside from at- 
tacks on Muslims and immigrants, is to cut Social 
Security and Medicare. 

Immediately after the crisis, world leaders agreed 
to massive stimulus to keep the world economy going. 
The surface comity at the June G-20 summit in Toronto 
hid tremendous tensions. President Obama had hoped 
that all would not retreat from deficit stimulus spend- 
ing and countries with surpluses like Germany and 
China would accept policies that would rebalance trade 
and boost demand. The Chinese rulers did not back 
down from their mercantilist policies, nor did the Ger- 
man government, whose fiscal retrenchment is tremen- 
dously expanding the misery of workers in countries 
like Greece, with whom they have a huge trade surplus. 

Martin Wolf of the Financial Times (June 16, 2010) 
called Germany's attempt to reshape the eurozone 
through its premature retrenchment "an act of mercan- 
tilist warfare upon the U.S." Keynesians, issuing fight- 
ing words like that, have no answer to the inter-capitalist 
tension brewing between states except to join the fray. 
They forget that what really brought the world out of the 
Great Depression of the 1930s was massive destruction 
of capital in the total devastation of World War II. 

The totality of the present crisis calls for a return to 
Marx's philosophy of liberation. Marx predicted today's 
total contradictions of growing permanent unemploy- 
ment and a falling rate of profit engulfing capitalism. 
However, what was essential to him was not proving 
those economic outcomes but rather working out its 
opposite in the struggle of laborers, employed and un- 
employed, against being alienated from their own labor 
and social lives in this inhuman system. 



EDITORIAL 
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Dialectics of revolution: American 
roots and world Humanist concepts 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor's note: For the centenary of Raya Dunayev- 
skaya's birth, we present excerpts from her March 21, 
1985, lecture at the Archives of Labor and Urban Af- 
fairs, Wayne State University, Detroit, at the opening 
of a three-month exhibition of the Raya Dunayevskaya 
Collection (RDC). It will be continued in the next is- 
sue. The full lecture is included in the RDC, #8394. 

II. The excitement of becoming Trotsky's 
secretary and the break with Trotskyism 

I am not writing the history of the past in the 
future tense. I have no intention of analyzing an 
historic personage like Leon Trotsky only as I see him 
after my break from Trotskyism. I have always strongly 
opposed any rewriting of history. I do not deny that I 
certainly considered it the highest moment of my own 
development up to that time to have become Trotsky's 
secretary and to have been a guard and translator as 
well. 

Trotsky's contention was that, while Stalin's 
Moscow frame-up trials did show that the workers' 
state had "degenerated," nothing could change the 
fact that it had arisen out of a Russian Revolution, 
which had abolished private property. To Trotsky, 
nationalized property "meant" that Russia remained a 
workers' state, though "degenerate." 

I felt the need to prove my conviction that what 
had occurred was a total transformation into opposite, 
that Russia had turned from a workers' state into a 
state-capitalist society. 

IT TOOK THREE YEARS before I finished 
my study of the three Five-Year Plans from original 
sources, set in the context of a new world stage of 
capitalism. The Great Depression had collapsed private 
capitalism, and had led to statification. Originally, the 
study began with a section called "Labor and Society"; 
but the Workers Party, in accepting the economic 
study for publication, though they were bureaucratic 
collectivists, refused to accept "Labor and Society." 

I had joined with C.L.R. James, who had also 
come to a state-capitalist position and had written 
a lengthy political Resolution for submission to the 
Workers Party. This State-Capitalist Tendency came 
to be known as the Johnson-Forest Tendency. 

What I had not been aware of at the time was that 
"Labor and Society" actually contained what would 
also cause, nearly a decade later, the break between 
Johnson (James) and Forest (Dunayevskaya), and the 
new creation of the philosophy of Marxist-Humanism. 
The philosophy that the Workers Party rejected was 
based on Marx's 1844 Humanist Essays, which, at the 
time I quoted from it, I knew only as Marx's single 
article, "Alienated Labor." 

When, in the 1949-50 Miners' General Strike, 
I again used Marx's Humanist Essays — and my 
own activity showed the beginning of Marxist- 
Humanism — C.L.R. James also recoiled from Marx's 
Humanism. This first became clear in the final section 
of the 1950 Tendency document, State-Capitalism 
and World Revolution, written under his direction. 
There, Humanism was dismissed as religious and/or 
Existentialist. 

It was not until three years later — May 12 and 
May 20, 1953 — that I first broke through on Hegel's 
Absolute Idea in my letters to Grace Lee Boggs. 
I maintained that the Absolute Idea was not an 
abstraction or some sort of call for a God, but that it 
contained within it a movement from practice as well 
as from theory. This led to the founding of Marxist- 
Humanism in the U.S. 

III. The Marxist-Humanist newspaper News 
& Letters ; its worker-editor, Charles Denby: 
his autobiography, Indignant Heart; and the 
pamphlets, Workers Battle Automation and 
American Civilization on Trial 

The decisions, made simultaneously at the very 
first convention of News and Letters Committees, were 
to have a Black production worker (Charles Denby) 
as editor of its paper, and to assign the National 
Chairwoman, Raya Dunayevskaya, to complete the 
first major philosophic — and not only economic- 
political — work, Marxism and Freedom, on which she 
had been working for several years. 

The concept of having theory and practice 
together dictated our refusal to put theoretical articles 
only in a theoretical journal. Our point was that the 
intellectuals should not only read, but write for, a 
workers' newspaper like News & Letters’, that is, that 
intellectuals would talk to a working-class audience 
which has a great deal to contribute to the intellectual 
if the intellectual knows how to listen to the new voices 
from below. The goal became the new principle of 
combining workers and intellectuals — neither of whom 
would be stopped by a McCarthy retrogression. That 
was the ground for our Marxist-Humanist newspaper, 
News & Letters, when it was established in 1955. 

In 1950, I was involved in the Miners' General 
Strike in West Virginia. That strike achieved a truly 


historic first, both in the strike itself, and in what 
was happening simultaneously philosophically. The 
greatness of the miners' strike over automation before 
the word was even invented was this: What had begun 
in 1949 as a union-authorized strike turned into a 
strike against the union leadership. Instead of asking 
for higher wages, the miners raised altogether new 
questions dealing with their conditions of work, and 
questions of the work itself. What they asked was: 
"What kind of labor should man do?" "Why should there 
be such a gulf between thinking and doing?" 

The pamphlet we published — The 1949-50 Miners ' 
General Strike and the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in 
the U.S. — tells, first, the in-person story of the miners' 
participation, co-authored by me and Andy Phillips, 
a miner who is himself a Marxist-Humanist. The 
pamphlet then includes the story of my activity. And in 
an Appendix there are 35 Letters exchanged between 
myself and the two other leaders of the Johnson-Forest 
Tendency, C. L. R. James and Grace Lee Boggs, which 
show that in that period I was not only translating and 
commenting on Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks, but also, 
in the end, actually telling some of the strike events. 
All of this makes clear that the question of cognition 
and actuality, like the gulf between thinking and doing, 
touches on the relationship 
of philosophy to revolution. 

Issue Number One of 
News & Letters came out in 
honor of the East German 
revolt. The year 1955 was 
also when the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott erupted and 
signaled the birth of the 
Black Revolution. My 
life and Charles Denby' s 
truly became one — that of 
Marxist-Humanism. 

Part One of his 
autobiography was written 
before Denby' s own 
development as an editor. 

In Part Two of Indignant 
Heart: A Black Worker's 
Journal, he sums up the 
events of a full quarter 
century of the existence of 
Marxist-Humanism which 
had meant such a new 
stage in his own life. 

In 1960 he was not 
only the editor of News & 

Letters but the author of a 
pamphlet called Workers 
Battle Automation. On the 
American scene, we spelled 
out the Black Dimension so 
concretely that it ranged 
over the entire history of the 
U.S. We called it American 
Civilization on Trial: Black 
Masses as Vanguard’, in 
1983 we published a new 
fourth edition of it, and 
Denby asked that my 
Introduction include the 
new paragraph on the Black 
Dimension I had added to 
the Rosa Luxemburg book. 

We had singled out what 
characterized Marxist- 
Humanism from the start — the two-way road between 
the U.S. and South Africa. That is to say, the Black 
Dimension represents the kind of nationalism that is 
inseparable from internationalism, which in our age 
is the focal point for both national revolutions and the 
needed world revolution. 

IV. The trilogy of revolution — Marxism 
and Freedom; Philosophy and Revolution; Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women's Liberation and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution . The unchaining of 
the dialectics of revolution: American roots and 
Marx's world Humanist concepts 

What is significant to us here, in Marx's 
transformation of Hegel's revolution in philosophy 
into Marx's philosophy of revolution, is how it was 
extended in his last decade. It led us to call the 1880s 
a "trail to the 1980s." Marx deepened and concretized 
what he had originally called a "New Humanism" 
throughout his life. After forty years of labor in the 
field of economics, which culminated in the 1872-75 
French edition of Capital, in the same decade in which 
he wrote his Ethnological Notebooks, Marx hewed out 
a new moment. It is seen in his critique of the Russian 
Populist Mikhailovsky; in Marx's draft letters to the 
Russian revolutionary Marxist, Vera Zasulich; and in 
nothing less important than the Introduction to the 
Russian edition of the Communist Manifesto — where 


he predicted that revolution could begin first in the 
backward East rather than in the technologically 
advanced West. He singled out Russia as that East. 
That was 1881! 

Strictly philosophically, our first unchaining of 
the dialectic began with my breakthrough in the May 
12 and 20, 1953, letters on Hegel's Absolute Idea. We 
have recently traced the breakthrough in its embryonic 
appearance in the three preceding years: 1950-53. It is 
true that the breakthrough in the 1953 Letters showed 
that within the Absolute Idea itself is contained the 
movement from practice as well as from theory. 

But the 1950 strike was the real manifestation. It 
is therefore imperative to combine what Hegel called 
"the Self-Thinking Idea" with what was present in the 
spontaneous movements of the Coal Miners' General 
Strike, that which we later called the "Self-Bringing 
Forth of Freedom." It should not here be necessary to 
explain the obvious, but such explanation is "required" 
against the vulgar materialists to assure them that 
of course we know it is not the Idea that thinks; it is 
people who think. What must be added, however, is that 
the dialectic logic of the Idea moves in the direction of 
what was implicit in the movement from practice. 

By the mid-1950s, the category I had worked out as 
the movement from practice 
provided the structure 
for my major philosophic 
work — Marxism and 

Freedom, from 1776 Until 
Today. That was the first 
of what we now call the 
"trilogy of revolution." 
It illuminated the fact 
that the movement from 
practice was itself a form of 
theory. 

It is this concept of 
philosophy as being rooted 
in the movement from 
practice which creates a 
challenge for theoreticians 
to work out a new stage of 
cognition. It created the 
structure of Marxism and 
Freedom, where we first 
concretized those American 
roots of Marxism — from 
Abolitionism to the then 
ongoing Montgomery Bus 
Boycott, which opened the 
Black Revolution. In that 
work, the world Humanist 
concepts were also spelled 
out, not alone in the 
U.S. but in the very first 
mass revolts from under 
Communist totalitarianism 
in East Europe — East 
Germany, 1953; Poland, 
1955; Hungary, 1956. 

In the 1960s we began 
recording the new voices 
of a new generation of 
revolutionaries, and in 
1968 had to face the aborted 
near-revolution in France, 
which made imperative 
our return to Hegel on an 
altogether new level. What 
was needed was a working 
out of the Hegelian dialectic, this time in and for itself, 
as well as how it was grappled with by Marx and Lenin. 
This resulted in the second unchaining of the Hegelian 
dialectic for our age as the dialectics of revolution. We 
examined, as well, the alternatives: Trotsky, Mao and 
the outsider looking in, Sartre. 

1973 saw the publication of Philosophy and 
Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao. 
I there extended the concretization of Absolute Idea not 
just as a totality — the unity of theory and practice — but 
as the development of Absolute Idea as New Beginning. 

The first chapter of Philosophy and Revolution 
was entitled "Absolute Negativity as New Beginning: 
The Ceaseless Movement of Ideas and of History." 
Here I argued that seeing Absolute Idea as a unity of 
theory and practice, as totality, is where the task first 
begins. Absolute Idea as New Beginning challenges 
all generations to concretely work out such a new 
beginning for their own age. 

The book moves to the different objective situations 
on the vicissitudes of state-capitalism in East Europe 
and Africa. Only after analysis of the objective situation 
do I face the new passions and new forces throughout the 
world. We there encounter the development of theory 
in Frantz Fanon, who, in The Wretched of the Earth, 
likewise called his philosophy "a New Humanism." 

(To be concluded next issue) 
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Dunayevskaya's thought alive in Latin America 


Feminist meets Raya 

Several months ago I had the good fortune to "meet" 
Raya Dunayevskaya, read and study her and familiarize 
myself with her thought, which to me is valid and 
contemporary. This brought on a self-introspection, as 
someone coming from the women's liberation movement. 
If someone were to say that studying Marxism serves to 
answer many questions, I would say that reading Marx 
calls into question modernity itself. Marxist philosophy 
can serve as a tool to clarify 
ideas and to not lose sight of a 
philosophy which I would call 
humanist. Marxist thought 
has been painted by many as 
ideology, but I want to stress 
its importance as a method 
of studying dialectics, both 
human and philosophic. 

Dunayevskaya turned 
everything around completely. Before reading her, I 
considered Marxism as a near-doctrinaire ideology 
and to some point a boring one. But Dunayevskaya's 
treatment of Marxism gives it a new spin and dynamic 
and her contribution becomes invaluable. Dunayevskaya 
is a clear example of a woman who absolutely was part 
of the Women's Liberation Movement, whose thought 
is always in movement, constant transformation. 
As an essayist, philosopher, and writer she always 
combines two things: theory and practice. I could no 
longer theorize on the basis of opinions or abstractions, 
but instead on the basis of concrete realities in which 
we participate directly in order to bring about social 
change. Capitalism has deformed us in such a way that 
it attempts to erase all features of our humanity. Her 
interpretation seems indispensable now that we find 
ourselves in this century. 

. . .Her teaching is an invitation to take responsibility 
that is historic and that brings us to an interpretation 
of reality in our own language which would also be part 
of an active memory and identity in the liberation and 
emancipatory struggles of people in all parts of the 
world. 

— April 2010, Raquela Vazquez 
Mexican feminist, abortion rights activist 

1970s youth 

I am not a specialist in the thought of Raya Du- 
nayevskaya. I studied Marxism and Freedom as well as 
Philosophy and Revolution in the 1970s but, save for 
the beautiful essay on Rosa Luxemburg that I found re- 
cently, I haven't read Dunayevskaya since then. None- 
theless, I consider reading those books in my youth as 
part of my development and would like to make some 
comments on the impact that Raya had on some anti- 
authoritarian groups in Italy in the 1970s. 

Why did we read her? Around the later years of the 
1970s there arose in Italy a new cycle of social struggles 
in the universities and the factories. It grew out of the 
expression of a generation of post-war revolutionaries, 
which was outside of, and didn't follow, the traditional 
Left parties. Amongst the rest of Europe Italy was pe- 
culiar in that this rebellion spread to workers as well. 

We had to confront the Communist Party (CP). 
During the Cold War the CP took its role seriously as 
an enforcer of the Yalta Accords; the world was parceled 
into zones of influence and Italy "belonged" to the U.S. 
Italy was excluded from the geography of revolution. 
The CP was in total control of the social movements, 
using Stalinist methods. When we went to distribute 
literature outside of the factories, those that came to 
pummel us — and I don't mean with rose petals — were 
the members of the Communist-led union, as well as 
CP militants who were given the task of reporting all 
independent expressions of dissent directly to the cops. 

It became vital to us to align ourselves theoreti- 
cally with arguments that would deepen our critique 
of Soviet Marxism and its Italian epigones. We read 
Marx, Korsch, Pannekoek, Castoriadis. We read the 
Situationists, Marcuse, and some anarchist writers, 
Bakunin, Woodcock, and Daniel Guerin in particular. 
One day a publication in English came in the mail, aus- 
tere, but maybe a little less austere than our own pub- 
lications. News & Letters came from Detroit and had 
lots of information on Black struggles. It grabbed our 
attention as we saw those struggles as some of the most 
advanced expressions of anticapitalist conflict in the 
whole world.... 

One of our goals was to steal Marx — who we ad- 
mired but still held mixed feelings about — back from 
the death grip of the USSR and the Marxist-Leninist 
sects that were abundant at the time, particularly the 
Maoists. Raya's critiques of Maoism and of Sartre — the 
most famous Maoist in the West — make up her finest 
philosophic work. We had a deep hatred of Sartre for 
the legitimacy he had lent to the Soviet repression of 
the Hungarian revolt in 1956.... 


It was in her writings that we found a way to ele- 
vate political positions to the level of theoretic and phil- 
osophic reflection, a reflection that in her impassioned 
defense of freedom and radical humanism hasn't lost a 
relevance for our heartless and brutal age today. 

I met Raya in person in 1978. There was at that 
time an important miners' strike and an old Black mili- 
tant member of News and Letters Committees told us 
Raya would be coming to Chicago to give a talk on the 
strike. There were a dozen of us at the talk, which was 
truly outrageous given the caliber of the speaker. 

We were captivated 
by Raya. I remember her 
as small, but strong and 
energetic, moving and 
gesticulating behind the 
podium as only those who 
are truly great speak- 
ers do. She did not read 
from a prepared talk. She 
spoke in the way that the 
great worker-orators speak, and I had the same sensa- 
tion while listening to her that I had many years later 
listening to Vlady, the son of Victor Serge; that is, the 
sensation of witnessing and connection with the great 
revolutionaries of the past. 

We all went out to eat afterward and I limited my- 
self to asking what she thought of Bordiga? "He didn't 
understand Hegel," Raya answered jokingly. 

One hundred years after her birth, I will remember 
her as one of the most impassioned defenders of free- 
dom of the 20th century. 

— Claudio Albertini, excerpts from a talk at 
Universidad Autonoma de la Ciudad de Mexico 

From La Jornada 

Translator's note: This article is from one of the 
largest progressive daily newspapers in Mexico, La Jor- 
nada. The full version appeared in the April 2 issue. 

I recently read one of Dunayevskaya's most impor- 
tant works — Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to 
Sartre and from Marx to Mao — in which she elaborates 
her critical view of Marxism, which leads the reader to 
a deeper essential understanding of it. She is important 
for her contribution to the understanding of the trans- 
formative processes that take place in the real world, 
particularly Latin America.... 

Following the idea that theory can only be developed 
fully when it is based in the masses' thoughts and activi- 
ties, she stresses that for Marx the fundamental aspect 
was that human beings weren't only Object, but Subject; 
not only shaped by history, but also history's creators. 

From this standpoint, Dunayevskaya makes a radi- 
cal critique of vanguardism. Are the peasant and work- 
ing masses creators of history, or do they merely need 
to take orders? Should the masses be passive observers 
the day after the revolution? In her condemnation of 
Stalinism she affirms that the vanguardist approach 
suffocates the spontaneity of the masses. When the 
state absorbs the unions and workers' organizations as 
if they were state property, then the state Plan and the 
Party become fetishes that the workers are supposed to 
sacrifice their lives defending. 

Dunayevskaya puts forward a different perspective 
founded in the self-developing Subject. She supported 
Lenin, who, in her view, considered the masses, pro- 
letarians, peasants, and even oppressed nationalities 
as self-developing Subjects. Lenin believed a new theo- 
retical impulse was needed because, in his time, a new 
Subject was born: the self-determination of nations. 

Dunayevskaya takes issue with Trotsky's concep- 
tion of the peasantry, which he considered neither a 
self-developing Subject nor even conceded them a na- 
tional consciousness much less a socialist one. She 
maintained that the political initiative doesn't belong 
exclusively and at all times to the working class. When 
the masses are seen as Subject, a revolution shouldn't 
be analyzed as a question of leadership but as one of 
self-development. She asserts that Trotsky was too 
concerned with the question of "direction" and that 
he subordinated the self-developing Subject to it. This 
perspective — a useful one for analyzing Mexico's indig- 
enous peoples as self-developing Subjects — makes su- 
premely interesting her critique of statism.... 

Her critique of Mao is devastating. He led China 
through a process of capitalist accumulation through 
state-capitalism in which the Party had a monopoly on 
correct thought. This resulted in a complete squander- 
ing of humans in bureaucracy and inefficiency. Retro- 
gression is the word that sums up Mao's thought.... She 
accuses him of turning his back on Vietnam, which was 
fighting a life or death struggle against U.S. imperial- 
ism. In China the dialectics of liberation was replaced 
by a capricious and arbitrary dogmatism, and by the si- 
multaneous fetishizing of the Marxist-Leninist thought 
of Mao Zedong and of the worldwide revolution. "The 


dialectic revealed that the counterrevolution is in the 
bosom of the revolution." 

Dunayevskaya asserts that the essential character 
of spontaneity isn't only inherent in the revolution but 
should continue its direction after the revolution, as 
well as cultural diversity, self-determination, and the 
formation of a non-state form of collectivity. 

The reinterpretation of Marx and the revolution- 
ary theory of Raya Dunayevskaya are of the highest 
strategic importance for the struggles for a socialist hu- 
manism, free and self-developed. 

— Gilberto Lopez y Rivas 

A Marxist-Humanist 
view from Colombia 

Much has been said about post-Marx Marxism and 
the different attempts at making real a new society. 
These attempts have ended up as disasters, as can be 
seen in the last decade of the 20th century with the 
fall of the Berlin Wall, the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union and the dismembering of the Eastern European 
Bloc. China as well can't be let off the hook, where the 
decision to "modernize the economy" was made a gov- 
ernment priority after Mao, and the human factor as 
being primary was abandoned by Maoism itself... 

No Marxist intellectual has contributed as much to 
the clarification of the post-World War II events in those 
countries as Raya Dunayevskaya has in her interpreta- 
tion of state-capitalism. Nor has anyone put forward an 
analysis as she has of the five-year plans in the then- 
newly formed Soviet Union. In light of the theory of val- 
ue, she showed that social relations between people in 
the Soviet Union remained capitalist. She tackles this 
in Marxism and Freedom , which forms a part of her 
"trilogy of revolution." 

The richness of this book lies in its precise defin- 
ing of capitalism as a production relation, and clarifies 
that the nationalization of companies is not socialism. 
Her commentaries on the Paris Commune praise to the 
skies that valuable revolutionary experience while at 
the same time taking into account its impact on Marx. 
She sees this impact reflected in changes to Capital, 
where Marx also develops his theory of value as a prod- 
uct of human labor. The references to the worker revolts 
in the Communist Bloc, as well as in the U.S. with the 
Black struggle for civil rights, affirm Dunayevskaya's 
theory that "the movement from practice is itself a 
form of theory." The book begins with a question that 
should always be the point of departure for revolution- 
ary movements: "Can humanity be free?" 

Another important aspect of Dunayevskaya's leg- 
acy is her call to return to the roots of philosophy. Her 
immersion in Hegel allows her to relocate his thought 
in its proper place as the premise of Marxism. Her ref- 
erences to Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks are valuable 
in showing him as a follower of the dialectic. The rein- 
forcement of these foundations of thought will help rev- 
olutionaries clarify their role in history and work out 
Marxist theories. Dunayevskaya's book Philosophy and 
Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao 
breathes new life into the study of negation, logic, and 
Hegelian thought. The relevance that is present is evi- 
denced it its opening question: Why Hegel? Why now?... 

Colombian revolutionaries should deepen their ap- 
proach to Marxist-Humanism, which will allow them to 
recover within it the dignity of human beings. 

— Leo Alcantuz 

(Page translated from the Spanish by Brown Douglas) 

For the Centenary of 
Raya Dunayevskaya 

Discover the Marxist- 
Humanist 
Trilogy of 
Revolution in 
Spanish: 

♦> Marxismoy 
libertad 

❖ Filosofiay 
revolution and 

❖ Rosa Luxemburgo, la liberation 

femenina y la filosofia marxista de 
la revolution 

To order, see literature ad, p. 7. 
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WORLD IN CRISIS, FROM NEOFASCISM TO FRACKING 


The Right is becoming very 
aggressive internationally, as well 
as in the U.S. In August a collection 
of neo-fascist groups, the Alliance of 
European National Movements — which 
includes the British National Party, 
French National Front, and a number 
of others — met for a week in Japan at 
the invitation of Issuikai, one of the 
main Japanese ultra-Right groups. 
They visited shrines to World War II 
war criminals and discussed issues 
like immigration. Many European 
xenophobes express admiration for 
Japan's restrictive immigration policies. 

Anti-Fascist 

Chicago 

Sarah Palin likes to pose as a 
modern woman, but her rhetoric at 
Glenn Beck’s crazy Tea Party march 
about "restoring honor" and birthing 
soldiers was straight out of The Birth of 
a Nation. A version of “pure Southern 
womanhood” rising from its deep and 
rightful historic grave — racist zombie 
politics. It would be hard to imagine a 
greater insult to Dr. King's legacy. 

Tim Finnigan 
Illinois 

The Obama administration is 
attempting to privatize public housing 
by trying to push through a right- 
wing proposal deceptively named 
"Preservation, Enhancement, and 
Transformation of Rental Assistance" 
(PETRA). It seeks to sell public housing 
to private developers, putting it under 
Section 8. This amounts to a direct war 
on the homeless. In doing so it would 
shift Section 8 funds from the homeless 
to the 1.2 million households who will be 
displaced, and would leave the already 
homeless at the bottom of the list, where 
they risk never having housing of any 
sort. PETRA is opposed by Maxine 
Waters, Barney Frank, and others, 
but it will take a large public outcry to 
prevent its passage. 

Malcolm 
Bay Area, Calif. 

What is outstanding in the way 
Marxist-Humanists look at any issue 
is how not to get lost in the "facts." My 
father knows exactly what were the 
details of the technology that failed in 
BP's Gulf oil spill, yet cannot get beyond 
the immediate cause of the failure 
to seeing that this is an unavoidable 
outcome under capitalism. The technical 
details have to be put in the context of 
what it would take to stop the whole 
insanity. An enormous amount of ink 
has been spilled over issues taken up 


in the July-August N&L Lead, like 
the oil spills in Nigeria, but Franklin 
Dmitryev put it together in a coherent 
way that makes it possible for others, 
like healthcare workers, to see all the 
connections. 

Technology specialist 
Northern California 

Marx's focus is more needed now 
than ever. That's what Dmitryev was 
proving in bringing into his Lead on 
the BP oil spill the absolute necessity 
of working out the alternative path 
of development Marx was discussing. 
Finding a new pathway through 
overcoming alienation is necessary today 
not just for theorists but for everyone. 

Ron Kelch 
Oakland, Calif. 

The fight against hydraulic 
fracturing or "fracking," an ecologically 
disastrous form of natural gas 
extraction, continues in New York 
State. In late July a partial victory was 
won in Binghamton when the Broome 
County Legislature, with widespread 
public support, voted against allowing 
fracking in the region. The danger is far 
from over though. Democratic candidate 
for governor, Andrew Cuomo, with the 
influence of a lot of Big Money, has 
turned his back on his constituents and 
is a supporter of fracking in the name 
of bringing "wealth" to the State of 
New York. He is now being met by large 
crowds of protesters at every campaign 
stop, and this will continue. This story 
isn't over and it won't be until fracking 
is ended everywhere. 

D. Cheneville 
Oakland, Calif. 


WHY READ N&L? 

I am lucky to have found N&Ll 
I think I am also lucky to have found 
Asheville, NC, which is a small town with 
a seemingly disproportionate number of 
self-identified radicals, though perhaps 
not so much Marxist-Humanists. This 
town is also home to Firestorm, the only 
radical bookstore in the western half of 
the state. 

T.E. 

Asheville, NC 

The July-August issue reflected 
what is going on in the entire world 
on virtually every other page. I read 
The New York Times daily but there 
are things in N&L that you can find 
nowhere else. The writers have sources 
and make philosophic and revolutionary 


DETROIT, U.S. SOCIAL FORUM, ART AND RACISM 


The knee-jerk firing of Shirley 
Sherrod lays bare the deep racism that 
permeates American civilization. On 
Aug. 4 The New York Times carried 
a "news" article about art, "wrung 
from the rubble that is Detroit." The 
writer implied (1) such art is a new 
phenomenon, and (2) 
young white idealists 
who have recently 
moved to the city are 
creating it. 

In fact, Detroit's 
third most popular 
tourist destination 
for visitors from all 
over the world is the 
Heidelberg Project, 
which got only a 
passing mention in the 
article. Twenty years 
ago Tyree Guyton, a 
young African-American man living 
on Heidelberg Street, began creating 
powerful art using discarded objects and 
paint on abandoned houses and trees. 
From the start he involved neighborhood 
children whose local schools had cut art 
education from their curriculum. 

Last week I visited a newer, 
ambitious community art/garden 
project, Artists' Village, on the west 
side of Detroit. Clearly, indigenous 
Detroit art is not limited to young white 


immigrants, exciting as their work 
is. The limitation is the racism of The 
New York Times Detroit bureau, who 
persistently write as if Black people 
in Detroit (85% of the population) are 
doing nothing interesting or important, 
let alone art. 

Susan Van Gelder 
Detroit 

If people want 
empirical proof that 
capitalism might 
collapse, that proof is 
Detroit. It is a future 
for all of us. It made it 
clear that the crisis is 
not just finances, but is 
in production. It's not 
a cultural thing but 
a totality that comes 
starkly together. 

Observer 
California 

It was exhilarating to see thousands 
come to Detroit to try to change the 
world. Each was committed to some 
aspect of that and took this opportunity 
to project what they see as wrong. That 
is good because in day-to-day life you 
still feel pretty isolated. 

U.S. Social Forum participant 
Oakland, Calif. 




associations both in the Lead article and 
in dealing with concrete events. 

Journalist 

Michigan 


REMEMBERING 
WOUNDED KNEE 

I read a 
statement issued by 
Leonard Peltier from 
his prison cell that 
asked the world not 
to forget the struggle 
that got him there 
because it wasn't 
about "one day, one 
event, one person, 
or even one lifetime." It was about a 
"genocidal vengeance" that had, as he 
put it, led to the original massacre at 
Wounded Knee and again in 1973. It was 
how he ended his statement that was 
the most powerful part, to me: 

"The most important thing we can 
do is remember. Pass the knowledge. 
Don't forget. Not ever. Remembering 
is resisting.... Free of their fear is the 
truest freedom of all and freedom is 
what this is all about, not the illusion of 
freedom they offer us." Octogenarian 

Chicago 


THEORY AND PRACTICE 

I have talked a lot to others about 
Lenin's observation during the Russian 
Revolution that "the working and 
laboring classes of Russia had gained 
more in class consciousness in the space 
of the last few months than they had 
during the entire previous generation." 
Today, with all our advanced 
telecommunications, that space of a few 
months could be reduced to a week or 
two or even a matter of days. But I was 
always kind of vague about the idea. 

The caption on an article from 
Barron's titled "Journalism's Next 
Revolution" says it all: "The iPad could 
usher in a new era." Again, it was Lenin 
who said, "The capitalists will sell us the 
rope we hang them with." In this case, 
the iPad. The pen is mightier than the 
sword. Retired Postal Worker 

Battle Creek, Mich. 

While theory is fine, we have to 
figure how to get from here to there. 
In the last issue, a Reader's View from 
Prisoner, Texas, says it all: "I remain 
ignorant of all the basics." In my opinion, 
the basics as they appear in N&L are 
not basic at all for someone who "has 
never studied Hegel, Marx or Lenin, and 
has no access to any library or internet 
sources." 

I have one suggestion. Could union 
people be encouraged to support Union, 
go to a supermarket that is organized 
and drop in the suggestion box "I shop 
here because..." Too often the pennies 
"saved" by shopping at Wal-Mart mean 
further resistance from enterprises and 
further demand for concessions. This is 
a suggestion that could come from the 
shop floor. Buttons could be distributed, 
"I support unions," etc. 

Long-time Supporter 
Vancouver, B.C. 

I read a number of left-wing 
publications that give a lot of 
information about what is happening 
but don't demonstrate how to change 
things. Not enough are discussing these 
things with others. Dunayevskaya's 
writing is interesting and important but 
too "dense." N&L is a powerful paper, 
saying things you don't see anywhere 
else, but it's not being used the way it 
should be. Labor history teacher 

New Mexico 


As the Marxist-Humanist writings 
in News and Letters Committees have 
shown, Marxists who are into organizing 
but neglect theory and philosophy 
cannot abolish capitalist production 
and move into a new society where 
each individual's freedom is the basis 
of a free society. Raya Dunayevskaya's 
book Philosophy and Revolution shows 
the tragedy of the many 1950s- 1960s 
aborted African Revolutions, which 
led into today's crises in Africa, just as 
the stalled Civil Rights Movement has 
seen the retrogression into today's Tea 
Party racism since the 2008 economic 
meltdown. 

Basho 
Los Angeles 


IMPRISONED YOUTH 

Please help support the campaign 
to free Efren Paredes Jr., who has been 
wrongly imprisoned since age 15 for a 
crime he did not commit. Efren has been 
imprisoned over 21 years. You can learn 
more by visiting http://www.facebook. 
com/Free. Efren 

As part of our internet campaign 
this month I am asking the readers of 
N&L to visit http://www.facebook.com/ 
Free. Efren and click the "I Like" button. 
Please also click on the "suggest to 
Friends" link located on the left side of 
the screen and invite all your friends to 
the page as well. 

January 

Chicago 


BORDIGA'S MARXISM 

I think you're a little unfair to 
Bordiga, though I was irked by his 
insistence on moving from medieval 
peasant cooperation to individualism 
as a way to clear the way for capitalist 
accumulation. It is, indeed, why I 
personally moved in 1948 from Bordigism 
to what was to become "Socialism or 
Barbarism." I don't accept that Bordiga 
was ignoring Hegel and the dialectic. 
He certainly made a sharp distinction 
between "economically progressive" 
and "socialist-inclined," so he may 
have stressed the old conception of the 
dialectic as the interplay of opposites 
rather than the overcoming of limits. 

Anyway, these were only way- 
halts on my journey from Trotskyism 
to anarchism. I suppose post-Trotsky 
Trotskyism was equally a way-halt on 
the road from Stalinism. 

Laurens Otter 
England 

The essay on Bordiga' s Marxism in 
the July-August N&L opens up a very 
important discussion. What is at stake 
here, in showing Marx's multilinear 
view as the opposite of stagification, is 
in part what the idea of the movement 
from theory to practice is about. As 
human beings we do not have to 
reinvent the wheel in every society and 
situation. Once something is known and 
understood somewhere in the world, 
including science and philosophy, then 
it belongs to all of Humanity. 

When reading the essay, I couldn't 
help but think of the Cherokee, Sequoyah, 
in the early 1800s. Once he saw white 
soldiers using written language, he did 
not have to pass through centuries of 
development. 

Instead, within a few years, with 
his efforts and the self-activity of the 
Cherokee masses, Cherokee became 
a written language, which it remains 
today. That remarkable story is a clear 
answer to Bordiga and Goldner that 
comes straight from real life. 

Student of history 
Bay Area 



Sitting Bull 
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RACE, CLASS, GENDER 
AND REVOLUTION 

I first heard the name Raya 
Dunayevskaya when she appeared as 
one of the fascinating ensemble gathered 
at Ida Wells' Tea Room in Dr. Gloria 
Joseph's brilliant summary of people's 
history, On Time and In Step: Reunion 
on the Glory Road , a volume which all 
N&L readers should 
own. In that book 
Raya (via Gloria) 
says, "If you want 
to have a successful 
historical movement 
for total liberation 
it must involve all 
people. There is no such thing as Black 
history that is not also white history. 
There is no such thing as women's 
history that is not the actual history of 
humanity's struggle toward freedom." 

I was delighted that N&L asked Dr. 
Joseph to reflect on Raya Dunayevskaya' s 
Centenary. In her article, "Race, class, 
gender and revolution" (July-August 
N&L), Dr. Joseph reflects on the 
necessity of "intermingling disciplines" 
in historical inquiry and on the practice 
of reflecting on who benefits and who 
is harmed by corporate government 
decisions made behind closed doors. 
I learned these primary principles of 
educational theory and practice while 
a student in Joseph's classroom nearly 
40 years ago. She taught a course, 
"Cultural Lifestyles of Minorities as a 
Factor in School Performance" that, by 
its very title, encouraged me to begin 
such critical questioning: How do race 
and culture inform the classroom? 
Who benefits and who is harmed by 
educational testing? Who gets labeled 
"minority" and for what reason? I went 
on to use these questions in subsequent 
decades of practice as a teacher. 
Gratitude to those teachers who lead 
the way like Raya and Gloria and to the 
journals like N&L that keep their names 
and thoughts alive in the present. 

Sox 
Ithaca, N.Y. 

*** 

Joseph writes that RD's writings 
are for all races, all classes and genders, 
and all would profit immensely from 


reading her works. I could not agree 
more. Even though Joseph makes no 
claim of being a Marxist scholar, the 
intent of her academic teaching bears a 
distinct relationship to RD's life work: 
the setting in motion of a process that 
will ultimately lead to the development 
of a positive humanism beginning from 
itself as power. 

Faruq 
Calif. 

It was great to 
find my essay on 
the same page with 
Margaret Randall. 

Gloria Joseph 
Virgin Islands 


STATE-CAPITALISM 

I am currently reading 
Dunayevskaya on state-capitalism with 
great interest. As a Trotskyist, I had 
carried the official line that the Soviet 
Union was a degenerated workers' 
state. I was never happy with the term 
"degenerate" in regard to Russia or 
"deformed" workers' state in the case 
of China, as it was describing a state 
where the workers formally were denied 
political power. What is valuable in 
the arguments for both Trotsky and 
Dunayevskaya is that they are earnestly 
attempting to apply the dialectic to a 
situation that had become its opposite, 
or was in the process of becoming that. 

There can be no disagreement that 
the Stalinist bureaucracy succeeded 
in gradually forcing the working class 
from political power.... Where things 
become problematic, however, is what 
our attitude to the Soviet Union would 
be in the event of war. New reader 

England 


MARX, WOMAN, AND LABOR 

The title of the book, The Means 
of Reproduction, reviewed in the July- 
August N&L, reflects a contradictory 
relation to Marxism. "Means of 
production" is a term most closely 
associated with Marx. Some feminists 


have been saying for decades that while 
Marx analyzed means of production 
under capitalism, he had next to 
nothing to say about bearing and raising 
children. Thus some feminists took as 
their challenge to develop an analysis 
of "means of reproduction" or "point of 
reproduction" primarily as a criticism of 
Marx and Marxists. 

Overcoming alienated labor and 
articulating its absolute opposite 
shaped Marx's life work. Marx clearly 
asserts that alienated labor will be 
abolished only when all our relations 
are human relations, of which the man/ 
woman relation is the most basic. It 
is important to challenge terms like 
"means of reproduction" if we are ever 
to get to a dialectical whole worked out 
by Marx in the two categories of women 
and labor. Urszula Wislanka 

Oakland, Calif. 


VOICES FROM WITHIN 

The Prison Industry Authority (PI A) 
in the California State Prison System is 
the sole resource for imprisoned fathers 
to earn small 
sums to send to 
their families. 

Now, under the 
guise of helping 
a local milk 
distributor to 
maintain the 
account he has 
had with Pelican 
Bay State 

Prison for nearly 
20 years, the California legislature 
is looking to shut down PIA and hand 
the lucrative contracts for prison 
supplies and materials to corporate 
interests. This is going to destroy 
some small communities. Corporations 
such as Wal-Mart will move in just for 
the prison contracts. The losers will 
be men attempting to rehabilitate 
themselves, learn useful skills and help 
support their families, not to mention 
the numerous local communities that 
will be economically destroyed. We are 
asking those who can to fight legislation 
like SB1130. Prisoner 

Crescent City, CA 


N&L has been essential in 
deepening the humanistic Marxist 
understanding in our study group 
and our personal growth is apparent. 
We would like to see a thorough study 
conducted on the rise of the various 
historical native/indigenous liberation 
armies in Central/South America and 
how their ideological tendencies merged 
or varied and how they dealt with state 
power or why they failed to seize it. 

Keep up your good work, we all 
salute you. 

Prisoner 
Jefferson City, MO. 

*** 

Thank you for getting the word 
out to those of us who do not have our 
freedom. Many of the things that go on 
right under our noses are misreported 
or not even mentioned in the media 
mainstream But to be sure, you are 
telling it like it is. Thanks. 

We have things good here, so 
far as prisons go, with educational 
opportunities most of us take advantage 
of. Most prisons do not even have a GED 
program. We also get a chance to use the 
telephone. Finally! Texas was the last 
state to do this. So I am not complaining 
or bragging, but am grateful your 
publication is allowed because I read 
every issue all through. 

Woman prisoner 
Gatesville, IX 

*** 

I was glad to be able to tell my 
brother about the N&L website so he 
could see for himself that a Marxist- 
Humanist is not a follower of Communist 
doctrine. But I am also an advocate for 
the print newspaper and feel it has an 
historical place in revolutionary thought 
and practice that must continue. 

It is sad that economic reasons have 
caused some great publications, like 
Colorline for instance, to go solely to an 
electronic form. Thousands of prisoners 
who used to have access to my copy will 
no longer have that privilege. I know it 
takes a lot to keep putting out N&L, but 
it is invaluable to keep in print. 

Prisoner 

Wisconsin 

Readers: You can help keep N&L 
in print! See our Appeal on page 1. 
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Books 

by RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 

□ Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre and from 

Marx to Mao 30th Anniversary edition, 2003 $24.95 

□ Marxism and Freedom: from 1776 until Today 

2000 edition. Foreword by Joel Kovel $24.95 

□ Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy 

of Revolution 1991 edition. Author's new introduction. Foreword 
by Adrienne Rich $24.95 

□ Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reach- 
ing for the Future $14.95 

□ The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the Dialectic in 

Hegel and Marx $24.95 

□ The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism: Selected 

Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya $8.50 

□ The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism: Two 
Historic-Philosophic Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya 

Contains "Presentation on Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy of June 1 , 1987" and 1953 "Letters on Hegel's Absolutes" 

$3 paperback, $10 hardcover 

by CHARLES DENBY 

□ Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal 

Includes Afterword by Raya Dunayevskaya $14.95 

En Espanol 

por RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 

□ Marxismo y libertad $10 

□ Filosofia y revolucion: De Hegel a Sartre y de Marx a Mao.. .$10 

□ Rosa Luxemburgo, la liberacion femenina, y la filosofia marx- 

ista de revolucion $10 

□ La liberacion femenina y la dialectica de la revolucion: tratan- 

do de alcanzar el futuro $10 

□ El Poder de la negatividad: Escritos sobre la dialectica en 

Hegel y Marx $10 

□ Dos ensayos por Raya Dunayevskaya $2 


Pamphlets 

□ Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western 'Civilization' 


(Expanded edition) $5 

□ Kosova: Writings from News & Letters , 1998-1999 $3.50 


□ American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard, 
by Raya Dunayevskaya, 40th anniversary edition 

□ Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles: Race, Philosophy & 
the Needed American Revolution by John Alan 

Each $8, Special: Both for $15, including postage. 


□ Explorations in Dialectical and Critical Theory 

From Hegel to Derrida and from Marx to Meszaros $5 

□ Marx's Capital and Today's Global Crisis 

Includes critiques of Ernest Mandel and Tony Cliff $4 

□ Myriad Global Crises of the 1980s and the Nuclear World since 
World War II 

by Raya Dunayevskaya $4 

□ Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the 
Afro-Asian Revolutions 

by Raya Dunayevskaya $4 

□ Voices from within the Prison Walls 

by D. A. Sheldon. Prisoners' views of (in)justice system and orga- 
nizing from within $8 

For pamphlet plus donor copy for a prisoner $16 

□ Working Women for Freedom 

by Angela Terrano, Marie Dignan, and Mary Flolmes $5 

□ The Coal Miners' General Strike of 1949-50 and the Birth of 
Marxist-Humanism In the U.S. 

by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya $5 

□ On the 100th Anniversary of the First General Strike in the U.S. 

by Terry Moon and Ron Brokmeyer $5 


□ News and Letters Committees Constitution 44 <p postage 

□ Marxist-Humanist Literature Catalog 

A full list of publications (includes many not listed here) available 
from News and Letters Committees 61 1 postage 

Archives 


□ Guides to Collection and Supplement to the Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya Collection: Marxist-Humanism: A Half Century of Its 


World Development 

Full description of 15,000-page microfilm collection $4.50 
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Stop home foreclosures, evictions! 


Chicago — Two years ago the Ortiz family bought 
the house at 7463 N. Ridge. They worked hard with vol- 
unteers and workers from the Latino Union of Chicago, 
putting in thousands of hours to fix up the house and 
turn it into the Rogers Park Community House. It has 
things our neighborhood needs, a licensed day care and 
a place for youth programs and community meetings. 

They never stopped paying the mortgage until the 
finance company told them to stop, but they needed a 
loan modification. Fannie Mae, in league with a bank, 
refused to negotiate in good faith and instead foreclosed 
and took them to court to evict them. On Aug. 17, the 
Ortiz family and supporters held a press conference and 
tour of the house, then were joined by some supporters 
later that day at a court hearing. The judge decided to 
give them another month to contest the foreclosure. 

After the press confer- 
ence, a Latino man from 
the neighborhood, David, 
told me that he is sick 
and unemployed and can't 
pay his mortgage. He paid 
$2,000 to a company that 
was supposed to get his 
loan modified, but it did 
nothing and now he faces 
foreclosure — as has hap- 
pened to a lot of people. 

Holly Krig from the 
Chicago Anti-Eviction 
Campaign told the press 
conference that 100 peo- 
ple a day face evictions in 
Cook County. 

The press conference was attended by about 50 
people and was partly a rally too. We chanted in Span- 
ish and English, including, "Stop all home foreclosures! 
Stop all evictions! jAqui estamos! jNo nos vamos!" 

Several of us at the press conference and tour were 
neighborhood residents. We see the need for this com- 
munity house, and we sure don't need another fore- 
closed house to sit empty here! — Neighbor/supporter 



ews & Letters / Franklin Dmitryev 


Jorge Ortiz addresses press conference at Rogers Park Community House. 


We spent over $80,000 fixing this house up. Imag- 
ine if every neighborhood had a community house like 
this, with free day care for low-income people and free 
breakfast for kids. Working parents in the neighbor- 
hood need day care for their kids. 

Before us, a working-class African-American fam- 
ily lost the house. The first loan modification they gave 
us didn't change anything. They denied us a second one. 
After our government gives these banks our money, the 
same government, through the courts and the laws, is 
evicting people, so the banks keep the money, the banks 
keep the houses. We're asking Fannie Mae to listen to 
the community. 

It's not an individual problem, it's a social prob- 
lem. This is an economic injustice millions of families 
are facing. We've gotten letters of support from Detroit, 

Boston and other places. 

— Jorge Ortiz 
We were working for 
a loan modification for a 
year. They denied us two 
days before they sold the 
house at auction on July 
14. The bank bought it at 
auction. I talked to Fan- 
nie Mae and they laughed 
at me, and said the only 
way you can get it back is 
if you win the lottery. 

— Miguel Ortiz 
We need this. My 
children and I faced evic- 
tion from our apartment 
for a year and won. I've 
been living there for 16 years. After a three-day trial, 
jurors had sympathy. I got support from Northside Ac- 
tion for Justice and from the community, and I had over 
400 petition signatures. Now I'm organizing my neigh- 
borhood. We're having a workshop to let people know 
their rights. All this started when I was getting evicted 
and I'm still doing it. We need to stand up and fight. 

— Carol Vialdores 


VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT 


'Rehabilitative' exploitation 


by Robert Taliaferro 

On the surface one would think that a rehabilita- 
tive concept would be a good thing as opposed to the 
prison-building fad of the 1980s and 1990s and the sub- 
sequent demonization of people of color. 

With the red ink still wet from this prison expan- 
sion, the largest contributor to state budgetary deficits 
in this country's history, the Prison Industrial Complex 
(PrlnCom) was left to find new ways to manipulate the 
community in order to justify their continued existence. 

The answer was rehabilitative programming. 

We eventually found that the majority of prisoners 
aren't the crazed Black, Brown, Red and Yellow killers 
that investors of PrlnCom paraded in front of a fearful 
public. The majority of prisoners were small-time drug 
users and hustlers, deadbeat parents, and other petty 
criminals who — due to three strike laws — often ended 
up with more time than the crime warranted. 

We found that if you were a person of color with a 
small piece of crack cocaine, you could lose your soul to 
long-term incarceration, while a white convict who sold 
a kilo of powder cocaine would be out in a few years. 

People who owed a couple thousand dollars of child 
support — in some states — spend up to 10 years in pris- 
on at a cumulative cost of $260,000 to $300,000, while 
corporate and government thieves who bilked taxpay- 
ers out of billions get a trip to Club Fed. 

It took 100 years for the U.S. prison popula- 
tion to reach its first million, and a decade to 
reach its second. Over $ 60 billion a year is spent 
on PrlnCom budgets, more than is spent on 
health, education, or natural resources. 

In the midst of hiring freezes and prison building 
moratoriums, PrlnCom reinvented itself to pacify an- 
gry cash-strapped taxpayers who were seeing prisons 
for what they were: financial black holes that had no 
real return on the massive investment that was made. 

PrlnCom patronizes the communities they once 
terrorized with fear-mongering, by instituting pro- 
grams of "social rehabilitation." This is where cor- 
rectional dollars are now being spent. Unfortunately, 
several recent studies have suggested that mandated 
institutional rehabilitative programs may actually in- 
crease rather than deter criminality. Additionally, few 
if any states actually regulate rehabilitative programs. 

In states like Wisconsin, the biggest issue becomes 
duplication of services. This is where prisoners are 
required to enter a program while in prison as a re- 
quirement for release, and then required to attend that 
very same program in the community once they are re- 
leased — in essence double-tapping the money available 
for such programs. Failure to attend the program in the 
community generally results in a return to prison. 

One of the new "rehabilitative and community re- 


integration initiatives" in Wisconsin requires prison- 
ers, their families and supporters to contribute to a re- 
lease account by placing 10% of all incoming funds into 
that account until it reaches $5,000. 

On its face, that would seem like a great idea 
until it is recognized that the department itself — 
in public records — noted that it would take about 
75 years for that to happen with the average pris- 
oner. 

As prisoners are not allowed to buy bonds or make 
other investments with that particular account, the 
so-called "rehabilitative initiative" amounts to nothing 
more than a perpetual prison tax initiated by PrlnCom 
and its banking partner U.S. Bank in Minnesota, which 
benefits from the multi-million dollar cash account that 
they can use or invest — a perpetual stimulus package 
courtesy of Wisconsin's prisoners, families and friends. 

The line between social change and socialized theft 
is very thin, especially when programs receive money 
for the bodies that they place in the programs, rather 
than based on the programs' completion rates. 

Mario Puzo once wrote, "...a lawyer with his brief- 
case can steal more than 100 men with guns...." This is 
particularly true if they represent PrlnCom and their 
state correctional supporters. 

If rehabilitation initiatives are to be a valuable tool 
to change the direction of corrections in this country, 
then the first rehabilitative changes to be made, must 
begin with the rehabilitation of the state. 


BLACK/REDVIEW 


continued from p. 1 

from the very possibility of revolution and totally domi- 
nated by Cold War politics. At that time Africa boldly 
called for a new universal humanism, based upon 
solidarity and co-operation between peoples 
"without any racial or cultural antagonism, and 
without narrow egoism and privilege" — a concept 
alien to the ideologists of the developed countries who 
were so mesmerized by the Cold War, or so insulated by 
racial chauvinism, that they could not hear what was 
new and revolutionary in the African struggles against 
colonialism. 

HUMANISM INSPIRED AFRICAN REVOLT 

As the author of Philosophy and Revolution puts 
it: "The African revolutions opened a new page in the 
dialectic of thought as well as in world history.... The 
truth is that while 'backward' Africa was charged with 
a dynamism of ideas that opened new paths to revolu- 
tion and looked for new roads to development, the Cold 
War reigning in the 'advanced' United States, produced 
so pervasive a malaise among bourgeois intellectuals 
that they proclaimed 'an end to ideology.'" 

The very opposite was taking place in Africa at 
that time, and was made historically possible due to 
the spontaneous mass actions of the African peoples in 
search for new Humanist beginnings which would 
unite a philosophy of revolution with the prac- 
tice of revolution. This desire was not limited to the 
intellectuals but was keenly felt and understood by the 
masses of the people. 

The question is: with such a great beginning, what 
happened in less than a decade that caused the African 
Revolutions to turn into the very opposite of their origi- 
nal purpose? In exploring this phenomenon Dunayevs- 
kaya does not minimize the introduction of neocolonial- 
ism into Africa — so tragically expressed by the UN's 
intervention in Congo and the murder of Lumumba. 

However, she considers the greatest tragedy to be 
the internal one, the separation of the leaders from the 
led. She points out that: "without masses as reason, as 
well as force, there is no way to escape being sucked 
into the world market dominated by advanced tech- 
nologies, whether in production or in preparation for 
nuclear war." 

Nkrumah and Ghana exemplify how easy it is for 
an "underdeveloped" nation and its leaders to slip into 
the grasp of neocolonialism once the leaders abandon 
the masses, the reason and force of revolution, and turn 
to one of the two poles of capital — U.S. or Russia — in 
hopes of achieving technological sufficiency. 

AFRICAN REVOLUTIONS AND PHILOSOPHY 

At this point, the aim of the Revolution shifted from 
its original Humanist purposes to one solely concerned 
with industrialization, and the leaders began to look 
upon the masses as mere labor power. As Dunayevskaya 
explains, to understand the internal cause for the retro- 
gression of the African Revolutions, you have to see not 
only the contradictory economic relationships between 
the developed and the underdeveloped nations, but also 
among the developed nations themselves. 

The economic sources of neocolonialism are exam- 
ined by going to the heart of the internal crises of world 
capitalism: The falling rate of profit, plus a decline in 
the rate of accumulation of capital in the West, makes 
any real industrialization of the underdeveloped coun- 
tries an impossibility. "Neocolonialism is not something 
invented by the Communists or the Africans, but is a 
fact of existing world capitalism." 

However, Dunayevskaya does not end on this note. 
Totally aware of the "miracle" of the 1960s, when Af- 
rican mass actions achieved freedom from direct co- 
lonialism and thereby shook world imperialism to its 
foundations, she emphasizes that the goal of Africans 
to dethrone neocolonialism will be achieved through a 
new reunification of philosophy and revolution. 


Disenfranchisement in Memphis, again 


Editor's note : In the Aug. 5 Shelby County, TN, 
election, the list of early voters from a previous election 
was loaded into the computer. Many voters were turned 
away because they were listed as already having voted. 
The commission consistently downplayed the problem. 
A consultant brought in to investigate said on Aug. 13, 
" the seals [on hundreds of the voting machines] have 
been removed or are not applied or have been taped 
back together with masking tape. They were making 
alterations at 4:13 yesterday afternoon to the central 
tabulation file that was supposed to not be touched by 
court order . " On Aug. 19 the election commission certified 
the election, despite an ongoing criminal investigation. 

Memphis — It's disenfranchisement of voters from 
all over the city. They don't know if wrong information 
was put in the computers on purpose. People were told 
they had voted in early voting and couldn't vote. The 
Election Commission said that 5,300 people could have 
been affected, though they claimed that probably no 
more than 500 were. But how would anybody know the 
number when they were turning people away? They 
just sent them away. They say it's not enough votes to 
affect the outcome, but we need a revote. 


They gave some people paper provisional ballots 
that didn't list all the candidates. A lot of people 
weren't offered provisional ballots. They sat for hours 
and didn't get to vote. They weren't told they could vote. 

I am working on getting some neighborhood and 
other groups to join me to get affidavits. At a meeting 
Aug. 10, 400 people came to the Electrical Workers 
Union hall. Randy Wade and other candidates asked 
for affidavits about what people witnessed. We heard 
testimony that, at one point, one supervisor at a 
precinct had all votes deleted from the machines. 

The Justice Department has been asked to 
investigate, but if there's no outcry from the community 
they won't do anything. We need poll observers in 
Memphis like the observers that go to other countries. 
This is not the first time this has happened. It's just the 
first time it's widespread. So now they're talking about 
a full investigation. I hope they can go back to look 
at other elections. With machines, people don't have 
a record of how they voted. Anything can be done to 
manipulate the votes. These kinds of things have been 
happening all along, so it's good it finally came to light. 

— Doris Bradshaw 
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Civil rights movement win over Prop. 8 


Chicago — Proposition 8, the 2008 California ballot 
measure that took away the right to marry for same- 
sex couples, was overturned by a federal judge on Aug. 
4. He ruled that it violated both the equal protection 
clause and the due process clause of the U.S. Constitu- 
tion. Judge Vaughn Walker's strongly worded decision 
was a vindication for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans 
and Queer (LGBTQ) equality activists, as it affirmed 
that Prop. 8 opposition drew upon unfounded fears and 
animosity to treat 
a class of citizens 
unfairly, and that 
"moral disapproval 
alone is an improp- 
er basis on which to 
deny rights to gay 
men and lesbians." 

The decision 
is stayed pending 
appeal, meaning 
marriages will not 
resume in Califor- 
nia until at least 
December. At that 
point, the case could 
either be refused by 
the appeals court 
because the official 
representatives 
of the state, the 
California Governor and Attorney General, refuse to 
defend an unjust law, or the court could grant stand- 
ing and rule, which would send the case up to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

RALLIES HELD NATIONWIDE 

All over the nation, rallies to celebrate this de- 
cision sprang up, some impromptu, others planned 
ahead of time, though the verdict and the date the de- 
cision would be issued were unknown until 24 hours 
beforehand. 

In Chicago, over a hundred people gathered in 
Daley Plaza at 6 PM that night, despite the short no- 
tice, looming rain clouds and huge traffic snarls due 
to President Obama's motorcade shutting down part of 
Lake Shore Drive. 

The rally was cosponsored by Join The Impact Chi- 
cago, LGBTChange, and the Gay Liberation Network. 
Speakers from those groups emphasized that while the 

Fighting 'Millionaires 
Against Health Care 1 

San Francisco — In the late afternoon of Aug. 11, 
nearly 300 city employees here and their supporters 
rallied outside the Vallejo Street mansion of billion- 
aire Wall Street speculator Michael Moritz to protest 
a fundraising party by wealthy patrons dubbed "Mil- 
lionaires Against Health Care" by the workers. Moritz 
is the moneybag behind Proposition B, also called the 
Adachi Charter Amendment, which will greatly in- 
crease monthly healthcare premiums for city workers. 
Public Defender Jeff Adachi is running for Mayor, and 
his sponsorship of Prop. B is his price for the financial 
backing of Moritz and other super-rich. 

If passed, Prop. B will cost each city employee 
thousands more, after taxes, in insurance premi- 
ums. The increse will be the same dollar amount 
no matter what their wages. For Adachi, who 
makes more than $200,000 per year, it is nothing, 
but for others it will be as much as 15% of their 
paychecks. It will more than double the premi- 
ums for those with two dependents, some will pay 
triple, and it will put healthcare out of reach of 
the lowest-paid workers and their children. 

Already city workers are under hardship from a 
4.5% wage cut, which the city asked for to "balance the 
budget." That went into effect just a few weeks before 
Prop. B qualified for the ballot. There are also legal 
problems, and Prop. B is being challenged in court by 
workers and their unions. A decision is expected during 
the last week of August. 

One city worker, a secretary and single mother, 
said, "Wall Street speculators like Michael Moritz 
crashed our economy, stole billions from our pension 
funds, and then took a taxpayer bailout. Now they want 
to take away my kid's healthcare too. Where will these 
people stop?" Another worker said, "I do my best to 
serve seniors and disabled people, and these cutbacks 
don't just hurt us, they hurt our ability to do our jobs 
and to provide good service to people. First these mil- 
lionaires make sure that the government is not funded, 
they 'starve the beast,' and then they turn around and 
blame the government for not getting things done. It's 
a deliberate policy to undermine the public good which 
we have to expose and stop." One thing is sure: city em- 
ployees themselves will not stop until Prop. B is sound- 
ly defeated. There's change in the air in San Francisco! 

— D. Cheneville 


verdict was cause for celebration, a lot of work still lay 
ahead to secure marriage nationwide, as well as an 
end to the other forms of discrimination the LGBTQ 
community faces. Matthew Zaradich of LGBTChange 
noted that it had been a long time since the community 
had had some news to celebrate, but pointed out that 
Illinois still does not even have the second-class sta- 
tus of civil unions, despite years of promises, let alone 
marriage equality. Betsy Johnson of Join The Impact 

Chicago, a mother who has 
both straight and gay sons, 
reminded everyone of the 
importance of sharing per- 
sonal stories in changing 
hearts and minds. 

The crowd, buoyed up 
with excitement and deter- 
mination, set off to march 
down Michigan Avenue. 
Chanting slogans such as 
"This is what democracy 
looks like!" and "Two, four, 
six, eight, equal rights in 
every state!" the marchers 
drew cheers from onlook- 
ers as they waved signs and 
rainbow flags. 

Speaking after the 
march, Andy Thayer of Gay 
Liberation Network urged 
everyone to stay active, pointing out that every civil 
rights movement needs direct action to create momen- 
tum and propel progress. Said Thayer, "A movement 
in the streets is the way that civil rights have always 
been won." 

— Amy Waters 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

It is still illegal to be Lesbian, Gay or Bisexual 
in more than 70 nations. Depending on the country, 
the punishment can be prison or death. Even though 
only 53 nations have anti-discrimination laws, and in 
26 same-sex unions are legal, this does not mean LGB 
people are not subjected to acts of violence in those 
countries. 

*** 

Hakim Scott and Keith Phoenix attacked with 
baseball bats Romel and Jose Sucuzhanay for appear- 
ing Gay when the two brothers from Ecuador walked 
arm in arm in Brooklyn. While Romel survived, Jose 
died. Scott and Phoenix were convicted of assault, Scott 
of murder as a hate crime and Phoenix of manslaugh- 
ter. State Supreme Court Judge Patricia M. DiMango 
threw the book at the defendants by sentencing them, 
respectively, to 37 years to life imprisonment and 37 
years imprisonment. 

*** 

Argentina became the most progressive Latin 
American country for LGBT rights by legalizing gay 
marriage and adoptions. In Mexico the Supreme Court 
ruled in favor of adoptions by Gay and Lesbian couples 
in the capital, Mexico City. 

*** 

After a three-year absence, Tokyo saw the return 
of a Gay Pride parade in August. Until this year, the 
gay community was unable to organize a Pride parade 
because of pressure from conservatives, holding to their 
notions of the Japanese traditional family. 




Land grab ruins 
poor homeowners 

Marysville, Washington — People in manufactured 
home parks around the country have been losing their 
homes — and not because they haven't been paying the 
mortgage and/or lot rent. Developers have been buying 
up the parks from owners eager to cash in, not caring 
about the lives they may be ruining. 

Owners who pay thousands of dollars for their 
manufactured homes, do not own the land they sit 
on. When the park is sold, they are given a year to get 
out. Not only are they not getting any money for their 
homes, they are required to pay a large sum of money 
to have their homes demolished when they move out! 

Sara is a woman who lives in a park for those over 
55 years of age. These park residents are the hardest 
hit because of their age and the fact that some of them 
are disabled. She bought her manufactured home for 
$20,000 a little over a year ago. The owners stated em- 
phatically that they were not interested in selling the 
park. 

Now, they may be changing their tune. If the 
park is sold, Sara will lose her $ 20,000, her life 
savings, and be required to come up with what 
could be thousands of dollars to have her home 
destroyed. "I can’t afford to pay that," said Sara, 
’I’ll just have to walk away, leave in the middle of 
the night if I have to. And even if I could afford 
it, I wouldn’t pay to see my home destroyed." Her 
feelings are echoed by other park residents who 
say that they, too, will just walk away rather than 
destroy their homes. Some of the people in Sara’s 
park have been there for a long time and have 
no other place to go. Moving would be a hardship 
and many fear they will become homeless. 

Manufactured-home parks provide an alternative 
to owning a brick and mortar home and to expensive 
apartment living. They fill a need for lower-income 
housing. After buying her home outright, Sara pays 
only $530 per month for lot rent. "Where am I going to 
find an apartment for that kind of money?" she asks. "I 
can't believe these owners and developers expect us to 
walk away with nothing." 

In Sara's city, a rezoning drive is under way to keep 
all this from happening. Her park is currently zoned 
as a "single family dwelling." It needs to be rezoned to 
"manufactured/mobile home community only." Pres- 
ently the park is in danger of being rezoned as "multi- 
family dwellings." This would open the park up to being 
sold. Several other parks in the area have already been 
closed. People have the option of moving their homes 
to other parks, but there are very few spaces left and 
moving their homes is expensive and can damage them. 

The county has passed an 18-month moratorium 
on the selling of these parks to allow them to research 
the situation. They are holding public meetings. But 
residents are up against a planning commission and 
staff who are not supportive of the new zoning. 

Affordable, safe and attractive housing should be a 
human right and not something that can be taken away 
by those wanting to make money off the land that hous- 
ing sits on. —Suzanne Rose 
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defy capitalism, demand own unions 


Strikers in China 

continued from p. 1 

show of capitalist inhumanity, publicly declared that 
13 suicides wasn't that bad in a workforce of 450,000. 

Authorities reacted to these strikes at critical 
points in the economy, aware that, if workers from hun- 
dreds of thousands of other factories joined the strike 
wave, it might spiral out of control. The government 
reacted inconsistently, as if uncertain that repression 
could confine this strike movement. 

Strikers at Nanhai Honda, 
who began their strike May 17, 
were confronted by police lines 
and later were roughed up by 
ACFTU thugs; then the regime 
called off its dogs. The acts of 
intimidation by the govern- 
ment and by Honda expanded 
the strike, especially after 
Honda fired strike leaders. 

Strikers have supplemented 
traditional means of communi- 
cations with cell phone and in- 
ternet messages, trying to stay 
one step ahead of government 
censorship. 

In a surprising development, state-controlled news- 
papers and TV covered strikes on the news. Officials 
soon changed course again, however, confining coverage 
to English-language newspapers not readily available 
to most migrant workers, who had come from interior 
provinces with fewer educational opportunities. 
COMMUNIST PARTY ZIG-ZAGS 

The Communist Party then publicized Premier 
Wen Jiabao telling migrant workers in Beijing, "Mi- 
grant workers should be cared for, protected and re- 
spected, especially the younger generation." This is 
the same Communist Party that has relied on migrant 
workers, precisely because they were "undocumented" 
and had fewer rights than local citizens, to create the 
wealth that has fueled the annual double-digit growth 
that has made China "the world's sweatshop" for two 
decades. 

In fact, until 2008 the largely migrant workforce 
at foreign-owned enterprises could join no union at all. 
Since the Labor Contract Law of 2008, the ACFTU, the 
company union for state-run enterprises, also repre- 
sents foreign-owned plants. But ACFTU has become 
in effect the company union for private bosses too. It 
is the kind of union that Wal-Mart, whose facilities in 
China are "unionized," can like, or at least live with. 

Workers at one factory, Foshan Fengfu in Guang- 
dong, which supplies mufflers for Honda, settled for no 
more than a 15% raise but with a promise to recognize 
as their independent union the strike leadership that 
maintained the wildcat strike. This is a challenge to 
the Labor Contract Law, which currently makes illegal 
every union except ACFTU. 

From the time of the Tiananmen Square Mas- 
sacre of June 4, 1989, the regime has waged total 
war against every demand for an autonomous 
trade union, anything not controlled by the ACF- 
TU. Yet under pressure both the giant industrial 
city of Shenzhen and Guangdong, the province 
it is a part of, are reportedly preparing revised 
labor laws, including language on independent 
unions. 

They are responding to the way strikers made a 
category of the strike committees they created. Com- 
mittees chosen by the workers maintained strikes for 
as long as two weeks without strike benefits or govern- 
ment aid. Changes in the law would, for the first time, 
allow workers to choose their own union representa- 
tives, but only from a list of approved candidates, over- 
seen by the ACFTU. What a step back from workers 
determining their own strike leaders! 

The wave of strikes that halted production at 
Honda and Toyota, and stopped the production lines of 
Panasonic and Brother and other leading multination- 
al corporations, has caused concerns for the capitalists 
and stock markets internationally, which for two de- 
cades have maintained their profits at the expense of 
Chinese workers. 

These workers are young, many hired in as teen- 
agers, heavily female, and ideally fresh from distant 
provinces, separated from family — and they are sup- 
posed to be under corporate control. The recipe for the 
worldwide "race to the bottom" in labor costs and envi- 
ronmental and other costs of production makes no al- 
lowance for workers in revolt. 

AN ARTIFICIAL LABOR SHORTAGE 

This idealization of a certain kind of young mi- 
grant worker, from which foreign corporations could 
squeeze a lifetime of work in a decade, has created a 
kind of artificial labor shortage and probably aided 
workers striking at Honda and elsewhere. 

There were millions of workers who had lost their 
jobs when the state shuttered Stalin-style state enter- 
prises like steel mills and cut the workforce at banks 
and other institutions. But these workers were not in 
line for jobs at the new export-oriented factories in 


Guangdong and coastal cities. Workers at state enter- 
prises faced police brutality and imprisonment just for 
fighting for severance pay, but many never found work 
again. 

If workers born in the 1990s are what recruit- 
ers sought, they had to contend also with the effects 
of 30 years of the one-child policy and the norm being 
an only child. Therefore, even with over one hundred 
million workers actually unemployed, to fill the facto- 
ries with a second or third gen- 
eration of migrant workers, re- 
cruiters have had to cast their 
nets ever wider. 

One prime example is the 
movement of young Uighur 
workers from Xinjiang into 
coastal factories. This recruit- 
ment of Uighur workers is not 
the cause of friction between 
Han Chinese and Uighurs so 
much as the result of Han domi- 
nation. Jobs created in the ex- 
ploitation of natural resources 
of Xinjiang like oil and natural 
gas are largely reserved for Han 
Chinese, who have arrived in 
such numbers that Uighurs have become a minority in 
their own land. Taking away grazing land has uprooted 
many more, and as a minority people Uighur families 
had been allowed two children under the national pop- 
ulation policy. 

The recent harsh punishment of Uighurs 
demonstrates the degree to which China’s rul- 
ers will go to stamp out criticism. Halaite Ni- 
yaze was sentenced to 15 years in July for criti- 
cal writings after the bloody repression of 2009. 
Three webmasters, Nureli, Dilshat Perhat and 
Nijat Azat, were tried in closed courts and sen- 
tenced to three, five and ten years respectively 
earlier in July. 

Likewise the Sichuan Court has upheld the five- 
year sentence for Tan Zuoren, most well-known for put- 
ting online a report exposing the criminal negligence in 
construction of schools that collapsed in the Sichuan 
earthquake of 2008. He was charged with "inciting 
subversion of state power." Harsh justice elsewhere 
puts into relief that the space unexpectedly allowed for 
workers to strike in China is not a tolerance of dissent 
but a fear that repression of strikes might spread them 
and lead to what the Communist Party could no longer 
control. 

Immigrants struggle 

Editor s note: News & Letters carried Olivia 
Segura's family's story in our May -June 2010 issue. 
Their daughter Ashley Sietsema died serving in Iraq 
in 2007, and they were in danger of losing their home. 
Olivia's husband, Alberto, is also faced with deportation. 

Chicago — I would like to thank the people who have 
supported my family. Partly because of the publicity we 
have received, we have made a new arrangement with 
a bank on our home mortgage. The debts from when 
Ashley was killed have been forgiven, and we only need 
to pay $7,800 for escrow and taxes by Oct. 1 to keep the 
house. We will be able to pay that. It gave me a lot of 
hope to know that people cared about our situation. 

My husband is still facing deportation charges. 
Gov. Quinn has said that he would sign a pardon if he 
went through the pardon process, but he hasn't signed 
it yet. I believe he is waiting until after the election 
because of all the anti-immigrant feeling. 

There's a lot of discrimination against immigrants 
now. You can feel the discrimination in everyday life. 
I have worked for the County for years, but now they 
are saying that my accent is a problem and telling me 
to take English lessons! And I notice that my son has 
stopped speaking Spanish with me when we go out to 
the store. 

I am working with Juan Torres, who lost his son 
in Afghanistan, and others, to start a new group called 
Golden Families for Support and Justice. We will 
participate in anti-war marches and rallies. We also 
want to help families get information, receive their 
benefits, legal help and help in political organizing. 

Politicians and the media are spreading fear. 
People like Sarah Palin are on 24-7 and, really, why 
should anyone care about her opinion? I am even more 
afraid of the Tea Parties than the Republicans. Racism 
is really the biggest problem this country has to face. 
Once you see another person as a human being, then 
you can change things for the better. 

My way of looking at things is very different than 
it was two or three years ago. I realize now that my 
own lifespan is very short. I want to leave this world 
knowing that I made a difference for the better. It 
doesn't matter if the world knows about me. I will know. 

I hope that people will come out to support 
my husband at his hearing on Nov. 30, 9 AM, at 
the Immigration Building in downtown Chicago. 

— Olivia Segura 


There is hope that the borders of China will 
not limit the movement. The Chinese working 
class has become the workforce of "the world’s 
sweatshop" for global capitalists. That pivotal 
position makes Chinese workers potentially the 
vanguard of the international working class. 

Nowhere is the experience of Chinese workers 
more needed than in the U.S. Anti-union companies 
(including Honda and Toyota) find right-to-work 
Southern states inviting; and, since Reagan, workers 
have the fear of being legally replaced by scabs. And 
many U.S. workers could see their own union in the 
behavior of the official Chinese union trying to rein in 
workers. Despite such obstacles, workers at Mott's in 
upstate New York have maintained a strike since May 
as Dr Pepper Snapple attempts to slice workers' wages 
by up to $7 an hour and gut pensions and benefits — for 
no better reason than the company expected they could 
get away with it. (See Editorial, page 3.) 

LABOR AT A TURNING POINT 

U.S. workers have much to learn from Chinese 
workers if Americans do not buy into campaigns to 
demonize them, deflecting blame from the capitalists 
who shuttered shops here and moved them to China. 

GM and the UAW both joined in a similar cam- 
paign in the 1980s blaming Japanese workers for hard 
times in the U.S. auto industry. Felix Martin, a GM 
worker and an editor for News & Letters , wrote "An 
open letter to Japanese workers," which Toyota work- 
ers in Japan published. It read in part: 

"Today more and more workers are not be- 
lieving the lies that it is the Japanese worker 
who’s to blame for this crisis... they know their 
jobs are not being taken away by you — they are 
being stolen by the capitalists who are trying to 
drive down the wages of all workers.... The road 
to change for us is the same road to change as for 
you — a social revolution." 

A union representative of ACFTU explained to a 
reporter from China News Weekly why they were not 
helping workers at Nanhai Honda get a pay raise: 
"This is a matter between labor and employers. It is 
inappropriate for the trade union to intervene." Work- 
ers pushed such unions aside, and labor in China is at 
a turning point. 

'Peoples Congress' 
meets in Colombia 

Bogota, Colombia — On Aug. 7 a new president came 
to power in Colombia after winning a dubious elec- 
tion. It was surrounded by accusations and evidence of 
fraud. All sorts of media P.R. was rolled out to justify 
to Colombians how exactly a candidate — who wasn't by 
any means favored in polls — ended up winning. 

As opposed to the disenchantment the social move- 
ments suffered as a result of the presidential election, 
that electoral farce, we're finding our own independent 
political path forward in a search to develop democracy. 

A solid fact that surrounds the elections is 
that more than 50% of the public eligible to vote 
did not. This figure is eerily similar to the statis- 
tics of poverty. Today, less than 2% of the habi- 
tants of Bogota are upper class while 78% remain 
very poor. You could easily conclude from these 
numbers that these elections just don’t matter to 
the majority of people here. They know that re- 
gardless of who is elected, they will have to wake 
up tomorrow and push a cart around looking for 
scraps to sustain themselves and their families. 
This is the hopelessness that comes from margin- 
alization, and a lack of leadership and social hu- 
manism. 

Disillusion isn't all-pervasive. Some are beginning 
to organize around autonomous alternatives to official 
state power. This July, as a prelude to the bicenten- 
nial celebration of the beginning of the struggle for Co- 
lombia's independence, representatives of regions and 
communities from all over Colombia got together in Bo- 
gota for a "People's Congress." It paralleled the official 
Congress and actually passed legislation. The next day 
6,000 people marched on the capital in the inaugural 
March for Independence, the first time the Left has cel- 
ebrated a national holiday outside of official channels. 
Similar marches happened in all the major cities. 

As included in the statement called "Carta de 
quienes somos mas para el sueho de una Colombia sin 
exclusion" (roughly: "We are those who dream of a Co- 
lombia without exclusion"), the conference demanded: 
An end to the latifundios (large estate/plantations); To 
confront injustice; To defeat inequality; End illiteracy 
and hunger; Do away with unemployment and so-called 
"informal" labor; Make Colombia a sovereign country 
where we are equal in our difference; and Start the 
work of building an inclusive state and government and 
a peaceful country. 

— Leo Alcantuz 

(Translated from the Spanish by Brown Douglas) 
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Forum of the Americas 

Asuncion, Paraguay — The Social Forum of the Amer- 
icas (Foro Social Americas) in August, had as its theme 
Another America Is Possible. Much of the program 
was printed in Spanish and Guarani — the indigenous 
language of the region. Several thousand participated 
from all parts of Latin America. Besides a major pres- 
ence from Paraguay — students, intellectuals, women's 
activists and a large campes ino -indigenous contin- 
gent — there were groups of Brazilians, Argentinians 
and Bolivians, as well as many from Ecuador, Colom- 
bia, and other countries throughout the Americas. 

The major focus was self-created activities, pri- 
marily workshops, put on by the dozens upon dozens 
of different groups in attendance. The range of topics is 
too large to list, but included building a people-centered 
economy, issues of migrants, campesinos and agricul- 
ture, human rights, problems of women and of youth, 
original peoples of Paraguay, education questions, so- 
cial protest analysis of transnationals, cooperatives, 
democracy — all told, close to two hundred workshops. 

On top of these were cultural events of music, the- 
ater, films, and many, many informal moments, such 
as a wonderful band from Bolivia, a group of activist 
women doing political education through art on wom- 
en's issues all over the conference grounds. A number 
of major panels had activist intellectuals as speakers — 
Raul Zibechi of Uruguay, Anibal Quijano of Peru, and 
Raul Prada of Bolivia — among others, on themes such 
as Latin America in Front of the Global Crisis, To Live 
Well, and The Rights of Mother Earth. There was as 
well the presence of the Presidents of Paraguay, Fer- 
nando Lugo, and of Bolivia, Evo Morales. 

Indeed, Paraguay as a country signifies the begin- 
nings of Another America Is Possible, as does Bolivia. 
After some three decades of the dictatorship of Alfredo 
Stroessner, and further right-wing manipulation, the 
theology of liberation priest, Lugo, was elected as presi- 
dent two years ago. 

However, the real possibilities open for an " Otro 
America, " could perhaps best be seen in smaller, infor- 
mal ways. In walking through the large encampment of 
Indigenous Paraguayan campesinos one could see and 
hear the small circles of informal discussion and debate 
being carried out in Guarani; or the interest shown in 
our literature table, with books of Marxist-Humanism 
attracting many young Paraguayan activists, as well 
as Indigenous from Bolivia and Ecuador, women and 
Black activists from Brazil, an Indigenous professor 
from the highlands of Guatemala — all interested in 
ideas of liberation, anxious for an interchange and the 
opportunity to study Marx and Marxist-Humanism. 

Perhaps most significant, in terms of a passion for 
emancipatory ideas, was the fact that our workshop on 
Marx and Marxist-Humanism in Latin America drew 
close to 80, including young Black activists from Sao 
Paulo, whose fluency in Spanish was limited, but whose 
interest in Marx was vast. Spirited discussion took 
place, as it did in our other workshop on the Dialectic 
in Latin America, where a young teacher in rural Para- 
guay wanted to know how the dialectic could be taught 
to his students. — Eugene Walker 

Stop tar sands imports 

Chicago — Dozens of demonstrators gathered at a 
downtown hotel Aug. 5, where President Obama ap- 
peared at a Democratic Party fundraiser, to call on him 
to stop the Keystone XL Pipeline from Canada, to halt 
the expansion of dirty tar sands oil imports, and to stop 
the dumping of refinery by-products of dirty tar sands 
oil into Lake Michigan. It was a creative and colorful 
contingent, with signs and puppets. 

On the heels of the greatest oil spill in U.S. history 
in the Gulf of Mexico, and a million gallon oil spill in 
Michigan, the U.S. government is still considering a $7 
billion investment in the dirtiest fuel source available: 
tar sands oil from Alberta, Canada. This oil emits three 
times the greenhouse gas emissions of conventional oil 
in production alone. The tar sands industry is devas- 
tating to local populations, including indigenous and 
poor communities whose environment and water will 
be destroyed. 

We need a different kind of energy future, and the 
current plan to double imports of tar sands oil would be 
a wrong turn, one we don't need and can't afford. Seri- 
ous questions have already been raised about the wis- 
dom of this by Rep. Henry Waxman, Chair of the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee. Then and now we 
say: President Obama, block the Keystone Pipeline! 

Our signs calling on Obama to stop these practices 
received a very positive response from passersby. But it 
was also clear that people were reading them carefully 
to make sure they weren't similar to the racist signs of 
the Tea Partiers massed across the street. They had slo- 
gans like "Where's the birth certificate?" That garbage 
doesn't fly well on the streets of downtown Chicago. 

One of them crossed the street to argue with us. It 
was interesting to hear his theories about a 5,000-year- 
old planet Earth and the uselessness of scientific 
knowledge. 

— Participant 


Protests and ruin from oil spill continue 


Chicago — The oil released by the explosion and 
sinking of the Deepwater Horizon is still fouling the 
Gulf of Mexico, polluting the environment, harming 
people's health and playing havoc with regional econo- 
mies. As the impact continues, so do protests, organiz- 
ing and reconstruction from below. 

The cover-up continues too with the brazen claim 
of an official report by a government agency, the Na- 
tional Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administra- 
tion (NOAA) that 50% of 
the oil was gone and that 
the rest was "in the pro- 
cess of being degraded." 

Scientists quickly assailed 
this misinformation, and 
the report's lead author 
contradicted its conclusion 
in Congressional testimo- 
ny. A peer-reviewed scien- 
tific study showed that, in 
fact, a huge amount of oil 
still lurks underwater. Yet 
in August it was revealed 
that scientists at the Univ. 
of South Florida, who had 
first reported large under- 
water oil plumes in May, 
had been pressured then by 
NOAA and the Coast Guard to retract their statement 
and keep the public in the dark. Water samples the sci- 
entists turned over to NOAA were never returned. 
BP'S LIES EXPOSED 

A Congressional investigation also found that BP 
kept dumping as much toxic dispersant into the Gulf 
of Mexico as it wanted, even after the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) ordered it to stop. The Coast 
Guard routinely granted exemptions to the orders. BP 
lied to the Coast Guard about how much dispersant it 
had used, and sometimes released first and asked for 
permission later. 

Several EPA staff members, including whistle- 
blower Hugh Kaufman, have raised concerns about the 
nearly two million gallons of dispersants used, and ac- 
cused the EPA of deliberately downplaying its danger to 
both workers and the environment. 

Les Evenchick, an ecosocialist activist in New Or- 
leans, told me, "The biggest problem now is the dis- 

Support Brad Manning 

Bradley Manning, a 22-year-old intelligence ana- 
lyst who was stationed in Iraq, is accused of leaking a 
classified video that showed U.S. troops shooting Iraqi 
civilians from an Apache helicopter in 2007. He may 
also be charged with involvement in the WikiLeaks 
exposure of 90,000+ secret documents from the war in 
Afghanistan. 

The earlier leaked video was shocking enough, 
showing 12 people gunned down by a U.S. air crew 
claiming falsely that there was a firelight in Baghdad, 
killing a dozen people including two Iraqis working for 
Reuters news agency, and then laughing at the dead. 

The new documents from Afghanistan expose war 
crimes and underscore the toll taken on civilians. But 
the U.S. government is also furious about the shatter- 
ing of their rosy depiction of the war. The revelation 
that the Taliban have used heat-seeking anti-aircraft 
missiles, the attention drawn to the support given to 
the Taliban by Pakistan's ISI spy agency, the many re- 
ports of Afghan government corruption and drug deal- 
ing, the widespread use of targeted killings by shadowy 
forces working for the U.S. military added up to what 
the Guardian newspaper in England called a "portrait 
of a chaotic and failing war." The administration and 
hawkish ideologues fear that public support of the war 
will now fall even faster in the U.S. and allied countries. 

Manning faces court-martial and up to 52 years in 
prison, even in the unlikely event that he is not charged 
for the Afghan war log leaks. The administration has 
also undertaken a propaganda campaign attacking 
those involved in the leaks as endangering "national 
security." The New York Times pitched in with a char- 
acter assassination piece on Aug. 9 questioning Man- 
ning's motives. But all of that is distraction from their 
real agenda, which is to protect their ability to deceive 
the public and keep a lid on the growing opposition to 
their imperial belligerence. 

Those who perpetrated the crimes from Bush's in- 
vasion of Iraq in the first place to the 2007 shootings 
in the Baghdad video are not likely to be punished, but 
for revealing the truth Manning is set to be courtmar- 
tialed. 

Demonstrations have already been held in support 
of Manning in New York City, Oklahoma City (Man- 
ning being originally from Crescent, Okla.), and out- 
side the Marine base in Quantico, Va., where Manning 
is now being held. 

Support Bradley Manning! Learn more here: http:// 
www.bradleymanning.org/ — ED. 



Greenpeace protesters in the UK block one of the Suncor production 
conveyor belts to draw attention to the pollution caused by oil sands 
developments in Canada. UK protesters held marches in four regions pro- 
testing BP's plans to set up tar sands oil extraction in Alberta. 


persant Corexit which the FDA head has admitted not 
testing for in seafood samples. Many coastal residents 
are reporting skin rashes after contact with Gulf wa- 
ters even when the water appears free of oil. Respirato- 
ry problems have also been frequently reported. Those 
with rashes are typically being told they have scabies (a 
parasitic mite) or a staph infection but testing is not be- 
ing done — the hospitals are just giving antibiotics and 

hope things will clear up." 

If the history of the 
Exxon Valdez spill is any 
guide, we can be sure 
that cleanup workers are 
already suffering health 
problems as a result of ex- 
g posure to the oil and Co- 
| rexit, and for many of them 
| the health effects will last 
^ for years. We can also be 
| sure that the companies 
£ and government will cover 
| up the toll taken. 

The National Center 
for Disaster Preparedness 
undertook the first system- 
atic study of the spill's hu- 
man impact, finding that 
40% of those living within 
ten miles of the coast were 


directly exposed; that over one-third of parents report- 
ed children suffering physical or mental symptoms as 
a consequence; that income decreased for one in five 
households and one in four fear they may have to leave 
the area; and that, as with Hurricane Katrina, the 
greatest impact has been on the poorest. 

The response from below is taking many forms, and 
has not vanished just because the oil has been declared 
"gone." The Gulf Coast Barefoot Doctors is a grassroots 
initiative to alert residents, cleanup workers, and vol- 
unteers of the health risks of the oil and dispersants, 
and to provide Toxic Survival Kits, something that no 
one else is doing. 

There will be a national "Spill into Washington" 
rally in D.C. on Sept. 4 and 5. Protests and teach-ins 
continue across the country. Here, the Chicago Com- 
mittee on the Gulf Crisis has been doing both. The 
miles that separate us from the Gulf Coast do not re- 
assure us — and not only because of the oil spill across 
Lake Michigan from us in Kalamazoo. 

The committee is calling attention to the global 
damage caused by fossil-fuel-based society and the lo- 
cal connections including the struggle here against the 
expansion of BP's nearby Indiana refinery so that it can 
process even more of the especially dirty tar sands oil 
piped in from Canada. We are part of the coalition that 
is making progress toward a Clean Power Ordinance 
that could help shut down the two coal-fired power 
plants that pollute heavily Latino neighborhoods in our 
city. — Franklin Dmitryev 



This collection of 17 writings by Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya, founder of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S., 
contains a selection of her vast writings on the the- 
ory of state-capitalism, ranging from her original 
analysis of Russia as a state-capitalist society in the 
early 1940s to writings on the global phenomenon of 
state-capitalism from the 1940s to the 1980s. 

" Raya Dunayevskaya's essays on the nature of 
capitalist and Soviet societies are full of the kind 
of scholarly insights and political wisdom that no 
one interested in these topics can afford to ignore. A 
mind- stretching exercise for those willing to risk it !" 

— Bertel! Oilman 

Order your copy from News and Letters 
for only $8.50 plus $4 postage 
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Mosque battles: history's underworld 


WORLD* VIEW 


by Gerry Emmett 

Not since the large Ku Klux Klan demonstrations of 
the 1920s has Washington seen as reactionary an out- 
pouring as the estimated 85,000-100,000 who came out 
for television talking head and John Birch Society pro- 
moter Glenn Beck's Aug. 28 Tea Party rally. The over- 
whelmingly white crowd was attempting to bury the 
memory of the Civil Rights Movement by choosing the 
anniversary of Dr. King's 1963 "I Have a Dream" speech. 

The filthy essence of this movement revealed itself 
in New York on Aug. 22, where a white mob surrounded 
and threatened a Black construction worker they be- 
lieved to be a Muslim (he happened not to be one) as 
part of their campaign against the so-called "Ground 
Zero Mosque." 

In fact, the proposed mosque would be only one part 
of a Muslim community center located a few blocks from 
the former site of the World Trade Center. There is al- 
ready an actual mosque in the area, as well as a strip 
club, numerous fast food outlets, and sidewalk hawkers 
of souvenirs. Nobody objected to the proposal for the 
new community center months ago when it was made, 
except for a few ultra-reactionary bloggers. 

The "controversy" has been pushed center stage 
since by Fox News and racist Tea Party types. The cam- 
paign has enlisted Republican Party voices as promi- 
nent as Newt Gingrich and Sarah Palin. It is another 
sign of how thoroughly today's Republican Party has 
been taken over by the most reactionary forces, from 
open racists to the conspiracy theorists of the John 
Birch Society. It represents the most serious eruption 
of the "underworld of history" into American politics, 
what Marx characterized in The Eighteenth Brumaire 
of Louis Bonaparte as a polity choosing superstition 
over enlightenment, prejudice over judgment, and the 
past over the future. 

The perfect symbol of this trend is Rep. Louis 
Gohmert of Texas ranting on television about "terror 

Pakistani flood 

The worst floods in its known history hit Pakistan 
in August. One fifth of the country was underwater as 
rivers, swollen by monsoon rains, topped their banks. 
The extent of damage is only beginning to sink in. 

Over 2,500 people were killed, with another 25 mil- 
lion affected, many now homeless refugees. Fully 2.5 
million acres of farmland were submerged, destroying 
wheat and rice crops as well as 400,000 farm animals. 
Diseases are breaking out in hardest hit areas. In terms 
of the number of people affected it is a bigger disaster 
than the 2004 tsunami. 

In Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa the last 50 years worth of 
infrastructure was destroyed. Sindh, Punjab and Balu- 
chistan were also hit hard. Pakistan's government had 
to play catch-up with Islamist charities linked to mili- 
tant groups. As with education or healthcare in more 
normal times, the government showed little inclination 
to help the people. They offer recourse to prayer, with- 
out concrete aid. A Swat Valley schoolteacher expressed 
the popular anger: "We have lost everything. We only 
managed to save our lives. Nobody has come to us. We 
are being treated like orphans, animals." 

The vast majority of Pakistani government spend- 
ing goes to the military and the servicing of foreign 
debt. Government failures after the 2005 earthquake 
in Kashmir led to growing popularity of the Islamist 
organizations. Various Pakistani Left and civil groups 
are also collecting aid and deserve to be supported now. 


babies," which even the FBI denies exist. In classic fas- 
cist manner, his language is deliberately outrageous, 
meant only to bludgeon and provoke his listeners. It is 
also directed at repealing the 14th Amendment, which 
guarantees citizenship to people born in the U.S. 



Aug. 22 New York City protest opposing mosque hysteria 


With few exceptions, notably President Obama's 
belated defense of the constitutional right of religious 
freedom, Democratic Party leaders from Howard Dean 
to Senator Harry Reid have caved in to the right-wing 
frenzy. That has inflamed attacks on mosques around 
the country, from New York to Murfreesboro, Tennes- 
see, to Temecula, California. "From California to the 
New York island," a shameful tide of hate. 

What the hype-driven furor in fact represents is a 
coming together of the European neo-fascist Right with 
the U.S. nativist Right. It is something that has long 
been developing, as prominent racists like Patrick Bu- 
chanan and David Duke cultivated ties with counter- 
parts in the French National Front, the British Nation- 
al Party, Belgian Vlaams Belang and others. 

Pamela Geller and Robert Spencer, the right-wing 
bloggers who have driven the attacks on Muslims, are 

France expelling Roma 

In a bid for right-wing votes in upcoming elections, 
French President Nicolas Sarkozy's government began 
deporting Roma. Recently hundreds were put on flights 
out of the country, despite European Union rules that 
allow for the free movement of citizens. The Roma are 
flown to Romania, where they have no economic pros- 
pects at all. Romania itself has been hit hard by the 
world economic crisis. 

The deported Roma are given 300 euros. This is not 
enough to establish them in Romania, and it is barely 
enough to get them a ticket back to France. Many do 
end up legally returning. 

This is simply the naked, racist harassment of 
Roma designed to appeal to the xenophobic elements of 
the French electorate, the National Front voters. With 
his unpopularity steadily growing, Sarkozy has decided 
to reach out in that direction. It doesn't matter whether 
the human problems are solved, only that his govern- 
ment is seen to be harassing and deporting members of 
a vulnerable minority group. 

Unfortunately, this is part of a pattern of attacks 
on Roma throughout much of Europe, from Italy to the 
Czech Republic to France today. As French Socialist 
lawmaker Arnaud Montebourg stated, "We are moving 
toward an official racism." 


open in their expressions of support for Slobodan Mi- 
losevic's "ethnic cleansing" campaigns in Bosnia and 
Kosova. They are attempting to use the 3,000 dead in 
New York to justify the 7,000 innocent dead of Srebren- 
ica, and the hundreds of thousands of other dead in Mi- 
losevic's Balkan genocide. In truth, for them the only 
good Muslim is a non-Muslim, and barring conversion, 
a dead one. Geller also openly supports the thugs of the 
English Defense League in their intimidation of British 
Muslims, and revanchist Afrikaaners. 

This extreme, hateful rhetoric followed by violence, 
was used by Milosevic, Karadzic and other Serb war 
criminals to tear apart the social fabric of Bosnia. It is 
just as clearly directed at tearing apart the social fabric 
of this country. The attacks on Muslims have coalesced 
with the racist Tea Party attacks on President Obama, 
the racist and unconstitutional immigration laws of Ari- 
zona, and all the other roiling right-wing nativism that 
caused Buchanan to hail a "new white nationalism." 

This is a struggle that goes to the heart of what 
kind of society we wish to live in. The mass of reaction- 
aries who descended on Washington Aug. 28 have all 
but spelled out their declaration of civil war. It is up to 
us now to answer this challenge. 

Obama's wars continue 

Iraq — Despite the "withdrawal of combat troops" 
at the end of August, almost 50,000 supposedly "non- 
combat" U.S. troops remain. The State Department 
also proposes adding several thousand private security 
forces, the Blackwater type, augmented by armored ve- 
hicles, Black Hawk helicopters and the like. How long 
such forces will stay in Iraq is unknown. 

The deeper tragedy is the state of Iraq after years 
of U.S. occupation, especially the people's lives. The re- 
cent "democratic election" led to a no-government stale- 
mate for over five months. The number of war-related 
deaths each month remains a propaganda football, with 
the true number unknown. It is well into the hundreds, 
with continuing suicide bombings and attacks on Iraqi 
government troops and civilians. Despite billions of dol- 
lars, the infrastructure of the country is in shambles. 
Electricity, potable water, healthcare, etc., are all spo- 
radic. The number of people internally displaced and 
forced into exile runs into the millions. A report, "Can- 
cer, Infant Mortality and Birth Sex-Ratio in Fallujah, 
Iraq, 2005-2009," found a substantial increase in birth 
defects and rates of cancer following the massive fire- 
power used there by U.S. Marines in 2004. What other 
"legacies" will the U.S. leave the Iraqi people? 

Afghanistan — General Petraeus wasted no time 
in his new post as commander of the "Afghan surge" 
before he announced that he is not there to preside over 
a "graceful exit." This was no general speaking out of 
turn, but the view of the Commander-in-Chief. After 
all, the U.S. occupation is reaching new heights in the 
number of troops in place and of U.S. deaths. 

The tragedy is in the lives of the Afghan people. 
Civilian casualties at the hands of the U.S. occupiers 
and their NATO allies soared, despite supposed pre- 
cautions. The barbarism of the Taliban continues un- 
abated as they brutally attack any, particularly women, 
who defy their strictures. A couple who sought to live in 
an independent manner was recently publicly stoned to 
death. Far from the Obama-directed occupation being 
a way to protect the Afghan population, it strengthens 
the Taliban's false appearance as defenders. Only au- 
thentic Afghan self-determination can bring down the 
Taliban. — Eugene Walker 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop- 
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them- 
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi- 
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called 
a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker s 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya' s works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women s Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya' s philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free- 
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya' s 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 


and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici- 
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to 
promote the firmest unity among work- 
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor." We do not sepa- 
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees. 
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WORKSHOPTALKS 


Who lost to SEtU? 


Campaigns intensify counter- 
revolutionary onslaught 


by Htun Lin 

The National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) an- 
nounced the results of the recent union election at Kai- 
ser Permanente in California. The media declared that 
the Service Employees International Union (SEIU) had 
won a "decisive victory" to continue to represent some 

45.000 Kaiser workers by fending off a challenge from 
an upstart union, National United Healthcare Workers 
(NUHW). 

The final vote was about 18,000 votes for SEIU and 

11.000 for NUHW. Most journalists failed to mention 
that about 16,000 did not vote for any of the available 
choices. 

This was no victory, no vote of confidence, for any of 
the parties concerned. This vote came out of a climate 
of fear and disinformation manufactured by SEIU, with 
the help of management. SEIU not only slandered the 
opposition, but the Kaiser-SEIU Labor-Management- 
Partnership (LMP), in clear violation of federal regu- 
lations, openly colluded in denying bonuses and wage 
increases to workers who favored NUHW. 

NUHW had filed numerous complaints with the 
NLRB, but federal agents deliberately did not act un- 
til the voting was over. The NLRB is only now issuing 
fines against Kaiser management. As with all corpo- 
rate fines, they will be absorbed as just another cost of 
doing business. 

Nearly $40 million was spent by SEIU to win 
this election. That level of spending for 18,000 votes 

continued on p. 3 


BLACK/REDVIEW 


Is Black education 
related to freedom? 

by John Alan 

Editor s note: To highlight what is missing from 
current debates on education reform, we reprint John 
Alans column from the June 1993 N&L. 

This June [1993] the New Jersey Educational 
Commissioner, Mary Fitzgerald, will take control of 
the Malcolm X Shabazz High School and the rest of 
the Newark, N.J., school system. Last spring the Oak- 
land, Cal., School Board consented to the Latino com- 
munity's demand that the curriculum of two middle 
schools be focused on Latino culture and history. Sev- 
eral years ago, African-American parents compelled 
Detroit's Board of Education to open three experimen- 
tal African-centered schools. 

What connects these three school districts is the 
general knowledge that public school systems of the 
inner cities are failing to educate Black and Latino 
students. The New Jersey officials have chosen to see 
this as a management problem, while Black and Latino 
parents see it as a cultural identity problem. Implicitly, 
what African Americans and Latinos are saying is that 
the crisis in their children's education is related to their 
own alienated condition as non-whites in U.S. society. 
LEVELS OF THE PROBLEM 

Mary G. Bennett, the principal of the Malcolm X 
Shabazz High School, caught the relationship between 
society and the crisis in Black education when she told 

continued on p. 8 
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by Gerry Emmett 

The FBI raids upon the homes of anti-war and 
international solidarity activists on Sept. 24 were an 
eerie moment. They brought back memories of simi- 
lar attacks upon the right to dissent, from the Palmer 
Raids of 1919 with their mass arrests and deportations, 
to the shame of 1950s McCarthyism and the vicious 
COINTELPRO attacks of the 1960s. Recent Court rul- 
ings that extend the government's oppressive powers 
of surveillance, and that redefine "terrorism" so loosely 
as to cover almost any- 
thing it chooses to la- 
bel as such, guarantee 
future civil liberties 
battles in the courts 
and in the streets. 

It is sadly ironic 
that at this moment, 
when the crisis of capi- 
talism has shown it- 
self as both deep and 
intractable, some of 
the most reactionary 
impulses from U.S. 
history have moved to 
take center stage. As 
the 2010 mid-term elections approach, the bankruptcy 
of bourgeois politics stands clear. 

HOPE RUNS INTO WALL OF PRAGMATISM 

Many who supported President Barack Obama's 
historic campaign now feel a deep sense of disappoint- 
ment. His "pragmatic" approach to crises in jobs, hous- 
ing and healthcare has satisfied no one except perhaps 
some Wall Street investors whose stock market gains 
have not translated into real economic growth or job 
creation. 

The gulf between Obama and his electoral base 
was clear at the Oct. 2 march on Washington. Although 
the leaders of various labor and civil rights organiza- 
tions were campaigning for the Democratic Party, the 
agenda they stated in their demands was far to the left 
of that — a demand for jobs and a sustainable recov- 
ery; funds for human needs, not militarism and war; 
withdrawal of all troops and mercenaries from Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan; and justice, civil rights and 
a renewable energy future at home. 

The march was a restatement of the genuine hope 
for change that was felt when the Bush administration 
was ended two years ago. This is what brought the tens 
of thousands who attended. 

In contrast to such serious demands, President 


Obama's pragmatism has led him to simply preside 
over an economic crisis that is rooted in the nature of 
capitalism itself. A new stage of crisis can be traced 
back to the 1970s and it has been worsening since then, 
with every seeming recovery ending up as a popped 
bubble and new crisis. This stagnation has long been 
the great unspeakable taboo for U.S. politicians. Seg- 
ments of the Right and the bourgeoisie have gone to 
great lengths this year to make sure this remains true. 

The Achilles heel of American "civilization" has al- 
ways been its profound racism. In response to the elec- 
tion of this country's 
first Black president, 
sections of corporate 
America that opposed 
his "mandate for 
change" allied with 
racists and conspira- 
cy theorists who had 
long existed in the de- 
praved netherworld of 
history. 

As counterpoint 
to Obama's failure 
to truly challenge 
the system, the rise 
of the Tea Party to 
ascendancy in the Republican Party represents noth- 
ing less than the threat of neofascism. A hard look at 
some of the current crop of candidates proves any other 
conclusion to be a simple delusion. For example, the 
Republican candidate for New York Governor, Carl 
Paladino, was revealed to have sent the most vile rac- 
ist and misogynist emails out to a wide circle of friends 
and acquaintances. He didn't hesitate to joke about 
the deaths of Black men. 

ULTRA-RIGHT CURRENT ROILS MAINSTREAM 

Yet Paladino won his primary, even though every 
single voter who supported him had to know full well 
what he represented. The racist proclivities of other 
Tea Party candidates are also undisguised, from Rand 
Paul (Kentucky Senatorial candidate) saying he op- 
posed enforcement of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 for 
"private businesses," to Rich Iott (Ohio Congressional 
candidate), who dresses up in Nazi uniforms and cel- 
ebrates the military prowess of Nazi Germany. And the 
sorry list goes on. 

It isn't just the candidates, or even the Tea Party 
itself, but the eruption into mainstream politics of all 
sorts of ultra-reactionary elements that even the Re- 
publican Party used to keep at arm's length. There has 

continued onp. 10 



French workers vs. state and union leaders 


What follows are excerpts from an in-person report. 

Montpellier, France — People ask me what it's like 
living in France during these massive one-day strikes 
and popular mobilizations against the conservative 
Sarkozy government's pension "reforms." These cuts 
would push the minimum retirement age from 60 to 
62 and the age for receiving full benefits from 65 to 67. 

On the one hand, it is thrilling to see millions of 
citizens in the streets as well as hundreds of thousands 
of workers striking in defense of their hard-won social 
rights defying an increasingly reactionary government. 
What is most heartening is that the "troops" seem to be 
more radical than the union chiefs and Socialist Party 
politicians. Recent polls showed the French public not 
only supports the one-day strikes (which make life hell 
for commuters and parents of schoolchildren); nearly 
half are in favor of an open-ended general strike to 
make the government yield — a strategy advocated by 
the far-Left parties like the New Anti-Capitalist Party 
(NPA) as well as by militant rank-and-file workers and 
local unions who are chomping at the bit. 

On the other hand, the unions used the same 
dilatory tactics of spaced one-day public sector work 
stoppages in 2009, and the government simply bided 
its time until summer, when the French go on vacation, 
and rammed the cuts through parliament late one 


night. And this wasn't the first time these tactics failed. 

Ever since the runaway general strike of 1995, every 
time the French have massively demonstrated and 
gone on national strikes in opposition to government 
attacks on their labor and welfare rights (as in 2009, 
2008 and 2003), the official leaders of the unions have 
imposed the tactic of spaced one-day national work 
stoppages and demonstrations — designed precisely to 
"demonstrate" to the government their ability to call 
out their troops (and thus presumably to rein them 
in). These demonstrations inevitably run out of steam. 
Time is always on the side of the government and 
the capitalists in the class struggle. The masses' only 
strength is in numbers and resoluteness, and their 
most effective tactic is to stay mobilized, spread the 
movement to all sectors of the economy, go for broke 
and paralyze the country until the bosses give in — as 
they did in 1936, 1968 and 1995. 

The strikers and demonstrators want to use their 
mass power to force the government to rescind the 
cuts, as the Chirac- Juppe government was forced to 
do in 1995 when rank-and-file assemblies ignored the 
unions' cautious tactics and took matters into their 
own hands. Paradoxically, this victory was a stinging 
defeat not just for the government but also for the 

continued on p. 3 
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Congo, capitalism and rape 


by Terry Moon 

The latest tragedy in Congo was so horrific that 
it actually made a few headlines in the U.S. bourgeois 
press: for three days at the end of July and into August, 
well over 200 women including over 50 girls, in the vil- 
lage of Luvungi in North Kivu province, were raped and 
brutalized while UN peacekeepers were based just up 
the road. These attacks were carried out by the Demo- 
cratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda and the Mai- 
Mai militia. Since then, Margot Wallstrom, the UN 
special representative on sexual violence in conflict, 
discovered that Congo government troops (FARDC), 
sent to protect the villagers and enforce a moratorium 
on mining in the mineral-rich area, have been looting, 
raping, and murdering the people they were sent to 
protect. 

WOMEN 'DEMOLISHED 1 

Women who've experienced the brutality that is 
the Congo say, as Wallstrom reports: "A dead rat is 
worth more than the body of a woman." The recent 
rapes in Luvungi included singling out grandmothers 
and elderly women as a way to shatter so- 
cial taboos and any semblance of normal- 
ity or the ability to simply live one's life. 

One of these grandmothers described her 
experience to a New York Times reporter 
by saying she had hardly eaten "since I 
was demolished." 

While a BBC reporter was insensitive 
enough to speak of how rape in war is a 
usual occurrence, the war in Congo is not the FARDC 
against the many rebel groups, or the rebels against 
each other, it is all of them against Congolese civilians. 
It is a feeding frenzy for minerals, for capitalist wealth. 
Wallstrom pointed out the obvious: "It is evident that 
communities in lucrative mining areas are at particu- 
larly high risk. The mineral wealth that should be the 
source of their prosperity is instead the source of their 
greatest suffering." 

Karl Marx articulated this contradiction in 1856: 
"In our days, everything seems pregnant with its con- 
trary: Machinery, gifted with the wonderful power of 
shortening and fructifying human labor, we behold 
starving and overworking it; the newfangled sources 
of wealth, by some strange weird spell, are turned into 
sources of want.... This antagonism between modern in- 
dustry and science on the one hand, modern misery and 
dissolution on the other hand; this antagonism between 
the productive powers and the social relations of our 
epoch is a fact, palpable, overwhelming, and not to be 


controverted. " 

Congo attests to this "palpable," and "overwhelm- 
ing" "antagonism between the productive powers and 
the social relations of our epoch," but I wonder if even 
Marx, who certainly saw his share of human barbarity, 
could imagine the planned obliteration, the "demolish- 
ment" of Congolese women. 

WHERE IS 'BLOOD' COLTAN? 

The reality of Congo, where 5.4 million have per- 
ished since 1996, reveals the breakdown of civilization 
of which Marx spoke. In our world, more important 
than human life — especially if that life is Black, Afri- 
can, and female — is Congo's diamonds and gold, 30% of 
the world's cobalt, 10% of its copper, and, critically, 80% 
of the world's coltan — a mineral vital for cell phones 
and electronics. The world was able to seriously hinder 
the selling of "blood diamonds," mined in war zones to 
fund warlords, invading armies, terrorism, etc., most 
produced in Africa. But fine diamonds are a con- 
sumer commodity, whereas so much of Congo's 
riches are consumed by capital. This explains why 
there is no real effort to label "blood" coltan, "blood" 
cobalt, or "blood" copper — no real effort to 
stop the flow of materials gathered and 
mined over and under the raped, muti- 
lated and murdered bodies of hundreds of 
thousands of civilians. 

How long will the world let Congo 
bleed? Until all the civilians are dead? 
Until all the women have been raped and 
mutilated? Until the country is complete- 
ly plundered of all its natural resources? Sexism is the 
form that brutality and war take in Congo, and at the 
same time capitalism is the driving force of the inhu- 
manity that has held sway there for decades. Nothing 
shows more clearly the necessity for the transcendence 
of capitalism by a new, and actual human society. 

Congo's first lady, Olive Lembe Kabila, did lead 
a march of thousands of women Oct. 17 demanding 
an end to mass rape. Significantly, the march went 
through Bukavu, where some of the most massive rapes 
occurred. Now, if she would just demand that her hus- 
band's army also stop raping and killing villagers, that 
would be something! 

As we wrote in these pages in February of 2008: 
"Capital, with all its wealth, all its guns, all its power, 
cannot solve the problem of Congo. The solution is a 
human one and to help unleash its power, we need to 
extend our deepest revolutionary solidarity to those in 
Congo who are fighting against war, rape, and the deep- 
est poverty and exploitation. The time is now." 


WOMAN 
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Chicago Latinas demand a library 


Editor s note: Women in the Mexican-American 
community of Pilsen have been occupying a field house 
on the grounds of Whittier Elementary School for over 
a month to keep authorities from demolishing it. Two 
women who occupy the building and one supporter tell 
the story of their occupation. 

Chicago — My name is Virginia. This week it will 
be one month of the occupation of La Casita (The Little 
House). We sleep inside La Casita at night. Many peo- 
ple have donated food, supplies and money. The moth- 
ers in the community are helping, cooking and bringing 
food. We have a meeting every day about what we are 
going to do. 

We are fighting to keep La Casita from being de- 
molished. We need a library for the children, and a 
space for other activities like GED, English and sewing 
classes. The school is very small and we don't fit in it. 

Now Chicago Public Schools (CPS) said they are 
going to leave it for six months and they want us to 
leave, but we don't know what will happen after that. 
Last week they cut off the gas but restored it after a 
few days. Las mamas (the mothers) went once again to 
speak with Ron Huberman, the CEO of CPS. 

The majority here are mothers of students. Our al- 
derman, Daniel Solis, promised that he is with us but 
we've only been receiving pure lies, false promises. The 
Alderman, the Board of Education, CPS ignore us. This 
has to stop. 

People learn from being in the struggle. We are de- 
fending the rights of our children. We are learning how 
to defend their education. It appears that it will take a 
lot of time, night and day. And the cold will come soon. 

I am Ana. Sometimes I'm here from 6:30 AM to 
9:00 PM. We are collecting books. The children from the 
school come and check out books from the new library. 
Because the school's classrooms are very small, there's 
not room for enough books and no library. My daughter 
in 4th grade said, "Mama, I have already read all the 
books in the school." 

It's very important that we all struggle for the edu- 
cation of our children. This is an experience I've never 
had. One day we decided as a group that we were going 
to stay here day and night, sleep here. The next after- 
noon people from CPS came to knock down the lights. 
There was a pregnant woman, a lot of running around, 
chaos. The third day, people from CPS surrounded us 
with yellow tape, as if we were terrorists. There were 


about 40 police officers, ambulances, CPS people at the 
door. They said we would be arrested. This experience 
has made me a stronger person. 

While we are mostly women, fathers help too. My 
husband works the night shift and comes to relieve peo- 
ple when they need it. The men support us but we are 
here 100%. We moms were the ones who decided that 
we would stay here. We get a lot of support from the 
community. 

I'm Maria, a supporter, and for me this is impor- 
tant because it's a community struggle. It's parents ad- 
dressing their needs, saying it's important that their 
children attend school every day. It also brings out the 
bigger issue of inequality in schools. Why is it that this 
school has no library? Why are they knocking down 
this space that is useful to the community, that serves 
it? Why are their needs not being taken into account? 
They've tried time and time again to resolve this. It's 
incredible that they stood up for what they believe in 
and what is rightfully theirs and should be there for 
their children and the community. 



by Artemis 

Participants at the 25th National Gathering of 
Women in Parana, Argentina, denounced physical at- 
tacks on feminists by right-wing Catholics who infil- 
trated their workshops on "Women, Contraception, and 
Abortion," resulting in injuries. Feminists shouting 
"No More!" physically ousted the anti-abortion fanatics. 
That same night, thousands of women marched, sing- 
ing chants against the dictatorship of the church and 
for women's right to make decisions about our own bod- 
ies, including the right to abortion. 

* * * 

Women's groups are working to change the U.N.'s 
10-year checkup document on its Millennium Develop- 
ment Goals. It treats gender equality and women's em- 
powerment as "key goals" rather than as "basic human 
rights." A goal of elimination of barriers to girls' educa- 
tion cannot be reached by just focusing on schools and 
scholarships. It is also necessary to abolish discrimina- 
tory employment, land-inheritance laws, and gender- 
based violence. Other goals have similar limitations. 


California nurses 
strike for healthcare 



Oakland, Cal. — On Oct. 12-14, nurses at Oakland's 
Children 's Hospital staged a three-day strike over the 
proposed takebacks in their healthcare benefits. Prac- 
tically all the nurses (95%) walked out. Here is what 
some said: 

Martha: I've worked at Children's Hospital, Oak- 
land, for 24 years and we always had a choice of two 
plans, Kaiser HMO or Preferred Provider Organization 
(PPO) that allows us to bring our families, especially 
our children, to this hospital to be treated. Currently 
neither has a monthly cost to it. We proposed accepting 
a one-year wage freeze, which would save the hospital 
millions, if we could maintain our healthcare benefits. 
So far they haven't responded. 

ALWAYS A STRUGGLE FOR IMPROVEMENTS 

Many employers are attempting to take advantage 
of the economic crisis and push reductions in wages and 
benefits for their employees. The only appropriate thing 
is to fight back, as the workers at Castlewood are doing, 
as well as the hotel workers in San Francisco right now. 
We have not been in any negotiations over the last 28 
years when Children's hasn't cried poverty, when we 
haven't had to struggle for improvements in patient 
care and in our contract standards. 

The solution for us here is the union movement. 
The California Nurses Association (CNA) managed to 
raise the standard for patient care, which is our num- 
ber one issue. Workers should control the work. That's 
what unions are about. Working together collectively 
we can make a difference. 

Young male nurse: I am a new nurse. I've had 
the benefit of all the progress nurses made. There is not 
enough happening to push back. We are standing up for 
healthcare. Everyone needs medical care. You should 
not have to worry about access to it, nor have to budget 
for it. It should be available to everyone. 

Anna: One thing that is especially poignant with 
me is that the hospital is trying to herd us all to have 
our children seen at Kaiser. As a nurse who worked 
here for 10 years, gave my heart and soul to it, I want 
my babies to be seen here, where I work. 

Children's is at the bottom of wages and benefits 
as well as training in the Bay Area. We were actually 
told that we get "psychic benefits" by helping the under- 
served. I agree with it to some extent, but "psychic ben- 
efits" don't pay rent and don't put food on my family's 
table. The same thing happens to teachers, too. They 
get low pay and benefits because they want to do a good 
job for the children regardless of pay. We are fighting 
for them too. 

WE ARE SAYING: 'ENOUGH'! 

Susan: Nurses got ratio laws passed, which con- 
trol the number of patients that a nurse has to care 
for. That is really significant, not just in terms of our 
work-load, but the patients' care. A lot of our negotia- 
tions have revolved around that. But this strike came 
down to our healthcare coverage. We are all strong 
proponents of single payer, which would change health- 
care for the whole country. But in the meantime, most 
people get their healthcare through their employer, and 
because we are a stronger union, a lot of other work- 
ers' benefits are tied to our benefits. Some of us nurses 
could afford to pay more for healthcare, but we know 
that none of the housekeepers can. Even the residents 
settled on everything except healthcare, and agreed to 
take whatever we get. 

Training is another huge issue for us. We have to 
fight to get it. Floating, for example. If the census is 
down in the nursery where I work, but high in some 
other part of the hospital, I may be sent to work on the 
post-surgical floor, working with 10- or 12-year-olds, 
who have different ways of taking medications, differ- 
ent chartings and different diseases. I understand the 
need for that, but give me some training! 

It goes beyond that. They say, "Everyone is getting 
healthcare benefits cuts. What makes you different?" 
My answer is, somebody needs to stop it. Somebody 
needs to say "No!" And if it is not healthcare workers 
who do this, who is it going to be? If we accept the take- 
back, that is more fuel for other employers to force their 
workers to take it. Somebody needs to say "enough" and 
to turn it around. So that is what we are trying to do. 
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Superheroes in Honeywell lockout secret uaw-gm deal 


Metropolis, III. — As you approach the tiny town of 
Metropolis, as far as 25 miles out you begin to see the 
lawn signs declaring "Proud Supporter of 
USW Local 7-669." 

Metropolis is known as the place with 
the larger-than-life Superman statue out- 
side city hall. But the over 6,000 residents 
know their town should be more famous 
for the Honeywell plant — the only urani- 
um conversion plant in the U.S. 

The milled uranium product known as 
yellow cake that comes from the mines is 
transformed at Honeywell into UF6 gas, a 
fuel used to power nuclear power plants, 
in a four-step process that involves some 
of the most dangerous chemicals known 
to man. Thus it is not surprising that 42 
workers have died of various cancers and 
another 27 have contracted cancer in re- 
cent years. A few workers have received se- 
vere hydrofluoric acid (HF) burns. Honey- 
well denies any connection between their 
production process and workers' ailments. 

During contract negotiations that be- 
gan last spring, workers sensed that Honeywell wanted 
a strike. Honeywell's final offer asked workers to ac- 
cept a practical elimination of the seniority system, the 
right to contract out jobs and replacement of the pen- 
sion plan with a lump sum payment plan. 

Most concerning was the demand to substantially 
increase workers' healthcare premiums, co-pays, and 
deductibles by thousands of dollars annually and the 
complete elimination of retirement healthcare. 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


continued from p. 1 

amounts to about $2,000 per vote. That cost is our cost. 
Our shop brings SEIU $40 million in dues per year. It is 
an abomination that our money was used to defeat us. 

SEIU even outsourced much of the campaign to 
out-of-state organizers, using robo-calls and other ha- 
rassment techniques perfected in its hostile takeovers 
of competing unions. 

Union business agents consider our shop a cash 
cow. It is hard to distinguish between the SEIU and 
"revenue-enhancement" drives of management. The 
LMP removed quality care as a union issue, which had 
been an obstacle to Kaiser's "revenue enhancement" 
as the top priority. Management payback was to help 
SEIU in this election. 

Now it's difficult to distinguish SEIU tactics from 
standard corporate tactics to intimidate and instill fear 
during organizing campaigns. It was willing to break 
any law and use intimidation, all to convince workers 
that the power was against them and that they could 
not succeed. It even fired hundreds of its own dissent- 
ing shop stewards. This, as any organizer can tell you, 
is what management does all the time. This time man- 
agement was SEIU. 

Countless SEIU leaflets contained propaganda dis- 
information which claimed that a vote for NUHW was 
a vote which "puts at risk" all the "hard-won gains" in 
the current contract. Kaiser already had denied con- 
tractual raises to nurses in southern California who 
voted for NUHW. 

The message was clear: Wages guaranteed by 
the contract, bonuses and even job security were 
put at risk by voting for NUHW. This was followed 
by the clincher — "And who can afford that in this 
kind of economy?" 

The phrase "in this kind of economy" was constant- 
ly repeated by SEIU during the campaign, and Kaiser 
backed them up with a threat to take away the minus- 
cule raises guaranteed in our existing contract as well, 
in clear violation of federal law. 

SEIU also got to "organize" other shops by making 
sweetheart deals with sweatshop employers. For SEIU 
"this kind of economy" is an opportunity to organize for 
the benefit of capitalists and promote their bottom line. 

As one rank-and-filer said: "I hear people say, Be 
thankful you have a job. That is such a 'lie down and let 
management walk all over you' copout!... The sad thing 
about this situation is that SEIU upper echelon and 
management have become very intimate over the years 
and SEIU has lost its focus on caring for its members.... 
Kaiser profited over $2 billion last year and they still 
'had' to lay off employees. 

"How can SEIU sit back and let this happen? 
Because they are just as sleazy as the manage- 
ment they are pretending to oppose." 

Business unions approach union organizing just 
like any other kind of business, looking at the bottom 
line, our job security be damned. That's why, though 
SEIU received 18,000 votes in this election, 27,000 of 
us did not vote for SEIU; 16,000 did not vote for either 
SEIU or NUHW, both of which support the existing 
LMP. Now is the time for us workers to think about or- 
ganization in a totally new way. 



When the union announced their willingness to 
continue to report for work past their contract expira- 
tion date in the hopes of reaching a settle- 
ment, the company seemed frustrated. On 
June 28 the company locked out its union 
workforce. 

Honeywell brought in replacement 
workers weeks before the lockout. Given 
fears that scab workers would not be wel- 
come in town, they are housed 40 miles 
away in what union workers call "scab city." 

But because the scabs lacked the train- 
ing necessary to operate a nuclear fuel 
processing plant safely, the Nuclear Regu- 
latory Commission (NRC) prevented the 
company from performing the final two 
steps of the production process. Honeywell 
couldn't produce a saleable product. 

It was hard for Local 7-669 to under- 
stand why the company was willing to go 
to such expense in carrying out the lockout. 
But then they discovered a " force majeure" 
clause in the company's contracts with their 
customers, which provided that a strike or 
lockout could allow Honeywell to break those contracts. 

The company was locked in at a price of $5 to $6 
per kilogram of UF6, while the current market price for 
UF6 is closer to $11 or $12. Could Honeywell be using 
the lockout to command a higher price? 

Meanwhile, the toxic substances processed at Hon- 
eywell are a danger not only to Honeywell's workforce, 
but to the entire town and region. Once in the 1960s 
and again in December 2003 there have been accidental 
releases of HF at the plant. In the 2003 incident, 75 
homes had to be evacuated. 

On Sept. 5, with NRC’s okay, the company at- 
tempted to resume full production. But that same 
afternoon a loud boom was heard for miles. NRC 
officials confirmed what the workers expected — 
that in bringing the plant back on line, the com- 
pany had blown up one of the fluorine scrubbers. 

Local 7-669 was preparing for a labor action for 
months prior to the lockout. A key element was the 
creation of Contract Action Teams. They also stocked a 
food pantry, school supplies and baby care items. These 
preparations sent a message to management that the 
local was not going to give up without a fight. 

Management began plant distributions of a leaflet 
titled "Just the Facts." Immediately the union coun- 
tered with "Just Some More Facts," styled to be nearly 
identical to the company flyers, but demolishing their 
arguments. 

Honeywell sent a mailing to employees' families ar- 
guing that union members needed to make concessions 
or lose their jobs. The union mailed out the actual con- 
tract proposal that explained why they could not accept 
the contract. 

In the past, the negotiating committee worked 
largely behind closed doors, only consulting with 
the members when they reached an agreement 
with management. According to a worker, 'Now 
everything is done out in the open." That has 
been a key element of their strong solidarity. 

The workers seem convinced that, given the unique- 
ness of their specialized skills, the company will find it 
impossible to replace them permanently. And federal 
labor law forbids permanent replacements in the case 
of a lockout. 

But as the conflict wears on, the company is slowly 
bringing production back on line. As of Sept. 10, Hon- 
eywell had restarted production with the NRC's bless- 
ing. In the meantime, the well-being and perhaps the 
continued existence of a small Illinois town on the Ohio 
River are endangered. 

— Jerry Mead-Lucero 


Detroit — More than 100 UAW workers from Michi- 
gan, Ohio and Indiana picketed the UAW headquarters 
here Oct. 16 to protest a two-tier wage agreement made 
secretly by UAW leaders with General Motors (GM). It 
would permit GM to pay 40% of the workers about $14 
an hour, half the regular $28 an hour. Workers feared 
this would set a precedent for future concessions. 

The plant in Orion Township, 30 miles north of De- 
troit, is to produce a subcompact car. GM claims that 
subcompact cars cannot be profitably produced if work- 
ers receive $28 an hour. There are 1,100 workers in- 
volved, and both retirements and transfers are involved. 

GM executives stated that they aim to have all 
Orion plant workers making $14 an hour by offering 
sweetened incentives for Orion workers to retire, and 
by offering transfers for other tier-one workers to a 
Lordstown, Ohio, GM plant. GM will not allow any new 
Orion workers to receive the regular rate. 

UAW President Bob King said the two-tier agree- 
ment at Orion only applied to subcompact production 
workers. But he added that other plants would get the 
same agreement if they introduced subcompact cars. 
RANK AND FILE'S FEARS CONFIRMED 

This confirms the fears of rank-and-file workers 
about the expansion of secret two-tier wage agree- 
ments. They know of the recent UAW effort at an In- 
dianapolis plant to implement a two-tier plan that the 
workers had voted down. 

At the Orion plant the workers did not have a vote. 
The UAW bureaucracy learned from the Indianapolis 
experience, so the UAW leaders and GM simply im- 
posed the secret agreement. 

There are many troubling indications from King 
about his attitude to contract negotiations next year be- 
tween the UAW and the auto companies. Rank-and-file 
autoworkers have long known that their so-called lead- 
ers are working hand-in-hand with the auto companies, 
reflected in the repeated leadership expressions of the 
need for cooperation with management and that "we're 
all in the same boat." 

The workers know better. Their working circum- 
stances will certainly shorten their lives. In the past 
older workers could move to less demanding jobs. Now 
they work under unbearable conditions to force them to 
retire so the companies can hire new workers at the low- 
er second-tier wage negotiated over workers' opposition. 
KING'S TRANSFORMATION INTO OPPOSITE 

King has also indicated that pattern bargaining, 
where the same national contract would apply to all au- 
toworkers and companies, is a thing of the past. More- 
over, the UAW is now part owner of GM and Chrysler. 
Both companies are involved in payments to the UAW 
trust fund to finance autoworkers' healthcare, which is 
certain to influence all future negotiations. 

King revealed in a recent newspaper interview 
how much he has moved into management's corner: 
"Overall, we are not going to put one company to the 
disadvantage over the other companies... Job security, 
getting investment in our facilities, pushing forward on 
the newest technology — all of those things are impor- 
tant... We are constantly working together to improve 
quality and productivity to make sure that they stay 
competitive. So that is how we will be doing the 2011 
negotiations." 

The transformation into opposite is complete. King, 
who started out as a militant rank-and-file fighter at 
Ford Motor Company, is now the articulate mouthpiece 
whose task is to convince the workers that the longtime 
goals of management for greater productivity — which 
means more layoffs, more speed-up, more robotic pro- 
duction, and obedience to management's demands for 
more profitability — are now his and must be goals of 
the workers too. This sets up inevitable confrontations 
between King and the autoworkers. — Andy Phillips 


French workers vs. state and union leaders 


continued from p. 1 

unions, who were delegitimized as responsible "social 
partners" unable to control their troops. 

Similar mass struggles are happening all over 
Europe, where the same neoliberal cutbacks are being 
imposed in the name of paying "the debt" created by 
bailing out the banks. Yet here again, the left politicians 
and union leaders, far from seeking strength through 
international solidarity, remain staunchly isolated 
within their national boundaries, despite the obvious 
fact that the European Union has created a common 
economic zone! But the unions and left parties depend 
for their "franchise" on the national state, which 
subsidizes them directly. 

One hopes the French people, who are always full 
of surprises, will find some way out of this impasse in 
which their "representatives" — the union leaders and 
the official left parties — are apparently their worst 

enemies. — Oct. 15, 2010 

• 

A week later, the biggest "surprise" is the entrance 
en masse of French youth, considered "apolitical," into 
the arena of the social struggle. All over France, high 
schools are being blocked by their students, while the 


presence of beautiful young faces is overwhelming in 
the huge nationwide street demonstrations that keep 
intensifying. 

This massive mobilization of French youth should 
not come as a surprise. Last year there were weeks of 
strikes and protests among high school and university 
students against education cutbacks, and in November 
2005 there was serious rioting among mostly French- 
Arab and French-African youth in the ghetto-like 
projects that surround Paris and other French cities. 

The second "surprise" since last week has been the 
mobilization of the truckers (mostly independent) and 
the refinery workers, which has resulted in gasoline 
shortages at service stations all over France and 
deliberate slowdowns ("snail actions") by trucks on the 
highways. This is all the more remarkable in that the 
French truckers, who can retire at 55 under a special 
dispensation, are striking purely out of solidarity. 

More and more, the movement is in the hands 
of local committees and worker assemblies, who vote 
to continue and expand the symbolic one-day strikes 
called by the cautious national union leaderships. 

— Richard Greeman, Oct. 21, 2010 
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Dialectics of revolution: American 
roots and world Humanist concepts 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor's note: For the centenary of Raya Dunayev- 
skaya 's birth, we present excerpts from her March 21, 
1985, lecture at the Archives of Labor and Urban Af- 
fairs, Wayne State University, Detroit, at the opening 
of a three-month exhibition of the Raya Dunayevskaya 
Collection (RDC). The concluding part appears here, 
continued from the September-October issue. The full 
lecture is included in the RDC, #8394. 

THE 1970S ALSO SAW the emergence of a new 
revolutionary force: Women's Liberation, which had 
grown from an idea whose time had come to become a 
Movement. Its uniqueness expressed itself in women's 
refusal to put off for "the day after the revolution" the 
questions they demanded answers to. The so-called 
Marxists at first would not even bother to listen to 
the women who proclaimed that "male chauvinism" 
was by no means restricted to 
capitalism. It not only appeared 
before capitalism, but is present 
right now and has reappeared 
after the revolution. It must be 
faced here and now. The women 
insisted that the Left must face 
the male chauvinism within that 
movement, and must recognize 
the need to grapple with this 
question before, during, in, and 
after the revolution. 

It became the impulse for 
the third major philosophic 
work, Rosa Luxemburg, 

Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution , which 
completed what we call the 
"trilogy of revolution." Here is 
how I therefore summarized 
today's Women's Liberationists' 
demands: 

"Don't tell us about discrimination everywhere else; 
and don't tell us it comes only from class oppression; 
look at yourselves. You will have to understand that 
our bodies belong to us and to no one else — and that 
includes lovers, husbands, and, yes, fathers. 

"Our bodies have heads, and they too belong to us 
and us alone. And while we are reclaiming our bodies 
and our heads, we will also reclaim the night. No one 
except ourselves, as women, will get our freedom for 
us. For that we need full autonomy." 

For me, it became necessary here to also focus 
on one of the inadequacies of the Women's Liberation 
Movement: its disregard of Rosa Luxemburg. Indeed, 
this was a stimulus for my new work, though my scope 
was by no means limited to unearthing Luxemburg's 
heretofore unknown feminist dimension. 

When I began my study, it was just on 
Luxemburg — and the intended climax was to have 
been the year 1910. This was the year when her flash 
of genius, in grappling with the new phenomenon of 
imperialism, resulted in her break with Karl Kautsky, 
the leader of the German Social Democracy. This was 
some four years before the outbreak of World War I 
and the Second International's betrayal. It was four 
years before any male Marxist, Lenin included, saw 
the coming betrayal. 

AND YET, SUDDENLY, even this seemed to 
me to be inadequate, because Luxemburg remained 
a member of the German Social Democracy as if her 
break with Kautsky was "personal." I felt the need for 
a decisive philosophic grappling, which I worked out as 
Part III of the so-called Luxemburg book: "Karl Marx: 
from Critic of Hegel to Author of Capital and Theorist 
of Revolution in Permanence." 

In a word, though she was way ahead of any great 
male revolutionary leader in exposing Kautsky' s 
opportunism and his quiescence toward the growth of 
imperialism, her methodology of analyzing imperialism 
and her critique of Marx's Accumulation of Capital 
had to be characterized as a half-way dialectic. That is 
to say, though she was an unflinching fighter against 
imperialism and the Social Democracy's opportunism, 
she nevertheless refused to consider "nationalism" as 
subject, as a new revolutionary force. 

As against such a half-way dialectic, Marx's 
multilinearism of human development, of paths to 
revolution, as they related to so-called backward 
countries, to Women's Liberation, and to nationalist 
opposition — all made me question not only Luxemburg 
but all post-Marx Marxists, beginning with Frederick 
Engels, whose unilinearism permeated the whole 
German Social Democracy. Post-Marx Marxism, to 
me, became a pejorative. 

Engels's unilinearism was glaringly revealed 
in the very first work he wrote after the death of 
Marx — Origin of the Family, Private Property and 
the State. Engels claimed it was a "bequest" of Marx, 
but it expressed anything but Marx's view either on 
the Man/Woman relationship or on the relationship 


between advanced and backward societies. Nor was 
there any similarity between Engels's view of primitive 
communism and Marx's. 

FOR A MOMENT, LET US now turn away from 
all these philosophic-sociological-political-economic 
developments, to a story from my personal life. The 
incident I'm diverting to happened when I was 13 years 
old and had been but a single year in the U.S. I was 
leading a strike against the school principal. Her name 
I still remember — Tobin. And she exacted corporal 
punishment for so little an infraction as coming five 
minutes late. Also, she forced all to memorize Shylock's 
speech, where he demands his pound of flesh. (I am 
telling this story with hindsight, of course, but my 
memory was refreshed by the Chicago Tribune story 
of that day, which had carried a sensational article and 
picture of the strike.) 

I am doing so to illustrate the difference between 
an idea in embryo and in full 
development; between process 
and result, as well as the whole 
question of a child's perception, 
when great revolutions occur and 
for how long these impressions 
last. 

The story took place in 1924 
in the Cregier public school in 
a Chicago ghetto. I credited my 
supposed bravery to the Russian 
Revolution of November 1917, 
which had burst upon the scene 
six years previously and had left 
an indelible impression on me of 
great doings, like equality and 
comradeship. I was an illiterate 
child then, living in the Ukraine, 
who had refused, two years 
previous to 1917, to engage in 
khabar (bribery) in order to be among the one percent 
of Jews who gained the "privilege" of being able to sit in 
the back of the school room. 

NOW LOOK AT AN altogether different historic 
period, a different life, and there, too, we will see what 
a child's perception is, when born during great turning 
points in history. 

When I returned to the U.S. from being with Trotsky 
in exile in 1938, the one who made a great impression on 
me was the famous French syndicalist Alfred Rosmer. 
In 1919, he had switched to communism, and then, in 
1937-38, had become head of the 
International Committee for the 
Defense of Leon Trotsky. He was 
returning to France via New 
York and I thought I would show 
off its beauties by taking him on 
a ferry ride to Staten Island. 

As we reached Staten 
Island, Rosmer said: "Oh, 
yes, I know, I was born here." 

Naturally, I thought he was 
pulling my leg, but no, he was 
serious and proceeded to prove 
it by telling me the story of his 
early life. It turned out that his 
parents were Paris Communards 
from 1871, who, after its defeat, 
escaped to the U.S. His mother 
was pregnant and gave birth to 
him on Staten Island. He simply 
was never interested in claiming 
American citizenship. France 
and the Paris Commune never 
left his memory, not because 
he was there, but because of all 
the stories he heard from his 
parents. 

This only released in my mind still another 
remembrance — this time from when I was 15 years 
old, and Eugene V. Debs was making his very last 
appearance at Ashland Auditorium in Chicago. It was 
1925. He was so eloquent a speaker that he made you 
feel the presence of any person he mentioned in his life. 
He was very proud of the fact that he had known the 
great Abolitionist, Wendell Phillips. It was Wendell 
Phillips who, after the Civil War, made a transition 
from Abolitionism to Socialism. It is he who had said: 
"Scratch a New Yorker and you'll find a Communard." 

Two points are involved in this remembrance of 
things past: One is that embedded in embryo in the past 
is the presence of the next step, whether or not one is 
fully conscious of it. Two is that presence of the future 
inherent in the "here and now" characterizes also the 
first instinctual reaction which is philosophically called 
"first negation." What makes you move to the second 
negation creates a new humus for future development. 

Marx's magnificent, original, historic unchaining 
of the dialectic was the creation of such a new humus. 
This unchaining began, of course, with his refusal 


to consider that Hegel's Notion was related only to 
thought. 

ONCE MARX DISCOVERED A NEW continent 
of thought and of revolution , the task he assigned to 
himself was that of uniting Philosophy and Reality. The 
proof of that unity came from uncovering the hidden 
Subject — the driving forces of the revolutions-to-be — 
the Proletariat — and at the same time focusing on the 
Man/Woman relationship, as alienated and alienating, 
which must be totally uprooted as the way to full human 
relationships. 

Marx had rejected Feuerbachian abstract 
materialism, not alone because it failed to see the social 
relationship. He opposed Feuerbach as well for rejecting 
the revolutionary Hegelian principle of "negation of 
the negation," a principle Marx cited again even in his 
technical Mathematical Manuscripts of 1881-82. 

Instead, his concept of revolution-in-permanence 
contended that only after the historic transcendence by 
the revolutionary overthrow of capitalism would there 
first begin the development of a new human society and 
a new Man/Woman relationship. 

Now listen to Marx in his last decade, writing on 
his relationship to Hegel — which he left with his papers 
for Engels for Volume II of Capital , but which Engels 
left out: 

"My relationship with Hegel is very simple. I am 
a disciple of Hegel, and the presumptuous chattering 
of the epigones who think they have buried this great 
thinker appear frankly ridiculous to me. Nevertheless, 
I have taken the liberty of adopting... a critical attitude, 
disencumbering his dialectic of its mysticism and thus 
putting it through a profound change...." 

BETWEEN MARX AND OUR AGE only Lenin 
seriously returned to Marx's roots in Hegel. But while 
Lenin commented profoundly and brilliantly on the 
whole of Science of Logic — including the Doctrine of 
the Notion, where he embraced and concretized Hegel's 
principle that "Cognition not only reflects the world, but 
creates it" — he nevertheless concretized only the single 
dialectical principle of transformation into opposite; of 
every unit containing its opposite within itself. 

Unfortunately, other questions, especially the 
one on Organization, Lenin left untouched within the 
vanguardist confines of his 1902-03 What Is to Be Done? 

Our age has focused on the dialectics of revolution 
as the determinant. Nothing, including Organization, 
the Party, can find any escape route from that 
determinant. Even the Absolute Method itself is but 
the road to the Absolute Idea, Absolute Mind. When the 
Self-Thinking Idea comes with the 
Self-Bringing Forth of Freedom, we 
will have actual total freedom. 

Though I have but a few 
moments before concluding, I do 
wish to give you a brief view of 
my new book, Women's Liberation 
and the Dialectics of Revolution: 
Reaching for the Future. 

The first thing I noticed in 
rereading that 35-year compilation 
of articles — with a focus on a single 
revolutionary force as Reason, 
Women's Liberation — is that 
the Dialectics of Revolution is 
characteristic of all the four forces 
we singled out in the U.S. — Labor, 
Black, Youth, as well as Women. 
All are moments of revolution , and 
nobody can know before the event 
itself who will be the one in the 
concrete, particular revolution. 

THIS DETERMINED MY 
1985 Introduction and Overview to 
the new book, which culminated in 
what we call the "Trail to the 1980s." 
In a word, no matter who the specific revolutionary 
force turns out to be — Labor, Black, Youth, Women — 
the whole truth is in the dual rhythm of any revolution: 
the overthrow of the old society and the creation of new 
human relations. It requires the spelling out of that 
dialectic in its totality with every individual subject. 

This is true not just as a summation, but rather as 
a new beginning. Just as Marx's concept of "revolution 
in permanence" made it clear that the revolution does 
not end with the overthrow of the old but must continue 
to the new, so you begin to feel this presence of the 
future in the present. This is the time when every man, 
woman and child feels this newness precisely because it 
is now rooted in such new beginning. 

And here is how I'm ending my new, fourth book: 

"With Marx's first founding of his new continent of 
thought and of revolution, he wrote: 'To have one basis 
for life and another for science is a priori a lie.' The 
truth of his statement has never been more immediate 
and urgent than in our nuclear world, over which hangs 
the threat to the very survival of civilization as we have 
known it." 




One of the display panels from the Centenary meeting 
at the Archives in Detroit, Sept. 18, 2010. 
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Dunayevskaya's place in the history of the Left 


by Kevin Michaels 

Raya Dunayevskaya deserves a prominent place in 
the historical self-understanding of the U.S. Left. She 
was acknowledged in her lifetime not only as a leader in 
theory by working-class militants like Charles Denby, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker s Journal, 
autoworker and thinker Felix Martin, and the Scottish 
Marxist-Humanist Harry McShane, but also as a seri- 
ous contributor to the interpretation of Hegelian phi- 
losophy by scholars like Louis Dupre and A.V. Miller. 
She has, however, not yet been accorded the rightful 
position her sixty-plus years as an activist and think- 
er in the revolutionary movement entitle her. In large 
part she has been relegated to a subordinate position 
in what can be called "C.L.R. James studies," stemming 
from her intense collaboration with James and Grace 
Lee in the remarkable period from 1941 to 1955. 

A much-needed new and profound encounter with 
the life and work of Raya Dunayevskaya will, how- 
ever, not be simply an exercise in revising the history 
of American radicalism, but will be a contribution to- 
wards overcoming false antinomies that continue to 
impede the development of both practical and theoreti- 
cal challenges to the domination of capitalism and the 
thinking that helps perpetuate it. Categories tradition- 
ally coupled in opposition, such as "Old Left" vs. "New 
Left," class vs. race, class vs. gender, and spontaneity 
vs. organization, will appear in a new light when exam- 
ined in the context of Dunayevskaya's work. The cen- 
tenary of her birth presents us with an opportunity to 
begin that encounter. 

A LIFETIME OF DOING AND THINKING 

Dunayevskaya's lifetime of work commenced in the 
early 1920s in the ranks of the then still-revolutionary 
Communist Party, at that time called the Workers 
Party of America. She participated in the work of the 
American 
Negro Labor 
Congress, 
which was 
forged in 
the effort to 
include Afri- 
can-Ameri- 
can workers 
in the in- 
ternational 
revolution- 
ary wave 
that began 
in Russia in 
early 1917. 

She contrib- 
uted to the organization's paper, the Negro Champion, 
which was edited by Lovett Fort-Whiteman. 

Dunayevskaya can legitimately be considered to 
be among the first of the American Trotskyists, hav- 
ing been expelled from the youth section of the Work- 
ers Party for defending Trotsky in 1928, even before an 
explicitly Trotskyist organization had come into being. 

Dunayevskaya participated in many of the his- 
toric struggles of the Great Depression, including the 
defense campaign for imprisoned labor leader Tom 
Mooney, the 1934 San Francisco general strike, and 
solidarity efforts for the striking Arkansas sharecrop- 
pers of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union. She was 
also in the thick of the Trotskyist movement and served 
in one of the most important positions in the Left Op- 
position, that of Russian language secretary to Trotsky 
in exile in Coyoacan, Mexico, in 1937. She was present 
at the historic commission of inquiry held there in April 
of that year, which was chaired by philosopher John 
Dewey for the purpose of allowing Trotsky to publicly 
respond to the mountain of charges made against him 
in the Moscow trials of 1936. 

The dramatic world events of the late 1930s pre- 
sented revolutionaries with enormous challenges, and 
Dunayevskaya was among the few to rise to the occa- 
sion. The Fourth International was thrown into theo- 
retical disarray over the class analysis of the USSR and 
the signing in 1939 of the Hitler-Stalin pact. Dunayevs- 
kaya developed an analysis of the USSR as a moment 
in the development of world capitalism since the great 
crisis that began in 1929. It represented an extreme 
form of tendencies toward centralization residing deep 
within the logic of capitalism itself. But the fact that 
capital had been centralized into the hands of the state 
did not mean that capitalism itself had been overcome. 

The analysis of state-capitalism developed by Du- 
nayevskaya, C.L.R. James, and Grace Lee (the John- 
son-Forest Tendency), was distinguished by its firm 
foundation in Marx's analysis of the categories of capi- 
tal, unlike the analyses of bureaucratic collectivism 
tendered by Max Shachtman and Joseph Carter of the 
Workers Party, and the degenerated workers' state po- 
sition of orthodox Trotskyists James P. Cannon and Er- 
nest Mandel, then known by his pseudonym Germain. 

This strong foundation in Marx's critique — in both 
the Capital and the then almost unknown Economic 
and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 — led Dunayevs- 


kaya to an encounter with the dialectical philosophy of 
Hegel, through a close reading of Lenin's own profound 
engagement with Hegel's Science of Logic in 1914. The 
course of this work, begun in 1949, culminated in 1953 
in what she considered to be her "philosophic moment," 
two letters written in May of that year which contained 
a striking interpretation of Hegel's Absolutes of Idea 
and Spirit. This contribution, although made in the 
context of the 
collective 
theoretical 
work of the 
Johnson-For- 
est Tendency, 
contributed 
to the erup- 
tion of sharp 
philosophical 

differences between Dunayevskaya, on one hand, and 
James and Lee on the other. The group, at that time 
called Correspondence Committees, split in 1955 and 
Dunayevskaya and her co-thinkers founded News and 
Letters Committees. She began developing what she 
called Marxist-Humanism, in advance of the consolida- 
tion of the Marxist Humanist thinkers of Central and 
Eastern Europe. Her first major published work, Marx- 
ism and Freedom, appeared not long after the Hungar- 
ian Revolution erupted, which definitively confirmed 
the analysis of creative mass revolt on both sides of the 
Iron Curtain that she had been developing since the 
death of Stalin and the revolt of the East German work- 
ers in 1953. 

Dunayevskaya knew and corresponded with a wide 
array of important cultural and political figures of the 
Left. Even a small sampling of the variety of her cor- 
respondents may surprise those who wish to limit her 
to a small corner of the Trotskyist movement. Many of 
the letters she exchanged during her life 
are available in her archives, on deposit at 
the Reuther Library at Wayne State Uni- 
versity and in microfilm as The Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. The Irish- American 
novelist and literary critic James T. Farrell 
took her class analysis of the USSR seri- 
ously and wrote her at least two long let- 
ters in 1946 discussing her theory. The art 
historian, critic and independent Marxist 
Meyer Schapiro and his wife Lillian were 
friends, and Schapiro contributed a serious 
comment in 1956 on the draft of Marxism 
and Freedom. Joseph Buttinger, the emi- 
gre Austrian socialist and co-founder of the 
journal Dissent, was a frequent and long- 
term correspondent. Her international cor- 
respondents included William Dixon Colley, a pioneer- 
ing journalist in post-independence Gambia who edited 
a newspaper called The Nation', Jean Malaquais, novel- 
ist and author of World Without Visa; and Silvio Fron- 
dizi, an Argentinian lawyer, author, and revolutionary 
who was murdered in the wave of political repression 
during the Isabel Peron years. 

In short, she was someone who was seriously in- 
terested in radical ideas. Those who were open to such 
ideas recognized the fact and acknowledged her contri- 
bution. 

OLD ANTINOMIES: RACE, CLASS, PHILOSOPHY 

One area of the U.S. Left's interpretation of its 
history that is in need of an encounter with Dunayevs- 
kaya's contribution is the relationship of the Left to the 
African-American struggle against racism. There is a 
strong school of historical writing 
since the early 1980s that seeks to 
rehabilitate the role of the Com- 
munist Party in this area. Histori- 
ans such as Theodore Draper had 
established the standard (and not 
inaccurate) interpretation of the 
Communist Party as totally be- 
holden to the political line dictated 
by Moscow and willing to sacrifice 
the particular interests of African 
Americans (for example, the CP's 
lukewarm support for, then total 
opposition to, the March on Wash- 
ington Movement organized by 
A. Philip Randolph). In reaction, 
writers like Maurice Isserman 
( Which Side Were You On?: The 
American Communist Party Dur- 
ing the Second World War, 1982) 
and Mark Naison ( Communists 
in Harlem During the Great Depression, 1983) seek to 
argue that the CP played a nuanced and positive role. 

While the writings of C.L.R. James on the African- 
American struggle during the 1940s are widely (and de- 
servingly) acknowledged, it is far less known that Du- 
nayevskaya worked and wrote extensively in this area 
during the same period. In fact, she served as the John- 
son-Forest Tendency's spokesperson in organizational 
debates on the official Workers Party line on the race 


question. Since Dunayevskaya was a critic both of the 
Stalinists' limiting of the African-American movement 
and the Trotskyists' underemphasis of it, new insights 
into this subject stand to be gained that can widen our 
understanding beyond that of the "traditionalist" and 
"revisionist" schools of thought. 

A further area of needed recognition of Dunayevs- 
kaya's contribution is the course of the history and de- 
velopment of the twentieth century U.S. 
Left itself. The history of the American 
Left is often interpreted as divided into the 
class-centered Old Left, which spanned the 
period from the rise of the socialist move- 
ment in the late nineteenth century to the 
repression of the McCarthy era, and the 
more diverse New Left, which, inspired 
by the Civil Rights Movement, emerged 
in the early 1960s and paved the way for 
the Women's Liberation Movement, the Gay Liberation 
Movement, and the identity politics of the 1980s. An 
examination of Dunayevskaya's work will reveal that 
this interpretation is inadequate. 

Having grown up in the organizations of the Old 
Left, Dunayevskaya saw first-hand the extreme limita- 
tions of the movement's tendency towards an exclusive- 
ly class-centered focus, whether it was the legacy of the 
conservative approach to the race question (that social- 
ism had nothing to offer African-Americans outside of 
the question of class), or the perpetuation of the sexism 
of capitalist society within the theory and practice of 
the movement itself. 

The Old Left by and large did not distinguish itself 
by an interest in philosophy. One of the great contribu- 
tions of the Johnson-Forest Tendency was its pursuit of 
the philosophical currents of Marxism within the con- 
text of the U.S. revolutionary movement. This immer- 
sion in dialectical philosophy enabled Dunayevskaya to 
find a way to theoretically overcome false oppositions 
such as class vs. race and class vs. gender that had bur- 
dened the movement for so long and were preventing it 
from confronting the challenges of the post-war world. 

This is how I interpret the moving passage in her 
philosophical letter to Grace Lee of May 12, 1953, in 
which she enthusiastically comments on the paragraph 
in the final chapter of Hegel's Science of Logic where 
he uses the phrase "personal and free" to describe the 
human being. The individual, with all of his or her com- 
plexities and needs, is now formally recognized as being 
at the center of the struggle against the deformations 
of capitalism. No longer can the individual be totally 
subsumed into just one oppressive aspect of capitalist 
society. 

This philosophical insight, along with the others 
she made in the letter and the even more profound 
one that followed on May 20, 1953, positioned her to 
move forward into the challenges of the time, at a time 
when her co-thinkers James and Lee were distancing 
themselves from philosophy. Dunayevskaya was theo- 
retically prepared to recognize the emergence of new 
forms of revolt against oppression and comprehend 
them within the context of capitalism, without denying 
their particularities, a task in which she immersed her- 
self until her death in 1987. This accomplishment does 
not fit neatly into the common distinction between Old 
and New Left and calls for a thorough reexamination of 
these categories that can potentially benefit us today. 

It would be difficult to find a figure in the history 
of the U.S. Left who contributed as much of substance 
as Raya Dunayevskaya did during her lifetime. Her 
co-thinkers of the period 1941-1955, C.L.R. James and 

Grace Lee Boggs, currently 
have a higher profile in the 
writings and discussions 
of the Left than she does. 
While Dunayevskaya's im- 
portance is by no means un- 
acknowledged, we still have 
a long way to go before the 
depth and breadth of her 
intellectual work is recog- 
nized. 

The feminist and radi- 
cal writer Meridel Le Sueur, 
whose work of the 1930s and 
1940s was rediscovered by 
the women's movement of 
the 1970s, wrote in a mov- 
ing letter of appreciation for 
Dunayevskaya's Rosa Lux- 
emburg, Women's Libera- 
tion, and Marx's Philosophy 
of Revolution, "Your contributions are so great, illumi- 
nating this memory comes up green like corn found in 
caves for a thousand years, moisture and heat and they 
make cob again." 

Given the coincidence today of a severe global eco- 
nomic crisis with an equally severe theoretical crisis of 
the Left, the time to reach a fuller understanding of 
her work — and the figurative regeneration Le Sueur 
depicts in her letter — has never been more urgent. 



Raya Dunayevskaya and Natalia Trtosky in Mexico, circa 1937. They 
stayed in touch even after Dunayevskaya broke with Leon Trotsky. 



The Power of Negativity 

by Raya 
Dunayevskaya 

"Dunayevskaya's varied 
attempts to explain the 
importance of Hegel's 
absolute idea and 
theory of negation for 
the traditions that 
followed, but also for 
the hoped-for revolution, 
are as clear and convincing as any I've seen 
from her pen. It's a truly impressive display, 
and one that will delight as well as instruct 
most readers. " 

— Bertell Oilman, New York University 
Order on page 7 
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FBI RAIDS— AN ATTACK ON ALL OF US 



On Sept. 24, teams of FBI agents 
from the "Joint Terrorism Task Force" 
served search warrants and grand jury 
subpoenas on anti-war and solidarity 

activists 
in Illinois 
and 
Minne- 
sota. This 
attack on 
the First 
Amend- 
ment 

rights of peaceful activists must be 
opposed and we should stand with them 
to protect those rights. Although News 
and Letters may have differences with 
some of the philosophy expressed by 
these groups, we consider that these 
Capitalist State actions represent a 
drive to intimidate all who would resist 
this criminal system. An injury to one is 
an injury to all. 

If any activists are confronted with 
this situation in the future, they should 
refuse to answer any questions and 
say that the agents must contact the 
person's lawyer and speak with him 
or her. Contact, if possible, your local 
chapter of the National Lawyers' Guild, 
or a competent local criminal defense 
attorney. 

Member of the National Lawyers' Guild 
New York City 

Editor's note: See our statement on 
the FBI raids on page 10. 

*** 

As African-American activists 
engaged in the many struggles for social 
and economic justice and human rights, 
we are outraged by the recent FBI raids 
on anti-war activists alleging they have 
connections to terrorism. We have seen 
these government attacks on African- 
American leaders and activists during 
the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s. Medgar 
Evers, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and members of the Black Panther 
Party, among others, were assassinated, 
jailed, beaten and driven into political 
exile for leading demonstrations and 
speaking out against racism, U.S. wars 
and other injustices. 

We are further outraged that 
these raids are happening under the 
Obama administration, as his election 
as the first Black president grew out 
of a history of massive protests against 
racism and unjust wars. 

We know that these attacks, while 
starting against anti-war activists, are 
aimed at all activists that organize 
against the many injustices caused 
by a system that places profits and 
domination over human needs. It is time 
for all struggles against injustice and for 
human rights, to close ranks against the 


NEW MUMIA ABU-JAMAL TRIAL? 

Oral arguments to determine 
whether Mumia Abu- Jamal will be 
granted a new trial based on the 
question of the death penalty or be 
put to death will be heard by the 
U.S. Court 
of Appeals 
for the Third 
Circuit. At 
2:00 PM on 
Nov. 9 in the 
Ceremonial 
Courtroom, 

U.S. 

Courthouse in 
Philadelphia, 

M u m i a ' s 
lawyers will 
finally and 
again be able to argue for a new trial. 
A new trial had once been granted 
but was later vacated by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, who ordered another 
review by the federal court. Mumia 
is a former member of MOVE and 
currently on death row for allegedly 
killing Philadelphia police officer 
Daniel Faulkner in 1981. 

Mobilization to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal 
Oakland, Cal. 


rapidly growing attack on all democratic 
rights, that is shaping the direction of 
U.S. society. They come for the anti-war 
activists today; and they will come for us 
tomorrow. 

Black Workers for Justice 
Rocky Mount, N.C. 


CAPITALISM AND ENVIRONMENT 

"BP's Gulf oil spill lays waste to 
workers, environment" by Franklin 
Dmitryev (July-Aug. 2010 N&L) puts 
to rest any questions concerning 
the relationship of workers and the 
environment vis-a-vis capitalist 
production. It clearly discloses the 
logic of how capital functions in an 
all-consuming way. At the root of 
capital's self-perpetuation is not only 
the inversion of dead over living labor 
but also the co-optation of words. No 
other word has been as greatly inverted 
as the word "development." In reality, 
there can be no development without its 
opposite aspect: destruction. Capitalist 
production entails destruction of both 
workers and the environment. 

Marxist-Humanism is the re- 
appropriation of critical words that 
capital has co-opted for its misuse. This 
is part of how philosophy is integral 
to theorizing a way forward, where 
the development of society is founded 
upon humanism inseparable from a 
harmonious relationship with nature. 

Faruq 

Del Norte County, Cal. 

*** 

The vast destruction caused by 
Pakistan's floods is no simple natural 
disaster. It concentrated several forces, 
from global warming amping up storms 
and increasing glacial melting, to 
Pakistani rulers focusing resources on 
militarization and repression rather 
than fortifying infrastructure to protect 
the people, to U.S. imperialism along 
with India and China using the country 
as a pawn in power games, to local 
and international Islamists making 
Pakistan a battleground in their drive 
for power. This nexus of forces shows 
how broken the global system is, and 
how the need to meet the challenge 
of global warming makes urgent the 
revolutionary establishment of society 
on totally new foundations. 

Franklin Dmitryev 
Chicago 


GAY RIGHTS 

It is no accident that New York Tea 
Party-blessed gubernatorial candidate 
Carl Paladino's anti-Gay speech came 
one day after news of the brutal attack on 
three people in the Bronx for being Gay. 
It shows the true violent, anti-human 
nature of the counter-revolutionary 
movement of which the Tea Party is a 
leading component. 

Alarmed 

Illinois 

I am proud that a major focus of 
this year's nationwide commemorations 
of National Coming Out Day was 
remembrances of the young people who 
have committed suicide, feeling hopeless 
because of anti-Gay bullying. May the 
remembrances of Aiyisha Hasaan, the 
most recent victim, Seth Walsh, and 
so many other youth move this entire 
country to help all GLBT youth to be 
comfortable with themselves and move 
about unafraid. Thank goodness for the 
portion of the press that has reported 
the unbelievable number of recent youth 
suicides and for people and groups 
who are organizing, reaching out to 
LGBT youth to let them know they're 
not alone: writer Dan Savage's "It Gets 
Better" YouTube project, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison's "Stop the Silence" 
anti-bullying project, and Parents, 
Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays (PFLAG) among them. 

Pansexual 

Chicago 


EDUCATION REFORM? 

As an early childhood development 
specialist, I thought "Waiting for 
Superman" was rightly criticized for 
being virulently anti-teacher-union. It is 
touted as a conversation starter, but it is 
the wrong conversation. It's great that 
the movie recognizes that good teachers 
are central to a child's learning. But to 
then infer that bad schools are caused by 
bad teachers is wrong. In the last frames 
of the movie we are told that too many 
people working on solutions to our bad 
schools (read: bad unions) are focused 
on taking care of adults. This sets up 
a false dichotomy. You can't have good 
education for children without taking 
care of the teachers. Adults and children 
in the school community must be 
thought of together or it will not work. 

Beth Sandner 
San Francisco Bay Area 

"Reform will continue," proclaimed 
Michelle Rhee, Chancellor of 
Washington, D.C., Public Schools, in her 
resignation statement Oct. 13. Voters 
in D.C. had ousted Mayor Adrian Fenty, 
sending a strong message that school 
reforms, necessary as they are, will 
not be imposed on the community, nor 
blamed on teachers and staff. 
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Obama administration philosophy. 
Teachers are evaluated on several 
excellent criteria, but 50% of the rating is 
based on how much "value" is "added" to 
the class's test scores while students are 
in that teacher's classroom. Only 10% of 
a teacher's evaluation is based on his or 
her relations with the parents and school 
community. In fact, the "values" should 
be reversed. Schools that are alienated 
from their communities cannot hope to 
nurture strong, confident students who 
can benefit from what good teachers 
provide. Competent, caring teachers do 
make a difference in student learning. 
But making teachers accountable for 
test scores is only an excuse to destroy 
teaching as a profession and to break 
the teachers' unions. Retired Teacher 

Detroit 


LABOR CLASH OVER QUALITY CARE 

Amidst all the dirty tricks played 
by Kaiser and SEIU during the recent 
union election, the California Nurses' 
Association (CNA) also made a corrupt 
deal with SEIU. In the middle of the 
election campaign, CNA signed a "non- 
aggression pact" with SEIU, much in 
the same way that Stern's SEIU made 
a backroom deal with Kaiser, forming 
their "Labor-Management Partnership" 
right in the middle of our rank-and-file 
strikes for quality care. In this general 
climate of cynicism, it is no wonder 
that younger workers have resorted to 
the attitude of "it's better to have no 
union than this kind of unionism." But 
that attitude is also part of this overall 
retrogression. Kaiser worker 

Oakland, Cal. 

I've been working as a National 
Union of Healthcare Workers (NUHW) 
field organizer. I see a disconnect 
between the ranks and the NUHW staff 
at staff meetings. I don't romanticize the 
leadership of NUHW. The real engines 
of this fight are the rank and file. 

From my experience I grew to have 
a lot of critiques of the role of unions 
in the class struggle. But I still feel 


passionately that rank-and-file workers 
are organizing for very good, concrete 
reasons. They are in a struggle with 
capital, and they understand that. 
Kaiser is always out to get the most out 
of their workers. The workers know that, 
even when their struggle is seized or 
contained by union leaders like NUHW's 
Sal Rosselli or SEIU's Andy Stern. 

Union Organizer 
Oakland, Cal. 

This fight between two unions, 
SEIU and NUHW, over representing 
healthcare workers is not just about the 
unions but emblematic of what's going 
on in the country. Kaiser is the longest 
running and most successful HMO in 
the world. Henry J. Kaiser's projects 
were funded by Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
But what we have now is the result of 
what the unions won. It's the legacy of 
the last Great Depression, not of Kaiser. 

Htun Lin 
California 


ISRAEL-PALESTINE 

Judaism teaches that all human 
life is sacred. A Jew is allowed to break 
almost any religious law to save a 
human life. Why, then, does the Israeli 
government not seem to care about the 
lives of Palestinian men, women and 
children? I believe it is fear and lack of 
following their own religious beliefs. The 
Israeli government is very right-wing 
politically and religiously. In the desire 
to protect all Jews and fulfill religious 
dreams of dwelling in all of the land, 
zealots ignore or perhaps do not believe 
in the sacredness of Palestinian lives. 

Gaza is a real tragedy. The Israeli 
government is practicing "collective 
punishment" — from using planes and 
tanks to not letting in adequate food, 
medicine and water. These actions are 
not moral, nor Jewish. As a Jewish 
Peace and Justice Activist of 50 years, 
I say step in and end the siege of Gaza! 

Mark 

Chicago 


MLK'S DREAM TODAY 

Aug. 28 there was a Peace, Jobs 
and Justice March for the anniversary 
of Martin Luther King, Jr.'s, "I Have a 
Dream" speech. There were 5,000 people 
there. It was sponsored by Jesse Jackson 
and Rainbow PUSH and Bob King, the 
new UAW President. It honored Dr. 
King in the right way, not like the Glenn 
Beck Tea Party rally in Washington. 

I went to a march in 1993 down 
Woodward Avenue, honoring Dr. King's 
first visit to Detroit in 1963, before his "I 
Have a Dream" speech. In 1993 100,000 
people marched down Woodward. I was 
sorry there were only 5,000 people at 
this year's march, but it honored the 
true meaning of Dr. King's speech. That 
there were only 5,000 shows how far the 
retrogression has taken over. Dan 

Detroit 


JUVENILE LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE 

A 14-year-old boy, Dakotah Eliason, 
was sentenced to Juvenile Life Without 
Parole in Berrien County, Mich., for 
the murder of his step-grandfather. He 
called the police on himself and threw 
himself on the tender mercies of Berrien 
County prosecutors (see www.4efren. 
com). Eliason was thrown into adult 
court. In Berrien County, prosecutors get 
their way with juries and judges. Please 
make a statement against Juvenile Life 
Without Parole. This sentence on a 
14-year-old is regressive and barbaric. 

January 

Chicago 
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TODAY'S CALL FORA 
'NEW HUMANISM 1 

John Alan's review of Philosophy 
and Revolution in the Sept. -Oct. 2010 
N&L is important for our day because of 
the two aspects it brought out. 

First is the African call for a 
new universal humanism based 
upon solidarity and 
cooperation "without 
any racial or cultural 
antagonism and 

without narrow 

egoism and privilege." 

Public acceptance of 
racism today is clearly 
exemplified in the opposition to Hispanic 
immigrants as well as to the building of 
an Islamic Center — and in the escalating 
violence being perpetrated on Muslims. 
The heightened racial tensions in the 
U.S. benefit ideologists of capital who 
seek to maintain the status-quo. 

Second is the inability of world 
economies to produce the necessary 
capital for the development of Africa. At 
the heart of the present economic crisis 
is the falling rate of profit, which makes 
expansive job creation an impossibility. 

It has been reported that 15 million 
people are unemployed in the U.S., and 
this will remain constant for at least a 
decade or more. The only way out of the 
misery of capital relations is to unite 
theory and practice in working out the 
development of a new society based 
upon uniquely humanist principles. 

Incarcerated Revolutionary 
California 


ON REVOLUTIONARY JOURNALISM 

The clear distinction between 
bourgeois and leftist journalism, and 
Marxist-Humanism's revolutionary 
journalism can be summed up in one 
word: humanism. The commonality 
between the bourgeois press and most 
leftist publications is the mistrust of the 
masses, which both claim to represent. 

The bourgeois press serves as the 
conveyor of capitalist interest that the 
masses should humbly adhere to. The 
leftist publications are primarily a 
means of disseminating their political 


line which they want the masses to 
follow. In both, the masses are reduced 
to objects — as opposed to being subjects, 
the actual creators of history. The 
projection of Marxist-Humanism via 
revolutionary journalism has human 
beings at its center. It's a philosophy 
that sees a single dialectic that emerges 
from thought and reality. 

Foremost, 
the paper's 
aim is to 
establish a new 
relationship 
between theory 
and practice, 
between an 
organization responsible for the ideas 
of Marxism and people struggling for 
freedom. This social practice evolved 
out of the necessity to break down 
capitalism's most monstrous division: 
the division between mental and 
manual labor. Creating a unique space 
for the reflections of various voices to 
be heard is the ground for establishing 
new relationships between theory and 
practice. The ideas of the masses are 
not devalued when juxtaposed with the 
ideas of revolutionary theorists. 

Prison journalist 
California 


A WORD ON UNEMPLOYMENT 

My job in publishing was eliminated 
today. With technological change and 
outsourcing, the capitalists decided they 
could not make sufficient profit from my 
labor. I join more than 30 million of my 
fellow workers in this ongoing crisis. We 
need a socialist revolution and we need 
it now!! Unemployed 

New York 


VOTING Itt. ACTION— A DIALOG 

Most people think capitalism is 
the only sustainable system. N&L's 
ideas are not gaining popularity. 
We had eight years of Republican 
right-wing rule, then saw the largest 
"bailout" ever for the capitalists, and 
the highest unemployment since the 


Great Depression. Yet the Republicans 
are making a comeback. Isn't that mind- 
boggling? Boggled 

Los Angeles 

Those who voted for Obama and 
for "change" are discouraged. It is 
shown by not bothering to vote. But 
not voting doesn't mean people are 
accepting capitalism. Voting never 
changed anything. Only action by 
masses of people is effective. We need 
to look lower and deeper. Workers know 
what a mess this society is. Whether 
factory or McDonald's workers, they 
know capitalism better than those who 
consider themselves in a different and 
special category. 

Retired union organizer 
Los Angeles 


VOICES FROM WITHIN THE WALLS 

There is nothing like N&L covering 
items pertinent to all, covered nowhere 
else. Marx was the quintessential 
Humanist, which is critical because 
we live in a time and place where de- 
humanizing 
is the order of 
the day. Raya 
Dunayevskaya 
was right on the 
money: "if you 
have a different 
principle for life 
and for science, 
you will be living 
a lie." 

There is but 
one ethical/moral/practical standard for 
life and science which is an integral part 
of life. It is necessary for the Left to put 
the hard fact of life and reality squarely 
in the face of Glenn Beck and associated 
right-wing nuts: the original apostles/ 
Christians were not socialists nor 
Marxists, but hard-core communists of 
a religious nature. (See St. Peter, Paul, 
John, Matthew, Luke, Mark and all the 
rest.) Should the far right-wing fanatics 
want to destroy communism, they are 
going to have to burn all the Bibles. 
That should do the trick. 

Prisoner 
Tennessee Colony, Texas 


I will be eternally grateful to N&L 
for the insightful perspective it gives 
me of events unpolluted with the bias 
associated with other so-called news 
outlets. Being one of the underclass, I 
know first hand the struggles of my class 
and the daily head wind that confronts 
us. The prison experience highlights 
the harshness of the struggles, on 
which N&L shines a bright light. It is 
invaluable to those of us behind the 
lines. Prisoner 

Crescent City, Cal. 

In Milwaukee, the area I'm from, 
unions show almost total regression. 
One union has folded at Allen-Bradley 
(Rockwell International). And the other, 
at Harley-Davidson, made several 
concessions from which they will never 
recover. I have been a prisoner for almost 
14 years, so there isn't much I can do but 
wince. Hopefully, more people will get to 
know Marxist-Humanism before it is too 
late. Prisoner 

Wisconsin 

I love to study about the struggles 
in this world. What was especially 
important in the July-August issue was 
the material calling for support of Oscar 
Grant and his family. In most California 
prisons, African Americans are treated 
as second and third class citizens. It is 
hard for us to reach out to people who 
can help us bring true problems to light. 

Prisoner 
Susanville, Cal 

I came to prison at a very young 
age, did not know how to read or write, 
came across a copy of N&L and started 
to learn how to read. What really opened 
my eyes was seeing things in a a totally 
different way. Your paper not only 
expresses very important issues that 
people need to know about, but gives us 
the bare truth. Because I learned how 
to read and write with you, I consider 
myself part family with N&L. All of us 
in here thank you. Prisoner 

Crescent City, Cal. 

Editor s note: Can you contribute 
the cost of a subscription ($5 for one 
year) for prisoners who cannot pay for 
one themselves ? 
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End Afghan war! 


EDITORIAL 


The invasion of Afghanistan, which George W. Bush 
began under the pretext of defeating the enemy that 
destroyed the World Trade Center and other targets on 
Sept. 11, 2001, has entered its tenth year. Obama, by 
expanding the war, has adopted it as his own. 

When it is U.S. 
and NATO actions in 
Afghanistan and Paki- 
stan that strengthen 
warlords, Taliban forc- 
es and al Qaeda alike, delaying withdrawal worsens the 
outcome for the Afghan people. But Obama's fear that 
right-wingers would castigate withdrawal as a "cut- 
and-run" strategy has extended the bloodshed, with no 
end in sight, the July 2011 date for "beginning" to with- 
draw troops notwithstanding. 

News and Letters Committees hosted a meeting for 
Tahmeena Faryal from RAWA (the Revolutionary As- 
sociation of Women in Afghanistan) in October 2001. 
Despite the oppressiveness by which the Taliban ruled 
the Afghan people, especially women, she warned that 
U.S. bombing, and later outright invasion, would wors- 
en conditions. U.S. intervention would rely on the cor- 
rupt warlords who had paved the way for the Taliban in 
the first place. 

WAR AN ELECTION NON-ISSUE 


Obama rolled to victory in 2008 in part from vot- 
ers disenchanted with permanent war. He was an early 
opponent of the invasion of Iraq and a critic of Bush's 
Afghanistan policy. Yet two years later, Obama is con- 
tinuing Bush's foreign wars. 

In the 2010 elections, it is astounding that 
wars abroad are not a factor. With an eye to the 
election, war-hawk Republican Senators fili- 
bustered the 2011 Defense Authorization Bill on 
Sept. 19, but not to stop the war or cut off funds 
to the military — $ 548.9 billion plus the $ 159.3 bil- 
lion for "overseas contingency operations." 

Those war funds are all borrowed, as both Bush 
and Obama have pursued — like Johnson and Nixon in 
Vietnam — a "guns and butter" strategy. 

The filibuster's point was to give Obama another 
legislative defeat, and to stop for the moment the repeal 
of "Don't Ask Don't Tell" contained in the "Defense" bill. 
So one party delayed debate on the rights of Gays and 
Lesbians to serve openly in the military, but neither 
party chose to debate the wars themselves and bring 
the troops home. 

In Iraq, Obama missed the point of the Vietnam- 
era advice to just declare victory and go home — he de- 
clared victory and stayed. 

DECLARING VICTORY AND STAYING 


Obama has tried for cover from right-wing at- 
tacks by continuing the "good war" in Afghanistan and 
massively expanding it. The escalation of U.S. troops 
into Afghanistan has been for the public purpose of 
responding to the declining control of territory by the 
U.S. -supported Karzai government and resurgence of 
the Taliban, mostly by recruits created by the U.S. and 
NATO occupation. 

Gen. Petraeus pointed with pride in August 
to the near tripling of the number of troops in 
Afghanistan, and tripling of civilians too — pri- 
vate contractors, many connected to Bush and 
Cheney, like Blackwater. 

The ocean of U.S. money that flows yearly into 
Afghanistan dwarfs its GNP of $14 billion and is irre- 
sistible to the powerful and the powerfully connected 
across the political spectrum. Local strongmen, includ- 
ing Taliban leaders, have grabbed great chunks of it 
in service to private security contractors, and extorted 
much of what the U.S. has paid to local tradesmen. 

The continued presence of the U.S. military in Af- 
ghanistan and the flow of both dollars and blood of the 
innocent on both sides of the Afghanistan-Pakistan bor- 
der have emboldened the Taliban and al Qaeda. 

The military campaign in Kandahar has a stated 
purpose of dislodging Taliban forces from their south- 
ern stronghold. But fighting against the Taliban has 
gone on simultaneously with negotiations between the 
Karzai government and high-level Taliban leaders, 
with U.S. approval and assistance. 

AFGHANS BETWEEN TWO EVILS 


That U.S. forces had given safe conduct to Tal- 
iban leaders empowered to make agreements indicates 
that the U.S. end strategy in Afghanistan will be some 
shared power arrangement between two great enemies 
of the Afghan people, and of Afghan women in par- 
ticular: the Taliban and the Northern Alliance. But it 
would hasten the departure of U.S. and NATO forces, 
regarded by Afghan people, according to a survey, as 
just as dangerous to their well-being as the Taliban. 

Prominent opposition feminist activist Malalai 
Joya said, "We are in between two evils: the warlords 
and Taliban on one side, and the occupation on the oth- 
er. The first step is to fight against occupation — those 
who can liberate themselves will be free, even if it costs 
our lives." International solidarity with Afghan people, 
and Afghan women in particular, is required of us in 
the U.S., and demands that all troops come home now. 


Labor for Oscar Grant 



Oakland, Cal. — On Oct. 23 the International Longshore and Warehouse 
Union (ILWU) closed all the ports in the Bay Area, leading labor and com- 
munity in support of Oscar Grant, shot to death by BART police on Jan. 1, 
2009 (see Feb.-Mar. 2009 N&L). His killer, found guilty of manslaughter, 
will be sentenced Nov. 5. The community is calling for a maximum sen- 
tence to hold police accountable for their killing of Black youth, espe- 
cially. Rally participants watch the ILWU drill team perform in solidarity. 

South African activists 
slam Communist Party 

Editor's note: The self- organized communities in 
the Western Cape shackdwellers' movement in South Af- 
rica have protested lack of services and housing through 
direct action , to he followed by a march on Parliament. 
The South African Communist Party (SACP), a part of 
the government along with the African National Con- 
gress and trade union federation COSATU, denounced 
blockading of roads as "totally reactionary and anar- 
chist. " Abahlali haseMjondolo answered the SACP: 

As Abahlali haseMjondolo of the Western Cape, we 
have noted the statement by the SACP that declares 
that blockading public roads is "anarchistic and reac- 
tionary." If road blockades are anarchistic and reaction- 
ary, then it is clear that anarchy and reaction are very 
popular in South Africa. Communities, organizations 
and movements across Cape Town and across South 
Africa have been blockading roads for years.... Many of 
the road blockades in Cape Town in recent days are not 
organized by us. But our campaign does endorse the 
road blockade as a legitimate tactic.... 

THAT PHILOSOPHER KARL MARX' 

When the SACP condemn us, they condemn the 
struggles of the people across the country. That phi- 
losopher called Karl Marx once wrote that communism 
is the real movement that abolishes the state of things. 
He didn't write that communism is the vanguard that 
disciplines and condemns the real struggles of the peo- 
ple. We also note that: When we have been evicted, the 
SACP has been silent. When we have been arrested, 
the SACP has been silent. When we have suffered in 
fires and floods, the SACP has been silent. Yet when we 
take to the streets, the SACP condemns us! What kind 
of communism is this? What kind of solidarity is this?... 

Clearly for the SACP, the real problem with Abah- 
lali haseMjondolo of the Western Cape is not our tac- 
tics, but the fact that we are organizing outside of the 
ANC, and that we refuse to vote for the ANC or for any 
political party. Local government elections are coming, 
and the ANC is panicking about the fact that, while 
there is tremendous popular anger and protest in Cape 
Town, they have lost control of it.... 

Everybody knows that around the world Stalinist 
Communist parties always function to defend states 
against popular struggles. This was true in Budapest in 
1956, in Paris in 1968, and it's true right now in Calcut- 
ta. We are not anti-communist. We are for a living com- 
munism. We are for a communism that emerges from 
the struggles of ordinary people and which is shaped 
and owned by ordinary people.... 

NO VANGUARD FROM ABOVE 

Any party or groupuscule or NGO that declares 
from above that it is the vanguard of the people's 
struggles, and that the people must therefore accept 
their authority, is the enemy of the people's struggles. 
Leadership is earned and is never permanent.... Often 
there are many legitimate and democratic structures 
involved in the same broad movement of struggle at 
the same time. This is why we always insist that the 
autonomy of all democratic poor people's organizations 
must be respected and welcomed. 

We know that many ordinary members of the SACP 
live the same challenges as we and that we have a com- 
mon interest in the same struggles. Like everyone in 
their right mind, we support some of the positions that 
the SACP has taken in the battles within the ANC — 
like their position against the tenderpreneurs and be- 
fore that their position against AIDS denialism.... 

We note that while they condemn our endorsement 
of the road blockade as a tactic, they also say that they 
will support our march on parliament. We welcome 
their support of our march but they will need to under- 
stand that we do not allow political parties to take over 
our protests.... 


BLACK/REDVIEW 


continued from p. 1 

The New York Times (May 5, 1993): "We're talking lev- 
els of a problem. One level is at school. The other level 
is community and society." 

Ms. Bennett speaks from experience: she knows 
that it's very difficult to get Black students in an inner 
city slum school to take seriously science and math, or 
any other subject, when they bring into the classroom a 
myriad of raw realities created by poverty and racism. 

The very existence of de facto segregated schools 
in inner city slums is in itself the consequence of the 
prevalence of Black poverty and the hostile nature of 
racial divisions in this country. The Urban League 
predicted in its annual report on The State of Black 
America 1992 that between 1994 and 1995 the majority 
of African-American children will attend schools that 
are predominantly minority. In Illinois, 82.2% of Black 
students go to de facto segregated schools. 

We know that these segregated schools are poor 
schools; less money is spent on students per capita. For 
example, in California, where the state is bound by both 
its constitution and law to provide equity in spending 
per pupil, regardless of the race or the wealth of a com- 
munity, in Baldwin Park, a Black community near Los 
Angeles, $595 is spent per pupil, while Beverly Hills 
spends $1,244 per pupil. Jonathan Kozol called this 
a system of "Savage Inequality." Black Americans are 
getting an "education" which opens up no vision in the 
human spirit or an objective pathway out of poverty. 
AFROCENTRIC ALTERNATIVE? 

The question is: Can Afrocentric schools, with 
their emphasis on cultural identity as the motivation 
to encourage Black youth to concentrate on mathemat- 
ics and science, offer a valid alternative to the crisis in 
Black education? Put another way, can these schools, 
as many claim, provide the pathway out of poverty and 
economically regenerate the decaying inner cities by 
turning a new generation of Black youth on to math- 
ematics and science? 

First of all, the advocates of Afrocentric education 
fail to catch the central contradiction in their concept 
of Black public education, when the object of Afrocen- 
trism becomes science. In their concept "science," and 
not the subjectivity of African "cultural identity," be- 
comes the force of transformation. 

There is nothing wrong in encouraging Black youth 
to study math and science, but to project it as the magic 
language that will open new economic doors for African 
Americans in a capitalist high-tech society creates an il- 
lusion. It fails to understand that the growth of technolo- 
gy in the production of commodities reduces the amount 
of human labor power needed and, at the same time, the 
rate of capital accumulation. This creates permanent 
unemployment and a constant hunger for capital. Marx 
called this the general law of capitalist accumulation. 

The general law of capitalist accumulation is the 
true source of African-American poverty and inner city 
social dislocation, which is a permanent reality of life for 
many Black youth. The Los Angeles revolt last year had 
its deepest origins in that reality. It was a revolt against 
that reality. Every Black mass revolt contains within it 
an element of the "absolute," i.e., it wants an absolute 
change in class and race relationships in this country, 
including education. At this moment, we have arrived 
at a new crossroads in the meaning of Black education. 
It is no longer an issue of integration, which didn't hap- 
pen, or even curriculum. The question is: How is educa- 
tion to be fundamentally related to Black freedom? 
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Forum: Stop the 
culture of torture 

Chicago — At the end of September the Illinois Co- 
alition Against Torture gave venue to torture victims 
and their primary lawyer at "Jon Burge GUILT Y-be- 
yond the trial." The event featured Mary L. Johnson, 
mother of a still-imprisoned torture victim; Flint Tay- 
lor, battling lawyer for the wrongfully convicted, and a 
showing of the movie "The End of the Nightstick." 

Johnson continues seeking justice against corrupt 
law-enforcement. She thinks her son's extended incar- 
ceration is directly related to her refusal to stop speak- 
ing out. But, as she put it, "God is not picking on me. 
He picked me," so she continues her work for justice. 
IS THE U.S. A CULTURE OF TORTURE? 

Mr. Taylor of the People's Law Office spoke on the 
culture of torture that permeates the international 
scene, our national "justice" system, political high 
achievers in Chicago, and reaches to individuals op- 
erating behind closed doors in Chicago police stations. 

Whether the U.S. will be a "torture culture" is 
still being debated. Dick Cheney, John Yoo, Jay 
Bybee, and Paul Wolfowitz won the first round. 
The internationally celebrated conviction of for- 
mer police detective and commander Jon Burge 
for lying to the FBI, which required a jury be 
convinced that torture had taken place, might 
be the first salvo towards a change. 

The retirement of Mayor Richard M. Daley, State's 
Attorney or Mayor through much of the torture period, 
is a good sign. In the face of aggressive prosecutorial 
misconduct and reports from Amnesty International, 
the police Office of Professional Standards, the Police 
Foundation, and other groups, Daley made "no com- 
ment whatsoever." 

Daley didn't respond in 1999 when forensic pathol- 
ogist Dr. Robert Kirschner, an international activist on 
torture, testified that Chicago "was part of a pattern 
and practice similar to that found in other countries 
where official torture is practiced by the military and 
by police." 

And the UN Committee Against Torture is- 
sued a report linking Chicago, Abu Ghraib, 
and Guantanamo. Daley turned away his eyes. 
He spent millions in taxpayer money to defend 
Burge against tenacious victim Andrew Wilson. 

However, the Peoples Law Office and organiza- 
tions like the Illinois Coalition Against Torture are 
gaining ground, educating and enlisting the public. 
ABU GHRAIB, SUPERMAX ALL CONNECTED 

Taylor focused his talk on what Chicagoans need 
to do to rectify almost 40 years of turning a blind eye 
to torture in our midst: 

1. At least 20 more torture victims are still in 
jail. They must have new trials. 

2. All the men who tortured with Burge are col- 
lecting pensions. (Taylor named names, scratching the 
surface with six or seven people.) These men must be 
indicted and tried. 

3. In the coming Mayoral election, the remain- 
ing torture cases must be on the agenda and questions 
answered during the campaign. 

4. After spending $11-$ 12 million of taxpayer 
money to defend actual torturers, what are we going to 
do to compensate the victims? 

5. Anti-torture legislation making torture a 
crime with no statute of limitations is needed at both 
the federal and local levels. 

6. We must continue to educate, making the link 
between Chicago, Guantanamo, Abu Ghraib and Su- 
permax prisons. Cheney, Yoo, and Bybee link to Burge 
along with the cops in New Orleans who murdered on 
the Danziger Bridge. It's all part of the same culture. 

—January 



Chilean miners' rescue evokes many views 


It is Oct. 13 and I am visually and sonically inun- 
dated with blow-by-blow descriptions of the Chilean 
miner rescue operation. TV, radio and newspapers have 
whipped themselves into a frenzy reporting the rescue 
of 33 miners from a collapsed 
mine in Chile. With a couple of 
months lead time, courtesy of 
the drilling process, this event 
has received more build-up 
than a Super Bowl. Naturally, 
everyone is glad the miners 
are coming out, but it seems to 
me this is an extreme case of 
media overkill that is designed 
to serve as a distraction from 
Mass-Murder Incorporated's 
(M-M Inc. — the U.S. govern- 
ment) worldwide killing spree, 
if not from the mine operator's 
greedy rush for profits that 
caused the accident in the first 
place. 

All of America waits with 
bated breath as one miner at a 
time rises to the surface with 

a digital clock ticking off the 

time of his ascent to the sec- 
ond and, of course, a count of miners rescued, replete 
with video footage of tearful reunions with family and 
friends. Would it were so for those unsuspecting people 
blown up in their homes by the Predator drones the 
U.S. operates with impunity worldwide, but it is not. 

As I watch the miners coming out of the ground 
one at a time, I can't help but think about how many 
people the U.S. government is simultaneously putting 
in the ground. I wonder how many people were mur- 
dered in Afghanistan and Pakistan by the drones over 
the course of the rescue operation? How many Palestin- 
ians, Iraqis, Somalis and Yemenis? Do they not deserve 
a ticking clock and body count? Certainly, but there is 
little feel-good factor in being confronted with a second- 
by-second ticking body count of the murders we are re- 
sponsible for as the good citizens and shareholders of 
M-M Inc. No, no, we can't have that. 

But why not? Why does the mainstream media ig- 
nore the big stories, the real stories? Why isn't there a 
body count of every human on this planet murdered by 
U.S. -made weapons systems? Why not show the video 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

Marco Melgoza, seventh-grade student, protested 
anti-Gay bullies. With his dad Jerry Watson at his 
side, Melgoza carried the sign "Bullying Is a Weapon" 
outside his Middle School, Desmond, in Madera, Cali- 
fornia. He has been called names and been physically 
attacked. Melgoza joins people from San Francisco, to 
Utah, to New York City, from atheists to the Society 
of Friends, who will agitate or recently have agitated 

against anti-Gay violence. 

* * * 

Honduran Lesbian rights organization Red Les- 
bica Cattrachas and Human Rights Watch witnessed 
the victorious sentencing of officer Amado Rodriguez 
Borjas for the stabbing of Transgender woman Nohe- 
lia. The historic sentence of 10-13 years occurred de- 
spite anonymous threats and obvious disdain from all 
but three court personnel. Honduran police commonly 
abuse Transgender people, and hate crimes against 
LGBT people are often ignored. It is a shame that hate- 

crime charges were not allowed to be brought. 

* * * 

Banning Gays and Lesbians from adopting chil- 
dren is not constitutional, ruled Florida's Third District 
Court of Appeals, backing up an earlier Miami court 
ruling. Judge Gerald Cope wrote, agreeing with the 
earlier court, "that gay people and heterosexuals make 
equally good parents." 

* * * 

The 11th observance of International Bisexual- 
ity Day (IBD) on Sept. 23 was marked with presenta- 
tions, discussions, workshops, art and story sharing 
in, among other places, the United Kingdom's Cardiff 
County, Wales, and Edinburgh, Scotland, and Chicago, 
Illinois. Significantly, members of the Transgender 
community also presented in Chicago, because of the 
marginalization they encounter because they often 
don't closely "fit" into "traditional" gender and/or sexual 
orientation roles. 

* * * 

Participants in what turned out to be a brief Pride 
march in Belgrade, Serbia, were attacked by anti-Gay 
forces who chanted "death to homosexuals." This was 
the first parade in almost ten years, and the attackers 
were actively defended by police. It remains to be seen 
whether Serbia will be allowed to join the European 
Union; it claims to be an open society. 



Since men first went down into coal mines, they have died in un- 
conscionable numbers. This woodcut is of workers going down 
into the Blantyre mine in Scotland, where on Oct. 22, 1877, 207 
miners died, including a boy of 11. At the same time they were 
pulling miners out of the mine in Chile, 37 Chinese miners died in 
an explosion in Yuzhou. 


footage of every single drone attack, replete with men, 
women and children dying in agony? This would be a 
stellar moment for U.S. television corporations. Real 
reality TV! Maybe, when fed enough reality, Americans 
will then treat themselves to 
the reality of the U.S. version 
of the Nuremberg Trials and 
the Spandau Ballet. Now that 
is a reality most of the world 
would love to see and exactly 
why Americans will never see 
it! 

— Rand W. Gould, 
C-187131, Oct. 13 
Mound Correctional Facility, 
17601 Mound Rd., Detroit, 
Ml 48212 

The world was transfixed 
by the news of the rescue of 
the 33 miners in Chile. The 
amazing ordeal that they 
endured for 69 days, and the 
rescue process itself, reflect 
both the tremendous capacity 

for human survival and the 

ability of human creativity when worldwide collective 
energies are focused on a truly human endeavor. And 
as rewarding and appreciated as the rescue was, in my 
mind was always the fact that all of this was unneces- 
sary, and that the concern, suffering and grief that the 
miners and their families endured could all have been 
avoided if the mine had been safer. Chilean government 
officials said they would take steps to make sure it did 
not happen again. If those officials are like those here 
in the U.S., there is little to hope for, as we have seen 
time and time again here in this country, despite the 
countless mine tragedies we have experienced. 

—Andy Phillips, Detroit 

What must not be lost in the magnificent rescue 
of the 33 trapped miners, an act which deserves to be 
celebrated, is the sober, reflective voice of several of 
the miners who spoke of the mining company ignoring 
the safety of the miners for many, many years. It was 
the mine owners' insistence on production and more 
production, on putting the miners' safety on the back 
burner, that led to the tragedy, and to the possible seri- 
ous psychological effects we may see in the future. The 
miners want to sue the company for what they were 
subjected to. 

Right-wing newly elected Chilean President Se- 
bastian Pinera may think that he can use "solidarity" 
with the miners to up his popularity, but real solidarity 
would mean a sharp disciplining of the mine owners 
and managers, and a rigorous future enforcement of 
mineworker safety. 

— Eugene Walker, Mexico City 

I am thinking about the Chilean miners' situation 
as a metaphor for the new humanism. The importance 
of faith in human interdependence and capacity to pro- 
tect and sustain each other as an expression of the new 
human relations runs counter to human relations un- 
der capitalism. 

— Allan Lummus, Bastrop, Texas 

Far out though it may seem, I could not help think- 
ing that the way the trapped miners had organized 
themselves, so freely and so cooperatively, might be a 
tiny glimpse into the way a new society might actually 
be created some day. 

— Olga Domanski, Chicago 
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Campaigns intensify counter-revolutionary onslaught 


continued from p. 1 

been a shocking return of the conspiracy theorists of 
the John Birch Society, given a kind of validation by 
the rantings of TV host Glenn Beck. He has brought 
back conspiracy theories as old as the clerical attacks 
upon the French Revolution, which form the basis for 
much anti-Semitic literature. He has echoed the Birch- 
ers' paranoia about Communist infiltration of every- 
thing from the White House to 
the Civil Rights Movement to 
fluoride in the water supply. 

Neo-Confederates, racists, 
and nativists have also been 
heavily involved in promoting 
anti-immigrant sentiment as 
seen in Arizona's unconstitution- 
al racial profiling laws. These 
were followed, by no accident at 
all, by laws against "ethnic stud- 
ies" programs in schools — for ex- 
ample, Black History. 

Despite the ridiculous fa- 
cade of Sarah Palin and her 
"mama grizzlies," attacks upon 
women's rights are integral to 
this reactionary upsurge. The 
overwhelming number of Tea 
Party candidates hold views 
that would oppose a woman's 
right to choose abortion even in 
cases of rape or incest. Needless 
to say, their ranks are heavily 
salted with the kind of theocrats 
who would like to introduce the 
teaching of "Creationism" in 
schools as equally valid with the 
scientific theory of evolution. 

Five of the six major nation- 
al Tea Party organizations have serious ties with these 
right-wing extremist groups. The only one that osten- 
sibly doesn't is Dick Armey's FreedomWorks, which is 
most closely corporate America. 

If these Tea Partiers actually attained power, in 
fact, the current situation in Arizona shows the pos- 

Stop the FBI raids! 

News and Letters Committees statement: 

The FBI raids on anti-war activists' homes in Min- 
neapolis, Chicago and North Carolina on Sept. 24 recall 
some of the most reactionary moments in this country's 
political history, from the 1919 Palmer Raids to 1950s 
McCarthyism to the deadly COINTELPRO attacks of 
the 1960s and 1970s. We in News and Letters Com- 
mittees join in the immediate resistance to this round 
of ruling class attacks, which herald a new offensive 
against the broad movement for freedom and justice. 

We condemn the use of all the repressive tools of 
the ruling class, including the newer ones invented un- 
der the guise of "anti-terrorism" legislation, and call 
for a broad mobilization in opposition to these present 
raids and all future moves against movement activists. 
Already by Sept. 28, protests have taken place in over 
two dozen cities and towns across the U.S. As history 
has shown in the fundamental matter of the right to 
dissent, an attack upon one is an attack upon us all. 

— Resident Editorial Board, Sept. 28, 2010 



Protests against the FBI raids took place in dozens of 
cities. Above, San Francisco; below, Milwaukee. 



repression 


Los Angeles — On Sept. 28, over 100 activists from 
diverse organizations met at the downtown Federal 
Building to protest the FBI's Sept. 24 raids on selected 
activists in Chicago and Minneapolis. The FBI handed 
out subpoenas to appear before a federal grand jury, 
ransacked homes, and took away boxes of documents, 
computers and cell phones. 

A few of the many organizations protesting were 
the Labor Community Strategy Center, Catholic Work- 
ers, Bus Riders Union, News and Letters Committees, 
Peace and Freedom Party, SEP, FRSO, Topanga Can- 
yon Resource Center, The Brown Berets, an animal 
rights group, independent activists and many non-vi- 
olent organizations. 

Speakers denounced the Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars, police brutality, environmental destruction, eco- 
nomic injustice and spoke for workers' rights in peace- 
ful protests. The raids were called an attempt to "crimi- 
nalize peaceful political opposition." 

On Oct. 5, the day of the federal grand jury, an- 
other protest took place to support those subpoenaed, 
who would "politely" refuse to testify. — Protester 

Chicago — On Sept. 27 we rallied in front of FBI 
headquarters here to protest the Sept. 24 raids. Signs 
included "One Nation Under Surveillance" and "Free- 
dom to Dissent." For over 300 people to show up at a 
last-minute rally reflects how seriously we take this 
as an attack on the whole anti-war movement and the 
Left. — Anti-war activist 


sible face of the future. As Ken Silverstein wrote in 
Harper's Magazine (July 2010): 

"...today's Arizona legislature... is composed almost 
entirely of dimwits, racists, and cranks. Collectively 
they have bankrupted the state through a combination 
of ideological fanaticism on the Republican right and 
acquiescence and timidity on the part of G.O.R moder- 
ates and Democrats. Although dozens of states are fac- 
ing budget crises, the situation in Arizona is arguably 
the nation's worst." 

Arizona threatens to model 
the national future: endless cuts 
in public services and public 
workers' jobs, in education and 
healthcare; openly racist legisla- 
tion designed to wipe away his- 
tory itself. Most sinister, perhaps, 
are punitive measures for any 
who might be inclined to resist, 
as demonstrated by the abuses of 
Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Ar- 
paio, and the open reliance upon 
neo-Nazi armed militias as "bor- 
der patrols," which has been ac- 
cepted to a frightening degree by 
some of the public. 

It is argued by some that the 
Tea Party represents an irrecon- 
cilable union of opposites which 
will inevitably fall apart. That is 
probably wishful thinking. The 
economic "libertarianism" that al- 
legedly sparked the movement has 
always coexisted with such Reli- 
gious Right views as anti-choice 
and homophobia in people like 
Texas Congressman Ron Paul and 
his son Rand Paul. Their ties to 
racist groups are also well-known. 

In truth, all these elements are not separate but 
are rooted in a common nostalgia for the primitive ac- 
cumulation of capital as it actually happened in the 
Americas, through the displacement and genocide of 
the Native Americans and enslavement and exploita- 
tion of Blacks. The Tea Party, wrapped in its red, white 
and blue lie of U.S. history, is telling a specific story. It 
says, if only these rebellious Blacks, these workers with 
their union struggles, these women demanding equal- 
ity could be stricken from history, then all would once 
again be well with capitalism. The springs of wealth 
would be free to flow once again. 

NOSTALGIA FOR CAPITALISM'S BLOODY PAST 
They stare into the smoking cauldron of the past 
and see the ghostly forms of Confederate generals, of 
the bloody 7th Cavalry, and of robber barons with their 
militias exercising the "Second Amendment rights" 
that Sharron Angle, the Nevada Senatorial candidate, 
has threatened to use if the Tea Party doesn't get elect- 
ed. Anti-Muslim hate blogger Pamela Geller sees more 
recent figures — Karadzic's Balkan "ethnic cleansers" 
and the neofascist thugs of the English Defense League 
who march through the streets of English cities attack- 
ing Muslim families in restaurants. 

The demand for a return to such an imaginary re- 
actionary utopia will do nothing to solve capitalism's 
problems. But it has its echo in the nature of capitalism 
itself, which gives it a power that shouldn't be under- 
estimated. Capitalism in its moments of crisis will re- 
turn to what Marx called (for this reason) the "so-called 
'primitive accumulation'" of capital. That is, it will use 
all forms of piracy, wars that destroy not only the exist- 
ing machines that embody capital, but people and en- 
tire cities, as has happened again and again even on the 
scale of genocidal World Wars. 

Even if some — or all — Tea Party candidates were 
to lose, the fact of their existence needs to be taken with 
deadly seriousness. This kind of openly racist rhetoric 
and thuggish behavior is unprecedented in recent U.S. 
politics and bodes ill for the future. Even if some sectors 
of the bourgeoisie recoil from the rise of U.S. fascism, 
they can't be depended upon to fight it. 

The looming threat of environmental devastation 
through climate change — also a problem that is denied 
by all current Tea Party (and almost all Republican) 
candidates only underlines the urgency of fighting this 
rise of the Right with a total revolutionary philosophy. 
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Humanity doesn't want a future of endless war, 
of deprivation, alienation and crisis, as anyone knows 
who talks to the myriads of dissatisfied and disgusted 
workers, women, Blacks, GLBT people and others who 
are under the guns of the Right and are left to fend 
for ourselves by a Democratic Party that has shown its 
first loyalty is to capitalism and its survival. We have 
already felt the consequences of the wrong turn Amer- 
ican "civilization" has taken in opting for the prison- 
industrial complex as a way of dealing with an economy 
that now has no use for a large portion of the working 
class — not even as a reserve army of labor. Rather, mil- 
lions have been condemned to a slow genocide of ware- 
housing in prisons and dispossession of the rights of 
citizenship comparable to the era of Jim Crow. 

The situation makes utterly concrete Marx's origi- 
nal idea of tying together the independent revolution- 
ary organization of the workers with a total philosophy 
of liberation from capitalism, as set out in his lifelong 
writings on organization from the Communist Mani- 
festo to the 1875 Critique of the Gotha Program. Or, as 
Raya Dunayevskaya wrote in 1964: 

"What therefore becomes of paramount importance 
to Marxist-Humanists is to see that continuity is not 
the continuity of the unfinished revolution which forces 
of reaction are determined to keep unfinished. Continu- 
ity is, rather, the continuity of the Humanist and Amer- 
ican roots of Marxism in the full Abolitionist tradition 
that will, once and for all, act on the truth that time 
has indeed run out on all compromises, come they from 
the Far Right or only 'near' Right. The road to embark 
on, the task to dedicate oneself to, is the movement 
that will tear up racism at its root in the capitalist ex- 
ploitative system. For only the reconstruction of society 
on totally new, on truly human beginnings can make 
Freedom Now a reality." ("Goldwater Primary Victory 
in California: or Under the Backlash of Counter-Revo- 
lution," Archives #3139.) 

Whatever the outcome of the November 2010 elec- 
tions, the need for revolutionaries to grasp the absolute 
opposite to this corrupt mess can hardly be more clear. 

Hero's welcome for 
dictator Ahmadinejad 

Anyone still holding illusions about Hezbollah's 
leader, Hassan Nasrallah, as a genuine freedom fighter 
should have had them shattered by the hero's welcome 
his organization offered Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad last month. Ahmadinejad is executing 
revolutionaries and fighters for freedom while attempt- 
ing to crush any vestiges of democracy in Iran. 

In the words of women's rights activist Mahboubeh 
Abbasgholizadeh, "From the very first night after the 
election coup, the suppressors have implemented a far- 
reaching project to destroy civil society which they be- 
lieve to be the real organizers of the Green Movement." 

It is also the regime's fear — as a capitalist theocra- 
cy — that protests of women, youth, and workers will de- 
velop to challenge religion and capitalism themselves. 
This has led Ahmadinejad's regime to the arrests, 
beating and killing of countless oppositionists, and the 
general understanding of the nature of Iran's regime 
should hinder his influence in the region. 

However, Ahmadinejad did speak to large crowds 
in the Lebanese village of Bint Jbail, rebuilt with Ira- 
nian money after being devastated by Israeli bombs in 
the 2006 war in which 1,100 people were killed — mostly 
Lebanese civilians. As Nasrallah declared via video 
that Israel should be "wiped out of existence," the Israe- 
li Right may have felt well pleased with the spectacle. 

Lebanese events help the government of Prime 
Minister Netanyahu increase its fostered atmosphere of 
neo-McCarthyist style attacks on the Israeli Left, along 
with the brutal crackdown on the latest nonviolent Pal- 
estinian resistance in the West Bank and the continu- 
ing murderous blockade of Gaza. 

The leader of the rabidly pro-settler Yisrael 
Beitenu party, Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman, 
may be more reactionary than Netanyahu. He places 
peace with Palestinians so far in the future as to mean 
"never." He proposed the hideous loyalty oath requiring 
Arab Israeli citizens and non- Jews who immigrate to 
Israel to declare loyalty to it as a Jewish and demo- 
cratic state — as if to declare a state "democratic" makes 
it so; as if a theocracy could actually he "democratic." 

The regimes of Israel and Iran, through rhetori- 
cal threats and influence-buying, are trying to keep 
the politics of the region warped within the influence 
of their little Cold War. It is an insane gamble. But the 
masses who rose against Ahmadinejad's election fraud 
remain as restive as ever; and Netanyahu's threats and 
brutality will only succeed in arousing firmer opposi- 
tion both within Israel and outside. This is seen in the 
growing movement to break the Gaza blockade, the re- 
fusal of many Israeli artists to perform in the occupied 
territories, and the newest movements of resistance in 
the West Bank which have brought Palestinians togeth- 
er with Israeli and other activists. — G.E. and T.M. 
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Stop education cuts! 



On Oct. 7, as part of a National Day of Action for Higher Education, hun- 
dreds rallied at University of California, Berkeley, against massive fee 
hikes, course cutbacks and layoffs. 


Save schools, libraries 

Los Angeles — On Oct. 7, over 100 activists from 
many Leftist groups assembled at the Los Angeles 
Board of Education Building to protest continuing aus- 
terity measures against the working class. Organized 
by the March 4th Committee to Defend Public Educa- 
tion and Social Services, they demanded reinstatement 
of all terminated teachers, library workers and other 
workers. Some of the signs read, "Stop the Cuts — Tax 
The Rich," "Tax the Corporations," "Close the Jails, 
Open Libraries." 

All Los Angeles Public Library hours were recently 
cut and libraries are now closed on Sundays and Mon- 
days. The libraries serve not only the general public 
but also the poor and homeless people who use the li- 
brary to read, access computers and self-educate. 

On March 4 on the National Day of Protests to Pre- 
serve Public Education, thousands of students, teach- 
ers, workers and activists protested against the firing 
of teachers, cutting university classes 13% and raising 
tuitions throughout California. 

A retired teacher stated that the Los Angeles 
Teachers' Union Leadership declined an invitation to 
participate because of fear that a large demonstration 
would jeopardize the Democratic Party's chances in the 
coming elections. 

Many independent media representing diverse 
communities as well as some mainstream media cov- 
ered the event. The Aztec Dancers/Drummers led a 
march to a rally at the downtown library. 

— Basho 

Sheriff Dart on notice 

Chicago — In Illinois, a five-day notice is supposed 
to be given before you are evicted. (It doesn't always 
happen.) On Oct. 14, we gave Cook County Sheriff Tom 
Dart his own five-day notice demanding a moratorium 
on all economically based evictions. This is the latest in 
a series of actions taken by the Chicago Anti-Eviction 
Campaign in response to the shocking rate of evictions 
of renters in public housing and private apartments 
and of homeowners put out by banks. For example, on 
the day of the protest the Sheriffs website listed 32 
scheduled evictions, and on some days the number is 
over 50. Nationwide, 102,000 homes were repossessed 
by banks in September. 

While about two dozen people showed up in Daley 
Plaza for the action, guards only allowed three into the 
Sheriff s office. Both English and Spanish language TV 
stations came, as did the local Labor Beat show, but all 
the media were soon told to leave the office. 

We targeted the Sheriff because his staff carries 
out evictions. In 2008 he declared a moratorium on 
evictions of renters in foreclosed buildings, which he al- 
lowed to lapse after a few months. Now he is using the 
popularity of that moratorium to run for Chicago may- 
or. Even though the rate of foreclosures has only gone 
up, he has not committed to a new, full moratorium. 
Instead his staff at the meeting hid behind legalities, 
at the very time that Attorneys General of all 50 states 
have launched an investigation into foreclosure and 
several banks have announced their own moratoriums 
precisely because of the snowballing reports of illegal 
practices by lenders and their contractors. 

Those of us who did not go into the office held 
signs, including our five-foot high five-day notice. Many 
passersby read the sign, and some took pictures of it 
or stopped to talk. One couple told us their landlord 
had tried to evict them but only gave the five-day notice 
to the Sheriff s office. Many of us feel that the system, 
capitalism, is the heart of the problem. 

Five days later, on Oct. 19, the Sheriff declared a 
moratorium, but only for evictions due to foreclosures 
pursued by the three banks that have admitted filing 
false affidavits. But he left an opening for himself to 
restart evictions once these banks file new affidavits. 

The situation is urgent! People are being thrown out 
of their homes! We won't let politicians stall us on this. 

— Anti-eviction campaigner 


Mayor Bloomberg's schools get an F 


New York — In June 2009, Mayor Bloomberg and 
Schools Chancellor Joel Klein, together with the presi- 
dent of the Council of School Administrators and Unit- 
ed Federation of Teachers President Mike Mulgrew, 
announced an increase in the four-year high school 
graduation rate for New York City public schools to 
60.7% in 2008. Overall performance on achievement 
tests had increased, and Black and Hispanic students 
continued to narrow the gap with their white and Asian 
peers. And on an "A" to "F" scale, 84% of elementary 
and middle schools were rated "A." 

However, once New York State mandated new tests 
in 2010, the "achievement rates" plummeted. Math 
and English proficiency dropped for all ethnic groups 
from 2006 to 2010. Despite the Bloomberg-Klein claim 
of a narrowed racial gap, only 40% of Black and 46% 
of Hispanic students met math standards compared to 
75% of white students. Only 33% of Blacks and 34% 
of Hispanics met English standards compared with 
64% of whites. Since Mayor Bloomberg has con- 
trolled the NYC public schools, even the Board’s 
own statistics reveal a drop in graduation rates 
from 67.7% in 2001 to 57.8% in 2005. And the 84% 
of schools rated "A" in 2009? Only 25% were rated 
"A" in 2010! Overall charter school achievement also 
dropped and charter school math scores were similar to 
those of public schools. 

Parents and teachers had already suspected that 
Bloomberg's statistics did not gibe with their own expe- 
riences. At a forum in August, an angry audience forced 
the Chancellor and the Panel of Educational Policy to 
leave early after participants learned that the new 
tests yielded a precipitous decline in the passing rates. 
More and more students are now told that they will not 
be ready for high school; of those who do graduate, 50% 
need remedial courses when they enter college. 

According to the 2010 Schott Foundation Report, 
NYC has the highest number of black students in the 
nation but only 28% graduated with a Regents diplo- 
ma (earned by passing statewide exams in addition to 
high school credits.) Over 100,000 Black students did 

Hungary's red sludge 

Red sludge flooded several villages in Hungary on 
Oct. 4, killing nine people, sending 80-90 to the hospital, 
destroying animals, houses and cars, and making farm- 
land unusable. It killed all life in the Marcal River, a 
tributary of the Danube. The sludge, a by-product of in- 
dustrial production of aluminum from ore, is as caustic 
as lye and contains toxic metals. The flood burst out when 
a reservoir wall failed at the Ajkai Timfoldgyar alumina 
plant. Red sludge reservoirs exist in many countries, in- 
cluding at least three more sites in Hungary. Each one 
poses the threat of another sludge flood, toxic dust in the 
air, and contamination of the water table. 

This disaster is emblematic of the fate of Eastern 
Europe after its incomplete 1989 revolutions against 
Communism and Russian domination. While mass op- 
position to environmental destruction was one of the 
forces leading up to the revolutions, and had elements 
reaching for a new society, what prevailed was the push 
by large sections of those countries' ruling classes for a 
"We stern "-style mix of private and state-capitalism. In 
the ensuing two decades, governments have alternated 
between more "free market" and more "socialist," and 
the toxic waste has only piled higher. 

Like Hungary's red sludge ponds, toxic waste res- 
ervoirs worldwide are shaky at best and need continu- 
ing maintenance to keep the poisons contained, from 
Alberta's tar sands to coal ash slurry lakes like the 
one at the Kingston Fossil Plant in Tennessee, which 
poured out a billion gallons when a dike broke two years 
ago. But corporations and governments are cutting ever 
more corners. So it is with all the fundamental prob- 
lems of society. Neither Communist state-capitalism 
nor Western "free market" capitalism can solve any of 
them — they just fester. Capitalism has declared envi- 
ronmental and moral bankruptcy and is only waiting 
to be replaced by a society on truly human foundations. 

— Franklin Dmitryev 
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not graduate from high school in four years. Also, re- 
searchers from Harvard University discovered that 
past achievement test scores had been inflated: 
over 109,000 elementary students achieving 3-4 (at or 
above grade level) were really at the 1-2 level. 

Diane Ravitch, Assistant Secretary of Education 
under President George H.W. Bush, observed: 

1) Consolidating the school system into 10 districts 
has not reduced bureaucracy, which includes too many 
administrators with no background in education; 2) 
Bloomberg has had no independent research to affirm 
the value of his reforms; 3) in giving Mayor Bloomberg 
control, the New York State Legislature has reduced 
the role of parents and teachers. The new districts' 
Community Education Councils can only advise the 
Chancellor. 

In addition, not enough attention is given to suc- 
cessful educational programs; class size has increased; 
charter schools in the same buildings as public schools 
take space and resources; music and art have been re- 
duced or eliminated. 

The Bloomberg-Klein policy of undemocratic cen- 
tralized control, closing 91 "underperforming" schools, 
diverting funds to charter schools (now at 250), spending 
more time and energy on testing, and making students, 
teachers and principals "accountable" to these tests, 
has resulted in no significant progress in achievement 
levels. The damage that these policies have visited 
on students and teachers cannot be measured. It 
is time for the community and the teachers’ union 
to hold Bloomberg accountable. His policies have 
been a resounding failure. The State Legislature must 
end excessive, invalid testing, increased funds for char- 
ter schools and, most of all, mayoral control. 

— Tom Siracuse 


Midwest against war 







Chicago — Over 1,000 people marched in the Mid- 
west Regional March for Peace and Justice on Oct. 
16. It was truly regional, with people from Michigan 
to Missouri, Ohio to Minnesota, joining Chicagoans to 
demand an end to wars and occupations from Afghani- 
stan to Palestine. 

Some of the speakers included anti-war veterans; 
activists from Chile and Honduras, lands torn by U.S.- 
supported coups; and on "the war at home," activists 
from the Chicago Teachers Union, Southside Together 
Organizing for Power, Chicago ADAPT, and Mick Kelly, 
one of the Minnesota anti-war organizers targeted by 
the FBI's Sept. 24 raids. Funds raised at the rally will 
go to the defense funds of the 14 anti-war activists raid- 
ed by the FBI. 

Signs and slogans revealed the breadth of issues in 
this rally and march. "How's the war economy working 
for you?" and "Peace Jobs Equality" joined signs pro- 
testing the FBI raids, torture, war, genocide, and army 
recruitment at schools. I marched with the Chicago 
Anti-Eviction Campaign contingent, chanting against 
displacement from evictions here to dispossession in 
Palestine. 

The spirit was lively, but the march was marred 
by an undercurrent of anti-Semitism. It was openly ex- 
pressed from the platform when a speaker called for 
support for the strikers at the Congress Hotel across 
the street, but she referred to the hotel's "corrupt Zi- 
onist owner." Some other marchers I spoke to felt, like 
me, that this was outrageous, but this speaker was ap- 
plauded. 

Who doesn't know that "Zionist" is a code word? 
Why do so many leftists accept as allies just about every 
other "anti-imperialist," from Hamas to the Taliban? 

The march told a contradictory tale of, on the one 
hand, a widespread anger at the continuation of the 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the pointless sacrifice of 
lives in the service of imperialism, the draining of re- 
sources that should have been used to improve people's 
living conditions; and, on the other hand, the danger- 
ous lack of a vision of full freedom. 

— Participant 


To our readers: Thanks to all who re- 
sponded to our Appeal for help. Is your 
contribution on the way? 


Franklin Dmitryev / News & Letters 
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WORLD* VIEW 


by Gerry Emmett 

Something new is happening in Kashmir. In Au- 
gust, thousands of Kashmiris took to the streets shout- 
ing "Azadi" — freedom! Previously, Pakistan 
was behind the unrest in this disputed 
territory between India and Pakistan, 
but these demonstrations — continuous for 
three months — are indigenous, a human 
outcry against over 60 years of oppression. 

At this point it does not appear to be 
a battle over religion — Muslim-majority 
Kashmir ruled by Hindu-majority India. 

Rather, Kashmiris are rejecting the occu- 
pation of their country by 600,000 Indian 
police and paramilitary troops who have 
tried to control Kashmir's eight million 
people by overwhelming force. 

Now the youth who have taken to 
the streets are demanding an indepen- 
dent and free Kashmir. They are not 
stand-ins for Pakistan, but are fighting 
for genuine freedom and self-determi- 
nation. 

Youth protests, essentially leaderless, 
escalated during the summer, as did Indian repression. 
Some 900 clashes occurred with more than 60 civilians 
killed but minimal harm to soldiers. Operating under 
an "Armed Forces Special Powers Act," the Indian mili- 
tary gave itself great latitude to use force and seems 
to do so at every opportunity. For example, in June a 
student, Tufail Ahmad Mattoo, was hit by a tear-gas 
canister and killed, setting off new protests and more 
deaths. 

The origins of India's frantic, heavy-handed treat- 
ment of Kashmir lie within the original bloody parti- 
tion of British colonial India into India and Pakistan 
when independence was finally won in 1947. Kashmir's 
then-stated desire for independence has been a victim 
of the new states' rivalry ever since. Since indepen- 
dence the India-Pakistan dispute has resulted in three 
wars on the subcontinent — two focused on Kashmir — 
and the two nuclear-armed powers face each other with 

Afro-Cubans' new role 

Last month, the Cuban government announced 
that it would lay off 500,000 state employees by early 
next year. This comes as part of a long-term plan to 
promote private enterprise alongside state-run enter- 
prises in developing an economic model similar in in- 
tent to China's variant of state-capitalism. 

President Raul Castro had earlier suggested that 
as many as one million workers could be laid off — out 
of a work force of 5.1 million. The specter of layoffs has 
raised concerns about the effect upon the government's 
already meager social safety net, which subsidizes food, 
housing and transport along with providing free educa- 
tion and healthcare. It would be a profound change that 
could take many directions. 

It remains to be seen how this will impact one of 
the biggest issues facing Cuban society, the continuing 
legacy of racism that has left the Afro-Cub an majority 
under-represented in the Communist Party state lead- 
ership and over-represented in Cuba's prisons. Con- 
cerns have been raised previous to the announcement 
that most money to start new businesses will come from 
white Cuban Americans, exacerbating the existing in- 
equalities. Afro-Cubans' vibrant movement for civil and 
cultural rights and space will have an important role in 
the coming period of change. 


intermittent saber-rattling. Relations have only dete- 
riorated with the terrorist attacks in Mumbai, India, 
by Pakistani militants in 2008, and now India's plans to 
build a hydroelectric dam in Kashmir, which would give 

India the potential to 
threaten Pakistan's 
water supply. 

But the Kash- 
miris' actions show 
they will no longer 
tolerate being pawns 
in India and Paki- 
stan's fight for power. 

Their bid for 
freedom and self- 
determination 
has created a sane 
possibility against 
nuclear madness: 
a demand for inde- 
pendence from In- 
dia, not to join Pak- 
istan, but for an 
independent state. 
The Kashmiris' 
demand for self-determination is the key for any viable 
solution. In the words of Malik Shahid, a 17 -year-old 

South Africa's 
'Class Apartheid' 

Two decades after Nelson Mandela was freed from 
prison, South Africa has actually increased the apart- 
heid-era race and class inequality. Neoliberal capitalist 
economic policies have resulted in massive unemploy- 
ment and poverty that has been termed "class apart- 
heid." So extreme is the situation that the unemploy- 
ment rate for Black youth has reached almost 50%, the 
worst in the industrial and even much of the non-indus- 
trial world. 

The tragedy was seen in Newcastle when police 
arrived to close down a garment factory for paying 
far below the already low minimum wage. The wom- 
en working on the floor, who were meant to be helped 
by the crackdown on sweatshops, climbed atop tables 
and raised an anguished protest against it. Though 
receiving only $36 a week, $21 below minimum wage, 
the women feared being out of work more than being 
trapped in low- wage jobs. 

The number of garment workers has decreased 
from 150,000 in 1996 to just 50,000 today. Without 
these jobs there are no jobs. The fault lies with deci- 
sions by the African National Congress-led government 
to join the capitalist rat race to the bottom for the South 
African masses — not only in textiles, but for all the 
workers and unemployed. 

It need not have been so. The long struggle against 
apartheid wasn't only against the racist regime, but for 
a non-racialist socialist alternative. But once "power" 
was gained by the ANC, together with the powerful 
trade union alliance COSATU and the South African 
Communist Party, all vision of an alternative to the 
real power, capital, was thrown aside in a rush to be 
part of the "commanding heights" of bourgeois society. 

The question is whether and how a new beginning 
can be made. The public sector workers' strike during 
the World Cup was one measure of the continuing dis- 
satisfaction and desire for change in South Africa. 

— Eugene Walker 


who took part in a protest in Pulwama, a small town 
20 miles from Kashmir's capital: "If India took steps 
against those who kill us, maybe the people of Kash- 
mir would be willing [to be part of India]," he said. 
"But when there is no justice, how can we remain with 
India? They are not doing anything but killing. So we 
will just go for freedom." 

The Pope and 
religious intolerance 

Thousands turned out in London to protest the 
state visit of Pope Benedict in September. Turnout was 
increased by the disgust so many feel over revelations of 
child abuse and other scandals that have been covered 
up by the Catholic Church hierarchy. Many Catholics 
who oppose Benedict's views on birth control, homosex- 
uality and women's rights also participated. 

The gathering heard speeches from campaigners 
against religious oppression including atheist Richard 
Dawkins, Gay liberationist Peter Tatchell, and Iranian 
Marxist feminist Maryam Namazie. 

Tatchell pointed out, "Unlike the Pope, we practice 
tolerance. We did not witch-hunt Liberation Theolo- 
gians in Latin America; the Vatican did!" 

Namazie' s speech was especially significant in that 
it drew the parallel between the Papal state authority 
and the fundamentalist Islamic regime in Iran. 

"Look around! Everywhere you see the murder 
and mayhem supplied by religion. Every second of ev- 
ery minute of every hour of every day we see religion's 
'corrective' supplied to the world, from sexual research 
to family planning to parallel legal systems whether of 
shariah law or the Vatican. 

"The Pope speaks of 'secular intolerance.' There is 
nothing more intolerant than religion. It doesn't toler- 
ate Gays, women, sex, music, or wearing what you want 
to wear. It is a crime to be a human being in Iran, and 
in many cultures under Islamism. We choose human- 
ity, while the Pope and the Islamists choose religious 
dogma at the expense of humanity." 

European worker revolt 

In Europe, capitalism's deep economic crisis con- 
tinues to unfold in ways that threaten the social ben- 
efits and social safety net that working people have 
fought for over decades. 

First came the rescue of the banks and bankers — 
paid for through the public treasury. Privatize the prof- 
its; socialize the debt! Now all government talk and ac- 
tion is in terms of "austerity," that is, finding new ways 
to make the masses pay for the crisis and guarantee 
new wealth distribution for the capitalists. Among the 
proposals being implemented are: cutting back pen- 
sions; raising the retirement age; eliminating hard- won 
benefits like childcare subsidies; imposing new labor 
"flexibility" rules (read: make it easier to fire workers); 
and yet more privatization. 

What is encouraging is the unfolding of a massive 
workers' resistance. From Greece to Spain, Ireland to 
France workers have taken to the streets in massive 
protest demonstrations. (See in-person report of French 
resistance, page 1.) The question remains whether the 
union leadership in various countries will only allow 
"show" protests of one-day short strikes, or whether the 
European working class can force a more militant and 
deeply rooted protest to emerge. 

— Eugene Walker 



NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an 
organization of Marxist-Humanists that 
since its birth has stood for the abolition 
of capitalism, both in its private property 
form as in the U.S., and its state prop- 
erty form, as it has historically appeared 
in state-capitalist regimes calling them- 
selves Communist as in Russia and Chi- 
na. We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called 
a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, 
the year of the Detroit wildcat strikes 
against Automation and the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott against segregation — activi- 
ties which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the 
voices of revolt from below could be heard 
unseparated from the articulation of a 
philosophy of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1987), 
founder of the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism, became Chairwoman of the 


National Editorial Board and National 
Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907- 
83), a Black production worker, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker s 
Journal, became editor of the paper from 
1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya' s works, 
Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until 
Today (1958), Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion: From Hegel to Sartre and from 
Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa Luxem- 
burg, Women s Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out 
the philosophic ground of Marx's Hu- 
manism internationally, as American 
Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the 
American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. 

This body of ideas challenges all 
those desiring freedom to transcend the 
limitations of post-Marx Marxism, be- 
ginning with Engels. In light of the crises 
of our nuclearly armed world, it becomes 
imperative not only to reject what is, but 


to reveal and further develop the revolu- 
tionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present. The new visions of the future 
which Dunayevskaya left us in her work 
from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted in 
her discovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a new Humanism and 
in her re-creation of that philosophy for 
our age as Marxist-Humanism. This is 
recorded in the documents on microfilm 
and open to all under the title The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection — Marxist-Hu- 
manism: A Half-Century of Its World De- 
velopment. 

Dunayevskaya' s philosophic com- 
prehension of her creation and develop- 
ment of Marxist-Humanism, especially 
as expressed in her 1980s writings, pres- 
ents the vantage point for re-creating 
her ideas anew. Seeking to grasp that 
vantage point for ourselves and make 
it available to all who struggle for free- 
dom, we have published Dunayevskaya' s 
original 1953 philosophic breakthrough 


and her final 1987 Presentation on the 
Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism (1989), and donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Du- 
nayevskaya Collection. News and Letters 
Committees aims at developing and con- 
cretizing this body of ideas for our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, racist, 
sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have organized ourselves into a com- 
mittee form of organization rather than 
any elitist party "to lead." We partici- 
pate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to 
promote the firmest unity among work- 
ers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have 
broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor." We do not sepa- 
rate mass activities from the activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees. 






